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NEWS BRIEFS
DU Eid holiday
begins today

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka University goes
on A 49-day Eid-ul-Azha and
summer vacation from today.

The classes will resume on
June 25. But examinations will
be held during the vacation.

The administrative offices
and the library will. however,
reopen on May 16.

Meanwhile, most of the
resident students left their
dormitories.

JCD-Shibir clash

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. May 7: AL least
seven students were injured in
a clash between the activists of
the Islami Chhatra Shibir and
the Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) at Fenchugani thana
headguarters (his afternoon.

100 houses gutted
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 7: Over
100 kutcha houses were fut-
ted in a fire that broke out last
night in the Shilpara area of
South Halishahar. The origin of
the fire and the loss of prop-
erty were yeét io be aseer-

3 JCD men held

JAMALPUR. May 7: Police
detained three activists of the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
with firearmns from the
Railgate area of the town today.

Bangladesh and India will
resuine talks on sharing of the
Ganges walers at the Foreign
Secretary level sometime this
month.

This will be the third rotind
of talks in a continuing at-
tempt to solve the vexed
problem straining relations
between the two neighbours,

. Addressing a post SAARC
summit press briefing yester-
day, Foreign Secretary Farooq
Sobhan also ruled out press
reports that the water issue
was being discussed linking it
with transit or other matters.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and her Indian
counterpart Narasimha Rao
had a ‘good meeting' during
the SAARC summit where they
discussed the Ganges water
sharing issue and other bilat-
eral problems, he said.

The Foreign Secretary fur-
ther said that in line with the
briefings given by their respec-

. talks he said,

- reports

By Staff Eﬁmspmﬂent

tive prime ministers he and
his Indian count Salman
Haider already had two rounds
of talks on the Ganges issue in
New Delhi. The first round was
held on the concluding day of
the SAARC summit on May 4
and the second on May 5.
Giving details of the water
‘It is an ongoing
exercise. Therefore, in the in-
terest of negotiations, it would

" not be helpful to divulge the

developments while the pro-
cess ol talks are on.”

The Foreign Secretary
brushed aside speculations in a
section of the press that the
talks on the water sharing is-
sue were linked with any other
issue. "It was discussed on its
own merit. he said."”
Apparently he was referring to
saying that it was
linked with the tramsit issue.

He said "We are discussing
with the Indians the matter of
the Ganges water. We are not

Dhaka-Delhi water talks
to resume this month

discussing any other matter.
We are not linking water with

any issue as reported by X, Y or
Z newspapers.”

Continuing he said, reach-
ing an agreement on the
Ganges issue "is u t in
the mind of the government”

and it is a subject of paramount
importance.

The Foreign Secretary went
on "We want and assured
gquantum of water supply under
an agreement."”

Responding to a question
the Foreign Secretary sald,
"There is a due understanding
and appreciation of the water
problem by Indian Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao and
other top leaders. We found
seriousness and willingness of
the Indians to settle the issue.”

Giving a detailed outcome of
the recently concluded SAARC
summit, Farooq Sobhan said,
the consensus of leaders for a

Su:ePagelz{hl 1

Solution to water issue

will take time: India

NEW DELHI. May 7: India
will attempt to resolve a nag-
ging dispute with Bangladesh
over the sharing of waler from
the river Ganges. External
Affairs Minisier Pranab Mukh-
erje¢ said here today, reports
AFP.

The foreign minister in an
interview with the Press Trust
of India rejected allegations
that New Delhi was deliber-

alely stalling the issue. the
cause of a bitter dispute be-

tween India and its populous
South Asian neighbour.

"It is a complex ‘problem
and will take time (for a set-
tlement), Mukherjee said of
the row which erupted almost

a decade apo, '
© T miikheree said Bangladéshi
Primne Mi Begum Khaleda

Zia and her Indian counterpart
PV Narasimha Rao had dis-
cussed the water-sharing issue
during the summit of last
week's South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation
ISAARC) here.

The thormy subject was also
discussed by foreign secre-
taries of the two countries in
the runup to the three-day
summit which ended on
Thursday. Mukherjee said.

Dhaka accuses New Delhi of
unilaterally reducing the flow
of water to a level of 9,000 cu-
bic feet per second [cusecs),
from 34.000 cusecs agreed
upon in 1977

The withdrawal of the
Ganges walers by its giant
neighibour has hit one million

See Page 12 Col 6

Saudi forces on alert
as Iranians reject ban

MAKKAH. May 7: Saudi se-
curity lorces today maintained
an alert to prevent political
rallies during the pilgrimage
here as Iranian pilgrims sought
a way to circumvent the ban,
reports AFP,

"We are determined to
protest il conditions are right
to help this rally achieve its
goal which is to speak out
against Lhe larces of arro-
gance,” the United States. an
Iranian delegale said on con-
dition ol anonymity.

We reject the ban imposed
by the Saudis against the
protest.. and we are deter-
mined to challenge them be
cause Lhis demonstration is a
duty. the official said.

Lankan investor
gets citizenship

The government has gran-

ted ci of Bangladesh
0 Sri Lanka citizen HT Harsha
Calder and his family

Bangladesh

1990 under which a foreigner
can be given citizenship if he
makes investment of five lakh
US dollars or equivalent

amount in Bangladesh cur-

Liu Chiu Leung Alvin, a citizen
of Hong Kong have jointly set
See Page 12 Col 8

Around 400 policemen and
dozens ol armored vehicles
witlt heavy machine guns and
water cannons have been de-
ployed in the street where
Iranian delegation chief Moha-
mmad Mohammadi Reyshari is
staying. an AFP correspondent

The Saudi authorities,
meanwhile, have scattered the
69,000 Iranian pilgrims in
camps throughout Makkah.

Earlier Reyshari had war-
ned that Iranians would hold a
demonstration on Saturday
close to Makkah, either in
Mina or on Mount Arafat, but
the correspondent said no
rally had been held.

A delegate at the Iranian
headquarters in Makkah con-
tacted by telephone from
Dubai. said the rally would be
held wmorrow il it did neot
take place vesterday.

Iran may be especially ea-
ger (o demonstrate this year
because of President Bill
Clinton's announcement on
April 30 that Washington
would cul all US trade and
economic links with Tehran, a
western diplomat in the Gulf
said

“The demonsiration has
beenn a regular demand for the
Iranians siice the 1979
Islamic revolution. It could be
stirred up this year by the re-
cenl economic sanctions and
Washington s aliempts to iso-
late Iran.” he told AFP

See Page 12 Col 3
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Tagore's 134th
birthday
today

By Staff Correspondent

Today is the 134th birth
anniversary of poet Rabin-
dranath Tagore.

Tagore who excelled in all
the genres of Bangla literature,
was awarded the Nobel Prize
in 1913,

The ‘Rabindra Jayanti’ will
be celebrated across the coun-
iry through musical soirees,
dances. dramas and discus-
SIO1 S,

In uburvancf of Tagore's
birth anniversary elaborate
programmes have been drawn
up both at the national and lo-
cal levels.

The radio and the televi-
sion will air exclusive pro-
grammes while the newspa-
pers will publish special sup-
plements to mark the occa-
sion.

On this occasion, President
Abdur Rahman Biswas, Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

See Page 12 Col 3

Liquid heroin
recovered
in CHY
By Staff Correspondent

Heroin in liquid form is
now being smuggled into the

ocountry.
The Narcotics Control
Department (NCD) officials

have unearthed the use of this
new kind of heroin following
an investigation into the mat-
Ler.

The NCD investigators
alded by the detectives of the
police department recovered
four plastic botiles containing
two litres of Pakistan-made

See Page 12 Col 4

- President Abdur Rahmun Bmwas f R} is welcnmed to th& Guﬂdhlii on Satundlar by Bntﬁh
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Prime Minister John Major on his arrival at the reception and banquet to commemorate the
Eﬂﬂ-: anniversary uf the end of World War 11. |
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Former Foreign Minister

"Humayun Rashid Chowdhury

yesterday tormally joined the
Awami League.

~ The joining ceremony took

place al the premises of the
Dharnmondi office of the Awami

League,
Humayun Rashid in brief

speech said. he was joining the .

AL being imbued with

the ideals of Bangabandhu

; Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. He
s expressed confidence that the
“Awami League under the lead-

ership of Sheikh Hasina would
be able to tide over the pre-
sent chaos and crisis con-
fronting the'country.

Sheikhi Hasina expressed
her thanks o Chowdhury for
repOSITE confidenice ih her
leadership.

The judicial enquiry com-
mission on recent fertiliser
crisis has sought extension of
time by two months (Lo prepare
a report on the issue, sources
said.

The governimment had con-
stituted a one-member enquiry
commission headed by Justice
B I Chowdhury on April 11 and
had given one month's time for
submitting its report.

Though the commission is
supposed to submit its report
on or before May 11, it began
functioning on May 2.

"We have to go through the
entire production and distribu-
tion system to find out the
causss behind the [ertiliser
crisis. It needs time,"” said a
stafl of the commission office

Nor'wester claims
one, injures
150 in Sherpur

SHERPUR, May 7: A minor
girl was killed and at least 150
people were injured when a
nor wester accompanied by
hailstorm  swept over (wo
thanas of the district yester-
day, reports UNB.

Kazali, 12, of Rohacharpara
village In Dadar thana died as
their house collapsed during
the fury of the storm that
lasted for about five minutes
from 7:30 pm.

Some 7.000 thatched
houses were damaged by the
storm leaving 3.000 [amilies

See Page 12 Col 8

Tremor reminds need

—AFP photo

for observatories

By M Anwarul Haq

Al least three seismic ob-
servatories need to be pro-
cured and set up at three se-
lected places in the country to
detect and monitor earth-
quakes. experts say.

The need for. setting up
these observatories was felt
once again when a tremor

shook different parts of the.

country Saturday, they pointed
oult. : ;
Presently, the country does
not have any seismic observa-
tory worth the name either tn
record or even register the
strength ol a tremor, however
mild or iritense. The lone
seismic observatorv located at
Anrapgan - “of PEhATTAN TR
Chittagong has become totally

By Krishna P Roy

at the old High Court building.
The commission has invited
the secretaries of the min-
istries of Indusiries,
Agriculture and Commerce to
give their statements on the
issue on May 16, 17 and 18.
The chairmen of Bang-
ladesh Chemical Industries
Corporation (BCIC) and Bang-
ladesh Agriculture Develop-
menl Corporation (BADC] are
also likely to give their
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Maid's death suspected

as a murder

By Staff Correspondent

Suspecting i Lo be a case of
murder. detective police yes-
terday interrogated the two
women detained in connection
with the mysterious death of
their maid at a city apartment
in Bangla Motor area Friday.

Menowara Begum 35, who
was a maid in a flat at Concord
Tower in Bangla Moior area,
died after an apparent fall from
the fifth floor of the |5-story
building. Ramna police toek

the detaineers — Roksana
Chowdhury. 45, mistress of
the house where Monowara

worked as a maid, and her
daughter Sharmin Chowdhury,
15. alias Farah — in two-day
remand Saturday.

The case has now taken an

intriguing twist although ini-

, tially Monowaras death ap-

pearéed to have been an acci-
dental one. Police investiga-

tions have revealed anti-social
activities. "Koksana was in-
volved in anti-social activities
for several years,” a senior po-
lice official said. A number of
cases were previously lodged
against her.

The investigators said that
the probe was proceeding with
the suspicion that the death of
the maid might have been a
pre-meditated murder. They
are Uying to pinpoimnt the ex-
act motive behind the sus-
pected killing.

The Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) authorities
yesierdgy handed over the
body of Monowara to her rela-
tives. A

Meanwhile. the detained
wome!: were in Lhe custody of
Ramna police until last night.
Detective police in

See Page 12 Col
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~ Star yesterday that every

obsolete and ineffective, a
source concerned said.

"The country does not have
the capacity to trace the di-
rection or location of the epi-
centre of a quake, not to speak
of the intensity of the tremor,”
said a senior Met official.

Bangladesh is known as a
cyclone and flood prone coun-
try and huge investments have
been made in men and equip-
ments in tracking storms, but
in the region of earthquake it
is living in a complete dark-
ness.

Deputy Director of the
Meteorelogical Department
Sajedur Rahman told The

See Page 12 Col 4

Fertiliser: Probe body seeks t:lme

statements on those days.

This correspondent yester-
day saw that a number of peo-
ple had come to the commis-
sion office to give statements
on the crisis.

One of them. chairman of a
union parishad under Gafar-
gaon thana in Mymensingh
district told this corres-
pondent that the people of a
political party just snatched

See Page 12 Col 6

Biswas attends
luncheon at

LONDON. May 7: President
Abdur Rahman Biswas and
Begum Hosne Ara Rahman to-
day attended a luncheon
hosted by Queen Elizabeth 11 at
the Buckingham Palace in
honour of the visiting heads of
state and government arttend-
ing the 50th anniversary cele-
brations, marking the end of
the World War I, reports BSS, .

The Queen and the Duke oi

« Edinburgh exchanged pleas-

antries with Biswas and Begum
Rahman and other dignitaries

. before the luncheon.

Earlier in the morning.
President Biswas .and Begum
Rahman joined other heads of
state, government. kings and
other dignitaries at a Thanks-
giving service at the 5t Pauls
Cathedral here.

On  Saturday. President
Biswas and Begum Hosne Ara
Rahman atiended a reception
hosted by Brikish Prime -
Minister John Major for the

See Page 12 Col 6

7 killed in mad
‘accidents

By DMCH Correspondent

Seven people including two
children were killed in sepa-
rate road accidents in Dhaka,
Pabna and Sirajganj y:slerda_y_.
~ Three people were killed in
two road accidents on the
same spot near Kawla bridge
under Cantonment thana in
the city early yesterday.

In the first incident, two
helpers of a truck parked be-
side the road were killed on
the spot when a speeding
Tongi-bound truck hit the ve-
hicle at about 12:30 am yes-
terday, police sources said.
The helpers were repairing
the truck.

The victims were identified
as Ralique, 35, and Kashem,.
31 medical sources said.

“Shortly after the iricident, a

See Page 12 Col 7

City Jubo League
leader shot dead

By Staff Correspondent

A Jubo League leader was
killed at Bangram under
Sutrapur thana in the city last
night. '

Some unidentified gunmen
shot Mahbubur Rahman
Chowdhury Tanjil. a central

| leader of Jubo Leagie, when he

was returming 1o his ence
at Shasi Mohon Bashak Lane at
about 9.30pm. police sources
said.

il
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CONSUMER
ANNOUNCEMENT

The Manufacturer of the world famous soft drinks:
SEVEN-UP and MIRINDA Announces the new
prlces of their brands as follows with effect from May

| BRAND | PACKSIZE |  PRICE
-I'IIL'LJ___L!II'I_

FULDHIGI, BOGRA
PHONE: 8667, 6281

EASTERN TRADING CORP. LTD.
OLD AIRPORT ROAD, ALEN BARI,
DHAKA PHONE: 327660, 318970 ~

NORTHERN BEVERAGE IND.LTD.

The valued customers are requested to pay
above prices for their drinks from the effective date.

the

EASTERN TRADING CORP.LTD.
BHARDHERHAT, CHITTAGONG
PHONE: 670825, 670826

EASTERN TRADING CORP. LTD.
38 KAMAL ATATURK AVENUE

SOUTHERN BEVERAGE IND.LTD.
SHANTALA, JESSORE
PHONE: 6748, 6421

EASTERN TRADING CORP. LTD.
SHEIKH GHAT, SYLMET
PHONE: 2183 i




