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The big fight with big questlon
mark — who shall win?

Next parliament elections: Political activities in Muu!wbazur district are gaining
momentum with various political leaders busy trying to secure nominations for the major
parties in the four parliamentary seats in the district.

From R K Goswami
MOLULYI BAZAR. May 5 sions on the nomination of  caidhdate from the party in This is an important con-
Politi 4l activities in Monulvi-  their respective party candi-  last elettion. Il one is given stiluency in the district as the
bazar district are gaunng  dates. nemination, other may be op- home of FM Saifur Rahman is
momentum with various According to local leaders, posed and likely to work located in this constituency

and district town is also in-
cluded in this seat.

Saifur Rahman will contest
in this seal. He is a popular
and strong candidate from
BNP. '

against party nominee giving
opportunity for other party to
win. Batal is still likely to get
ticket from BNP for contesting
the coming election probably

political leaders busy trying to
secure nominations of the ma-
jor political parties for
contesting in the four parlia-
mentary seats in the district in

BNP is facing very difficult sit-
uation in giving nomination in
three out of four constituen-
cies of the district because
none among the candidates
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the next general election. The
political clingate here has
warmed with many new faces

announcing their arrival on the -

political arena in beliel that
parliament elections are round
the corner.

The Awami League (AL) and
Jatiya Party (JP) are the pow-
erful parties i the district, it
is vbserved. In the last parlia-
mentary election. AL and JP
secured two seats each. while

seem to be fit to win the elec-
tion. AL is also in the same
position as number of nomina-
tion seekers are more than 3
to 4 in each constituency.

'BNP may not be able to set
strong candidates as there are
no active politicians to win in °
the election race said a local
senior leader of the party.

As parliament election is
round the corner, Finance
M Saifur

depending on how much
money he can spend!

Other possible candidates
from different parties are
Sirajul Islam (AL), Imam Uddin
Ahmed (AL). Abdul Goni
(Jamaat).
likely to appear as very strong
candidates.

Moulvibazar-2 constituency
comprising Kulaura thana.
Nowab Ali Abbas Khan was

Al nominees are .

ticket once again.

Central leader of the woman
of JP Nila Chowdhury,
former MP Gias Uddin Ahmed
Chowdhury,
President Syed Shahabuddin
Ahmed are likely to seek JP

wing

sadar

nominations for this seat.

Other interested candidates

Azizur Rahman, the sitting | e
MP of AL is “ktlj’ to gE[ AL

thana

o

from different parties are
Abdul Hoque (Left Front).
Golam Muhit Khan (NAP) and
Sirajul Islam (Jamaat).
Moulvibazar-4 constituency
comprising of Srimongal and
Kamalgonj thanas. Vice
Principal Abdus Shaheed was
elected MP from AL ticket in

elected in last election from
JP. A recent offer to join BNP
was rejected by Khan through
press statements which were
published in different national
dailies. So, Khan is likely to be
a strong candidate from JP in
ensuing election.

Sultan Mohammed Monsur
Ahmed, a former DUSCU VP
and central president of
Bangladesh Chhatra League
may get AL nomination for
contesting the election.
Monsur was also a candidate of
AL in last election and was de-
feated with a small margin of
volLe.

BNP is not txpccted to do
well in this constituency as the
party has so far failed to select
the right candidate. Late Ataur
Rahman Advocate was BNP
nominee in last election who
obtained 3rd position.
However, Advocate Abed Raja,
son of former MP and
President. of central faction of
a Muslim League ANM Yousuf, '
local BNP leader, M A Shaheen
may seek BNP ticket for this

constituency.

~ Minister (FM)
Rahman, who has been looking
after the party matters in the
district is trying to select bet-
ter candidates in the con-
stituencies. FM reportedly ex-
tended his political hand to-
wards JP to dose right candi-
dates for BNP. At the initial
tage; Rahman successfully at-
tracted Ebaildur Rahman
Chowdhury MP, who was
elected from JP ticket in
Moulvibazar-1 constituency. On
April-6, this year Chowdhury
formally joined BNP.

Such offers from the ruling
party was so far rejected by
anoihér sifting MP of JP,
Nowab Ali Abbas Khan., who
was elected from Moulvibazar-
2 constituency and Ahad Miah,
a powerful leader of JP at
Moulvibazar-4 constituency.
These two JP leaders rejected
the offers through press
statements and again ex-
pressed their full support and
solidarity for the deposed
president Ershad his party.

Recent political develop-
ment on the issue of ensuing

Bangladesh Nationalist Party'
(BNP) failed lo caplure any
seat. Even Finance Minister
(FM) M Sailur Rahman. who
has contested in two seatls
alone from BNP squEr:d de-

feal.

Traditionally. Moulvibazar
district is always a fertile ldand
for opposition parties. JP was
too weak to gain any popularity
during it rule. Buf after mass-
revolution in 1990, the JP ap-
peared in the district as a
powerful party.

Activities of BNP is too
weak as the leaders and work-
ers in the district are busy in
different meetings and pro-
grammes taken up by the ad-
ministration. M Saifur Rahman
though a BNP backed politician
at national level, but he failed
to establish this image in the
locality. Without any doubt,
Saifur Rahman is now-a popu-
lar personality in Moulvibazar.
This performance has been
gained from his personal im-

age not from the party or polit-
ical activities.

leaders of AL are interested for
‘contesting with party tickel in
next election. They are: Sitting
MP Vice Principal Abdus
Shaheed. Dr Rama Ranjan Deb.
President of Srimongal Pouru
AL Unit and SK Roy, Presidenlt
of Srimongal thana AL.Unit.

tion in giving nomination to
candidature in this seal., as
there are no suitable candidate
to win the election. To tackle
the situation, Khaleda Robbany
MP is likely to get nomination.
Beside this, Abdul Wali
Siddiquee and former central
leader of youth front of JP.
now in BNP Abdul Mukit Khan
may- seek BNP nomination.

JP is a powerful party in
this seat. JP nominee, Ahad

Beside this. BNP and its arliament election In Other possible candidates ! |
front organisations at different Elm.ﬂvihamr district: as fol-  in this seat are Lutfur Rahman M““L b ”’F 3“’?‘ “’:‘hia ‘;';“‘f_.‘;
thanas is facing internal strife  Jows— . (Left Front). Iias Uddin 277 “‘ar';g B e it
as well. Moulvibazar-1 constituency Ahmed (NAP) and Sirajul Islam  ©°° i”“ém; fmasl'_laga 11%“ ‘

Internal sirife are also pre- comprising Baralekha thana. (Jamaat). e or the contest.

vailing in the AL. the largest
political party in the district.
Leaders and workers of AL and
its front organisations are di-
vided into small groups.
However, leaders ol major
pariics are vet 1o make deci-

After joining of Ebaidur
Rahman Chowdhury. MP from
JP to BNP, there will be two
candidates from BNP. Another
imerssted one Is Baralekha
thana wunit President Asad
Uddin Batal who was also a

Moulvibazar-3 seat compris-
ing of sadar and Rajnagar
thana. Whip of the oppeosition
in sitting parllament Azizur
Rahman was elected in the last
election defeating Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman.

Political leaders of different
political parties expressed
their views said. there may In
close fight between AL and JP
in constituency no-1, 2 and 4
while BNP and AL may fight to
win in constituency no-3.

Investigation report says

| " |JB official issued
fake agri-loans

JAMALPUR. May 5: Junata
Bank of Boshak Para branch is-
sued fake loan worth over Taka

reccive, loan lrom the branch
aller 1988 devastating flood.
According to sources the

one lakh as agriculture loan in lonees arc¢ daylabours and
Jamalpur pourashava during small businessmen. They are
the 1988-89 financial year ac- not land holders. Byt the bank
cording to official sources. disbursed agri-loan, pcople
it is reported thalt an in- said. it is quile mysterieus.
quiry body was formed in Recently., the lonees 13

SHLHET A H Saadut Khan speaking at a condulence
meeting arranged to mourn the death of Abdul Bari,
eminent social worker and businessman at village

Sriram recently. — Star photo

20,000 cases pending
. in Barisal dist

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. May 5 : About 20 special tribunal cases that are
thousand cases are pending in  yet (0 be settled.
i9 courts under the Barisal According to court sources,
Judge Court. there is instruction from the

Sources said, there are two ministry concerned that one
additional district and session judge of each court must settle
Judge Couris. one ‘artha rin  at least six cases every month.
court’ three sub judge courts, In this process about one thou-
ten magistrate courts and sand five hundred cases may
three assistan! judge courts in  De settled every year. But these
the sadar thana under the dis- instructions could not be fol-

1992 1o investigate the matter.
Later, the body submitted re-
port against forrmer manager,
Serajul Haque. officer, Abdus
Salam and Abdul Wadud at the
Boshak Para branch in the
town. Bul no action have been
taken so far for mysterious
causes. il is alleged.

The bank's branch dis-
bursed over Taka one lakh
among as many as 13 persous
at village Haripur and Bonder
Para in Jamalpur pourashava
after the 1988 devastating
flood.

it is alleged that none of the
13 persons received any agri-
culture loan from the branch.
But the bank. according to
document. gave loan againsi

persons submitted a written
complaint to the local MP and
Deputy Minister for Health and
Family Welfare. Md Serajul
Haque. The minister gave a
written order o the bank for
further investigation involving
the matter.

Later. another inquiry team,
headed by Siddiqur Rahman
Manager of the main branch,
Janata Bank at Jamalpur was
formed. The team after inves-
tigation submitted their report
against the same bank officials
for disbursing of false agri loan.

It is alieged that during the
period some bank officials, de-
liberately collected fake deed.
document, name, photo and
signatures by brokers and d;u
wed fake loans. :

trict judge court. lowed due to sho e of

Nearly twenty thousand judges and courts. Fr::‘quick Onf}’ 400
caAses are in these settlement of these cases l h
courts. Of these two thousand  Barisal Bar Association several letephone

criminal case appeals, one
thousand criminal revision.
about eleven thousand other
appeals and more than one
thousand other cases.
Besides, there are some
election related cases. ‘artha

times have applied Lo the con-
cerned authority to increase
number of courts and judges
here which is yet to be ful-
filled.

Till now, thousands of peo-

ple are coming to the courts
often for early settlement of

lines for one
lakh people

MADARIPUR. Muay 5;
town-dwellers ol 1he

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. May 5: Smuggled
timber worth about Taka [if-
teen lakh were seized by the
law enforcing agencies from
Kanaighat thana headquarters

The
district
are lacing problems due to

inadeguate telephone lines

rin’ court cases including some  their cases. Monday reports UNB.
In a raid jointly conducted According o the official
by BDR. Customs, forests offi- sources, Lhere are at presen!

only 400 telephone lines with
the existing exchange which is
inadequate to meet the grow
ing demand of over one lakh
dwellers.

The comgercial activities
have increased (o a great ex
tent with the upgradation ol
Ihe sub-division into the full
Nedged district and conse
guently the demand for the
new connections has increase:|
manifold

The dwellers alleged that a
large number of applications
for new lines have been lying
with the local telephone offic:
for a long time.

Local leaders have urged

Severed:oughtpfevaih
in Chuadanga dist

From Our Correspondent

CHUADANGA. May 5 : Seve-
re draught is persisting
throughout Chuadanga district
for a long time.

The scorching heat of the
burning sun has made civic
life miserable. Freguent power
fallures has aggravated the sit-
wation. The town roads wore a
deserted look as few dare to numerable cracks.
come ou! during day time.

cials and police. the timber
was seized from eighi timber
siores and four saw mills of the

They disappeared

23 years ago

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, May 5 The
24th year of disappearance ol
Shaheed Salimullah and his
younger brother. Shaheed
Zahir Hossain. two noted busi-
nessamen and social workers of
the town was observed here
Monday

Local collaborators of the
Pakistani occupation forces

successive crop faflure this

Demands for green coconuts Continued draught accom- . the concerned authorities to
and cold | panjed by hot spei abducted the two brothers B AMEIO -
Farm:r;Mks i b g by | has caused from their Deobhogh resi take immediale steps L0 en-

throughout the
district which was traditionally
deficit in foed produc- asa result the water has totally
tion suffer heavy due to two

hance the capacity of the local
telephone exchange for the
benefit of the flourishing trade
and commerce in the district

dence and took them to un
known destuination on this day

during Liccountry s Liberation
War in 1971.

last election. This time, several |}
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BNP is facing difficult situa- L
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