WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICIND, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,

MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE

OF DIFFERENT TYPES.
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\NNOUNCEMENT

We are to anno-
mﬁhn&“ﬂlm
column on Page 4 “Making
Government Work” by
“Analyst,” dedicated to
suggesting practical solu-
tions to administrative
problems, based on first-
hand experience. We hope
this new column, to be

published every Sunday, will
add to the current debate on

by Dr Saleemul Haq with the advent of rain by next 5 |
god 51.6m absolute r, P | e
Dr A Atiq Rahman poor, says repo - Special poli
Page 4 Sazedur Rahman, Deputy pECl pO lce
Director at the Met Office, told
At ] 1.6 mill ] | H:lar R(:'tp?(:‘tl li- = food k 805 kil sl o % torce for Eld
t least 51.6 mi ion people  said. the Household LExpendi- ood intake ins 1, ilo | and more areas will come un-
Mﬂ_ﬂﬂ! are living below the ‘absolute’ ture Survey 1995-9Gis soing  calories or lower. der rain by next week. There By Staff Corraa_pnndent.
poverty line of whom 30.4 mil- 1o .be launched in Julv next. ~The survey revealed levels | would be continuation of rain The Dhaka Metropolitan
US-backed plan to lion have been identified as incorporating an upgraded of living conditions, food in- | and dry spell till the monsoon, Police has deployed special
extend NPT wins hardcore’ poor in the country, module to gather more details, take patterns. poverty level | due in the first week of next pﬂllcnl; force to check crime in |
majority support according lo the resulls of a and a computerised data and income distribution while | month. the city until the Eid-ul-Azha.
government survey released collection and processing it also collected gender-spe- Some 2487 palicemen have
Sn Lanka unhappy over recently. system so that the results can  cific lnlormation of the average Alr eadjf thﬂ'? have been been posted in different mar-
US diplomats' LTTE Conducted by the Bangla- be processed within six  household. £ showers in Chittagong and kets, bus terminals, railway
tarcts desh Bureau ol Statistics months. The survey was conducted | Barisal divisions and parts of e { | station, launch terminals, sac-
e during 1991-92, findings of The BBS defined absolute around the country in 240 ru- | Phaka division while the re- r— ' : —— = | rificial animal markets and
Page § the Household Expenditure poverty as people who con- - ral primary sampling units | ™maining parts of the country rhl"“ camel P“rchEEEd from across the border at Hlll in | other important spets in the
Survey was released in a report sume 2.122 kilo calories or (PSUs) and another 120 PSUs. | may experience rainfall by next Dinajpur district was brought to the city's Gabtali cattle | metropolis yesterday, detec-
Busin-ess Lisi month. lower per day and hard-core  Sixteen households were sur- | week with a corresponding fall market as a sacrificial animal for Eid- ul-ﬂzhd Its owner “‘-’tﬂpﬁlgﬂ? ﬂaldi;m i
Meanwhile, BBS officials  poverty as those whose daily | in temperature. ~ wa~ demanding exorbitant price of Tk 2.60 lakh. — Star photo esides, lraific police has
| Sce Page 12 Col 5 g exo P , - also been reinforced in differ-
Massive overhauling of o *y ' ent parts of the city.
BER tndarwe' A pail of water Voters' database and ID cards The extra police force wil
be active in separate groups. Of
e ot “meits. | EC to float tender . 55w
. . on duily in strategic points
&E - nr;“"d in city er while 270 groups will be in-
Water sells at Tk 3-4 a VoIV it peCRng
Pages 6,7 Besides, 10 groups of

Market capitalisation Tk 44.70 billion
Turnover in volume 68549
Tumover in value Tk ~24.57 million
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The Zoo with Artificial
Animals; Under
Crowded Skies: Chaos
and Cenfusion at ZIA:
What to See in Dhaka;
Travel Briefs

Page 8
Met itan

| Dhaka Day by Day

The

nation-wide dialing
(INWD) sysiem between the
capilal and 17 northerm dis
tricts was reslored yvesterday
T & T officials said the NWD
sysiem Lhal collapsed at 2 am
on Friday due to a mechanical
fault in (he Bogra exchange.
was resitored at 5:20 pm yes-
terday. reporis UNB.

JCD-BCL clash

PABNA. May 6: Twelve stu-
deni~ were injured in a post-
elevion clash at the Vocational
Training Institute in the dis-
trict this evening. Wiinesses
said supporters of the ruling
BNP backed Chhatra Dal and
the Awami League-backed
Chhatra League attacked each
other during the counting of
the votes in the student union
polls.repori~ UNB.

JCD activists clash
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. May 6: At least five
people were injured inr a clash
_between two lactions of the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
at the Beanibazar thana head-
qunntrs today. The condition
of Shajahan Kawser. who was
siabbed. was stated Lo be criti-
cal. The clash took place when
one group alttacked the pro-
cession brought out by the rival
group.
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Mild quake rocks
whole coun

An earthquake of moderate
intensity hit different parts ol
the country, including the
capital, vesterday morning.

Met Office sources said the
first tremors of the mild-to-
moderate quake were felt at
eight seconds past eight.
Intermittent tremors lasting
only a few seconds were [elt in
different parts of the country,

. the last at 57 seconds past

eight.

BAISHAKH 24, 1402 BS,
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By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka the tremor lasicd be-
tween five and seven scconds.

According to reports reach-
ing the Dhaka Met Office,
shock waves were also felt at
Chittagong. Khulna, Sylhet,
Noakhali, Barisal, Patuakhali,
Comilla. Rangamati. Mada-
ripur. Bhola. Borguna and Ha-
tiva. =

Our correspondents and
other sources reported that
panic-stricken residents in
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try

Agency correspondents said:

in Chandpur district, the
guake lasled 2 to 3 seconds. in

Sherpur and adjoining areas

for 10 to 12 seconds and in.

Sunamganj district for nearly
20 seconds. In Sunamgan]j
people ran out of their homes
and into the streets, scream-
ing in fear at the top of their
voices.

The Dhaka Met office, while

confirming that the total dura-
tion of the tremor was 49 sec-

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zla addresamg a huge public meeting at Tangail stadium

vesterdayv.

PM accuses Opposition
of acting irresponsibly

TANGAHNW.. May 6: Prime
Minister Beguin Khaleda Zia
today accused the Opposition
el actling irresponsibly
hampetring welfare of the
commoniman only to fulfil their
political end, reports UNB.

"They |opposition) have
never periormed their duties
lowards the people.” she told
a big public meeting at the
Tangail Stadium in the after-
1 MOOMN. -

In an obligue reference to
the Awami League Begum Zia
said since independence, the
party had never shouldered
the responsibilities of the peo-
ple. instead increased their
sufierings.

Reminding the misrule of
the party. the Prime Minister
said if again voted to power.
they (AL) would restere the
one-party BAKSAL rule. close
newspapers and repress the
people by raising variegated

forces.
Without mentioning Awammi
League President Sheikh

Hasina's recent speeches, Be-
gum JZia said the leader. of
late, had expressed her desire
to reintroduce the pgovernor
sysiem in the country. “In
fact. she hinter at rruuporning
Lthe BAKSAL rule on the peo
ple .~

But. Begum Zia expressed
her full confidence that people
would never give the party a
chance to revert to the horror
days ol inunediately post-liber
ation petiod.

Begum Zia said the people

cannol support the party
which destroys public and
private property. impedes de-

velopment. causes their suffer-
ings and attempts to jeopar
dise democracy

She said the opposition
Pdriiccs were busy orchestrat-

Sec Page 12 Col 5

Fear still haunts Narsingdi

— PID photo

Tipu Biswas quits
Workers' Party

Tipu Biswas yesterday for-
mally deserted the Workers'
Party. saying the party has de-
viated Irom the Marxist-
Leninist line. reports UNB.

The Purba Banglar Com-
munist League léd by Tipu
Biswas had earlier merged
with the Workers' Party.

Addressing a press confer-
ence al the Jativa Press Club,
Biswas announced the with-
drawal of his primary member-
ship from the Workers' Party.
Abdul Matin Munir and Nasir-
uddin ol the Workers' Party
also attended the press con-
ference.

Biswas, who was a member
of the WP politbureau. said that
the present organisational-po-

litical view of the party no
longer reflect the communist
ideology.

He claimed that many lead-

ers and workers of the

Workers Party were with him.'

He also said that he would float
See Page 12 Col 1

By Morshed Ali Khan back from Narsingdi

With tension prevailing in
the Narsingdi town lollowing

the bloody incidents on April

29, op district officials lear
further violence may erupt any
momendt.

“We are sitting on a time-
bomb.” said an official. re-
questing anonymity. ~“Armed
gangs are waiting out there
and any moment fighting may
start again.” he added.

Masud Aluned. son of ruling
party MP Shamsuddin Ahmed.
was killed reportedly as a re-
sult of a feud between his fa-
ther and another BNP MP
Abdul Ali Mridha.

Following the killing of
Masud. hundreds of supporters
of Shamsuddin went on a ram-

page with automalic weapons -

in the town and set fire to

seven houses belonging to

Mridha and his supporters.
Wilnesses said. as the mob

attacked Mridhas house
seven members of his family
including his aged mother.
wile. son. nephew. driver and
two servants hid inside a
7Tx10 store room

The 300-strong mob. un
able te trace the occupants,

poured petrol all over the
house and set il on fire before
eaing.

Fortunately. Lhe family

escaped alinost ceriain death
isee box story| as the local
people and police rescued
them by breaking the window
froam outside.

Fifiteen policemen were
also injured in the incidenis
and a nckshawpuller, who had
received bullel injuries. died
in hospital next davy

Seven days after the violeni
incidents no arrest has been
made in connection with the
murder of Masud or the burn

ing ol the houses.

Members of the special
armed police battalion, who
had been called in from Dhaka,
still stand guard at different
strategic points in the town.

Local people and top offi-
cials ol the district told this
correspondent that the pre-
sent lull would not last long
since Lthe arqped cadres of both
the groups may soon come out
of their hideouls.

"Mridha and Shamsuddin
have had a long history of ri-

vairy " said a local elderly per-
son. “in 1993 Mridha's sup-

poriers had killed college stu-
dent in broad daviight because
he belonged 1o Shamsuddin's
gZroup

According to reports, the
rivalry between the two
reached its height during the
municipal elections in 1992.

See Page 12 Col 1

Ramos may visit
Dhaka in Sept
By Staff Correspondent

Fidel Rinnos, President of
The. Philippines, is expected

to visit Dhaka in September, it

was learnt yesterday.

The visit would be in re-
spunse Lo an official invitation
lo «the Filipino President ex-
lended by the government.

This would be the first visit
by a Filipino head of state or
governmerndt.

His entourage is expected .

lo comprise several ministers,
high olficials and businessmen.

The Philippine-Bangladesh
Association in Dhaka is learnt
to be making extensive prepa-
rations for holding meetings
between Lhe visiting business

leaders with the local chamber.

pitcher in the city's East
Rampura area in the wake of
an acute shortage of water

i Eupply. residents said, reports
“UNB "

The crintn is severe particu-
larly in the Mollahbari Police
Fari area wheére '‘bua’s (maids)
are engaged by residents to
bring water f[rom distance
places in exchange of Tk 3 to
4 per pitcher, they said.

The WASA's supply lines
remain choked most of the
time at dome places of East
Rampura while at others there
is a flow. Some landlords. suf-
lering severe water crisis, have
reportedly been forced to
lower the pipes linking their
reservoirs to the WASA lines to
somehow meet part of the
needs,

Local leaders said they were
facing water problems despite
having two WASA pumps in

See Page 12 Col 8

A nieghtmare
he can't forget

By Staff Correspondent
A signboard outside the well

protected residence of Abdul
Ali Mridha MP reads "Sudha
Bhavan.” The traces of the car-
nage of April 29 are all around.

Amid charred furniture,

broken bird cages and the
burnt out walls, a boy of 13 —
Ilbrahim —
Mridha's house since he was

a servant at

10 still remembers the day.
"Around one O'clock in the

afternoon, | heard a lot of peo-
ple shouting near the house.
The main gate was locked,
They started hammering on it.
We were seven
house,” he said.

inside the

"The people started to

come inside the house from
everywhere. "They were firing
and shouting kill them, kill
them.” Ibrahim recalled.

See Page 12 Col B
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by month end

By Krishna P Roy

"The Eleclion Conmmissior
(EC) will float a tender within
this month to select computer
companies for preparation of
identity (ID) cards and a
databased electoral manage-
ment system. official sources
said.

Newlv-appointed Chief El-
ection Comunissioner Justice
AKM Sadeque has also ordered
that the technical committee
for appraisal of the tender
bids, comprising leading com-
puter e¢xperts. beé broadened.
This committee will also de-
termine the eligibility of the
companies which have applied
for pre-qualification.

Some 80 computer firms
and software traders f{rom
home and abroad have applied
for enlistment with the EC for

1hé work invelving issuafice 'of
ID vards to some 60 million
voters and their proper regis-
tration.

- The names of the pre-quali-
fied firms are expected to be
announced within a week, said
Justice Sadegue.

"I have ordered that as
many experts as possible be
included in the committee so
that there is no guestion about
the final selection of the com-
puter firms,” said the Chief
Election Commissioner.

Experts fromm the Dhaka
University's Physics and Com-
puter Science departments
and the Computer Engineering
Department of the Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (BUET) would be

See Page 12 Col 7

Indian press lauds
summit outcome

NEW DELHI, May 6: The
Indian press has broadly wel-
comed the outcome of the
just-concluded Eighth SAARC
Summit here, expressing the
hope the member countries
will eventually be able to turn
the seven-nation regional gro-
uping into a more viable forum,
reports BSS,

Most dailies carried edito-
rials today on the summit
which concluded here last
Thursday and comments sug-
gest that the newspapers are
near unanimous that the sum-
mit went off well although
some editorials cautioned the
leaders of the problems that
can plague the SAARC in lhl:
future.

"Fruitful summit” was the

caption of the editorial in the
pro-government daily "National
Herald” which said that the
summit in the Indian capital is

a "decisive step" towards the
further evolution of the re-
gional cooperative organisa-
tion. It did mention the slow
progress of the SAARC but ob-
served that momentum of the
forum is bound to pick up in
the future.

The Times of India' in its
editorial highlighted the pro-
gress on the South Asian Pre-
ferential Trading Arrangement
(SAPTA) and said that this
singular achievement can put
the SAARC on the kind of the
track desirabie for wne forum.
It touched upon some issues

See Page 12 Col 7

Armed puhu kﬂ:pu ngﬂﬂthel’mufhbdul AII Hﬂ&l
district. The supporters of Mridha's rival, fellow BNP MP Ehlﬂluddln Ahmed, set the house
on fire Apnl 29 following the death of Shamsuddin's son at the hands aeridhl men.

o
¥ L

o 5 ol
: ...x -—
N e

in BLrpu.r ﬂllnae uf Nlrunﬂh

—. Star pll.rw

-

Biswas arrives
in London

LONDON, May 6: President

Abdur Rahman Biswas arrived

here this morning to attend
the Victory in Europe (VE) day

programmes marking the end
of the World War II, reports
BSS.

He is accompanied by
Begum Hosne Ara Rahman.

On arrival at the Heathrow
airport, President Biswas was
greeted by Baronness Miller, a

representative of Queen Eliza-
beth II.

President Biswas and -
Begum Rahman will join other
heads of state and gevernment
at a reception and banquet to
be given by British Prime
Minister John Major at Guild-
hall, seat of the Corporation of

Ileport: Case anmag:if c;:l af;g:rtﬁ of  several places of the country  onds as it passed through the | bodies. London.
OfRBdiEOO' came out from their houses country, could not quite give R : 11 f The President will ex-
s : The epicentre of the during the tremor. However, the exact limes. dl Il-, relic change views with other heads
verig the earthquake was estimated at  there were conflicting reports The Met Office also failed to f- of state during the reception.
thr’ 490 kilometres from the pori regarding the duration of’ the give the exact reading of the OrecaSt _ Meanwhile, heads of state
s city of Chittagong. T tremor in each of the zones quake's intensity on the Ri- The sultry hot spell over and government from about 60
The Met Office said in  where it was felt. Z chier acaje , the country is likely to cease countries are already in Lon-

ddon to attend the 50th an-

plainclothes police will also be
active in T_h:
iment on the

n-l:canlun E
Eid.

Maid murder 2 |
in police remand
By Court Correspondent

Two accused in the case re-
garding the mysterious death
of a maid in the city in the
early hours of Friday were
placed in a itwo-day police re-
mand yesterday.

Monowara Begum, 35, a
maid in a flat at a multi-storied
building in Bangla Motor area,
was found dead after falling
from the fifth floor.

Roksana Chowdhury,
Monowara's mistress, and her
daughier Sharmin Chowdhury

were produced in the court of
Chiel Lhe Meltropolitan

Magistrate (CMM) yesterday.

SAARC chamber
approves budget

The SAARC Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (SCCI)
in its Extra Ordinary Executive
Committee meeting that
ended last week approved its
1995-96 budget designed to
help pave the way for a strong
private-sector led regional
economic cooperation, reports
UNB.

The meeting that closed on
Wednesday in the Indian capi-
tal of New Delhi, coinciding
with the Eighth Summit of the
South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation, pledged
lo make the forum into an ef-
fective trade block on a mini-
mum time-frame.

The SCCI meeting also dis-
cussed launching of the SAPTA
by December 1995 as ap-
proved by the SAARC Summit
Aand rowe of the private sector

See Page 12 Col 6

3 killed 1n

road accident
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, May 6: An
eight-year-old girl and her
grand mothers were killed and
her grand father was seriously
injured when they were run
over by a truck at Isdair on the
Dhaka-Narayangan] highway
this morning.

Police and witnesses said
the Narayanganj-bound truck
then skidded off the road and
fell into a ditch.

The dead were identified as
Beauty, 8, her maternal grand

‘mother Kholesha Begum, 45,

and paternal grand mother
Saleha Begum, 50, Beauty's
maternal grand father, Sabed
Ali, 55, was admitted to Nara-
yanganj Hospital.

Beauty and Saleha died on
the spot while Kholesha ex-
pired on way to hospital.

The girl, who was suffering
froin jaundice, was on way to
Dhaka to visit a doctor, her
relatives said,



