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Life goes on as usual with garbage lying piled up near Bangla Bazar, very ciose to the old

headquarters of the Dhaka City Corporation

capital

Such sights are commonplace 1n this dirty

—Star photo

Nat'l edn curriculum

at final stage

By Morshed Ali Khan

The process ol recasting
national education currieunlum
15 IO
with the authorities launching
workshops Lo linalise the dralt
of the projected modifications.
sources in the National Curr-
iculum and Textbook Board
said.

In the curriculum the sys-
temm will be divided into two
sections. One is Lower Secon-
dary — comprising classes six
to eight — and the other is
Secondary and Higher Seco-
nadary. from classes nine to
twelve, the sources said,

The new curriculum is ex-
pected to be  introduced
phasewise in the schools and
colleges ol the country by next
year. 1 senior experl”@f the
Board told The Daily Star.

The expert — Saleh Matin
— said that the new curriculum
will replace the age old system
of education with one of mod-
ern international standard.

The structure has been de-
signed in such a way, claimed
an official of the Textbook
Board. that the students will
be taught to develop moral val-
ues and arrange self employ-
ment and will be imparted
knowledge in the context of
development of the country.

Senior experts of the board
pointed out that 44 subject
commiitees have been formed
to finalise the dratt of the cur-
riculum. The members of
these committees are renow-
ned experts in the field.

Once the dralt pass through

at an advanced slape®

« studlent should not only be able

"he said.

the experts scrutiny, said an
oficial, writers will he se
lecivel 1o wnite the books ac-

cording to the specilications.

Dir Towlique Khan Majles,
Assistanl programme director
ol curriculum. said teachers
will be trained to adopt the
new sysiem in their class-
roornns.

Spraking at the trst work-
shop held in the city recently
Lo finalise the curriculum for
Englishh and Bengali. Robert
Shrubsall, an expert and advi-
sor on teaching Cnglish in
Bangladeshi schools, from the
British Council. said that under
the old system, after twelve
years of studies a student was
hardly able to conununicate in
English. Bul. he added. with
the modern method. which
eniphiasises communication, a

te speak. he would also have
no problem in writing and un-
derstanding the language.

"It will give the students an
easy access to English language
for gradually moving on to se-
rious context of the subject”

Experts, however, feel that
although the néw method is
qguite scientific, but there are
impediments in training the
teachers at a national level,

A senior educationist who
requested anonymity, said the
authorities are confronted with
a huge task as regards training
the teachers who are used to
traditional method of teaching.

One murdered
in Satkhira

From Our Corréspondent

SATKHIRA. Mar 4. OQne per-
son was murdered, reportedly
by two ol his brothers, over a
land dispute at village Noapara

under Devhata thana here last.

evenrihgd, S ot
£ Fhe wictim, "Dawood AN~
Sheikh. was hacked to death

with sharp weapons, allegedly
by his brothers Neamat Ali And
Keraimat Ali.

Neamat. his wife Khodeza

o

and Keramal have been hiding-

since the kiling. A case was
registered with the Devhata
.thana in this connection.

Delhi declaration
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with a view to increasing co-
operation to deal with the me-
naces and promoting devel-
opmental activities.

The deelaration also called
for special treatment to ‘the
least developed codntries in
the matters of global and re-
gional economic interactions.

Indian Prinre Minister P V
Narasimha Rao, in his conclud-
ing remarks,
eradication was the greatest
challenge facing the seven
“countries, which have a

said poverty .

combined population of more.

than 1.2 billion people.

"Our primary focus at this
suinmit has been on poverty
eradication and economic co-
operation,” he said.

The éighth SAARC summit
opened here on Tuesday with
heads of state and government -
of all seven member nations in
attendance.

Sri Lankan President
Chandrika Kumaratunga left for
home on Wednesday, howeyer,
and did not attend the closing
ceremony or a one-day retreat
in a northern Indiam hill re-
sort.

The Sri Lankan leader cut

shert her visit jollowing the . .

upsurge in fighting on the is-
land between government

troops and Tamil separatist .

pﬁunﬂin‘ ténsions in the re-

. Wednesday.

. Humayun Kabir, 45, Salim

Leghari slams
India's missile

programme

ISLAMABAD, May 4:
Pakistani President Farooqg
Ahmed Leghari, back here to-
day from a South Asian sumunit
in New Delhi. said India's
missile programme was com-

gion. reporis AFP.

Leghari, speaking at an air-
port news conterence, said the
shori-range Prithvi missile,
which has been developed by
India. was "Pakistan-specific
and a tension multiplier.”

"Pakistan considers its se-
rial production as deploy-
ment.” Leghari said of the sur-
lace-to-surface missile, which
has a maximum range of 250
kKilometers (156 miles] and is
reportedly capable of carrying
a small nuclear warhead.

The US has opposed devel-
opment of missiles in the re-
gion and Pakistani leaders have
wargred it would touch off an
arnis raee as their country
would have to counter Indian
MOVES.

3 passports with
forged US visa

recovered
By Staff Correspondent .

Detective. police recovergds«
three Bangladeshi interna-
tional passports with forged
American visa from the eity's
Motijhee! commercial _area

Four persons were arrested
in this connection. They are -
Asaduzzaman alias' Rumi, .30,

alias Selim. 35, and Md H
Islamn. 36.

Police said an ﬂrganiaed
gang has been florging visas of
different countries of Europe
and America for guite pme
time now.

In a drive Wﬁbcual}r they
arrested Rumi -and, following
his confession, picked up the
other three who have been

guerrillas, cheating unsuspecting people.
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PM discusses
1ssues with
Adhikary,

Gayoom

NEW DELHI May 4. Prime
Minister Uegum Khaleda Zia
had o meeting with Nepalese
Prime Miuster Man Mohan
Adhikarv here todav during
which they discussed SAARC
issues. bilateral matters and
other subjects ol common in
terest. reports BSS,

The 1wo prime ministers
discussed harnessing of the
waler resources. transit facili-
ties, trade and other issues of
bilateral concern

A spokesman ol the
Bangladesh side said a high-
powered delegation f{rom

Nepal led by the deputy prime
minister and loreign minister
15 expecied 1O visit
Bangladesh shortly to discuss
the transit matiers and other
ISSLIES,

The Nepalese Prime Minis-
ler requested Begum Zia for
import ol newsprint and fer-
tiliser from Bangladesh and
the Bangladesh Prime Minister
explained to him difficulties in
vxporting the items at ihe
motnernt.

Another report adds: Bilat-
eral and other issues ol com-
1mon concerns came up for
discussions at a meeting be-
tween Begum Zia and Maldi
vian President Maurnoon Ab-
dul Gayoom here lodayv.

The two leaders discussed!
the outcome of the Eighth
SAARC Summil and the nexi
summil. which will be held i
the Maldives capital Male.

Thev also discussed areas o)
possible bilateral cooperation.

Jubo League, BCL
men clash with
police in N'gan;

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. May 4: Al
least 20 peaple were injured
in a clash with police here to-
day.

Police, at one stage, ware
forced to open fire to disperse
a mob protesting the arrest of
a Jubo League worker.

The angry activists of the
Awami League-backed Jubo
League and Chhatra League
hurled cocktails at the police
and damaged eight vehicles in
the Chashara arka.

They were protesting the
arrest of Farooq. a local Jubo
League worker. picked up by
police from the Narayvanganj
Hospital with a foreign made
pistol and four bullets in his
possession at 6 pm today.

R

Drivers at a rent-a-car cen-
ire at BB Road said, one driver
was shot by Farooqg this aller-
nooi when he relused Lo pro-
vide a microbus to a group of
youths. The injured driver,
Abdus Salam, was admitted to
the Narayanganj Hospital.
When Farooq later went there
to see the condition of Salam,
police nabbed him.

~ Following the clash at
Chashara police picked up
three other youths from there,

believed to be League activists.

The injured Iincluding
Khandaker Shah Alam, the
Narayanganj district corre-
spondent of the daily Al-
Mojadded, were treated at lo-
cal clinics.

_3 killed in roacl

mishaps
By Staff Correspondent

Three persons including a
woman were killed and two
others injured in separate rpad
accidents#in the city yesterday.

Ranu, 40, and Abdur Rab,
35, died in the spot when a
truck ‘hit their scooter in
Khilkhet area yesterday noon.

Seriously injured Monir
Hossain, 22, and Faruque, 25,
were admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

In another
Hasmat Ali,

incident, one
10, was killed

| when a truck , ran over him

near Dakshin®han Bazar at
Uttara in the afternoon.

The Baily Star

geparatmt war

From Waruna Karunatilleke

&

COLOMBO. u-,_':'nusn

Lankan Tamil r have re-
‘started the war with
a bang. introducing anti-air-

craft missiles into the 11-year-
©old conllict for the first time,
‘and throwing the military into
confusion. The rebels have
m clu-t to 150 soldiers in

the first ten days of the war
which Sri Lankan newspapers
” calling 'Eelam War 3.
- Two Brlunh made "Avro”
troop tr were blown
Tﬂh n;HIlIIcn by the rebels.
ling all 94 soldiers and
three 18 on board in
the first week of the war, gain-

ing a major psythological ad-
vantage over Lhe military

“The key advantage the
millary had in the past 11
yeurs was that it has total air
supremacy. The LTTE (the
Liberation  Tigers of Tamil
Iq-Mumi only had 150 machine

guns LUll the early 1990s. They
acquired afew" anti-aircraft
| cannon in the early 1990s but
the air force has no big prob-
lems about these. But the heat
seeking missiles are a different
slory,” a senior air force official
couceded.

Even with the limited anti-
aircraft fire power the rebels
did manage to hold off heli-
coplers from landing in the
crucial Elephant Pass army
camp in northern Sri Lanka in
their abertive attempt to over-
+tun the camp in June 1891,
The missiles attacks took the
armed forces cempletely by
su

"Although we knew that the
LTTE have been irying very
| hard to acquire anti-aircraft
missiles we had no information
that they had succeeded,” mili-
tary intelligence officials said.

- The Air Force provided
crucial suppert in the form of
air cover and close group sup-

port for the army in offensive
I operations and in defending
their camps. Air Force pro-
vided the crucial ground sup-
port and casualty evacuation
that -allowed the military to

operate in rebel contrelled ar-
I eas without having to keep a
land supply line with its
cainps. Some of the camps in
the northy are also tetally de-
pendent on air supplies. Witl

L the air lorce ol aving toal
“———-ﬂ-—-

superiagity in (e Northern
Theatre until it can come up
with counter measures for the
missiles some ol the camps are
facing major problems.

“The LTFE had to attack
camps in the night and cease
their attacks during day time
because the Air Force attack
aircraft and helicopters would
come inlo operations as soor
as there was enough light. The
Ait Force should have goue for
night capability loug Lume ago,”
former Air Force Commander
Air Viee Marshall Hasrry Gune-
tillake told the Pioneer last
week. Three days later his son,
an Air Force pillot who was
ptioting the second ill-fated
‘Avro’' was killed in the missile
aftack.

The camp that is under.
Mmmediate. threat from the
rebels is the highly cone
tentions Poormeryn army camp
in the northern mainland. The
rebe€ls overran the camp in
1994 killing more than 600
soldiers and military had to
launch a major sea and air op-
eration to recapture the camp
The removal of the camp
which would allow the rebels
unhampered access to the
mainland from their strongh-
©ld of Jafina peninsula was one
of the key demands of the
rebels during 7 months of
peace talks with the govern-
ment of President Chandrika
Bandarnalke Kumaratunga.
President Kumaratunga re-
fused to withdraw the camp
saying it had crucial military
significance. "As far as we are
concerned the camp is much
stronger that it was last year.
LTTE will not be able to over-
run the camp despite limited
air cover we can provide But
when they can do is lay a siege
on the camp and cut off air and
sea access,’ Brigadier Sarath
Munasinghe. the military spo-
kesman, said.

The military alse worried
by reports that the rebels have
also acquired ultra light air-
craft and have trained suicide
pilots. Earlier military imtelli-
gence confirmed that the Air
Force had bombed a runway
constructed by the rebels in
the Kilinochchi jungles in Lhe
north. The armv can do very
little to cowgader Konnik.ise at-

is that

tacks on their air fields and
¢ Allips

The rebels are also ex-
pected to concentrate their at-
tacks on the navy. Two naval
ships were sunk by rebel
frogmen in a suicide attack on
the Trincomalee Navy base just

hours after the rebels
nounced that they were

out of the peace process. A
similar attack on the Kankas.
anturai Navy base was averted
when alert sentries shot three
frogmen. "The LTTE is trying
o cripple the military supply
lines to their camps in the
north. They have strengthened
their sea arm and by creating
an air arm the rebels have now
become a fully fledged con-

vention army. 'I'hqf are pot a

"g;lu::rrﬂh force any more P

varam. the respected colum-
nist ‘of the Sunday Island”

ncn#: per said”
e.rebel Lactics would put

grealer pressure on the nub
tary to regain the rebel held
Jaffna peninsula. “The only way
he military can put pressure
on the LTTE now is to go for
Jaffna and push the LTTE into
the jurigles.” a retired semior

l'lﬁllil. officia} said. H
the army is at least six moni

away fromsbeing in a position
o launch such an attack. The
controversial deal with Russia
to purchase the necessary mil-
itary equipment was cancélled
by the government during the
peace talks and now teams
from the three foreces are visit-
ing Russia and China to pur-
chase the weapons. The army
have asked for at least 200
track armoured personnel car-
riers (APC) and heavy field
guns while the Navy is looking
for petrol crafts. war ships and

landjing craft. The Air _Fﬁ{c&
needs transport - aircrall an
transport helicopters. The

army says they need the abilily
to fight a fast moving war the
Jafina peninsula and the tra-:'k
APCs are crucial for mobility. "
always took the positions thal
the government should go all
the way to find a peaceful solu-
tion but must be prepared for
war if the peace talks failed.
But the government was nol
ready for war. The end result
the LTTE has a six
month lead." Air Vice Marshall
Gunetilliike said.

il

Awami  League leader
yesterday. '

Sheikh Huasina addressing a

. From Page 1
the prnbhm i

Asked” when he wﬂl visit
Bangladesh as the chairman of
"SAARC, Rao said he had al-
ready told Begum Zia of his
intention to be in Blrlﬁlndclh

at this stage when the visit
‘would take place. '

he remained mnntl}r confined
within the Sun.p.rulnn Hotel
and at the meeting venue. "I
‘woulld like to visit other !
of this beautiful coun

' Rao said with a smile that'g 5)
on his last trip to Bangladesh udrlin umaratunga

Rao on water issue

ident could return home with-
out seeing the Tdj Mahal. "He
should come back here infor-
mally and that should be the
kind of relationship,” Rao said.
However, replying to Pakistani
newsmen's questions when the

_but added that he could not say = Kashmir issue would be re-

solved, Rao ignored the issue.
Rao told & questioner that
lkan President Chan-

had to rush
back home because of domes-
tie rl.'quir:mmts and Jadded

‘that the Dhaka Summit had to

be once postponed because of
his own domestic preoccupa-
tion. '

He said dcv:ln;nilﬁitﬂ in Sri

Lanka, where weapons. like
surface-to-air missiles were

going inte nen-governmental

. hands, caused concern in the

region and the issue was dis-
cussed among SAARC leaders

in their "retreat" in Shimla
yesterday.
~ “'Bdrlier, in his opening

ltttﬂriént ihe Indian Prime
Minister said that SAARC
summits were “important and
useful” as they helped sharpen
the focus on regional coopera-
tion and provided an opportu-
nity to review and assess the
progress as well as to chalk out
programmeg for cooperation in
the future. : '

"Rao

From Page |
be amended 10 allow members
to raise bilateral issues,

Rao said the SAARC mem-
bers were of Lhe view that
certain issues, mainly eco-
nomic and cammereial which
gould not be solved bilaterally,
could be taken up at the muiti-
lateral level.

|

public meeting in Mohanganj-

— Al photo
Hasina
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Minister's ' current trip to New
Delhi. the Awami' League chief
asked il she had raised the
Farakka issue during her en-
counters with the Indian
prime minister.

During her hectic tour to-
day, the Awami League chief
addressed a series of public
meetings at Nandina in
Jamalpur., Fulpur ;a
Tarakanda in Mymensingh |
Barhatta in Netrakona. She also
addressed two wa meet-
ings -— at Challisha and at
Bangla in the area. '

Farakka: Indian

stance criticised
By Staff Cm'reamndcm

. Workers' Party general sec-
retary Rashed Khan Menon,
MP. has expressed his disap-
pointment over Indian Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao's
vague assarances regarding a
solution of the Farakka prob-
lem and said the whele nation
should be united on this issue
of life and death.

Menon was addressing a
public rally at Ranishonkoil
after leading the first leg of his
pariy's foot-march programme
yvesterday. He led the 20-mile
march from Thakurgaon to
Ranishankoil, says a party
press release.

Addressing the rally at the
Ranishankoil school ground,
the Workers' Party leader sald
thrat the Farakka problem
enuld not be hidden under
such diplomafic language thai
the prime ministers of India
and Bangladesh had talks in a
cordial atmosphere’

| at the

| hygie

| lieu of May 1.
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Lankan Tigers return to

FAKRAL

Croatia. May 4: Furious artillery and small arms

battles erupted today #n a pocket of central Croatia, retained
by rebel Serbs after a lightning advance by government troops

over UN truce lines earlier in the week. Die-hard

Krajina Serb

umils refusing to surrender after much. of the separatist west-
ern Slavonia region was recaptured by gevernment tr
shelled the town of Pakrac on the edge of the pocket. un-
leashing heavy fighting witnesses said. reports Reuter.

150 massacred in Freetown

FREETOWN, May 4. Sierra Leone's Revolutionary United
Frunt rebels massacred about 150 people in an attack on the

diamond centre of Koidu, state television reported.

"RUF

rebels in Lhe early hours of the 29th of April attacked Koidu

town and massacred about |50 people’

the television said in

a lilmed report on Wednesday night. Witnesses fleeing to the
capital Freetewn put the number of dead much higher, re-

ports Heuler

The Securities and Exch-
ange Commission (SEC) will
s00n announce guidelines for
allowing "green field is"
lo raise capital from the
market, SEC sources said in
Dhaka vesterday. reports BSS

They said the final drafi of
the guidelines, which had been
prepared by the SEC and copy
of which had been sent to dif-
ferent related bodies for their
opinion. was expected to be
approved by the SEC authori-
ties in the next few days.

Sources said the arrange-
ment would certainly create
great enthusiasm among the
small entrepreneurs to go lor
bigger projects by raising fund
irom the country's stock mar-
ket against a green field com-
pany, that is, a project which
| has not yet gone mto produc-
tion but has acquired land for
the purpose.

The process will be much
more viable and easier than
getting bank loan for the im-
plementation of a new project.
they said.

However, they said in the
draft guidelines it has been
strongly recommended that a
good track record of the en-
irepreneur should be a pre-
requisite for allowing a green
field company to raise funds.

Officials said that it had also
been suggested in the guide-

| SEC draft on ‘green
field’ projects ready

in phases. only the entire paid
uUp capital

The arrangement will cer-
tainly encourage more owners
ol private companies to go in a
bigger way and join the coun-
try's capital market and in-

crease its depth.” one official
[aidd
He said the SEC did not

have any green field project
right now under its considera-
tion but lots of queries are
coming in from enthusiastic
entrepfeneurs on the draft
guidelines.

The official said "We are
very hopeful that the guide-
lines would make a very good
impact on the overall market
situation of the country.”

4 hurt in scuffle
From Page |
the Al-Aqsa Mosgue complex, a
police spokesman said civilians
were "usually” barred from car-
rying weapons there and in any
evenlt the group in question

was al the sile against regula-
tions.

The area is open to the
publie but police bleck the en-
lrance to Jewish. prayer groups
for fear they might provoke
anti-israeli demonstrations at
the shrine.

It was the third time #n just
over a month that the same
Jewish group had tried to push

tender for RayerBazar markel
last moment consider-
ing the (rallic-jam there, said
l3ijon Kanti Sarker, Senior
Estate Officer of the DCC.

The sacrificlal animals.
which are being brought to
the eapital from different parts
ol the country, will be on sale
in the markets from May 8 1o
11. the Eid day. The markets
will be at Hosainy Ddlan Road,
l3anani ground. Dhopkhola.
Dolaikhal, Late Delwar Hossain
ground (Lalbagh Smashan
(ihat)e Karwan Bazar, Postogola
cremation cenire [(near Alam
Market}, Azampur Primary
School ground, Golapbagh
sround. Bangladesh Bank
Colony ground. Kamalapur-
Mugdha ground. Dayaganj
truck terminal, Nayabazar,
Mohammadpur Shaheed Park,
Rahmatganj sports ground.
Dhanmondi sports ground and
Hazaribagh ground.

Besides,
will be on sale at Gabtali,
~which is a permanent cattle
market and leased at Taka
5.29 crore in July 1994 for
one year.

The DCC has fixed this
year's Hashil (some sort of
toll) at four and half per cent
of the buying price of animals.
The lessees will collect their
Hashils from the buyers and

share a certain portion of the
. money with the' DCC to keep
| the ‘market elean.

The Conservancy Depart-
ment of the DGC would take
necessary sleps to ensure
nic environment in the
sacrificial animal us-
ing its own fund and the
money collected from the
lessees, said a DCC official.

Biswas leaves

From Page 1

lace.

The VE Day on May 8, in
has been de-
clared a public holiday in
England, Wales and Northern
Ireland.

Preparations are afoot
there to celebrate Victory in
Japan (VJ) on August 19-20.
World War 1] finally came to a
close on August 20,1945 fal-
lowing the surrender of the
Japanese forces in eastern

front.
During the visit. President

Biswas will be accompanied by
his wife and Secretary Ataul

Haq.
In London. the Bangladesh
President is expected to ex

| change views with other heads

of state atiending the celebra-
tions,

He will return home on May
14 ending his 10-day official
visit to the United Kingdom

sacrificial animals

lines that the green field pro-  into the area. site of the
ject should be allowed to raise, DBiblical Jewish temple;
——— s —
Cattle markets  Fresh programme
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autborites have the Khan. - Akhicrul. Alam, Prol

Fariul Haq, Fayezuddin Mia,
Hq.lhll.ll.u Rihwan and Abdus
Salafh. -

UNB adds: TheJatiya Party
will anmounce a fresh action
programmme afler the Eid to
force the government Le con-

cede (o s demand for-a neu-
tral caretaker government.

“The next election will have
to be held under a caretaker
administration and opposition
parties are determined to re-
alise the demand.” JP leader
Moudud Ahmed said yestér-
day.

He was addressing a press
conference capping the party's
three-week agitation pro-
grammes, observed simultane-
ously with the other main-

streain opposition parties.

Moudud said the new cam-
paign will be synchronised
with the programmes of the
Awami League and Jamaat-e-
Islami. But JP will meanwhile
continue to hold rallies, pro-
cessions and demonstrations

until the new programmes are
announced.

The press conference, held
at the residence of acting JP
chairman Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury. was attended by
the party secretary general
Anwar Hossairf Manju, Col
(Rtd] Abdul Malek and Col

- (Rtd) Zafar Imam and other

leaders.

DU Senate polls
“From Page 1

Dr AAMS Arelin Siddigque,
Chairman of the Department ol
Mass Communication and
Journalism of the university,
secured the highest number of
votes. 2172.

Prof Abdul Mannan Chow-
dhury and Ramendu Majuwmder
secured second and third
positions respectively., bagging
2007 and 1992 votes,

The others elected are:
Ismat Kadir Gama, Afroza
Nahar, Khaleda Habib. Profl
Akhtaruzzaman, A T M Nurur
Rahman Khan, Khan-
om, Abdus Salam Talakder, Dr
Md Enamul Hug, Md Ohidu-
zzaman. Azizul lslam Bhuiyan,
Shamsuzzaman Khan, Md
Enamul Huq, Habibur Rahman
Khan. Dr Md Harun-Ur-Rashid,
Manzurul Islam, Shahjalal Ma
jumder, Wazaer Faruque, Nilu-
far Begum, Kazi Akramuddin
Ahmed. Syed Ahmed, Sved
Mudasser Ali and Syed Resaur
Rahman

The elections were held in
two phases — outside Dhaka on
Sunday and in Dhaka on
Wednesday

As many as 3481 voters oul
ol some 5400 cast their voles
in Dhaka at theTSC of the uni-
versily



