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Croats agree to pull'back
from UN buffer zones

ZAGREB. Croatia. May 8:
Croatian forces have agreed to
pull back from confrontation
with Serbs in UN buffer zones
in lense eastern and southern
Croatia, the UN chief envay
said Monday. reports AP.

Although there was no
immediate timetable or con-
firmation from the Croatian
army. the report was the first
break in a week of rising anxi-
ety over the risk of a wider
Balkan war.

“The Croat government has
ordered its troops in the zone
of separation in Sector North,
Sector South and Sector East
to withdraw from that zone.,™
Yasushi Akashi, the top UN of-

ficlal in former Yugoslavia,
told Associated Press
~ Television.

Territory captured by rebel
Serbs during a 1991 war was
divided into four UN-protected
areas called sectors. Outside
each sector is a band of terri-
tory called a buffer zone. set up
by the United Nations to keep
the warring parties away from
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Tornado kills 3 in Oklahoma :

Tornadoes ripped through southern Oklahoma on Sunday

evening, killing three people. injuring four and causing heavy
damage to businesses and homes, authorities said, AP reports

A statement issued by the regional police station
is in charge of coordinating the govern-:
ment's bid to crush the PKK rebels said the military
tions were carried out in the regions of Hakkari, Sirnak and
Bitlis. the statement did not say when the raids took place.

Moderate uakes shake Kobe :

Several :arthquakcs registering up to 3.3 on the Rh:hter
scale, shook the Kobe area in weslern Japan, which was
devasiated by the January 17 earthquake, the Meteorological
Agency said. AFP reports from Tokyo.

There were no immediate reports of damage or injuries,
the agency said. A tremor occurred at 2:36 a.m. (1736 GMT
on Sunday) with a magnitude of 3.3 on the Richter scale and
was lollowed by a minor quake which mmred 2.5 at 45&
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when the sand laden lorry on which they were travelling.
capsized ncar Gorur Cross in Hassan district on Sunday
evening. reports received in Bangalore said, PT]1 says from
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Fire kills 18 in China: ﬁt.:.l.‘

killed 13 people and injured eight others In
Chinese city of Quanzhou, an official Chinese news agency
mmmy.wmmmm
Rescuers saved 35 people from the
 early Wednesday al a dance hall in

each other.

Croatian forces Lhis week
recaptured the area of western
Slavonia, also called Sectior
West. It is highly unlikely that
Croatian forces will pullout
from that sector.

Croatian troops also moved
into UN buffer zones near the
three other sectors, located
along the border with Bosnia-

Hﬁmﬂfm countered with

their own buildups, and UN of-
ficials have said a amall spark
could set off a wider war, pos-
sibly melding with the fighting
raging in neighbouring Bosnia-
Herzegovina to the south.

"Being in those zones is a
violation of the March 29,
1994 agreement.” Akashi said.
He was relerring (o a hard-
bargainwd eeaselire agreement
Lthat establishied the LIN buller
zoris amd provided lor talks.

Serbs, based in the soutl
ern Croatian city ol Kning
have conditioned their pull-
back on withdrawal [irst by
the Croatian lorces.

In Texas. a tornado near Amarillo early Sunday morning
snatched a man from his front porch and dropped his body
130 feet ( 35 metres) away. one of 18 deaths caused by a
string of powerful storms in the state since Friday night.

- -
7 PKK rebels die in Turkey :scven
rebels from the Kurdisfan Workers' Party (PKK) were killed
in governunent military raids in southeastern Turkey, officials
in Diyarbakir province announced on Sunday, AFP reports
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Democratic Party of the lefl
(POS). main force on the cen-
tre-left. said it figures also
clear wins in the
provinces., Including Milan,
Venice and Turin.

"The result shows that the
majority of meoderate [talians
have voted for the centre-left.”
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Prinee Charles (L and his estranged wife Princess Diana (R) chat as son Prince William
sits between them Sunday. They met up during celebrations held in Hyde Park to mark the
5{H:h annmiversary of the end of World War Il in Europe.

— AFP/UNB photo

L’ITE surprise attack leaves
19 police commandos dead

COLOMBO. May 8: Sri
Lanka's Tamil - Tiger rebels
killed 19 Special Task Force

police commandos In a sur-
prise attack on a jungle patrol
near the eastern town of
Amparai today. police and
army sources said. reports
Reuter.

Thiee of the dead were of-
ficers. Special Task Force
Commander Lionel Karunasena
said.

The altack happened five
miles (eight km) southwest of
when
Tigers of Tamil Eelam sur-
rounded commandos on a
rebel [lushing-out operation
called Golden Waters Phase
Three. police sources said.

Al least 200 to 300 com-
mandos were involved in the

Liberation:

operation, whlch was still go-
ing on, the sources said.

“There's a heavy concentra-
tion of Tamil Tigers in the
area.” one said. “The com-
mandos were
unawares ifrom behind.”

Muslim villagers continued
lo flee the northeastern vil-
lage of Pulinoddai today after
soldiers Kkilled five civilians.
police said.

The killings lollowed a
Tamil rebel: atlack on an army
sentry post which killed ﬁw:
soldiers,

"The villages are either in
the mosques or in their homes
or they are fleeing,” said sub-
inspector L W Ranweera. the
officer in charge of the area.

Najeeb Majeed, a member
of pariiament for Trlnl::ﬂmalet

attacked

distriet, said on Sunday thc
army had shelled Pulmoddai
and opened fire on innocent
civilians, prompting villagers
to flee. He feared a mass exo-
dus. :

Army spokesman brigadier
Sarath Munasinghe said that as
far as he knew, the soldiers
had acted responsibly but that
any complaints would be in-
vestigated.

The mainly Hindu Tamil
Tigers are fighting for a sepa-
rate homeland in the north
and east of majority Buddhist
Sinhalese Sri Lanka. More than
30.000 people have been
killed since the war began. in
1983,

Muslims make up about
seven per cent of the overall
population.

Palestinians warn of moving

US embassy into Jerusalem

JERUSALEM. May 8: There
is growing concern in lsrael
over a US congressional initia-
tive to move the American
Embassy 1o Jerusalem, even
though lIsrael has long sought
international rec ition of its
claims to all of the holy city.
reports AP. .
 Some Israeli officials said
they fear the issue could ignite
Arab anger and upset peace
negotiations, including talks
on extending aulonomy to the
West Bank.

Palestinians warned that
moving the US embassy could
provoke violence. damage or
destroy Israel-Arab peacemak-
ing efforts and ruin America's
credibility as an impartial me-
diator.

"I think it will have danger-
ous and grievous -conse-
quences. Marwan Kkalani.

spokesman for
leader Yasser Arafat. told The
Associaled Press. "The status

of America as mediator would
be in jeopardy.”

He said the impact would

.be felt throughout the Arab and

Islamic worlds take it as a
hostile step.” he said, adding
the PLO had raised Lhe issue
with US diplomats.

The United States. like
most other countries, has
maintained jis embassy in Tel
Aviv and refused to accept
Israel’'s claim to the city of
560,000 as its capital. The PLO
wants the easlern sector,
which Israel captured [rom
Jordan and annexed in 1967.
as the capital of a future
Palestinian state.

The Clinton Administration
and previous LS dovertimments

Palestinian - have held that the final status

&( Jerusalem, whose eastern
seclor centains sites holy Lo
Jews. Mustims and Christians,
should be determined in nego-
tiations. Israeli-PLO talks on
the citys future are to begin
next year.

However. a campaign in the
US Congress has pushed for
legislation to move the em-
bassy 10 Jerusalem by 1999,
and reports in the Jerusalem
Post and the Washington
Times suggested Senate
majority leader Robert Dole
planned Lo introduce
legislation Tuesday mandating
an embassy move. '

‘I think it useful for us to
send a signal we support
Israel's right to pick their cap-
ital,” Heuse Speaker Newt
Gingrich said on NBC's Meet
the Press Euhday.

Pussers-by help W evacuate an injured man after he was hit by sharpnels when

is formally pari of the coalition. | Barajevo Airport. At least

Turn out was low.

Casualties from
hidden mines on
in Afghanistan

KABUL. May 8: Although the
Alghan capital Kabul is quite,
the city's hospitals continue to
receive civilian casualties be-
cause of the hidden
ol countless landmines.
poris AFP.

As many as 176 people died
in the lirst three weeks of
April. duclors here said, while
in the countrywide an esti-
mated |.000 people die every
month as bomblets continue o
explode In the war-ravaged
COUTHry.

re-

killed.

mortars hit the entrance of the tunnel in Butmir Sunday, a suburb
nine people weré wounded and an unconfirmed

near

number
— AFP/UNB photo

| Top Indian prison

reformer again

transterred

NEW DELHI. May B : One
week afier India’'s top prison
reformer was dismissed as the
warden of the country's

largest jail she was demoted a |

second time. newspapers re-
ported Monday. reports AP.

Kiran Bedi became interna-
tionally famous by introducing
pay-for-work schemes, literacy
classes and meditation pro-
grammes for prisoners at high-
security ' Tihar Jail in New
Delhi.

But Gov P K Dave. who often

questioned her programmes,
dismissed her on Wednesday,

saying she had compromised

the jail's security by allowing
journalists, tourists and rela-

lives to meet with many of the

9.000 inmates there.
He transferred her to the

training unit of the New Delhi

police force. But Sunday night,
Dave reduced her powers again
by dividing that department
into two branches and leaving
her in charge of one; India’'s
top newspapers reported.
Before removing her from
Tihar Jail, Dave accused her of

actively encouraging journal-
ists to write about her, and go-
ing after invitations to foreign
countries.

Ms Bedi says the charges

are motivated by jealousy for

her prison reforms, which
won her last year’'s Magsasay
award, which is given out in
the Philippines each year tp
social reformers.

Israel ffees
258 Palestinians
to mark Eid

 JERUSALEM, May 8: Israeli
Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres announced late Sunday
the release of 258 Palestinian
prisoners to mark the Eid-ul-
Ajha today, Israeli Radio re-
ported, says AFP.
- Peres announced the re-
lease of 250 men and eight
women from Cairo, where he
was holding talks with the
Palestinian Minister for
International Cooperation
Nabil Shaath on more auton-
omy for the West Bank.

The radio said that in addi-
tion to this gesture of goodwill
Peres said Israel would reim-
burse 100 million shakes (33
million dollars) to the
Palestinian au in Gaza.

representing taxes levied on

Palestinian workers.

The Israeli Foreign Hlnl!tl:r
also gaid Israel would soeon
erect border terminals to han-
dle goods passing between the
Gaza Strip and Egypt and the
Gaza Strip and Jordan.

Next week a special com-
mission will meet in
Beersheba, southern Israel. to

continue negotiations on the
fate of Palestinians displaced

by the 1967 Middle East war.
Peres said.

Beijing mayor
calls for
stability -

BEIJING, May 8; Beijing's
mayor has called, for stability in
the capital as high-ranking of-
ficials fall in an anti-corruption
dive led by the Communist
Party, a report said Hunda}n
says AP.

Last month, the party sec-
retary of Beijing, Chen Xitong.
resigned to take the blame for
corruption scandals being un-
covered in city government.

Chen, a former mayor, is

the highest Communist Party
officials to fall in the latest

anti-corruption campaign.

The current mayor. Li
Qivan, told a city government
meeting that tAe central
Communist Party's anti-cor-
ruption organisation should
have the full support of all city
officials, the Beijing Dally re-
ported. .

Some analysts say Li's posi-
tion also could be In jeopardy
as the anti-corruption drive
reaches high levels of city gov-
ernment. Many see the move
against corruption in the capi-
tal as an attempt by President
Jiang Zemin, party general
secretary and senior leader
Deng Xiaoping's handpicked
successor, to move against ri-
vals and consolidate his posi-
tion before Deng's 'death.

L1 said officials should use
their full powers to "uphoild
stability in the capital” and
step up a "severe fight" against
all kinds of corruption activi-
ties.
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Kashmiri militant group
threatens to hit Indian

interests worldwide

iSLAMﬁBAD May 8. A mili-

tant group fighting Indian’ rule’
in Kashmir accused New Delhi

on Sunday of trying to elimi-

nate its leader there and
threatened toe hit Indian inter-
ests worldwide il anything
happened to him., reports

R:u‘}er.
asin Malklick. the Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation Front's

president in'the Indian-ruled

part of the disputed Himalayan
region, said on Saturday that
Indian troops had assaulted
and fired at him in the state
summer capital of Srinagar.

The JKLF's Pakistan-based
‘senior vice-chairman,

Raja
Mugzalfar, said in a statement
that 'the Indian government
“wants to elinlinate Yasin
Malick from the secene to pave
the way for holding elections

in Indian-held Kashmir.”
He said the JKLF would

“make targets of Indian inter--

| ests all over the world il any-

|

MAGALANG . Philip

.were really dead.

In Manila, the Commission on Elections said it m rm-
ing numerous reports of vote-buying and other irregularities.

Volers were choosing 12 senalors.
Representatives members and thousands of regional and local
officials in Monday's balloting, seen as a test of sh'lmlth for §

the Ramos administration.

Aborﬁveeﬂ‘brts |
TEHRAN: Ar 80-year-old Iranian man was arrested in

Tehran after his landlady complained about the love letters he
sent to her each day. the Hﬂyhan newspaper said on Sunday,

reports AFP.

"Every day he knecked at the door of my
give me a letter expressing his [ﬁeitngs sa:id the m-jlﬂr-ﬂd

woman in her complaint.

The unnamed man appeared before a judge who ruled he
should be temporarily released pending an tuwm the

CAPE TOWN, South Africa; Four baboans

with missing front paws from apparent mu
medicine for witch doctors. an environmental official says,

newspapi:r said.

reports AP.

Wally Pelersen,

ATLANTA:

CAIMpPUS.

- programmme after

They ﬁnd themselves
_ » .
dead in voter: list
pines: About 100 Filipinos in this town
north of Manila were unable to vote in Monday's election after
learning to their surprise that they were dead, reports AP.
Witnesses said the. voters were turned away after election
officials found their names on a list marked dec:ﬂed Some
of the "dead"” angrily accused President Fidel Rames' coalition

of mankeying with the registration rolls in communities
where opposition eandidates were strong. .

Such practices are widespread 'in the Fhiltppﬁnﬂl
elections, and !t could not be determined whether any :I!' the
group actually presented identification papers of voters Whn '

ecologist
Environmental Awareness Group in Cape Town, said

the paws appeared to have been neatly severed from the ba-
boons living in mountains above Cape Town.

Baboon paws are considered powerful medicine by some
traditional healers, known as witch doctors in the West.
According to Petersen. people in cars use food to lure a ba-
boen into puttling its arm inside. Closing windows then I.l‘l:p
the arn. and the paw gets cul oll.

Schools are hazardous now!

School ecan be hazardous to a teen's health,
according to the government's first nationwide survey of
school yard violence, reports AP.

More than one in 10 high school students said they
carried a weapon on school property, and nearly one-fourth of
those surveyed said they were offered. sold or given drugs on

thing happens to Malick'” ~
The JKLF is i’ighung Indian

rule over two-thirds of Jammu

and Kashmir state. Pakistan

conirols the remaining third of
the region. over which the

two countries have fought hll'n
ol their three wars. '

‘US sends weaponry"-

5

to S Korea

SEOUL, May 8; The US
military is sh.ippmg in Abrams
tanks and other wea to
modernise its 37.000-
troop conlingent here, offi-
cials said on Monday.

But they said ther¢ was no
significance to the timing of
the move, which comes as
North Korea is threatening to
restart its suspect nuclear

lalkl hru#e
down over implemen
month old agrmmtnt with

Washingion, rpporu AP.
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| Polls violence clalms
18 Filipinos

MANILA. May B8: Filipinos
voted Monday in national elec-
lions seen as a referendum on
Fidel Ramos’ presidency. At

leasi 18 people were killed

and 27 injured in violence

hours before the polling began,
reporis AP.

Election Chairman Bern-
ardo, Pardo said between 70

| per cent and 80 per cent of

the 36 million registered vot-
ers cast ballots for half the
country's 24 senators. all 204
members ol the House of
Representatives, provincial
governors, mayors and other

local oificials.

Those running for various
offices Included the widow and
son of the Jlate President
Ferdinand Marcos as well as
numerous figures involved in
coup attempts against his suc-
cessor, Corazon Aquino.

Polls closed at 3 pm (0700
GMT) byt complete results
could Lake weeks due 10 poor

comimunications and a labori-
ous counting system. -
ln a statement Monday,
Ramo# said "honest, orderly
and peaceful elections" would
signal that the Philippines
could tackle "the formidable
challenges of the future.” !

. Despite scattered violence,
Pardo described the voting as
"generally peaceful.” But police
said voung had to be sus-
pended in the largely Muslim
townn of Lumba-Bayabao in
Lanao Sur province ' because
precinct workers were afrald
of attacks by Islamic extrem-
ists arul lailed to report.

Elsewhere, there were nu-
merpus reports of killings, ar-
sor. beatings and vote-buying:

The inarine garrison in the
mostly Muslim town of Jole,
960 kilometers (600 miles)
south of Manila, came under a
mortar attack that killed one .
civilian and wounded three
marines late Sunday.

N-sale to Iran may risk Russia's own security: Clinton

WASHINGTON. May B8:
Looking ahead to a trip to
Moscow this week, President
Bill Clinten complained on
Sunday ol Russian Lo-
wards lran and Chechnya. but
said US- Russian relations must
not be held "hostage to any one
issue.” reports Reuter.

Clinton ljeaves loday to ob-
serve 50th anniversary cere-
monies at Moscow's Red
Square marking the end of
World War ll. He will also hold
a summit meeting with
Russian President Boris Yeltsin
at a time of strained relations
between the two former Cold
War enemies.

The: president sounded a
conciliatory tone — at a time
when congressional leaders
are calling for tough action —
in remarks prepared for a
Sunday night speech to the
American Israel Public Affairs
Committee, o pro-lsraeli lobby
group

The While House reicased
Russia-related excerpts from
the speech in which Clinton
said 1 was important now
more than ever for the United
States to support Russia's ef-
forts towards economic and
democratic reform

"We must not hold our re-

lationship hosiage 1o any one

issue.” he said. "Crises come
and go. Bul interests endure.
And 1he interests of the
American people are best
served by supporting Russia's
transition o a more free and
open society

The United States and
Russia are at odds over lran.
Chechnya and NATO expan-
sion. Washington wanits
Moscow 1o give up a | billion
dollar comtract to provide lran
with two nuclear power reac
tors but Russia is refusing.

The United States is also
concerned about coentinued
fighting between Russian
troops and rebels in" the

Chechinva region. Russia is
concerned that expanding
NATO o include lormer Soviet
satellite states could endanger
1Ls security da charge
Washington denies.

Clinton called the war in
Chechnya tragiec and said
"continued fighting can only
spill more blood and further
decrease international support
for Russian reform.

In his remarks. Clinton
ook the position Russian
would be endangering its own
security by selling reactors to
iran which Washington con-
siders a leading promoter of

state sponsored lerrorism.

Washington is concerned
the spent uranium fuel rods
could -be reprocessed to pro-
dute plutonium-grade materi-
als for weapons if Iran has the
proper eqguipment.

“If this sale goes forward
Russian national security can
only be weakenld in the long
term,” Clinton said.

White House chief of staff
Leon Panetta was tougher in an
interview on CNN television.
Saying Clinton "has made very
clear to the Russians that we
cannot in any way tolerate the
sale of technology that would
give Iran a nuclear capacity.”

"What actions we would

Lake if they ignore us or if they
just simply say. "were not go-
ing to pay attention to your
warnings here." that's some-
thing | think we've got to dis-
cuss down the road.” he said.

Newsweek reported in its
current edition that senlor US
intelligence officials have indi-
cations of a "clandestine” effort
by the Iranian military to ac-
quire a nuclear weapon.

The report also said US
intelligence sources “Have
found evidence of Iranuan [ront
companies combing world
markets for materials, compo-
nents and plans for nuclear

weapons.

Ruling party
leading In
Ethiopian’ polls

ADDIS ABABA, May 8: Vote-
counting is taking pilct after
Ethiopia's first multi-party
general election with the rul-
ing coalition looking virtually

President Meles Zenawi. a
former guerilla who celebrated

his 42nd birthday yesterday, is

almost certain to become
prime minister with
vaecilive powers fol th!
Sunday 'poll. But

Eiopian Natfonl M

Party (ENDP) complained of

| irceguiarities.



