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Not Faring Well

A 1991-92 survey of household expenditure,
made puiblic recently. has conlirmed what we all
knew by merely looking arouand us. The report
said that nearly half of our population 51.6 mil-
lion - are living below what is called the absolute
poverty line, ‘defined by per day kilo calorie in-
take of 2,122 per capita. There is a sub-group of
so-callked hard-core poor of 30.4 million within
the above group, defined by a lower kilo calorie
intake of 1.805 per person per dav. The survey
goes into details of how much our poor people
spcnd on food as compared to other items, how
the protein intake has varied over the years, and
many other important indicators to judge how
our people are faring. ¢

The bottom line is that they are not faring well
at all. Blehind these categories of so-called
‘absolute poor' and 'hard-core poor' lie grim real-
ities of deprivation, chronic malnutrition. ex-
ploitation and hardship which are tar below hu-
man dignity. People live under conditions which
people. nowhere in the world, should be forced
to live under. While slogans of ¢ducation, health
and what niot "By the Year 2000" rend the air,
more and more people are swelling the ranks of
absolute poor. | |

What we would like to point ou! today is the
nature of our politics for a country whose half the
population lives below the absolute poverty line —
mark the word 'absolute’ . Let us hasten to add
that the other half is not far above it, except for a
small group of privileged few. One would have ex-
pected that it will be totally dominated by the
concerns of poverty, and. how quickly and
durably, we could come out of it. And vet how far
away is our politics from it all.

Government's budget allocations continue to
favour the urban as against the rural, the rich in
preference to the poor and industry as opposed
to agriculture. We still continue to expand can-
tonments and army divisions, diverting scarce re-
sources into areas we can, by any definition of
logic and ethics, hardly afford. Even a fraction of
collective attention by the opposition on poverty
alleviation , as compared to the single-minded
determination with which it pursued the issue of
a ‘caretaker government' for the next election,
would have done wonders to bring the poverty
debate on to the centre-stage of our national
agenda. But for that to happen. our politicians —
on both sides of the fence — will have to under-
stand what such statistics, as referred to above,
really mean. May be we should start judging po-
litical parties on their "poverty alleviation
agenda”, and on nothing else. Coming election is
the best time to do so. "

Tremor Without a Size-

Wouldn't you find anywhere the like of this
land, so said D L Ray in his unforgettable song.
Taken out of context this expression of ecstatic
love for one’s own clime can be used to heart-
lessly deride the same native land. The

the nation than the land it populates. What

desh doesn’t have the gadgets to take
the Richter Scale reading of the tremor?
Incredible but true, it doesn’t. This anachronism
of a state doesn't even have the wherewithal to
dependably measure the duration of the quake
making such absurd claim of 49 seconds possi-
ble to appear in the press.

We do have a seismological observatory down
there at Chittagong. But it has 1ot been fully de-
veloped to do the whole range of seismological
observation and analysis. And the equipment with
which this was commissioned 'in 1965 has in
thirty years of non-modernisation and non-re-

lenishment come to be of littie use. The

hittagong observatory was reportedly out of
reach of the world from two days before the
tremor — its telephone was dead Experts feel
‘there should. at least be three, fully-fledged
seismological observatories in the country.

How s a nation become a unation ? By some
single act, some single historical incident? No, a
population grows into a nation through a myriad
steps. A state is a nation’s political expression,
more formalised and with definitive structures
permitting nothing that is undefined and inde-

earm?uake of Saturday shook more the sensibili-
ties o
7

terminate. How shall we assess Bangladesh's po-

sition in the above light? National maturation is
much too complex a process to tay any blame on
anything or any quarter for certain bad perfor-
mance. The matter of the state has a solidity of
its own. But governance is a different story. If you
cannot track a cyclone and do not forewarn your
vulnerable sections of citizens, you will have to
draw the flak for governmental failure. The same
would hold ﬁ%;ase of the earthquake.

. toMake Do

Parts of this capital city of eight million souls
have turmed lit into a . That is an ex-
pression in Bengali of unsurpassed exasperation

and suffering arising from water scarcity.
The installed capacity of WASA to service this
mega-population doesn’'t come to even half of

what is required. What can WASA do to help
these ket Karbalas with its present poor ca-
pact The Rampura situation where water is

currently selling at Tk four a pitcher should be an
gﬁ—opencr'to e WASA as well as to the citizens.
en anything becomes a commodity and is in

abysmally
vast demand, a fertile ground for corruption
opens up. The sufferers in Rampura suspect cor-
ruption at the root of their problem. ,

A kind of unfairness is built into our distribu-
tive systems of amenities. Power loadshedding is
spreadir’l&tn new areas as it is getting longer and
longer. The shortfall, however, is not distributed
equally among all sections of people and indus-
try. Mg.km g a complete farce of democracy water
is also supplied on a privilege-scale basis. Why ?

That Dgaka ticks at all is, due to the fact that
most of its residents cannot or do not consume
the absolutely daily minimum of 100 litre per
head. Their consumption is much less. It is likely
that 20 r cent of consumers eat up 60 per
cent of WASA's supply. This built-in unfairness
isn't any less injurious than corruption on a vast
scale. Be it water or electricity . Let uurs be a case
of shared austerity. And for Gods sake let not
WASA emulate the power systems loss syndrome.
Most people still can do witho' | power but no
people can do without wader.

short supply compared to a yawning |

AHINDRANATH Tagore
nat only distinguished
himsell as a great poet,
short story writer, dramatist,
painter and composer, but he
also excelled in his un-
mistakablv reformist vision and
action which, 1 feel, deserve
cur special attention for the
rreative possibilities and
encouraging results they
exhibited

A Zamindar as Tagore was,
he also emerged as a re-
formist, aiming at the emanci-
pation of the downtrodden
neople of Bengal. For example,
he desired to eradicate illiter-
autv ol the poor, and establish
moddel villages which would
serve as 1 source of mspiration
for the entire India of his
times. He thought of educating
the entire population of his
Zamindary and offering them
all kinds of facilities which
could possibly be made avail-
hile

liu lis letter from Russia,
Kibindranath explicitly and
emphatically mentioned about
the improvement of the con-
dition ol the peasan! commu-
nity through making them seli-
reliant. He strongly held the
view that land does not belong
to Zamindars, but to those
agriculturists who cultivate it.

A_series of reform measures
were undertaken by Rabin-
dranath Tagore in his
Zamindary to improve the lot
of his tenants. He was no doubt
right when he thought of im-
proving the agricultural sector
on which the majfority of.the
population was dependent. He
was ol Lthe opinion that there
would not be any improvement
of agriculture unless the culti-
vation of land is carried out
collectively through a coopera-
tive system. It is difficult to
cultivate land which is frag-
mented. In his own way,
Rabindranath, though not be-
ing an agricultural scientist,
introduced the cultivation of
potaloes through a scientific
metlhod. Initially. the cultiva-
tion ol polatves was under-
taken in colboration with the

poel drinnatist -agricullural ex-
pert Dwijendra Lal Roy. but

wiltligut SLUUCESS, But
Rabuwdranath was not discour-
aged at all, at his failure in
producing qualily potatoes in a
large quantity. But then, his
experimental project carried
out by his tenants around the
Shilaidaha estate achieved
mwore than encou results.
This was reflected in the re-
port of 1899 which was
recorded in the lamd records
of agriculture. The report said:
"Experiments with Nanital
potatoes were made by Mr
Rabindranath Tagore in the
Tagore estate at Shilaidah in
the Kushtia Sub-Division. The
crop was not satisfactory owing
to the defective cultivation.
One of Mr Tagore's tenants,
however, working under more
[avourable circumstances ob-
tained a bumper crop from a
portion of the same seed and
success of the experiment is
said to have induced several

While observing the |134th anniversary of birth of the great poet, at a time when we are more concerned than
ever before with poverty alleviation, it is also fitting to have an insight into a humanist Rabindranath and his

concern for the poor.

neighbouring Rayots to take
potato cultivation. Their exper-
iments together with others
introduced by Mr Tagore on
his farm will be continued.”
Having been somewhat un-
successful in his potato culti-
vation project. Rabindranath
had sent his son Rathindranath
to America for higher studies
in Agriculture. When Rathin-
dranath returned. Rabind-
ranath Tagore established two
experimental agricultural
farms — one in Shilaidah and
the other in Patisar in 1910. In
Shilaidah, cultivation began on
as many as 80 acres of land.
The seeds of maize, clover and
alfalfa were imported from
America. Modern implements
were also brought in. A small
laboratory reasonably equipped
with modern implements was
set up for soil-testing. In

Patisar, lractors. pump sels
and fertiliser were introduced

to bring about changes in the
method of tural cultiva-
tion. Rathindranath himself
conducted tractors and trained
a number of agriculturists to
handle a tractor. As a result,
the production of agricultural
produces went up consider-
ably. Cultivators increasigly
took an Interest in-purchasing
tractors. Rabindranath charged
a nominal one taka per acre for
the payment of the salary of
the tractor driver.

There was thus quite a re-
markable achievement in agri-
culture in Shilaidah. Rathin-
dranath was delighted to
receive a piece of compliment
from Mr Mayron Phelps (a

lawyer from New York. who
was on a tour to India). who
lold Rathindranath that he
"had discovered a genuinely
successful American farm”

Having collected money
from his s, Rabindranath
established an Agricultural
Bank at Patisar in Rajshahi in
1905 to popularize the coop-
erative system. Credit was
granted to the poor agricultur-
ists and others with a view to
boosting agricultural produc-

tion and promoting cottage in-

by Mohammad Amjad Hossain

dustry. The bank began its op-
eration with Rs 90,000 paid up
as capital. The depositors used
to receive an amgunt of inter-
est to the tune of 7 per cent,
while the debtors paid at 12
per cent per annum. The main
purpose of establishing the
Agricultural Bank was to free
the poor cultivators from the
clutches of local money-len-
ders. Rabindranath took so
much interest in the dewvelop-
ment of the cooperative sys-
ten and welfare of the poor
that he invested in the Bank
his entire one lakh twenty
thousand rupees which he re-
ceived as the Nobel Prize for
literature. It is true that the
poor people of Patisar suc-

ceeded in paying back loans to
money-lenders. It is also true
that money-lenders had to
leave Patisar. But. it is dis-
heartening to note that be

cause of the mismanagement
and misuse of the Bank by the
managerial members. the bank
ceased to function after (wenty
years of its successful opera-
Lion.

Apart from potato-cultiva-
tion, Rabindranath also intro-
duced the cultivation of quality
sugarcane and mulberry. He
also advocated In favour of
planting saplings of shimul,
banana, pineapple, date palms,
etc, along the ridge of plots
and around the homestead
courtyards to alleviate poverty.
Indeed, the thought of improv-
ing the quality of life of the
poor tenants occupied his
mind.

This systemn of collecting
money under the Zamindari of
Tagore remained absolutely
voluntary. No coercion was ex-
ercised in any way to collect
wil. It may be noted that the
people of Janipur under the
Shilaidah estate were ex-
empted from paying additicnal
taxes, as the tenants them-
<clves constructed a Kachari
house (Zamindar's office) vol-
untarily.

f{f Money was collected by
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bindranath among peasants at Shilaidah

adopting other methods. For
exampie. the registration of
iransfer of property was
granted on a fixed fee. The
rate was five rupees on 100,
whereas two and a hall rupees
per 100 was collected at the
time of leasing out landed

which was spent mainly for the
construction of roads. schools
and madrasas. and for the re-
construction ef mosgues and
temples identified by a
Benevolent Council which was
comprised of- representatives
elected by the tenants them-
selves. This council alse con-
sisted of members from the
Muslim community. The coun-
cil, in fact. coordinated and
supervised necessary construc-
tion works. The money was
also reserved for the rainy sea-
son when the poor tenants
used to suffer most. These
poor tenants were granted
loans, when they were in dire
need of money. Similarly, the
tenants were exempted from
paying tax, when the inability
to pay was proven beyond
doubt. It is, therefore, evident
that extra taxes collected from
the tenants were used for the
welfare of the taxpayers.
Rabindranath Tagore was
the first one to have intro-
duced the health cooperative
system for the treatment of
the tenants of his Zamindary.
To start with, the Maharshi
Charitable dispensary In
Shilaidah, and a big hospital in
Patisar were established, while
three doctors were employed
in the three regions of

Kaligram Pargana of his estate.

Law and order situation un-
der Rabindranath's Zamindary
was simply exemplary. In his
own way, Rabindranath put in
the judiciary system. During
his tenure of Zamindary, no
tenant ever went to file a case
in the court of law.
Rabindranath employed the
five Pradhans (five heads) for
this judiciary purpose. From
each village, a person was se-
lecied by the people, and the
heads of the villages finally
nominaied live persons [rom
the Headmen of Lthe Pargana.

They were known as Pancha
Pradhan (five heads) who were
responsible for -settling
grievances and disputes of the
tenants- including the criminal
cases. Rabindranath himsell
played the role of a Supreme
Court. On unresolved issues.
and unsatisfactory results of
the panchayats (village coun-
cil). the tenants had the privi-
lege to make an appeal to
Rabindranath Tagore for the
final verdict. Five heads were
assigned to resolve any dispute

Twenty Years after the War — Vietnam's

Icon is an Aging Monk

Many observers are convinced that today's Vietnam is an economic dragon waiting to take off, with

Singaporean technocrat Lee Kwan Yew playing the role of Hanoi's new

guru. But this vision ignores the

depth of popular yearning for something or someone that can fill Vietnam's spiritual void. So far the one
figure who comes closest to meeting it is an aging monk named Thich Huyen Quang, who has been
imprisoned without trial since December. Pacific News Service editor Andrew Lam, a San Francisco writer
and journalist, travels frequently to his native country of Vietnam. Here is his report :

Y mauty a [oreigner's ac-

count, Vietnam 20

. vears after thé war has
become a quintessential secu-
lar country — a tangle of bill-
boards. [light times, mini-ho-

tels, factories, high-tech night
clubs. The real icon of the age,

-Ho Chi Minh's true successor,

is Singaporean technocrat Lee
Kwan Yew. whose blend of soft
authoritarianism and free
markel economics has become
East Asia's new religion. But a
Vietnamese will tell you that
this is far too simplistic a
picture for a country that is
3.000 years dld. Vietnamese
are Loo rooted in spirituality,
too informed by religious
tradition to accept the glamour
of the cosmopolitan city as a
substitute for real religious.
[reedom and civil~liberty. If

‘anyone has replaced revered

but long dead communist
Uncle Ho, it is an aged monk
named Thick Huyen Quang,
the abbot of the outlawed
United Buddhist Church of

Vietnam, who has been im-

prisoned without trial since
last December. p
Previously nominated for
the Nobel peace prize, Quang
is a constant thorn in Hanoi's
side as it struggles with the
loss of its own ideological di-
rection following the fall of
Communism in the Soviet

Union. While party bureaucrats '

appear willing to forfeit com--
munism (o embrace the free
market economy. millions of
Vietnamese, especially the
young, are flocking to
churches and temples to re-
discover Lheir spiritual roots
and fill the ideological vacuum.
It is this mass base, and the
ability to wield religion as a
nationalist weapon much as Ho
Chit Minh wielded nationalism
As a religious weapon, that

Fives Quang, and the Buddhist

iand Christian clergy in gen-
eral. their potential power.
il is why Hanoi, even as it

opens its doors to foreign in-
vestment and loosens its grip
on the society as a whaole,
paradgxically continues to
crack down on religious lead-
ers. Hanoi knows only too well
the tumultuous relationship

- religious leaders have had with

the Vietnamese state stretch-
ing back for centuries.
Persecute a monk, the history
bpoks warn, and the dynasty

- will fall apart.

It was, in fact, a monk of
Quang's religious order whose

act of self-immolation in 1963

reverberated around the
world, ultimately toppling the
Diem government.

No mere aberration, that
fiery aet of defiance sets
Vietnamese apart from their
Chinese neighbours to the
north. While Chinese dissi-
dents brave imprisonment and
execution to demand Western-
style political change,
Vietnamese Buddhists immo-
late themselves. Their spiritual
reference point lies in a
Hindu-Buddhist south rather
than a Confucian north. When

Sir, On the International

Press Freedom Day, May 3, the

Government of Bangladesh did
not free the nationalised Radio
and TV, inspite of infinite
promises off and one.

Even alternative private
channels are not allowed,
although CNN and BBC are be-
ing relayed.

Begum Khaleda Zia's regime
still seems to have no trans-
parency. It is high time the

- Prime Minister spoke on the
issue before the general elee--

tions.
A Husnain

Thich Huyen Quang late last
year, a dozen monks and lay-
men were planning to immo-
late themselves to protest reli-
gious oppression. The last
thing Hanoi could afford was to

have pictures of monks going

up in flames flashed across the
global media.

Meanwhile no charismatic
leader has emerged from the
now much distrusted

Communist party. Instead, the

thirteen-member politburo is
driven by internal fighting,
with some members report-
edly pushing for a multi-party
democratic system. To counter
such moves, Prime Minister
Vo Van Kiet and President Le
Duan, once barely visible, now
appear frequently on TV.
Widely viewed as corrupt,

these Marxist-Leninist trained

figures light incense sticks and
pray in churches at every op-
portunity. _

It is, after all, a headache to
run a country with such a
bloody past and a precarious

present. If Hanoi clamps down
harder on society, there will
be an upheaval. Yet if it allows a

Sir, It is reported that
Chinese officials and a United
Arab Emirates (UAE) trading
firm have agreed to set up a
16-million dollar factory In
Dubai to make cigarettés for
the Gulf region

The news s indeed a
shocking one because when
the world, especially the de-
veloped countries of the world
are intensifying campaign
against smoking and trying to
diversify the business of the
tohacco companies, the UAE
has taken up plan to set up a
huge cigarette factory in Dubai!

One can easily imagine the
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. Impact of this 16-million dol-
~ lar cigarette factoty towards

new charismatic leadership to’
emerge from the ranks of the
clergy — or, for that matter.
from Buddhist human rights
activists like imprisoned doc-
tor Nguyen Dang Que or poet
Nguyen Chi Thien, who lives
under house arrest — it could
also prove politically fatal. At
77 the abbot Thich Huyen
Quang's time is running out.
But from the Buddhist per-
spective, his death could prove
catalytic.

Two years ago in Hue, some
40,000 people turned out in
the largest mass demonstra-

tion since the end of the war -

to protest the arrest of Thich
Tri Tuu, abbot of the Thien Mu
Pagoda. Tuu was charged with
failing to denounce a layman's
self-immolation to protest re-
ligious on.

What Quang and the
Politbure both know is that the
bloodless Singaporean model
will never satisfy the Vietna-
mese soul. At some point real
political change is inevitable.
And when it comes, the more
the top resists, the fiercer the
fires at the bottom will burn.

éncouraging smoking and

creating new smokers on hu-
man health and environment.

So, it Is expected that UAE
and other countries of the
world will discourage setting
up of new cigarette [actories
and take pragmatic measures
to persuade people Lo siop
smoking for protecting health
and environment. And, rather
set up such factories as can
produce items of utility conge-
nial to health and environ:
ment.

M Zahidul Hague

Press and Publicity Secretary.
Bangladesh Society for
Conservation of Environment

of the tenants. The tenants ac-

cepled this system heartily, as
the case in the court otherwise

involved a considerable amount
ol moeney, apart from the prob-
lems of transport and accom-
modation which were inade-
quate during those old days. In
fact. no money was needed (o
be spent under Lhe judiciary
systemm of Tagore. In the
Kaligram estate. a complete
sysiemn of self-government was
introduced by Rabindranath
which continued until the par-
tition of British India.

in 1908, Rabindranath
Tagore introduced a new sys-

tem. namely, the Mondalee .

Pratha |la sort of Council) to
break the bureaucratic red-
tapism of the Zamindary ad-
ministration. This council was
composed of a chief rent-col-
lector and two members. each
irom among the Muslim and
the Hindu tenants to oversee
development activities and
collection of revenue from the
tenanis. The Birahimpur
Pargana was divided into five

Rabindranath as a Reformer: His Poverty Alleviation Efforts

regions. while the Kaligram
Pargana ol his estate into three
regions., for the expediency of
vis administration. The council
used to hold meeting every

week to take stock of the
activities.
Bureaucrats were disup-

pointed following the intro-
duction of this system which
curtailed their wunbridled
power and reduced corruption
considerably. Bureaucrats. in
lact. were made accountable to
the council. and administra-
tion was made transparent in
the real sense of the term.
Development activities
stepped up. and the conditions
in villages improved. Many
roads. schools, madrasas and
charitable dispensaries were
constructed, and repair works
on mosques and temples were
carried out. while weaving
spindles began operation in
almost everv house of this es-
Late

Rabindranath. who com-
bined in himself a poel. a
philosopher and a seer will
remain imunortal ajse for
benevolent services he had
rendered during the tenure of
his Zamindary for alleviation of
poverty of the suffering ex-

ploited tenants
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A New Draft

The year is 1999. California notifies Washington that it has
finally run out of jurors for the O J Simpson trial. On the ad-

vice ol Lhe National Security

Council the President has no

choice but Lo reinstitute the draft. It proves to be an un-
popular decision since every licensed driver in the country
musli register with Lhe local draft board.

To keep it fair, the nation holds a lottery and all potential
draftees are given a number. Those called are promised that
they will be home by Christmas. Full-time college students are

given deferments., and ecitizens who claim to

suffer from

claustrophobia are excused if they have a doctor's certificate.
The President and his staff were confident that they could

produce a jury in one month, but they hadn't counted on the
countrv's vehement resistance to jury duty.

Filty per cent ol those whose draft numbers were called
left for Canada. Others refused to be sworn in and lay down on
the courtroom tloor until the judge ordered the bailiff to

remove them.

A ghant anti-O J Simpson-jury rally was held at Disneyland,

and attended by more thah one million people. They shouted,
"Hell. no we won't go." and "Two, four, six, love — we won't
look at O J's glove."

One protester told reporters, "l served my country as a
juror in Watergate. Let somebody younger decide -whose wool
cap it is.”

To the cheers of the crowd another shouted, "l was at the
Menendez trial. | swore I'd never be a hung juror again.”

A third protester complained. "If you serve on the O J jury.

you never know what's going on. The judge keeps sending you
out of the room. I'd prefer to sit at home and judge O .J on

. CNN where at least they tell you what all the DNA talk

means.

A conscientious objector said, "It ain't worth it. Once the

trial is over — nobody cares whether you served or not. I'd
. rather go lo jail than look at blood-sample slides all day long.”

The President was shaken bv the demonstrations and
welit on Lhe air Lo rally the country.

He sald, "America cannot go forward unless this trial is
brought to a swift resolution. The more mistrials we have, the
weaker the dollar becomes. Every hung jury gives aid and

~comfort to our enemies. | don't like the O J draft any more
than you do, but without it there is no way of finding 12 men

and women who can come

to an impartial decision. | ask

everyone in Canada to return home, and | pledge amnesty to

all those who left.

'l am also happy o announce that anybody who serves on
the O.J Simpson jury for more than four years can attend the
college of his or her choice or buy a house with an FHA loan at

5 per cent interest.

"Overturning white Broncos in protest is not the answer to
this problem. It only gives the American judicial system a bad

name.”

By arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and
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May Day

R R
and the Exploited

~,

Shahabuddin Mahtab

A few days ago the lst of

| May. 1995 passed off as a pub-*

lic holiday. The usual messages

| were published in the media,

and the meetings and the sem-
inars held. The newspaper edi-
torials lauded the sacrifices of
the Chicago workers in 1986,
who drenched themselves in
blood, so that the light-hour
work day could be established.
How far all these are reflected
in the lives of the workers and
labourers of Bangladesh? It
would be cynical to say. that
the twentyfour May Days since
our independence have gone
in vain. Something has been
done too little, too late. May
Day feelings are not there for
the overwhelming majority of
the workers, who are landless
labourers who work for a pit-
tance — the millions of domes-
tic aids who olften have an
lighten hour work day, the
child labourers who have never
heard of or enjoyed an eight-
hour work day. and the tale
can be endless. We are not far
away from the mid-nineteenth
century England, and the days
of Oliver Twist. As ol today not
even one tenth of our labour
force is ‘unionised . resulting
in the fact that the overwhelm-
ing majority of our workers
remain totally unprotected.
The most important seg

ment of our socicty are the
landiess labourers but they are
ruthlessly exploited, because
there is a surplus labour force
in the rural areas This re.
quires immediate attenton of
the government, to raise them
from the present inhuman
condiion The lew workers of

an indusiry or a factorv have
clout, so that the government
often bows to them. The SKOP
or the public servants are a
miniscule part of the work-
force, as compared to the vast
multitude of other workers,
The farm workers, who do not
belong to any trade union, are
the most deprived lot of our
society. Similar is the case of
millions of domestic aids, who
are often physically and men-
tally tortured and abused. The
millions of rickshawpullers are
at the mercy of their owners.
The duty of a civil democratic
governmenl! is to protect the
weak of the society. If a gov

erniment fails to do so, it can
no longer claim to be demo

cratic, meaningfully.

The Bangladesh society is
already suffering from uncei
tainty and fear. Merely alfirm-
ing the ILO conventions and
passing ol grandiose laws do
not take us anywhere. The laws
are there (though inadequate),
but it needs atfirmative action
on the ground

Unless we are able 10 raise a
contented and motivaled
workforce, we will be left b
hind and continue to remain at
the bottom of the world index
The chimera of development
will elude us. unless we are
able to build up a knowledge
able efficient and satisfied
workiorce

We have 10 understand the
economic and social forces
that are at work in our country
and undertake all social mea-
stirea that can save us from fu
ture turmolls )




