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Arsen: nl captain lun_l,r Acdam= R tries 1o thwart Wmlhledun - Jun l‘.:uudmdn during their
English Premier League tie ut Highbury on Mu} 4. The match ended in a goalless draw.

LONDON, May 5:

Are the nerves
bheginning Lo
show at the top of
the English Pre-

- mier League?’

Blackburi, sitting comfort-
ably in flirst place for weeks
waiting 1o collect their first
league title in 81 years. are
suddenly showing the custom-
ary signs ol pressure that ac-
company the end of the sea-
son. With two games Lo go, the
long-awaited trophy presenla-
tion al Ewood Park is still on

hold.
The Rovers have been —

and still are — in control of
their own destiny. but a 2-0
defeat at relegation-threatened
West Ham on Sunday has given
second-place and two-time de-
fending champions Marc
hester United more than just a
dreamer's chance of snatching
the title on the last day of the
season, reports AP.

"The title is still in our own
hands,” Blackburn manager
Kenny Dalglish said. "People
will inevitably say we are
cracking up. but I don’t care
about that ~

The mathematics of the ti-
tle chase are getting simpler
as the season draws to a close.
Blackburn lead United by 5
points. but United have three
games remaining to the
Rovers' two. [ United beat
Sheflicld Wednesday at home
on Sunday. the lead will be just
2 points going into Blackburn's
home game against Newcastle
Monday night.

: "How do | pick (the players)

up for Newcastle?” Dalglish
said. "Easy. | just tell them 10
look at the league Lable, that's
the best pick-me-up of all In
games like this. with so much

.— AFP/UNB photo

Anybody s game in England

at slake for both teams. you
need a break at the vital time.”

Should Manchester United
lose on Sunday, Blackburn
would clinch the title with a
victory over Newcastle. United
have had their own share of
dubious results lately — includ-
ing a 0-0 home draw against
Chelsea on April 17 — and
manager Alex Ferguson knows
the Reds can't let up again.

“(Blackburn's) last two
games, against Newcastle and
Liverpool. are not easy.’
Ferguson said. "They will hope
that we drop points to take the
pressure off them, but if we
win our games it means they
can't alford to drop any more
points.”

After Shetlield Wednesday
on Sunday and Southampton
on Wednesday. United will play
their final regular season gaine
o1 Mav 14 at West Ham — the
salne place where Blackburn
was done in last week.

Bubbling under 1he champi-
onship drama is the race lor
Lhree UEFA Cup places in ad-
dition to the berth already se-
cured by League Cup champi-
ons Liverpool. Nottingham
Forest will secure their spot if
they beats Manchester City at
home on Saturday, while
Newcastle and Leeds are also
in strong peositions.

Much depends on Manc-
hester United, who will go to
the Cup Winners Cup if they
fail to win the league title and
then beat Everton in the
Football Association Cup final
on May 20.

In the battle to avoid relega-
tion, a goal scored by Ugo
Ehiogu's left hand may have
kept Aston Villa in the
Frf:mitr 'eague for another

Ehiogu got away with using
his hand to divert the ball in
the net Wednesday night
against Manchester City to
score Villa's first goal in nearly
13 hours of playing time. The
final score: 1-1.

"That might be the break
our season needed,” said Villa
manager Brian Little, whose
team host Liverpool on
Saturday.

Villa are still precariously
one spot above the four-team
relegation zone. Ipswich and
Leicester are already assured
of the drop; Norwich and
Crystal Palace still have a
chance to avoid it, although
Norwich will almost certainly
be demoted if they lose their
seventh straight game when
they visit Leeds on Saturday.

‘Everybody's writing us off,
but Norwich have a great
record have against Leeds and
we ll Keep voing while 1there's
a thost ol o chiance, Norwich
Captain Jon Newsome said.

Unlortunately, no one is left
a1 Norwich to do the scoring
lollowing a massive sale of tal-
enl by team owners. Only two
— Jeremy Goss and Neil Adams
— of the 16 players who have
scored goals for the Canaries
this season are still with the
club.

Crystal Palace. another team
with an anemic offence, try to
stay alive Saturday in a home
game against West Ham.
Everton can erase their rele-
gation fears with a home vic-
tory over Southampton, while
Coveniry can do the same at
Tpswich.

Elsewhere Saturday. it's
Leicester vs Chelsea and
Queéens Park Rangers vs

Tottenham.

marters quorum

TIANJIN, China,
May 5: France,
playing without
injured world
singles champion
Jean-Philippe Ga-

*._J

tien. beuked a spot in the

quarter-finals of the team
event at the Weorld Cham-
plonships with a 3-0 win over
Romania on Friday. reports
Reuter.

Gatien injured a muscle in
his left playing are against
Japan earlier in the competi-
tion and was rested by the
European champions for the
crunch match with Romania.

His teammates Patrick
Chila. Christophe Legout and
Damien Eloi were up to the
task amd put a smile on
Gatien's face by winning the tie
without dropping a game.

‘I played on with the injury
but it became worse so | de-
cided 10 take a rest from com-
petiion — | am glad the team
worn without me.” said Gatien

i e

Leavn eventl,
| am confident that | mll

he ready for the knockout
stage of the leam competition
bt | will not be taking any
risks

The French were rewarded
lor their efforts with a good
draw in the quarter-finals
which will be played on
Saturday. They will meet the
winners of a play-off for a last
eight spot and if victorious are
likely to face Sweden, who
they bheat in the final of last
year s European Champion-
ships in the semifinals.

‘I am happy with the draw
| did not want o meet the
Japanese in the gquarter-finals
as Lhey beat us in the group,
said French coach Christian
Martin. “The team is very tired
as we have head a lot of long
matches against delensive
teamns. The matches have lin
ished late and the players have
anly had about five hours sleep
a nighi .~

whe has lost bair imes in

complete

also threw up an intriguing
clash between delending
chhampions Sweden and
Luropean rivals Germany.
China. bidding (0o end their
eight-year barren spell in the
men's event, will {ace a play-off
gualifier in the gquarters with a
sernifinal showdown against in-
form Belgium or South Korea
the reward for victory.

In the women s Leam event,
South Korea had a surprise 3- 1
win over Hone Kong on Friday
to top group and they will

meet Sweden in the guarter-
finals.
The Swedes beat the

Netherlands in their final
Group A maich w force Japan
inte the tricky play-ofl stage
for the final two guarter-final
spots.

Defending * champions
China. unbeaten in group play.
will not know their last eight
opponent until later on Friday
although Germany are favoured
Lo negoliate the play-off hurdie
o lake on
L

Tl draw lwr the last r-lqht

the 10 times win- l

' Wimbledon

hold Gunners

LONDON, May b: Arsenal.
who meet Real Zaragoza in the
European Cup Winners' Curp fi-
nal next week, will be looking
for a vastly improved perfor-
mance in Paris following their
0-0 draw against Wimbledon in
a Premier League match on
Thursday. reports Reuter.

Arsenal, resting Stefan
Schwarz and Martin Kenown
[rom their likely starting line-
up, dominated tired
Wimbledon, who were playing
their third game in six days.

But they rarely threatened
to pierce the visitors defence,
although Paul Merson spurned
an easy chance to hit the win-
ner nine minutes after half-
time, firing tamely at goal-
keeper Neil Sullivan.

lan Wright missed three
chances while Wimbledon, for
whom Dean Holderworth
might have scored twice in the
first 10 minutes, eventually re-
treated into a defensive shell
lo complete fifth consecutive
game without scoring.

Wimbledon agreed to play
48 hours ahead of schedule to
help their London neighbours

prepare for next week's final

but were in no mood to give
anything else away as they
avoided defeat At Highbury for
the eighth successive season.

A big crowd of nearly
33.00Q suffered largely in si-
lence as Arsenal. who have
won only six home matches all
season, laboured for the draw.
But at least the fags had some-
thing to cheer at the end.
Arsenal finished with no injury

problems.

Lira Berlusconi's
bane

ROME, May 5: The weak-
ness of the Italian lira may
help Paris-Saint Germain from
losing Nigerian-born striker
George Weah to defending
European Cup and Italian
League champions AC Milan,
reports AP.

Silvio Berlusconi, the media
tvcoon and former premier
who owns AC Milan, said
Friday that the prices of for-
eign players have rocketed as a
result of the falling lira and
that will slow his club’'s trans-
fer campaign.

Berlusconi conlirmed
long-known interest ol the
five-time European and 14-
time ltalian league champion

the

in Weah. but added 'l can see
problems in his transler.”
“The value ol loreign stars

almost doubled in two years (as
a result of the lira fall against
most foreign currencies) ... it
will be difficult for AC Milan to
finalise (Weah's transfer).”
Berlusconi said during a
meeting at Rome's foreign
press club.

Weah, considered one of
the best strikers playing in
Europe, has a transfer value es-
timated between 16 billlon and
20 billion lira (dirs 10 mil-
lion=12.5 million),

AC Milan, who eliminated
Paris-Saint Germain in the
European Champlions Cup
semifinals last month, are
seeking a strong. skillful cen-
tre forward for next season
with the comeback of long-in-
jured Dutch striker Marco van
Basten ihcreasingly question-

" QPR join
(Gazza race

LONDON, May 5: Queens
Park Rangers became the lat-
est English club to 88 an
interest in Paul Ga on
Wednesday, if, as seems likely,
he is released by his [talian
club Lazio. reports Reuter.

Meanwhile FA Cup finalists
Everton dropped out of the
hunt for the injury-prone Eng-
land international midfielder
who still interests Leeds and
Coventry, especially as he
could cost less than half the
5.5 millien pounds (8.89
million dollars) sterling Lazio
paid when they bought him

from Tottenham three years

“I'd like to sign him.” said
QPR's player-manager Ray
Wilkins who plans to raise the
issue with club owner Richard
Thompson today.

“It would obviously depend
to some extent on the fee. but
if it is that which is being
lalked about in the newspapers
then we are definitely inter-
ested "

Wilkins came close to land-
ing Gastoigne in a loan deal
before the English transfer
deadline and added: "He'd be a
super acguisition for us. He's
the sort of player who gener-
ates excilement and brings in

Sport

Batjstuta battles Roma

=

ROME.,
(e
S1Op.
hard
elrate.
Something has to
¢iven Sunday as the [talian
First Division's top scorer
faces the stingiest defence
when Gabriel Batistuta and
Fiorentina play at AS Roma.
reporis AP.

In addition to pitting the
Argentine sfriker against
italian international back
Amadeo Carboni, the match
has UEFA Cup qunﬂﬂcnﬁnn
implications.

Batistuta began lhl: season
by eclipsing a 32-year-old
Serie A record with at least
one goal in 11 consecutive
games. While his pace has
slipped considerably, his 23
goals give him a margin of five
over runner-up Gianfranco Zola
of AC Parma.

Batistuta has proven himself
adept at scoring in a variety of
ways, and he works well with
lellow forward Francesco
Baiano.

With Carboni and goal-
keeper Giovanni Cervone hav-
ing career .years. the Roma
defence has allowed a league-
low 20 goals through 29
matches. The club, in fourth
place, has shut out five of their
last six opponents.

i But the Roma attack, which
looked so promising at the
outset of the season, is

May b5:
is hard Lo
the other
to pen-

[

spufttering. Much of the blame

goes to Uruguayan forward
Daniel Fonseca's run of
injuries.

Coach Carlo Mazzone's team
has been shut out three of the
past four rounds, as Argentine
striker Abel Ealbu has missed

Fonseca's creativity. Young
forward Francesco Totti has
shown signs of being a future
start but lacks the consistency
and playmaking ability Balbo
needs.

Fiorentina's inexperienced
defence has been as suspect as
the Roma attack. It has given
up six goals in the last two
matches.

BATISTUTA

Roma midfielder Giovanni

Piacentini and Fiorentina for-
ward Angelo Carbone are sus-

pended for the match.

With five rounds left on the
schedule, the top-tier teams
already left in leaders
Juventus' wake begin looking

to quality for the next UEFA

Cup tournament.

Italy has four spots there,
and no fewer than nine squads
have a legitimate shot. Roma
missed out on a berth by one

standings point last season.
With leaders Juventus and

second- placc Parma battling
for the “scudetto,” UEFA Cup
and Italian Cup, and third-
place AC Milan in the
Champions' Cup final, it's pos
sible that a team finishing as
low as seventh — currently
Fiorentina — would get a UEF&
berth.

After beating Juve 1-0
Wednesday night in the UEFA

final first leg, Parma resume
their last-ditch effort to ecatch

the Turin side in the league

standings by hosting lowly
Genoa.

If Coach Nevio Scala de-
cides to concede the

"scudetto,” resting players for
a push on the other two fronts

against Juve, an upset is pos-
sible. Genoa are on the cusp of

~relegation, just one point out

of 15th place in the 18-team
league.
The visitors will surely

provide a tough match, as they
did last week in

crosstown rivals Sampdoria 2-
1 to end a five-match winless
streak. But Genoa' won't have
defender Fabio Galante or
Czech striker Tomas Skuhravy,
both out suspended.

Parma are very strong at
their Tardini Stadium, where

they have won 12 to 14 league

| matches this season.

Juventus face much atiﬂ'tr
competition in fifth-place
Lazio, who boast. Italy's most
potent attack with 59 goals.
The Turin club's injury-riddled
defence should have their
hands full. :

Other matches Sunday:

Bari-Torino: Cagliari-Padova;
Cremonese- ana; Milan-
Foggia; and Napoli-Intenazio-
nale.

Home Klinsmann's heart?

LONDON. May 5:
Tottenham stri-
ker Juergen Klin-
smann said on
Thursday he wo-
auld make a de-
cision on his future before he
collects his English footballer-
ol-the-year award on May 18,
reports Reuler.
Klinsmann. 29. said he had
offers Irom ltalian and Spanish
clubs as well as the much-pub-

licised bid from Franz
Beckenbauer's B Munich.
Bul he added: "If | leave it will

only be because | want to settle
back home in Germany.

“I will not be going to those
other countries because if ] did
people would say | am only do-
ing il for the money and. re-
allv. that is the last thing I am

considering.

“tr 1 hiul been worried about
moncy | would not have come
to England in the first place
last year because I had much
bigger offers from elsewhere.”
he said.

“But | came because | was
curious about the football and
the customs and the culture
and the way of life here.

"And although | have not
achieved what | wanted lo
achieve with Tottenham — |
hoped | would win a title or
play in the FA Cup final at
Wembley — it has been a fan-
Laslic experience.

"The tremendous reception
1 have had from fans of other
teams as well as Tottenham's
has been fantastictlt is wvery
special when the other team's
fans applaud you as they did at
Newcastle last night. Really it
has been an incredible season
for me."

Klinsmann,

who has be-

comme only the third foreigner -

in the 46-year history of the
award to be named England's
baller-of-the-year. said:

"Nothing that has happened in
my experience in England has

put me off playing here. The -

only reason 1 would leave is to
go back Munich which is close
to my roots and near my
home."

Klinsmann was announcing
a new boot deal with a sports
company which is expected to
net him more than 100.000
pounds sierling (161,700 dol-
Larsl.

KLINSMANN

Bul the foolwear as well as

shinpads and balls — with
markings in the blue and white
colours of Tollenham — is very
cheaply priced because, he

Lifter's feat

WARSAW. May 5: Greek
weightlifter Valerios Leonidis
set a new clean and jerk world
record in the 64kg category
here on Thursday. when he
lifted 183kgs at the European
Championships, reports AFP.

The previous record steod
at 182.5kgs. set by Turkey's
Naim Suleymanoglu in
November 1994 at Istanbul.

- competition,

said: "l wanted something that
kids and other youngsters can
afford. Thev are economical
problems even in weslern
Europe and I wanted some-
thing that would be affordable.”

It is the first time
Klinsmann has put his name to
a soccer boot product and he
said: "l always made it clear I
did not want to be associated
with a shoe that is out of the
economical range of the ordi-
nary person. and their chil-
dren.

"Money is not a big consid-
eration to me. | have always
been a person who wants to
tasl:t: the different ways of life

and culture in Europe first and
foremost.

"All my decisions haw: al-
ways been based on that idea
and the only reason | would
not leave a wonderful club like

Tottenham is to go back to my
roots in Germany.~

Klinsmann has so far scored
29 goals for Tottenham — the
highest haul in one season of
his professional career — but
that total could now be 30 if
he hadd not missed a penalty in
Tottenham's 3-3 draw at
Newcastle on Wednesday. |

It would indeed be ironic if
Klinsmann, who is known to
want to play in European
was to see
Tettéenham miss out on Europe
by the two points a successful
penalty sirike would probably
have earned them on
Wednesday ..

Another point he said he
was considering was that
Bayern, who have just been
docked two points in the
Bundesliga for playing too
many amateurs in one match.
are not certain of a place in
Europe either next season.

“This is the hardest deci-
sion | think 1 have ever had to
make in llﬁ: he said.

.Ew
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Svensson rejects
L

Bilbao's offer

STOCKHOLM. May |
Tommy 5Svensson said on
Thursday he had rejected an
offer to manage Spain's
Athletic Bilbao and would st
on as Sweden’'s coach uug

after next year's Europeah

Championship finals, reports
Reuter.

Svensson said’earlier this

week that the Spanish side

had made him “an incredibly
gn-c_;d offer.” :
‘Bilbao are currently

coached by foriner player Jnse
Maria Amorrortu, seen as a
caretaker m
vensson, who guided
en to third place in last
year's World Cup finals, sﬂfd
the Swedish Soccer Federation
had told him it would nht
stand in his way if he wished
to join the Spanish First
Division club.

Sweden have struggled this
year, losing two European
Championship qualifiers.

Tyson denies *
charges

SOMERVILLE, New Jerae:,r
May 5: Former world heavy-
weight boxing champion Mike
Tyson has denied charges of
sexual abuse by his ex-wife's
former publicist, his attorney
said, reports AFP,

A tentative trjal date of June
12 is set on charges by Phyliss
Polaner that Tyson sexually as-
saulted her. threatened her
life and beat her in 1988.

"Every one of the allegations
has been categorically denied
by Mike and I believe a jury
will find there is no cause for
action,” said John Tromba-
dore, one of the lawyers
working for Tyson on the case:

The case was filed in 1990
but shelved when Tyson was:
sent to prison for the rape of
beauty pageant contestant
Desiree Washington. but reac-
tivated after Tyson was re<
leased in March after serving d
three-year sentence.

Polaner worked in 1988 for
Tyson's then-wife, actress
Robin Givens, who is named as
a defendant along withr her
mother for failing to stnp
Tyson's al:m!:

ol

The first day of the Tour De
Corse on Wednesday once aga--
in demonstrated the com-
petitiveness of the 1995 World
Rally Champimwhig with uw.'r
one minute covering the top'
ten cars as the rally reached
the overnight halt at Bastia.
The 555 Subaru World Rally
Team drivers held fifth, sixth'
and seventh places on this
specialised all-asphalt event.
Belgian driver Bruno Thiry lc¢!
a World Championship event’
for the first time in his carcer
and his closest challenger was

Ford [eammale Francois De-
lecour, only six second behind

Drivers' championship Ica‘
der, Carlos Sainz, made a quiét
start and decided to change to
a firmer suspension setting on
his 555 Subaru Impreza before
making an all-out attack on thl!
lead.

Sandwiched between Sainz
and McRae was the third 555
Subaru Impreza of Pierro Lia-

tti. the former Enrnpcan Ralljr
Champion.

.‘
u

X

]

EEEE B

f

- =

1

Ihtl:ml:nanag}ng directior -
e 2o b hasa 1. Foypane GNJEEJYV OBEJGN PLH
e sk teporiedy peng AT ATETS
Everton. however. say they Srotorntetoto BATo TP NHTM NKTT NKTCG:-
have no interest iﬂﬂ#ﬂfﬂl_hf O|OIH iuu |
B R ,J“H“!“. VIS TALT I O BMVC PLHAKNTECE
italy that they head the race. * ;.LH;'.:[J SIAIT N :
Gascoigne, 28 this month, 4 [DJIORRAIVIE IR VIAIC IHIT Yesterday’s : THE FAVORITE TELEVI-
and hoping for an England re- S toray O MR O SION SHOW UNDERWATER: “EEL OF FORTUNE.”

SIEIDIAIN
RIAIM
CIAIRIAIYIOIN

DJOIR,
e
o cidon: 30 ' - Thelry P 15 a substitution cipher in which -
for Lazio after a year on the Jl!L]l.l PIOIOILIRIOIOIM

sidelines with » brethem leg. LIOIGIOMMEIV] I [LINOIRIA ~ letter for another. If you think that X equals «

OIWIE

call for the summer tourna-

ment involving Brazil. Sweden Today’s Cryptoquip clue: E equals R

in the past about the player

nched his career ai
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Aston Villa s lan Taylor (R) challenges Manchester City's Alan Kernaghan for a goalmouth
ball during their English Premier League encounter at Villa Park in Birmingham on May
3. The match ended in a 1-1 draw.
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