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Direct Approach to
Water-sharing

The outstanding problem of water-sharing be-
tween Bangladesh and India has at last come to
the table. It was in May 1991 when Bangladesh
Prime Minister visited India that the matter
came up for discussion and India assured cooper-
ation in solving the problem. Then when the
Indian Prime Minister visited Dhaka in connec-
tion with the SAARC summit in April 1993, he
promised to get back with a water-sharing for-
mula at the soonest. This did not materialise for
two full vears. So, the two rounds of talks held on
the issue after prime ministers of Bangladesh and
India met in Delhi on the occasion of the SAARC
sutninit indeed constitute a positive — and there-
fore welcome — [][.‘Vl_.‘]t}pﬂlt‘n?.(

indian External Affairs Minister Pranab Kumar
Mukherjee has expressed his optimism that a so-
lution to the problem would not be difficult to
find out. Without holding such an expression of
optimism suspect. we would like to make the
point that tor the people on this side of the bor-
der it is a matter of life and death. The fact is that
since after the expiry of the agreement on water
sharing in 1988, India has been unilaterally di-
verting the lean season Ganges water at Farakka,
leaving only a meagre 9,000 cubic feet per sec-
ond for Bangladesh. That is a drastic reduction
from the previous flow of 34,000 cusecs. Its cu-
mulative consequences are heavily felt by the
people here now.

As it transpires from various sources, including
the Indian newspapers, Delhi might like to link
the water sharing issue with other matters like
transit facilities for India through Bangladesh ter-
ritory. These are separateissues belonging to dif-
ferent parameters altogether. What we want is a
conceptual de-linking of the two issues. These
are to be judged on their own merits. This is

how justice can be done to them. Since the pro-
cess ol negotiation on water sharing has got un-

der way. there is no scope to make it complex
and contuse it with other bilateral problems. Nor
will it be wise to stall or delay the process on any
plea that the worst for the year — lean period — is
about to be over and that the monsoon will soon
set in” A solution to this problem is over due.
Admit it or not. the fact is Lﬁat it has strained re-
lations between India and desh as no other
contentious issue has done. We hope the spirit
with which the two rounds of talks were held will
be further extended to bring out a lasting solution
to the problem.

Sri Lankan Ordeal

The ethnic war in Sri Lanka is back. The re-in-
carnation has been in a virulent form. The down-
ing of two government military planes last week
by Tamil Tigers who used ground-to-air missiles
to spring that dastardly surprise was signal
enough of things to come. The total figure of ca-
sualties recorded since April 19 when they first
mined two gunboats and topped it off later on b
attacking military bases, stands now at 240 dead,
including 183 soldiers.

The LTTE has chosen the warpath. How long
the government forces will be able to remain en-
tircly detensive keeping from retaliatory strikes
upon the Tamil rebels is anybody's guess. Some
news agencey reports dropped hints about Sri
Lanka seeking Indian military aid to fight off the
Tamil separatists. These speculations found no
confirmation in the reported statement of either
Indian Foreign Minister Pranab Mukherjee or
that of Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Lakshman
Kedir%amar. closely on the heels of New Delhi
SAARC summit. It was suggested in an earlier re-
port that President Kumaratunga who had to cut
short her SAARC visit by a day to attend to some
pressing preoccupations at home might have
sought some kind of Indian assistance to combat
Tamil insurrection.

One rules out Delhi's direct military involve-
ment in Sri Lanka following the costly experience
it had to entail in the pursuit of the 1987 Indo-
Sri Lanka Accord. India can very well wield
though considerable influence over the Tamil mi-
nority who have had ancestral origins in India,
apart from helping Sri Lanka in matters of
surveillance as her next-door neighbour.

The sincerity with which president Kumara-
tunga had made the peace overture to the LTTE
and her dogged pursuit of the course of negotia-
tions, often getting into a bind, have all gone do-
wn very well with us. We think the L should

still find reason to reciprocate. Let the sordid’

memory of the 12-year war stop it from straying
into the blood-spilling of an endless contlict.

The ADF Chink

ADB's soft lending window,
Development Fund (ADF), is in for a crunch. This
is worrisome news for 33 developing countries
which have been beneficiaries of this umbrella-
like banking institution providing them with
loans repayable in forty-years. Bangladesh would
be the worst-hit if the funding, which has been
largely to her social sectors, gets dried up. With
increasing demands on ADF, this soft lending
fund is now left with 1.6 billion US dollar which
can only do up to 1996. ‘

The replenishment has lagged behind largely
because of the US' reluctance to meet her com-
mitments. In 1992 the US fulfilled only 35 per
cent of $680m promised by her. At the 28th an-
nual meeting of the ADB in Auckland the US del-
egate said to the effect that his government
would pursue the matter with the Republican-
dominated Congress to see what it could do to
strengthen the dwindling Fund. The risk here is,
if a large contributor such as the US should fail to
honour its commitments, some other developed
-countries might follow suit precipitating ADF's
collapse.

The news has not been abjectly as bad.
Delegates from Japan, Canada, Switzerland,
Netherlands and Denmark waxed supportive of
the soft-lending operation for poor developing
countries at the ‘Auckland conference with an
obvious good omen that they would maintain an
active interest in ADB. The world's poor total one
billion in number, of whom 700m live in the Asia-
Pacific region. As many as 500m people among
that 700m are absolute poor. To add poignance to
all this, the WHO annual report says that poverty
has been the worst killer:in Asia. The biggest ra-
tionale behind the ADB lending lies in the need
for continuity of the social development pro-
grammes undertaken in the developing world.

HE Flood Acnion Plan
(FAP) s the biggest
and  most ¢xpensive

plﬁnning exercise in the natural

| resource sector in Bangladesh

having started in 1989 with u
hive-year imittral plannming phase
consisting ol twenty-six main
components fand o number of
sub-componems) at an estimated
cost of over US$150 mullion
(whach included studies as well as
sume pilot projecis). The Drafi
Finul Report prepared by the
Flood  Plan Coordination
O gamzanion (FPCOY was pre-
seded by the Mumsier tor Water
Resources in November 1994
amd much tantare. The FPCO
draft document contained thirteen
chapters of which the lirst six
described the buckground. plan-
ning approach. management,
physical and socio-economic
eNVironment, waler managemen
allermatives and so¢ial, eco-
nomic and environmental con-
siderations. Chaptlers seven 10
eleven Jdescribed the regronal
studies. ot projects. support -

Jing studies (e.p. hisheries and

evironment ) and data collection
while chapier twelve presented
the plan as a hist of sixty-five
projects involving a total in-
vestment of over US dollars two
and a halt bithon over the next
10 years. Finally chapter thir-
teen dealt with institutional 1s-
sues.

The distribution of projects
in terms of investment valuc
were 9 per cent for rehabilita-
tion, |13 per cent for river train-
ing. 22 per cent for urban protec-
tion. 20 per cemt tor flood man-
agement. 20 per cent for the
Ganges Barrage. |12 per cent for

by[h'ﬂ-h_iﬂm-ﬂnrhmlﬂ_

| FAP Final Report : A Case of Rediscovering the Wheel?

e ————————————————————,
The need for environmental and social issues to be considered and the need for people’s participation were all rec-

ommendations made by the critics at the beginning of FAP -and were the basis of their advocacy campaign. I is indeed
unfortunate that it has taken five years and USS 150 million and a lot of energy wasted in confrontation to re-discover

these needs.

Jrasnage and rrigation. 3 per
et lor environment and lish-
ericsy and 2 per cent Tor studies
and modelling. The single
largest proposed investment of
about USS SOO mullion was for
the Gunges Barrage i the South-
West region represemting 20 per
cerd ol the todal outlay.

The November Draft Final
Report of the FPCO was given Lo
other government  agencies,
donors. NGOs and others for
comments. Alter the release of
the report many donors, includ-
ing the World Bank and UNDP
undertook their own evaluation
ol the report which they fed back
v FPCO and the government ol
B.angladesh.

Revised Final Report

Subsequently in April 1995,
another newer, much shorter
fonly 22 printed pages), multi-
colour, attractively produced,
Draft Final Report entitled
"Bangladesh Water and Flood
Management Study” dated March
1995, was circulated by FPCO for
further comments by the end of
April for incorporation in the
Final Report to be discussed at a
conference with donors to be
held at the end of May 1995.

The much shorter March 1995
version compared (o the
November 1994 version 1s s0
different that it hardly seems
possible that the two reporis
were writien by the same orgam-

sation. Indeed the latest report
hears an uncanny resemblance to
a paper called "Next Steps” re-
cently prepared by the World
Bank. It has been alleged the
FPCO and the Governmemt of
Bangladesh were made 10 swal-
low 1t by the donors. If this is
true then it would indeed be very
sad. cven if many of the things it
sdys e sound and have been
proposed by FAP critics for
years. This raises the fundamen-
tal question of ownership, since
the efficacy of any policy or plan
depends on the commitment of
the proponents of that policy. h
is not for the donors, however
well-intentioned, to force the
government 10 accept any partic-
ular set of views, even If we ad-
vocated for them. We would much
rather have an open and informed
public debate with FAP propo-
nents and try to convince them
of the soundness of our ideas.
Even if we do not agree on cvery-
thing, it 1s the process ol debate
that is important and not the im-
position of one side's ideas on
the other by force. To us. this is
a case where the ends do not jus-
tify the means.

However, assuming that there
has been a genuine change of
heart and that the March 1995
Report in fact reflects the latest
thinking of FPCO it is indeed. a
remarkable document and repre-
sents a s¢a change in terms of
priorities and perceptions. First

of all i does away with the

nomenclature of Flood \ctron
Plan" and adopts the tnlc "W.aior
and Flood Managemeni
Sirategy” Secondly it drops ihe
list of sinly-five pfojecis prion-
tized by FPCO in the previous re-
port and "recommends a further
five-year programme involving
(a) preparation of a nahonal wa-
ter management plan, (b)
sirengthemng of water sector or-
ganizations responsible  for

planmu. CORSLIUCLION, UPera-
Lon a mamcRance. and (¢)

implementanion of a compact
portiolio of high prienty pro-
jects.” It envisages a further five
years period up w 2000 AD of
planming, studies o develop a
Natwonal Water Plan as well as
sOme priorily projects at a total
cost of USS 350 milhon. A high
priority i1s given (o instituhonal-
ization of the planning capacny
in the water sector with a recom-
mendation to merge FPCO with
WARPO 1o take on water secior
planning with BWDB 10 undcr-
take their detailed feasibilities
and implementation. This pro-
cess 18 expected to lead 10 possi-
ble investiment programmes Lo
be implemented over the first 25
years of the next century.

Rediscovering the Wheel

The revised repon also lays
significant emphasis on parici-
pation of local commumties as
well as environment and social

issues. it also envisages . greater
role for NGOs and the private
sccior in future water resource
planmng. The most remarkable
thing about the main clements of
this revised report., namely the
need for a National Water Plan.
the need for a multi-disciplinary
planming. the need for environ-
mental and social issues 10 be
considered and the need lor peo-
ple 5 participation were all rec-
ommendations made by the cnit-
ics at the beginning of FAP and
were the basis of thewr advocacy
campaign. It s indeed unforte-
nate that n has taken five years
and USS$ 150 million and a lot of
energy wasted i coafromtation
0 re-discover these needs.
However. now that the lessons
have been learnt we should ry to
move on from here n a spwit of
maintaiming the momentum ol
this new thinking. We therelone
fcel that roles of the critiws of
FAP (both amongst the NGOs
and academics) need to ovolve

from  gencral opposition
falthough still  maintaining
reservations aboul any pilet

construction and intense scrutiny
and monitoring at every stage) o
msisting. and if necessary, as-
sisting the government o stick
to the commitments it has now
made and to improve on them for
beuerment of the people and
ecosystems of Bangladesh. If
this i1s dome as promised it is
possible to develop a National

Water Plan that 1s truly environ-
mentally sound. socially acoept-
able and multi-sectoral to meet
the needs of the nation.

Lessons learnt

The main lessons that seem
10 huve been learnt as reflected in
the revised- Final Report of
March 1995, we would argue,
come more from the critics of
FAPs than from the studies car-
ried out over the last five years.

We would consider that this is
the contribution of civil saciety
o the issue and shows the ex-
tremely valuable (at practically
no monetary cost) rele played by
clements of society outside the
FAP community (both govern-
ment as well as consultants and
engineers). To us the main les-
son. therefore, is that & wvitally
important natural resource sector
such as water is the legitimate
domain of discussion, debate and

The writers are Executive
Direcior and Director, respec:
rively, of the Bangladesh C
Jor Advanced Siudies, a non-gov-
ernmeni, non-profil research and
policy institute,

On Attending Official Meetings in Bangladesh

URING iy yecars in
| gavernment  service, |
have acquired what may

aptly be descnbed as “"meeting
phobia.” H | could find an ex-
cuse, | would invariably avoid
attending an official meeting.
And if | had to attend one, | would
switch off at least half the capac-
ity of my mental faculties. while
pretending to be attentive. 1 am
certain | am not the only civil
servant in Bangladesh who has
developed such an allergy to of-
ficial meetings,

Indeed. | resent the manner in
which these meetings are con-
ducted howadays: and 1 have my
Jeasons. bFirstly. mosi meetings
are long and uscless. leading to
morc  meetings (despite
“*meeting-less days’’). so that al
the end of the day there is no
concrete output.  On meeting
days, no schedule can be main-
tined because meetings are not
only too long but unpredictably
long, defying all prior estimates
and predictions ol the time that

may be taken. Particularly. this

becomes inevitable when one
has 1o hop rom one mecting to
another.

Some meetings are definitely

held to avord responsibility, and
to rope in as many people as
possible so that when the hour of
reckoning will strike, no one in
particular may be held account-
able for the decision taken. In
such a scheme of things, deci-
sions are’ generally taken well in

advance by the high-ups. with
meetings serving the purpose of

legitimisatton. **Purchase meet-
ings. " i particular. tend Lo fall

— - m— -
— = — —

Some mcmgs are definitely held to uvoﬂ-rﬂ-;—mibiifty. and to rope in as many peovple as pussible so that when the
, no one in particular may be held accountable for the decision taken.

hour of reckoning will strike

mto this category. In a hierar-
chy-ndden sociely. meetings
may mean simply incoherent ha-
ranguing and monologues lrom
the chair. with others, at best, al-
lowed 10 nod n agreement. In
such circumstances, | have ofien
spent my utime counting the
number ol times the boss  wters
his favourite expressions and
Swear words. -

One disgusting aspect ol offi-
clal  meetings 10 our country s
that people turn up thoroughly
unprepared. even when enough
warning has been given. Some
will gquite shamelessly claim that
because they are so busy they
could not find the time to go
through the agenda and the work-
ing paper. But the agony docs
not stop there. Then, based on
cither hearsay or their concocied
assumptions, they will make
some wild comments which
should enrage even the coolest of
human beings. Unfortunately, no
one dares to talk back at them,
which they richly deserve ( for
cxample, | have often wanted to
say. If you are so unprepared.
why the hell have you come to
the meeting and why are you now
talking through your hat?'’) be-
cause it is a formal occasion and
they are high-ups. Others will
say, ‘'l am sorry, in the
Ministry, I do not deal with this
subject. |.am here only as substi-
tute." In other words, that person
can neither contribute nor com-

~mil' anything on behalf of

his/her organisation.

The organisers of meetings in
Hangladesh are no less to blame
lor all that goes wrong., The
agenda and the working paper
will generally be poorly drafted
and will be going out at the
eleventh hour. followed by
amendments in the next half-
hour. The same is true of minutes
of the meetings. [t is at times
difficult for a reader to separate
Jdecisions from the account of
long-winded discussions in the
minutes. and that can be yuite

at rthe same ume. leading o an
impasse. Some of them must
speak compulsively even if no
intervention is required and the
comments are uite irrelevant.
The subject matter, purpose and
the final outcome of the meet-

ings are of no conseyuence o

these categories of otficials.
Finally, some meetings can turn
really sour with accusations,
counter accusaltions, swear
words, innuendos, etc flying all
over the place.

The level at which meetings

Making Government Work

annoying to a busy executive
pressed for time. The time of the
mectings will iAvariably clash
with other engagements of the
boss, so he will ask someone
else at the last moment to preside
on his behalf, and this puts
others off attending the meet-
g, because the new guy proba-
bly has not the slightest clue
about the purpose of the meet-
ing. Too many people. and the
wrong kind of people, will be
invited 1o meetings, leading to
confusions and indecisions.

Then there is the tendency of
some people to show off their
knowledge and expertise mostly
in order to impress the boss.
They would like to speak out all

arc held is also of great impor-
tance in Bangladesh. Given the
pour degree of delegation. junior
level meetings are generally
worse than talk shops. People
can only report back to their re-
spective bosses but not Lake any
decision. Then. there is the nigid
pecking order to consider in de-
ciding who would preside, and at
what level representatives would
be sent to a meeting presided by
s0 and so. This means that in

meetings form is always more

important than substance.

The public take a dim view of
official meetings. Many mem-
bers of the public genuinely be-
licve that official meetings are
an cxcuse to avoid work  and
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Sir. Surrounded and also
criss-crossed by rivers,

| rivulets. canals and low lying

areas vulnerable to flood Dhaka
with a small area but vast pop-
ulation of eight million people
which is expected to exceed
ten million by the year 2000,
and beset with water scarcity,
erratic power supply, nasty
sewage sysiem, continuous
road-digging, occupation ' of
‘busy and important roads by
hawkers and political parties
(holding public meetings),
haphazard parking of rick-
shaws, buses, cars and trucks,
acute traffic jam and housing
problem, awkward and

crowded transportation system

and thousand and one other
problems, is perhaps the most
disorderly metropolitan city in
the world.

-~ Unfortunately there seems
no authority. whatsoever, in
existence in Dhaka which is
responsible to look after the
problemns and difficulties of the
city dwellers and to ensure
their welfare.

We strongly feel that due
allegedly to-dereliction, lapses
and omissions of the Ministry
of Home Affairs, Ministry of
Works. Ministry of Local Gove-
rnment and Rural Develo-
"pment. Ministry of Commu-
nications, Dhaka District

Administration, DCC. RAJUK,
WASA, DESA, Dhaka Metro-
politan Police and many other
organisations, Dhaka is moving
fast towards a catastrophe.

" Regularly we read reports,
articles. features, editorials

and readers’ leiters opinions
and also see photographs pub-
lished in the dailies and week-
lies on aspects of sufferings
and problems of the city
dwellers but of no avail. Time
to time some of -our authorities
concerned asseverate their
good intention to solve the

problems and to mitigate the

sufferings of the people but
their inaction belie them. We
wonder what the freedom of
press is meant for? The mem-
bers of the publie would go on
crying and the authorities con-
cerned would simply keep
mum and sit idle? Is it the ac-

~ countability and responsibility

of the authorities concerned?

We- do not know whether
Dhaka has a4 master plan or
not. If yes, why hundreds of
houses and multistoried build-
ings have sprang up on narrow
roads at Mohakhali and con-
tinue to be built along many a
narrow road in new Dhaka?

A bridge across the
Buriganga river has been built
near Pagla, another bridge is
being constructed at
Badamtaoli. We do not know to

- which side Dhaka city is sup-

posed to be expanded more —
north, south, east or west? But
let the authorities concerned
announce provision for basic
civic amenities and facilities,
road, electricity, gas, tele-
phone. sewage. water supply.
school and colleges safety and
security of life and property of
the people for a planned de-
velopment of any area. east or
west, south or north.

We once again urge the au-
thorities concerned to kindly
take the following steps.
phasewise. to save Dhaka from
chaos, confusion and future
degradation.

Please 1) shriﬂ the Central
Jail from Nazimuddin Road to
Ghazipur or the other side of
the river Buriganga. 2) shift
Bangabhaban from Gulistan-
Motijheel Commercial Area to
Baridhara: or Old Tejgaon
Airport area, 3) shift Bang-
ladesh Secretariat from Topk-
hana to Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
and Dhaka District Courts from
Nawabpur to Bangladesh
Secretariat Building area. 5)
remove all unlicensed
rickshaw from the city. 6) stop
hawkers and vendors using
roads and pavements and bild
multi-storted markets for
them in differeni areas. 7)
select roads for introducing
and plying of circular bus
service round the clock in the
city where buses should not
stop at any bus stop for more
than a minute, B8] make paris
of Surahwardy Uddyan., Manik
Mia Avenue and Municipal
Shishu Park opposite
Bangabhaban as venues for
holding public meetings. 9)
consiruct some fly-overs and
underground tunnels to avoid

(raltic  jams a1 different

crowded points. 10) coordi-
nate works among Dhaka
District Administration, DCC,
RAJUK, Traffic Police, WASA_
DESA, Titas Gas. T&T _ and
other bodies concerned.

Let the BNP. AL, Jamaat. JP
political leaders and the con-
cerned government officials sit
together, discuss and decide

the future courses of action °

;ﬂ*ﬂ save Dhaka before it is too
te,

O H Kabir

Dhaka- 1203,

Be kind to patients

Sir, "Dacter shaheb, amar
ma ki moira gacheye?" "Na,
morbo kan, kintu onek roketer
darker".

The above dialogues have
been uttered in a motivational
ad released by 'Shandhawni'
for donation of blood. ‘A poor
girl (must be poor as it has
been visualized and it is in a
Govt hospital) asks the Profes-
sor coming out of the opera-
tion theatre after attending
her mother undergoing a
surgery —". Dr Shaheb, has may
mother already died?” "No,
why should she, but a huge
quantity of blood is needed”
replies the doctor.

Almost every evening when
one watches this ad on the TV
screen, a question strikes
one's mind — is there really
any senior doctor who speaks
s0 sympathetically to such a
poor kid and attends a poor
patient with so much care in a
Govt hospital? Perhaps there is
hardly a few but majority would
not consider the human
aspects while attending such
poer patients. Unfortunate but

meeting visitors. They com-
plain that they are sick and lired

- of being constantly told by the

Personal Assistant that the boss

is busy in the other room hold-’

ing a meeting, while he may in
fact be having tea and ‘adda’
with his buddies. Coming late to

meetings is another common

problem encountered in our coun-
try. Traffic jams, being held up
by bosses, a clash with another
sudden meeting, etc are the com-
mon  excuses, and for bosses
there need not be any excuse at
all. Somefimes. this causes
others to wait hours on cnd with

~ all schedules for the day (hrown

to the winds. .

Meetings with foreigners is
another painful experience in
Bangladesh. Since competence
in using English has gone down
drastically in our country. one
has to be careful in choosing
who should meet whom, and at
what level. To give an extreme
example, if you tell a foreign
lady in the opening sentence.
“*Madam, how is your body””’

(literal translation of “‘Apnar

Sharir Kemon Achey™'?), il will
certainly sour up the subsequent
discussion. Another sordid sight
is that when holding formal
meetings with foreign delega-
tions, the Bangladesh side is at
least twice as large. This is be-
cause everyone would like to be
included in the delegation, so
that his or her presence maybe
displayed on TV, or at lcast. in

true, a patients has to buy a
doctor's attention in exchange
of huge money like he has to
spend for medicines and clini-
cal tests! :

I have referred the above
situation only to bring the fact
to the kind notice of our
learned senior as well as junior
doctors that a voice and
some words of consolation and_
assurance often provides much
more healing to the patient
which a costly medicine may
not ensure.

M Zahidul Hagque

Assistant Professor
Bangladesh Agricultural In-
stitute, Dhaka-1207

Off to shorter travel

Sir. The decision of
Bangladesh aviation authority
lo open up her domestic sky to
(foreign) private air services is
a pragmatic step toward faster
iransportation to and from
possible oflline areas ol the
country.

The purposive STOL routes
interlinking the border ur-
banised places in particular
and olher important spots in
general will 1l & void in this
delta's travel fickd

Since STOL services will
provide easy access to remote
destinations otherwise difficult
lor surface lransporis, every
nook and corner ol the land
should be explored for proba-
ble connection.

STOL services should also
e extended 1o coommercially
viabde ceniters of he rrp-ubllf
having little o1 no convenieni
traflic laciliies,

For low cos! transportation,

the nexl morning s newspaper.
Unfortunately, very few realise
that this kind of asymmetry
gives a terrible kind of impres-
sion of the country to outsiders.
There are, of course, the usual
‘problems of being unprepared
and unstructured against a deter-
mined, disciplined and well pre-
pared group of people, so that
nothing concrete comes out of
ers.
Fimally, one need not elabo-
rate on the time and money

 wasted on food and drinks served

in the meeétings. But like it or
not, some people atiend certain
meetings only because of the
quality of food and drinks being
~scrved there, and would loudly
complain if for some reaton the
ivod en some occasions is a lit-
the less tasty than usual.

Now where do we go from
here? | do not think that the
“mecting’” problems are beyond
redemption, provided we develpp
a realistic code for meetings and
strictly adhere to it at all levels.
Unfortunately, there has never
been any concerted effort to ad-
dress this ‘‘minor’’ problem, the
attention being always diverted
to larger issues such as pay rise,
inter-service parity, etc. Cannot
the Cabinet Secretary, with the
permission of the PM, set up a
small commitiee to examine this
issue and come up with specific
recommendations in a_month’s
time? If we can then formulate a
rational code for meetings, we
should also be able to dissemi-

STOL Ireight should bhe well
neiworked with other cargo
services nationwide.,

Alongwith - other national
travel means STOL flight
schedule should Nexibly con-
nect international carriers to-
ward more efficient travels
warldover.

Standard salely nieasures
before. during., and after the
flights should be secured,

To meet any emergency be-
sides repgular services, STOL
llights should be readily avail-
able in each principal adminis-
trative center ol the state.

M Ralyman
Zila School Road
Mymensingh

On political crisis

Sir. Demand tor caretaker
governiment is not acceptable
to the pgovernment on the
ground that it is unconstitu-
tional as there is no such pro-
vision in the constitution.
Press report has it that gov-
ernment had made an offer (to
Lthe Opposition! o step down
30 days ahead of the general
eleciion. l!'ndortunately, there
is no such provision in the
constitution Rather the con-
sittution pruvides for dissolv-
ing the Parliament 90 days be-
lore gencral election,

I is neresting to note how
4 governmeint so vocal to sale-
guard the consulultional provi-
sion could make an offer not

provided lor 1 the constitu-
tlon. And o it s intended W
A 1wl thie consttiition sabee
guin ity wiy ol 1heen w
for carectaker govermoenl hI\
amendnweni
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