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From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. May 5. Gusty
winds accompanied by rainfall
swept over the port city and
its surrounding areas this af-
terncon. Met office recorded
only 2 mm rainfall in the city.
The gusty winds at a speed of
10 km per hour lasted for
about halfl an hour.

Jubo Dal workers
-
clash in Sylhet
From Staff Correspondent
SYLHET, May 5: Four ac-
tivisis of the Jativatabadi Juba
Dal sustained bullet injuries
during a clash between rival
factions of the organisation at
Golapgan| thana headquarters
this afternoon. The incident
occurred when a group at-
tacked amother group who
were holding 2 rally in the
premises of thana BNP office.

Heavy fighting in
™
Somalia : 20 killed
MOGADISHU, May 5: More
than 20 people were killed
and 43 wounded when heavy
fighting broke out between

clan militias today in the
Bermuda neighbourhood of

The fighting — the heaviest in

u since UN troops
pulled out of Somalia at the
beginning of March — was
continuing late afternoon. re-
ports AFP.

Chechens shoot
down Russian plane

MOSCOW, May 5: Chechen
rebels shot down a Russian
plane today in the east of the
separatist region,
news agency quoted military
sources as saying. Tass said the
plane was hit nedr the village
of Serzhen-yurt while it was on
a recemnaissance flight. re-
ports Reuter.
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India keen to find solution : Pranab

Dhaka, Delhi hold two

NEW DELHI, May 5; India
and Bangladesh opened talks
on sharing the waters of the
Ganges river here yesterday
following complaints by Dhaka
that New Delhi had been
steadily decreasing the flow of
water, officials said, reports
AFP.

A senior Bangladeshi official
held talks with his Indian
counterpart after Prime Mi
nisters P V Narasimha Rao of
India and Begum Khaleda Zia
of Bangladesh agreed lo re-
spime discussions al a one-to-
one meeting here Thursday,
they said.

A second round ol talks was
held this morning. Bangladesh
diplomais here declined to
comment on the talks saying
they were “"at a preliminary
stage.”

The Ganges waler dispute
has Iriggered complaints by

Bancladeshi experts who say
Noew Delhi had unilaterally re-
duced the flow of water to a
level of 9,000 cubic feet pei
second from 34 000 cusecs
agreed upon in 1977.

Meanwhile, indian External
Affairs Minister Pranab Kumar
Mukherjee told BSS today that
the relationship between the
two neighbours was “excellent”
and said that efforts will be
made to turn the ties more
cordial.

Asked how the ties can be
described as iriendly and cor-
dial when a crucial irritant like
the sharing of the waters of
the Ganges exisis in the bilat-
eral ties, Mukherjee said this
should not be an obstacle to
developing ties,

» India is keen to find solu-
tion to the problem he said
and referred to the foreign
secretary level talks now in

rounds of water talks

progress in Delhi.

Asked if the Irrigation
Ministers of two countries will
meei soon on the "Farakka is-
sue” or talks will be held at any
other level as a sequel to the
talks ol the foreign secretaries,
the Indian External Affairs
Minister said, "Let us see how
it progresses.”

Pranab Mukherjee said he
looks [orward to the meeting
of the indo-Bangladesh Joint
Commission, which is sched-
uled to be held in India. No
dates have been set for the
meeting which generally takes
place once in every two years.

Asked aboutl the allegations
of Indian postiire as a "big
brother” towards neighbours
like Bangladesh. Mukherjee
soiight to brush aside such
opinion. He said his country
treals all sovereign nations

See Page 12 Col 8
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studium vesterday.

fair polls, food :

KISHOREGANJ. Mav 5
Sheikh lasina. who is seeking
immediate eleclions under a
caretaker povernment. today
said the BNF is making Iramtic
efforts to hang on power lor

making more black money
through corruption. reports
LIND

‘This illegal government

has no right to stay in power
lor cvorrupton. rigging. killing
and food and fertiliser scan-
dal.” she told a huge public
meeting al a local stadium on
the concluding day of her 3-
day tour of grealer Mymen-
singh disunict

The Awami League Presi-
dent also addressed two public
meetlings at Kishoregan| and
Bhairab and several wayside
meetings.

“‘We age hghting lor fair
polls and the people's rights
o food. We resigned (rom
Parliament to establish these
rights.” she sald and asked the
Prime Minister (o resign 90
days ahead of the elections
and hand over power to a neu-
iral caretaker government.

Hasina rebuked the gov-
ernment lor blaming the
Opposition lor fertiliser-foed
crisis and said BNP men made
huge black money by creating
the crisis ignoring Lhe interest

The World Food Summit to
b held in Rome in November
next year will convene heads
of state and government for a
renewed conunitment and a
plan ol action (o eliminate
hunger and malnutrition and
take preventive measures
against famine.

Hilmi Toros. Chief ol Press
of the Rome-based UN Food
and Agriculture Organization
(FAO). told a 4-day seminar in
Bangkok, that the summit
proposed by FAO Director-
General. Dr Jacques Diouf, will
provide a forum to assess the
evolution of the lood situation
since the Werld Food
Canference 20 years ago and o
consider future action.

The aim of the summit is to
raise public awareness and to
promote political commilment
at the highest level for a giobal
campaign 0 eradicate hunger
and undernutrition and pro-

Awiani L&agﬁﬁ president Sheikh Hasina addressing a public meeting at

of pour farmers.

She mentioned the names
ol several BNP ministers and
MPs who were directly in-
volved in the scandal. Dealer-
ships of lertiliser were given to
BNF people al the direction of
the Prime Minister and they
smuggled il 10 India. Hasina

alleged

She also blamed the gov-
ernment for killing 18 farm-
ers, 17 workers. students,
husinessmen and Ansars.

"Now. the people in power
are planning to give the deal-
ership of paper to their own
men Lo create a new crisis and
thereby open another way for
making black money.” the AL
leader told the meeting.

Hasina said if the Awami
League is voled to powerglt
will give subsidy to the agricul-
lure Sector. sel up an Agro-
based industrial infrastruciure
and labour intensive industries.

The meeting was also ad
dressed by Awami League
General Secretary Zillur Rah-
man, Matia Chowdhury, Fazlur
Rahman. Syed Asraful lsiam,
Nazibul Bashar Maijbhandari.
Shamsul Hug and Advocale
Asraful Hug HKishoreganj AL
president Advocate Abdul Ha-
niid presided

{ From Staff Correspondent

the Kishoreganj

Launch capsize
Search for 1es
continue

BARISAL. May 5: No more

‘body could be recovered today

from the ill-fated launch M L
"Queen of Patuakhali” that sank
in the river Paira yeslerday
morning.

Bodies might have been
carried away by current of the
river, apprehend local people.

The sareng (driver) and
employees of the launch are
still at large. the sources say.

Many people are on intense
search for their missing rela-
tives,

M L Queen of Patuakhali is
now under the police custody.
The wooden body mini launch
with faulty design having ca-
pacity of 60 to 70 passengers
always carried more than dou-
ble of its capacity between
Amtali and Patuakhali route,
local sources said.

The launch had earlier sank
once in Lohalia river where 30
passengers were drowned and
twice in Muripika river and a
river near Mirjaganj. It is
learnt that after each accident
the launch was renamed.

The TNO of Mirjaganj thana
of Patuakhali today received
four names who have been

missing.

Rome summit

= - x

By Staff Correspondent

vide food security for all 1 will
focus on the high risk of feod
crises and famine and the
need for early corrective mea
sures. he said, according 1o a
message received in Dhaka last
might.

‘Toros further said that,
although the world can pro-
duce enough food for everyone
in the developing countries
&00 million people are chroni-
cally undernourished. Among
them. 192 million children
under the age of five suffer
from acuie or chronic protein
and energy deficiencies. The
vast majority of the chronically
undernourished live in coun-
tries thalt do not grow enough
food for their populations and
cannot readily afford to fill the
gap with imports.

Al present. according Lo
FAO. 88 nations fall into the
category ol low-income food-
deficit countries. Of them. 44

to renew p(;]itical
commitment against hunger

are in Alfrica, 23 in Asia and
the Pacific. 9+«in Latin America
and 12 in Europe/Common-
wealth of Independent States.
At the same timme. bilateral and
multilateral assisiance to
developing countries' agricul-
ture is declining. Between
1980 and 1990 overall
amounts dropped from US$12
billion to $10 billion and
during this period. agri-
culture's share of total devel-
opment assistance fell from 20
to 14 per cent.

According to current esti-
mates by the year 2030 the
world's population will rise
from the present 5.5 billion o
9 billion. As the population
grows. the per capita availabil-
ity of arable land decreases,

the need to in-

linite natural resources.
See Page 12 Col 1
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.| _1000 join BNP

projects in Bangladesh

DHAKA SATURDAY, MAY 6, 1995

misleading
people: PM

More than 1.000 leaders
and workers of different polit-
ical parties ol Fulbari and
Parbatipur thanas ol Dinajpur
district formally joinetd the
BNP yesterday, reports UNB.

They: met the Prime
Minister at her Hare Road of
fice and expressed their alle-
giance to her leadership.

Prime .Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said the
Opposition believes in the poli-
tics of self-lnlerest., not the
welfare ol the people. "When
they were in power they made
Lheir fortune.”

She said the programmes
and politics of the BNFP are de-
voted to the welfare of the
people and natiapal develop-
ment. & _

The Prime Minister alleged
that the Opposition politics
were aimed at causing suffer-
ing of farmers. hampering
production and development

See Page 12 Col 7
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Manzur murder: Charge-sheet after Eid

5, 1415 HIJRI

Ershad may be made
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principal accused

By Staff Correspondent

The Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) is likely to
submit charge-sheet in the Maj

Gen Manzur murder case after -

the Eid-ul-Azha with jailed
[ormer president H M Ershad
as (he principal accused,
sources close to the investiga-
tors said. |

CID officials were now cor-
roborating their findings. the
sources said. '

Ershad was chief of army
staff when Manzur was Killed
while in custody. in Chittagong
Cantonment. following the as-
sassination of President Ziaur
Rahman in May 1981.

The sources, who requested
anonyimity, said the investiga-
tors held a meeting Thursday
with the senior officials to ap-
prise them of the progress of
the investigation.

Ershad might not be inker-
rogated belore the charge-

sheel was submitted but he
might be shown %arrested’ in
the case, bne source said.

"Il is not mandatory to in-
terrogate an accused before
submitting charge-sheel. If the
investigators gather ample evi-
dence against a person, he can
be made an accused in a case
without questioning him," he

Investigating officer Abdul

Kahar Akand, a senior ASP of
the CID. however, declined to

comment on the progress of
the case.

"They (CID officials) are in-
teresied in producing more
witnesses and evidence than
accusing more people,” the
source added. Since March the
investigators have interrogated
more than two dozen people

many of whom would be wit-

nesses in the trial.
' See Page 12 Col 7

ADB reviews projects, suggests

speedy implementation

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB} has suggested ex-
pediting the implementation
of different Bank-funded pro-
jects in energy, finanece and
industry, social infrastructure,
and transport and communica-
tion sectors.

Reviewing the status of
Bank-assisted projects in
Bangladesh as of January 31
recently. the ADB also high-
lighted the major projects
specilic implementation prob-
lems and put forward sugges-
lions to overcome those.

There are 34 ADB-funded
. The
total amount of loan for these
projects was fixed at 2082.8
million US dollars. of which
#21.8 million (39%) has been

By Krishna P Roy

disbursed so far.

(M the total. 1499.8 million
dollars is supposed to go to the
aforesaid sectors. Some 584.2
million dollars was disbursed
till January 31.

Mentioning the 189.3 mil-
lionn dollar eighth power pro-
ject. the Bank asked the gov-
ernment to expedite the re-
cruitment and fielding of con-
sultants and remaining pro-
curement activities.

As regards the 79.8 million
dollar Brahmaputra Basin Gas
Transmission and Distribution
project, the ADB suggested
settling. the arbitration be-
tween contractors without fur-

ther delay since the 'loan-clos-

ing date’ expired in December
last.

The progress ol implemen-
tation ol the 113.5 million
dollar third natural gas devel-
opment project is ‘virtually
nil’, the Bank noted and asked
the government to gear up the
process.

The ADB also asked the
Bangladesh Bank and partici-
pating financial institutions to
expedite the implementation

of small and cottage industry’

projects keeping in view the
loan-closing date — October 9
— this year.

The loan utilisation of this
30 m-dollar project in finance
and industry sector is 37

-
cent while 86 per cent of ﬁ;‘h

scheduled Lime has elapsed.
The Bank also suggested

See Page 12 Col 8

Eonn outlaws
Neo-Nazis

POTSDAM, Germany. May 5:
A neo-Nazi organisation that
slanders Jews and glorifies
Adolf Hitler was outlawed to-
day after officials deemed it
could resort to terrorism, re-
poris AP.

The group. called Direct
Action-Middle Germany. has
been holding secret meeting
and giving fascist ideological
training to youths. said officials
in eastern Germanys Bran-
denburg state.

"This association glorifies
the National Socialist regime
and has racist, anti-Semitic
and totalitarian thoughts,”
Brandenburg Interior Minister
Alwin Ziel sald in announcing
the ban.

He said the group “orients
itself against the constitution”
and that some members have
‘expressed support for the use
of terrorist means.”

Ziel did not say whether the
organisation had actually been
plotting some terrorist action.

Direct Action-Middle Ger-
many has been publishing a
pamphlet called “Attack”
whose motto is a quote from
Joseph Goebbels, Hitler's pro-
paganda minister: "Revenge
should be enjoyed.”

One edition of "Attack" said
Jews are "parasitical exploiters
of the (German) people.”

Asta's environment
bill may rise

to $70b

MANILL.A. May 5. Developing
Asia would need to spend
some 13 billion dollars a year
on improving its environment
by the year 2000. but a
stepped-up campaign could
bloat the cleanup bill to as

much as 70 billion dollars, re-

ports IPS.

These figures are found in a
study published by the Manila-
hased Asian Development Bank
(ADB). which sought to esti
mate the amounts needed if
Asia were o continue current
spending trends on environ-
mental sectors and the extra
cost if it were to aim to catch
up with industrialised coun-
tries.

ADB consuliant Paul
Weatherly, who made the
study. savs Asian nations need
o make major investments in
national environmental con-

See Page 12 Col 3

WTC in Ctg complete

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG. Mav 5: The
Chittagung Chamber of Co-
mmerce and Industry (CCC&I)
has completed all preparations

o set up a World Trade Centre

(WTC) in the port city under
private initiatives. the first of
its kind in the country,
chamber sources said.

Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia is expected to lay

the foundation stone of the
trade centre in Agrabad
Commercial Area here, Lhey

Talking to The Daily Star,
President of the CCC&Il Sarwar
Jamal Nizamn said "We are ex-
pecting that the foundation
laying will take place by the
third week of this month". A
South Korean company
Young Ones had offered
consuliancy service free of cost
to build the trade centre, he
said.

The Korean company has a
big garments factory at
Chittagong Export Processing
7one, _

Nizam said that the cham-
ber had already received al
lotment of two bighas of land
for the centre aimed at pro
moting trade and investients,

A 16-storied building will

Sec 144 1n
Fatulla

From Our Correspondent,

NARAYANGANJ, May 5
Police today imposed Section
144 at Aliganj playground and

its adjoining areas in Fatulla
here to prevent two rival
groups [rom holding rallies
there.

Local unit of Islami Pathagar
and the Samaj Kalyan Parishad
convened a religious congre-
gation at 2:30 today at the
plavground where Jamaat
leader Delwar Hossain Saidee
was scheduled to speak.

A combine of local political
parties and the Muktijoddha
Sangsad also called a rally at
the same venue same time.

Meanwhile, the Jamaat ac-
tivists tried several times (o
enter the ground but police
prevented them. Several
cocktails were exploded when
the pro-Saidee youths tried to
enter for the third time at
around 4:00 pm.

Heavy contingent of police
were deployed in the area.

l Coope

be construcied al an estimated
cost of Taka 20 crore 10 house
the cenire. The cost will be
borne by members of the
Chittagong Chamber.

When asked, Nizaimn said the
building will be constructed

- without any financial assistance

from the government.

The trade centre will have
permanent display centres and
facilities for international con-
ference and international and
local trade fairs, chamber
sources said.

Besides, the office of the
CCC&Il will be shifted there.

The plan for setting up such
a centre was taken up by the
CCC&l about four years ago in
view of the commercial impor-
tance of the city. one source
said.

Preparatiohs to set up

=

time” and said he became a
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Artered

: . .
master in city
By Staff Correspondent
A gang of four allegedly

stabbed to death a teenage
maid and also stabbed her
master at a house at Green
Road in the city yesterday
afternoon.

The maid was Identified as
Momtaz Begum, 15,

Her master, Nazrul Islam,
55, a businessman, wds seri-
ously injured and hospitalised.
Sawkat, one of the four at-
tackers, was known to Nazrul
and had a dispute with him

over loan-money, police
sources said. Nazrul allegedly
hired the three others.
Local people caught one of
the four Khairul Bashar Gogon,
25, when they were escaping
and handed him over to po-
lice. : ,
Nazrul reportedly  lent -
around Taka eight lakh  to
Sawkat, who lives in
Keraniganj. A few days ago,
Sawkat gave a cheque of Taka
three lakh to Nazrul, which
was dishonoured, a source

See Page 12 Col 3

Preston dead

WASHINGTON., May 5.
Lewis Preston, President of
the World Bank since 1991
and former Chief Executive of
J P Morgan and Co., died at his
home an Thursday evening. a
World Bank spokesman said.
He was 68, reports Reuter.

Preston had cancer and an-
nounced earlier this year that

he would retire from the
World Bank at the end of May.
"Lewis Preston provided a
quiet, firm leadership that has
transformed the bank. He
cared deeply about this insti-
tution, and we cared deeply for
him,"” acting World Bank
President Richard Frank said
in a statement released by the
bank late Thursday.
pier banker of his

formidable leader for change at
the World Bank, drawing upon
his vast banking expertise, his
knowledge of the international
arena and a compassion for
those the bank set out to help. -

"Indeed, Lewis Preston
leaves behind a much more
open, responsive and effective
institution than the one he
joined in September 1991,
Frank said.

Preston is survived by his
wife of 36 years, gladys 'patsy’
pulitzer, their four daughters,
seven grand children, and the
wife of his son Lewis Preston
Jr, who died of cancer three

years ago.
Biswas leaves
for London

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas left Dhaka last night for
London to atiend the celebra-
tions to commemorate the
Victory in Europe marking
the end of the World War 11,
reports BSS. ;

Begum Hosne Ara Biswas
and senior officials accompa-
nied him.

More than 50 heads of state

Seve Page 12 Col 6
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1.e. 6 pm to 10 pm.

pm to 10 pm.

DEP- 10850 2974
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Urgent Notice to Esteemed -
Power Consumers on .
Use of Electricity

' Attention of all power consumers & the public is drawn to
the following steps in view of ensuring smooth distribution
of electricity received from the national grid as per demands
of all classes or consumers & imnlementation of the Govt
| announced electricity load management policy.

Irrigation pumps should be kept off during peak hours

All kindsof shops & shopping centres except medicine,
kutcha bazar, wholesale market of
houses. should be kept shut after 8 pm.

—~  Allkinds of illumination shall remain prohibited except

| on the Govt announced special festival days.
—  Use of such high power consuming electrical
as iron, heater, cooker, water heater etc shallhave to be
kept as much possible limited during peak hours i.e. 6

Industrialfactories ranning on single shift shall have to
operate in day time or remaining time of the mght.

~ Unnecessary buming of lights and
other electrical implements shall haveto be discouraged.

ration of esteemed consumers/all concerned is
solicited smooth use of electricity available under the

present situation & proper implementation the electricity

I load management policy.

o

perishables & eating

appliances

operation of fans &




