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Anarchic Eruption

Kamalganj thana in Moulvi Bazar is better
known for its ket of Manipuri settlement in
Bhanugachh. ich means there is an island of
art and culture which again should mean an
enclave of humanity. Exactly the opposite over-
took the Patrokhola tea estate in t thana. It
began on May 4 afternoon — a ular m.
Hundreds from village Sﬂsﬁ:r.attackcd the labour
colony of the tea estate. cks and huts were set
to fire and tea workers and their families at-
tacked with lethal weapons.

A case of unpredictable eruption? It was far
from that. Thousands more from the village

ined the attack the next day. About a hundred

ouses were methodically sprinkled with petrol
and set ablaze, five to six hundred heads of cattle
were driven away and people were beaten up so
badly that two older ones died. And the carnage
continued for the third day on May 6 rendering
about 3000 members of the labour colony desti-
tute having nothing in the world to sustain them.
About 200 workers were missing till yesterday.

No, we don't blame the government for this
harrowing mini holocaust. We want the govern-
ment and all other kinds of leadership to realise
the state of our socjal reality and search their
hearts as to how we could come to this pass as
well how to get out utﬁl it. At what level of social
degeneration can ten thousand people — so very
df#g:m and different within their village shell —
involve themselves with such abandon in a vio-
lent crime of such scale against fellowmen ?

Although belated, governmental and social
gear to bring the situa-
tion to normal " and recoup whatever is as yet re-
coverable. This is performance but not at all
good enough. The real thing lies elsewhere, on
some other scale. Small incidents and expres-
sions of intolerance and inaccommodation, small
recourses to irresponsible mastani 1 e ac-
cumulate to erode social equilibrium and other
sustaining agents in vast chunks. Zealotry and
militancy or expression of toughness in any man-
ner pushes the society to the precipice.

Our politics of the recent past has been replete
with the above excesses. As the senior partner in
the national political arena, the government is
more accountable than anybody else for the pre-
sent anarchic situation. Unless our politics re-
forms and soon, anarchic eruptions will spread.

That will be to nobody's good.

Chirac Victory

The French have voted for change. They have
opted out of the 14F-year-lnng socialist presidency
in the person of Francois Mitterrand to greet
conservative Jacques Chirac in the chief execu-
tive's office. His socialist rival Lionel Jospin was
inas distance of success after the first
round, but the conservative mayor of Paris,
Chirac, in a dramatic turn of fortunes, has ulti-
mately clinched the historic victory. The turnout
in the second round of vo went up by a neat
three per cent to make for 67 per cent in place
of 64 per cent in the first round proving the
Emdlts ﬂ%’tethat undecided voters held the key

turning table on Jospin. |
. The narrow margin of votes with which Chirac
has come to power makes it imperative for him
though to keep all his electoral promises; and
since he will be lea France right upto 2000
AD he has a plateful of obligations to fulfil. - :

The policy plank that won him support and
confidence of majority is made up ok two ba-
sic elements: ridding the country of a severe
unempl ent problem by _
and rapid creation of new jobs. and bridging the

disparities that now exist between the
the poor.

France's choice of a conservative president to
lead her through the remainder of the current
century is a t development. As a country
it is the largest in western Europe and has had a
ound of self-assertion in European and in-

backgr
ternational affairs. A conservative in Elysee Palace

“will be more closely watched than his predeces-

sor for the style and tenor he sets during the first

~few months of his incumbency. We wish him well.

World War Memories

‘The resurgence of war" and peace memories

" occasioned by the commemoration in London of

=
-
L

the 50th -anniversary of the end of World War Il
in Europe has, in a manner of speaking, stirred
the placid waters of these of the world — so
far away from the shores of Europe. And why not?
Not o
of
e early forties when we were caught in the
vortex of the war that spilled in this direction.
The association factor put Bangladesh on the
guest list with President Abdur Rahman Biswas
and Begum Hosne Ara Rahman attending the cel-
ebrations in London in the company of other dis-
tinguished heads of government and state and
their spouses  from across the globe. Grandeur

and regalia aré hardly the words with which we

would like to describe the significance of the
commemorative event. There has been so much

more to it. The war veterans' get-together. the

prayer ‘at the St Paul's Cathedral, which had seen
two bombs dropped in its premises having
miraculously failed to burst, d the London

ﬁtz, émd edjaﬂrlnborﬂe lnfthe Hyde Park, must
have deepen e sense of history of the partic-
ipants and observers alike. 24 '
were bridged. _
The service for reconciliation at St Paul's
Cathedral reverberated most appmpﬂategr with
thunck':?'lt message for the present-day leaders. It
us to the past when enemies ECCBIDE frie-
nds and made it a common cause to fight Nazism
and fascism. Then a process of reconciliation fo-
llowed the end of the Great" War with divisions
and animosities giving way to coexistence and
understanding between once-inimical nations

such as the and Japan and the USA and the

USSR, to say nothing of the fall of Berlin wall it-

self, . _ _ . a

While the process of he the past wounds
goes still on, we are having fresh eruptions of
ethnic violence, acts of terrorism and trampling
down of human rights, both political and eco-
nomic. The . trouble in the Balkans, the
"intra- and inter-
polarity of the wo jower structure, and above
all, the pr tion ol nuclear weapons raise the
:g:ctre of human civilisation being reduced to

The wartime memories should now inspire us
to quickly build a new world order.

a very broad-based

nly are we now observant of the still-elusive
' ﬂql:ace but many of us do also bear the memory

The generation gaps

onal arms races, the multi-

ARIO Puzos "Godla-
M ther' was enacted live
in the small town of

Narsingdi. In a burst of {renzy
rival parties involving
honourable meimbers of par-
llament — exacted revenge as
part of a bloody saga the kind
of which marks relations be-
itween feuding malia families. A
young member, niarried only
for six months of one of the
famiilies was beaten 1o death
and in retahation the resi-
dence of the other with seven
inmates locked inside was set
on lire. Il emergency help did

not arrive to get them out of ,

the inferno. those seven would
have perished.

That the casualty figure
kept to the minimum is more
a stroke of luck than a mercy
of the aftackers. And there is
no guarantee that the town will
not witness [resh eruption of
violence soon. In fact, the situ-
alion. according to reports. is
extremely tense and the
town s haunted look betravs a
lull betore the storm. To go by
a lollow-up report, a minister
— lreated as a local godiather
— is nol worried about “the
misundersianding among my
partymen”. He is however wor
ried about the "armed youths"
who do not have a "party but
believe in outright violence”.

Reading between the lines
of his statermnent. one cemes
across guite 4 number of dis-
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olitics from Violence

by Nilratan Halder

Poﬁﬁmherehmﬂﬁkdywhﬂv;_ﬂhhhﬂﬁ-tim
muscle power combine together to

course of politics of the country.

dwh.'—ﬂ:ef-cttht
largely determine the fate of politicians and by extension the

money and

i

turbing bhul unspoken truths.
The cusual way of s dismissal
ol the prolonged bloody leurl
betweerr the two MPs of the
ruling pariy gives the impres-
ston that such developments
are Loo natural 1o be taken se-
riously. Then there 18 Lhie Lacil
reterence .is 1o who the boss is
and who can pull the string

frothh behiiul the scene 1o lead
everntts to his liking. The third

implication — even more
irightening — is in fact an un-
intended admission of the in-
duction of armed thugs into
politice. Whether these mus-
clemen are party cadres or —
as the minister would like us
lo believe — have no party,
makes little difference. The
hard truth is that they are on
the payroll on some political
parties and are a force to
reckon with.

It is exactly at this point
that the argument for likening
the make-up of mafia gangs
with party hierarchy seems to
get credence. Unauthorised

dealing in deadly drugs. arms
and money laundering are the
source of s h and influ-
ence of mafila barons. Politics
here is not likely to be as vi-
cious all the time but there is
no denying the fact that money
and muscle power combine to-
gether to largely determine
the [ate of politiclans and by
extension the course of poli-
tics of the country.

How else do we explain the
Narsingdi incident? No politi-
cal party claiming to have
some respect for democracy
can tolerate such lawless, lewd
and outrageous behaviour of
party MPs who hold responsi-
ble tions in national poli-
tics and society. and are sup-
posed to command respect.
But after more than a week,
the ruling party has neither
come hard upon them nor
seemed to be inclined to take
them to task. The personal an-
imosity and hatred between
the two MPs as distinguished
from internecine feud between

party factions expose the
weakness of our politics. The
MPs have acted against party
discipline and that is enough
reason for the pariy concerned
to cemsor them and take disci-
plinary measures against them

By default of such measures
the detractors in a party get
encouraged to furiher breach
party orders and rules
Allowing concessions such as
this is sure to erode people's
confidence in the partv con
cerned and politics in general.
In effect it sets a precedent of
disrespect for law. If the MFPs
set. such deplorable examples.
lesser mortals are likely 1o be
prone to give in Lo the Lemp-
tation more easily. So*involved
here are not only the inter
party relations and practices
but also the future of politics in
the country.

The question tha! naturally
comes to mind is: if inter-party
politics can be so savage and
vengeful. how the intra-party
politics is going to shape up?
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That politics draws its
sirength from money within an
allowable limit is acceptable
but when the money is used
for purchasing vnlawful muscle
power. it ceases to be a
civilised way of dispensation.
The trend is towards violence.
No doubt the legacy of political
violence is inherited from our
colonial and autocratic past.
But that is hardly an excuse for
continuing the awful practice,
et alone taking it to further
exireme.

it is time that the realisa-
tion dawned on the politicians
that the rising mastan culture
is an offshoot of licentious poli-
tics. It has eaten into the very
vital of our society. To restore
paditical integrity we must
delink musclemanry from poli-
tics once for all. It does net
always call for a developed so-
ciety Lo practice sane politics.
Some Western couniries have
long been practising violence-
free politics. This is despite
the fact that some of those

Y

democracies have the most
haied record bf crime. New
York’'s unmatched crime

domestic politics in a most
democratic way. Politics there

is fiercely competitive but the
;_!.ntrk:I.n! have been success-

'Drastic Measures' to Cure the Banking System

T & recently  held MCC]
A seminar in Dhaka. the

Governor ol Bangladesh
Bank. Mr Khorshed Alam, is
reported to have said that
"more drastic measures will
have tp be taken” to cure the
ills of the banking system (The
Daily Star- April 27th). The
Governor deserves congratula-
tions for being so candid and
bold. In spite of implementing
most of the suggested financial
reforms over the last three
vears or s, the banking sector
is still awash with liquidity.
stuck with a huge unrealised.

debt. and unable to promote °

investment lending which is so
badly needed in the present
state of the economy,. No one
can also f[orget how many
times and in how many ways
the finance minister. Mr Sailur
Rahman. las urded Lhe
bankers ta relax their rules for
greater invesunent lending to
stimulate Lhe economy. It

| didn't séem 1o have much ef-

fect on the banking system.
However., Lhe problem is
that with the building up of a
large loreign reserve, the ex-
change rate has been tending
to appreciate slowly. If the re-
serve keeps accumulating, the
danger is thal the exchange
rate is likely Lo appreciate at a
faster rate. If this happens,
then it will hurt the country's
export competitiveness in the
outside world and thereby
jeopardise the export-led
strategy of development whith
is so critical for pulling the
economy outl of its present
state. No person ol any conse-
quence. can sil idle while such
a danger looms in the horizon.
The appropriate policy re-

sponse ought o be an increase
{ ol productive investment in

the economy so that demand
for imports of capital goods.
industrial inputs and raw ma-
terials increases which will

Jl‘&iﬁﬁ the domestic rate of

growth. on the one hand, and
exercise a downward pressure
o1l the exchange rate, on the
other. The economy can then
keep growing without any fear
ol a setback in the export
conipetitiveniess through ex-
change rate appreciation. It is
in this context that the bank-
‘ing sector assumes a critical
role. But in its present state of
sickness, it looks like the
banking sector is incapable of
playing that role. There is a

- prevailed

by Kabir U Ahmed

It looks like the real interest rate is now much higher than what prevailed in

the profligate period of

1980s. No wonder, people were than borrowing while they are now reluctant to borrow since thzy
feel the pinch when they think of borrowing at such high real rates.

;

systemic insensitivity of the
banks. it seemns, to the needs
of the economy. That's why the
Governor is right in talking
about the need for introducing
some "drastic measures.”

The purpose ol this short
article, however, is to explore
the implications of some of the
issues that the Governor has
focused his attention on. In the
first place, he thought that the
current commercial lending
rates are rather high and
"shouldn’'t have been more
than 9 or 10 per cenl in view
of the cost of fund at around 6
to 6.5 per cent”. In the second
place. according to him, "the
new banks are permitted to
bring about more competition
in the banking. sector. They
are starting with a clean slate,
we will urge them to lower
their interest rates and re-
spond to the market.”

High Interest Rates

The current lending rates
of the commercial banks are
somewhere between 12 per
cent and 16 per cent or even
higher depending on the pur-
pose of the loan. riskiness and
bank-client relationship. With
the prevailing inflation rate of
about 2 per cent. as is claimed
by the government, the real
interest rate tomes to between
10 per cent and 14 per cent
which is very high indeed.
Compare these with the real
rates of aboul 6 per cent to 7

per cent when the nominal
rates were somewhere bet-

ween 18 per cent and 20 per
cent with an average inflation
rate of about 12 per cent to 13
per cent in the 1980s. [t looks

" like the real interest rate is

now much higher than what
in the profligate
period of 1980s. No wonder,
people were Lhan borrowing
while they are now reluctant to
borrow since thev feel the
pinch when they think of
borrowing at such high real
rates. But this real interest
rate was not what
Governor had in mind when he
was saying that the inlerest

rate should have been some

the -

where beiween O per cent or
10 per cent. He was talking of
nominal rate and was drawing
attention to the influence ol
past debls on current interest
rates. In his own words. “Lhe
commercial lending rales of
the banks should have been
much lower if it was not for
the large debt overhand.”

Justice in Fixing Interest
Rate

The most important ques-

tion that it raises is the lollow-

ing: why should the past bad

debts of the entire banking

sector be a major determinant
of the current rate of interest?

The answer is that the banks .

would like to recover their
losses by raising current inter-
est rates. Three points need to
be made against such a posi-
lion of the banks.

First of all, the arbitrary
shifting of burdens f[rom the
previous defaulting generation
to the new generation ol bor-
rowers is both economically
ahd socially unjust. Of course,
if these two generations con-
sist of exactly the same set of

people or even Lheir children
and grandchildren who bene-

fitted from what their parents
or grandparents did. then such
shifting is permissible
(although there are some ethi-
cal questions about it). In such
a rare case, society should ap-
prove of this kind of inter-
generational shifting of bur-
dens. But if the new generation
of borrowers is a different set
of people, then why should
they pay for the mistakes, mis-
use and even abuse of the soci-
ety's scarce capital resource by
others for which they were not
responsible? This is an injus-
tice on the new generation of
borrowers. '

Further, a high interest
rate discourages investment

and thereby slows down the

~ potential rate of growth of the

economy. As a result, hundreds
of thousands of people are de-
prived of their potential em-.
ployment and' income.
Therefore, by raising  interest
rale above what is supposed to
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Sir, We are surprised and
shocked at US trade embargo
against Iran. We wohder how
far the US policy towards some
Middle East countries — Iraq.
Libya and now Iran — i§ rea-
sonable and justified.

In 1823 the USA was se-
cluded from the rest of the
world because of dual principle
of US foreign policy as enunci-
ated in Monroe's doctrine. Is

in 1995 President Bill Clinton

going to pursue a peculiar doc-
trine of market economy on

the one hand and economic
sanction on the other to com-
mit another folly?

From the beginning of the
19th century to the middle of
the 20th century the French
and the British dominated the
world politics. The European
Union in Brussels has ex-
pressed its unwillingness to
Join in President Bill Clinton's
trade and investment embargo
.on Iran. We also do not support
this policy of the US.

It is said that before 1914
the American people were
abysmally ignorant concerning
international relations. It was
under President F D Roosevelt
that the USA entered into the
arena of international politics
in' the 1930's. Thereafier
Secretaries of State George
Marshall (1947-49) under
President Truman. John
Foster Dulles (1953-59) under
President Eisenhower, Dean
Rusk (1961-69) under Presi-
dent Kennedy and President

be the normal rate. the entire
economy is held hostage. Why
should su many people. or
rather the entire society. pay
so dearly for the mistakes or
misdeeds of a group of individ-
uals of the past generation?

If one compares such esca-
lation of interest rate with the
increase in the price of an in-
dustrial product, one can ap-
preciate better what has been
said abote. Suppose the jute
industry tries lo recover its
past unrealised debts by rais-
ing the price of its product.
What will happen to the sale of
jute products in the marke}
and to the jute industry as a
whole? The sale of jute prod-
ucts both at home and abroad
will decline and the foreign
stippliers of jute products will
capture the market. The do-
mestic jute industry will have
to close down its factories Lo-
day or tomorrow. Therefore. it
is not possible for theYule in-
dustry. or for that matter any
industry, to shift the byrden of
its past debits (o the [uture
buvers by way of escalaling the
price ol its products if
cotnpelitive suppliers exisi in
the market. If this is right,
then how can the banking
industry manage to do that and
get away with it? The answer
is that (a) the entry into the
banking industry is difficult
due to heavy capital
requirement. and that (b} the
law of the land governing the
financial market gives
protection to the banking sys-
temn to a substantjal exient. In
other words, a combination of
both the natural monopoly and
the legal monopoly operate in
the financial market. In spite
of these entry barriers, the fact
remains that if the banks pur-
sue wrong interest rate poli-
cies for long. they will lose
business, income and control

over the market since legal ar
illegal competitors will ceme
up in the market. The%older
banks may evenlually o
bankrpt.

Secondly. the hanking laws
in Bangladesh nway be lenient,
and their implementation may

ﬂl
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Johnson. Henry A Kissinger
(1973-77] under President
Niyon and President Ford and
the celebrated President
George Bush himself (1980-

- 93] played very significant and

monumental roles in building
an image, reputation and
goodwill of the USA world
wide and fostering friendship

~and close relations with many

countries in Asia, Europe and
Africa.

Unfortunately it appears
today that the USA is losing
her international respect and
goodwill gradually and her long
championship for the cause of
freedom. democracy, market
economy and human rights is
being relegated to the back-
ground. !

May we request the USA for
a ch of heart. for a ¢
of policy — not for the sake of
change only but for the overall
well-being of the entire
mankind. .

We strongly believe that
friendship and cooperation al-
ways lead one to success,
peace and prosperity. Enmity
and non-cooperation only
bring failure and sufferings.

O H Kabir
Dhaka- 1203

Sir, D’klﬂhf}ﬂ]é tragedy ap-
peafs to have terribly shaken
the entire USA particularly its
President and the Pentagon.
‘The other day CNN flashed a
sensational news for the world
viewers — UUSA has imposed an
ecornomic sanction against lran
for not discouraging terrorism
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by bowing down Lo the wishies
of the USA). Economic sanc-
tion of 4000 billion dollars and
oil embargo are meant to bring
Iran on her knees and bow
down to the wishes of USA.

A car bomb explosion could
trigger so much havoe; so
much catastrophe, so much
loss of human lives and materi-
als was perhaps unthinkable to
the courageous Americans, its

President and the most power-

ful Pentagon. Oklahoma explo-
sion, painful though, has, how-
ever, proved that USA is no
more a world power to order
anything or everything she
wishes. No doubt USSR is
dead, split up into pieces and a
wreck of the past. But a new
power, perhaps. has emerged
in the shape of Iran. So
America and for that matter
her President Bill Clinton is so
much shaken. He, perhaps to
save his position and power
and his ebbing popularity to
his people, has created the
latest sensation by threat of
economic sanction and oil em-
bargo against Iran. But does
Iran care a fig for it?

Flt Lt (Retd) Mohiuddin
Dhalaa

Cruelty of men

Sir. On April 22, '95. in a
local paper of Chittagong,
there was a news about a baby
girl being murdered by her fa-
ther, simply because he was
irritated by her crying The
vexed falher threw his two-
year-old daughter repeatedly
on the floor causing her in-

TS " —

stantuaneous death. I is not the
first time that children had
‘died in the hands of their fa-
thers for the tlimsiest reasons,
we Hear about this sort of inci-
dents frequently. It is a great
pity that they have io lose their
lives in the hands of some one
they look upon as a protector.
These happenings has

" something to muse about. [

have a feeling that if it had
been the responsibility of fa-
thers to care for the children
in infancy, world population
would have diminished on one
hand and on the other. erip-
pled persons would have been
on the increase, as children
would have been maimed in
greater numbers.

It was reported in newspa-
pers that a mother was hacked
to death by her son at Singha
village in Lahgi of Habiganj on
April 28, '95. Again it is not
the first time in which parents
had been murdered by their
sons. These appalling iuci-
dents too happen quite fre-
quently.

[ am not implying that
mothers do not ever kill their
offsprings but it is rather rare.

Till now. | have ne knowl-
edge of incidents in which
daughters are guilty of the un-
speakable crime of killing
their parents.

S0, | think our world woald
have been a much better place
to live in if men had the same
compassionate nature as
WO EDN

Nur Jahar
Easi Nasirabad. f.’-h"tw

be 100 costly. Lime-consuming
arul ineffective. The borrowers
ol 1hfe past decade might have
been fully aware, and Look ad-
varilage. of these weaknesses.
If this is right.
shauld others be made to pay
for the the sins ol Lthe original
hurrowers”

Finallv. there may be
teeper issues that need to be
Tuncovered than what a con- \
ventional approach te the debt
problem may reveal. The
problem could be systemic
rather than borrower-specific,

which mweans that the borrow-
ers might have acted in collu-
sion with people in the high
offices of the administration
and the banks. Whether this
proposition is valid or invalid
should be investigated by the
government and the [indings
should be made public so that
no one can have any misper-
ception about the problem.

banks and

Competitive Banking

The Governor wants com-
petition in the banking sector
and hopes that the new banks,
"starting with.a clean slate”,
will be able 1o reduce interest
rates. Banking sector in
Bangladesh consists of both
publicly-owned and privately-
owned banks. bul they are few
in number. This gives Lhe sec-
tor an "vligopolisti¢” structure
with the characteristic that

some large banks dominate the

field of operations while the
smaller ones follow what the
bigger ones do. The interest
rates do not differ very much
among the banks but the qual-
ity and range of their services
do. By the very nature of the
industry and the level of devel-
opmenl of the. economy, it is
difficult to imagine that there
can be very many banks to
compeie with each other at

OPINION

then why \

- rowers to the new

the preseni lime or in the|

near future. But some more ef-
ficiently-run private banks will
reduce the dominance of a few
large banks in the financial
sector. Right now, the reality
in Bangladesh economy is that
by far the largest banks which
set the market ralte are also
the most debt-ridden ones.
Whatever these large banks
decide shape the market pol-
icy. The hewer banks are the
lollowers and not the leaders
in delermining- the market
rate of inérest.

The older private banks
also seem to have their share
of* problems in that their large
shareholders : the
banks' loanable funds for pro-
moting their own businesses.
The new private banks, on the
other  hand, will initially have
to cover their large fixed costs
of establishment and may not
be in a position to compete °
with the larger publicly-owned
banks in reducing interest
rates. If they could. that wouid
be the most welcome devel-

t in the economy.
Concluding Observations:

From the loregoing analysis
and observations, some con-
clusions lollow : (i) the present
high real rate of interest acts*
as a disincentive to the in-
vestors and it should be
brought down by cutting the
nominal rates; (ii) the high
nominal rate charged by the
dominant banks is distorting
the alloca of financial re-
sources in economy, shift-
ing the burden of debt repay-
ment from the original bor-
generation
of borrowers which is unjust,

- and depriving the society from

potential growth of output,
employment and income,
which is a loss to the :
(iii] newer banks should be al-
lowed to enter and compete
freely in the market so as to
make the sector com-
petitive, and finally (iv) the
debts of the banks must be
realised from the original bor-

rowers and must not be
on to any other group in the
'society in any form.

Natural Disasters : Field )

Exercises
A Husnain

April 29 was remembered
this vear. as in the other ‘
tor Lhe colossal devastation
caused by the cyclore and tidal
wave soime years ago in which
over a lakh people perished.
Since then a vast emergency
reliel neiwork is known to
have been set up. including the
construction of hundreds of
cyclone shelters in the coastal
belt and prone areas. There
are lood storage arrangements
and emergency transport and
communication facilities,
which could be geared up for
operation within hours of the
wealher watning,

The authorities concerned
do not seem_ inclined to feed
the press with enough infor-
mation and dala, and there ap-
pears to be no Awareness
Campaign or Week about these
reliefl arrangements. April 29
is the right date for carrying
out a dress rehearsal and feld
operation w get the team op-
erators in the field familiar
with the exercise.

Now and then we read that
a  Master Plan has been
planned (updating. expansion,
and modernisation of the old
Plan] and 1§ ready lor imple-

mentation ta cope with the
food, medical, shelter and
other emergency supplies

There is silence on' the use ol
solar power supply during
emergency for communication
and reliel work Where are the

hundreds ol coastal rescue
craft which would be needed
cuddendy”  ny prolotype

constal vessel designed by our
losing shipyards™ tHas the rural

' wireless ielephone reached

the shelter buildings?:
Guide books, handbooks,
field manuals. and the Blue
Book are not publicised for
public information. to stress
home the point that the gov-
ernment is seriously ready to
cope with future natural disas-
ters. Many foreign donor |
agencies have come forward
with assistance packages in
cash, kind or expertise. The
meodels of some of the proto-
type cyclone shelters are not
displayed for public view.

There are very lew seminars,
or discussion meetings at
grassroots level at the local
spots to cope with the emer-
gency. The operation sched-
uled in the blueprint has to in-
leract with the local people of
each area. The publicity cam-
paign locally, and in the mass
media must be adequate for
the formation of the gorrect

image. It is easy to produce I
video tape with computer
simulation (we have the soft-
ware experts] for training and

familiarisaton.

Prayers for the dear de-
parted and the use of mikes in
the cities are only a part of the
exercise on this anniversary
day. It is hoped that the next
anniversary would be field-re-
lated and more visible with
demonstration exercises in the
coastal belt, participated ac
tively by the local people on
the pattern of muhltary ¢« ver
vises camed out durnng € w
time. There is nothing like
hands-on training




