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Dhaka Day by Day
How Dutiful !

by LLamis Hossain

Fhe sign above his head read "Duly Officer the burglary victim
e man N gquestion was clad in blue sur Officer replaced the hand set

ounded bv the pistachio green walls of a po getl this done with.” wh
lice station somewhere in Dhaka. Rubber The Duty Officer nodded indifferently. y

staulp stains covered the cheap plastic sheet (0Nt you give us a wfitten application, Sir?" he
ot the table in front of him. Three phones, vountered _

moss greens. vellow and brown sat next to each 'he bureaucrat began jotting his experience
sther The duty officer promptly picked one of {own in earnest, carefully selecting his words
them up as it rang He muttered a few urgent  and sprinkling choice phrases here and there.
soundmg orders, and then stared into space. He handed the finished masterpiece for the

ventured as the Duty
"I would like to

One might have mistaken him for the  policeman to read.
Officer in Charge were it not for the absence ol The _.U“t-‘" I'Dfﬁ“r qutﬂf]y pored over the
an authoritative pot belly He was a man most story. "l don't believe it.," he stated simply

while staring pointedly at the civil servant's
driver. "You see, nothing of this sort has hap-
penied in that area before.” the Duty Officer
explained rather condescendingly. "There have
been no such crimes reported there, and |
don't think someone would risk breaking into

a car near all those shops,” the doubting
Thomas concluded, his gaze still fixed on the
driver.

‘Do you think anyone would report the
crime if it happened? If 1 came here with the
same complaint, would you even listen to me?”
the driver burst out with indignation, sensing,
that he was about to be made the scapegoat.
‘Do you think ordinary people would even

Dhakalies would have to meet at some point of
Lheir existence

The Duty Oftficer looked up as a well
dressed gentleman strode up to his desk.

"I am a government officer,” the genltle-
man announced as he walked towards the man
in blue, "My brief case has been stolen.’

"Indeed”, the Duty Officer remarked with-
oul teigning interest, "How interesting .
Surely, he thought. they both had better things
to do. Did this genileman actually think the
police could retrieve his stolen itemns?

But having heard the words "government’
coupled with the word “officer”. the policernan
decided not to take a risk.

"Hmm ...~ he said hoping to sound helpful bother coming to you? You are only prrtrndmg
this time. to show interest because "Sir” is here.”
"Well. my b]‘]f‘t{‘dEE was left in the passenger 'l told you the incident has happened. so it

has happened.” the government officer told
the Duty Officer in a less amiable mood. "Send
someone to the place of the occurrence. You

just tell me what you can do.”
Having stated his case. there was nothing

more the bureaucrat could do. The entire ex-
ercise seemed strangely futile. The Duty
Officer didn't ask to check the car's broken
lock, or ask for the colour of-the briefcase, the
contents, and the value of the items lost. How
could the police possibly attemnpl a serious
search without these details?

The bureaucrat despite his respectable so-
cial standing could not stir the men in blue to
action. What chance did anyone else have? The
crime victim walked dejectedly back to his car.
Somewhere in Dhaka another petty thief was
sporting his Porsche sunglasses and trying to
flog off a "digital diary”. His income tax papers
were probably recycled as egg packaging and
God only knew where his daughter's sari-clad
Pahela Baishak photos were...

"We are getting on the case immediately,”
the Duty Officer called out, "Please phone us
toinorrow”,

Someliow the words rang hollow.,

PLEASE 51T DOWN/
1'M EAGER TO :-fﬁ";r

seal of my car." the bureaucrat began without
further encouragement, "I had sent my driver
to run an errand for me. Well. the foolish chap
left the case in full view on the front seat when
he came back 15 minutes later, the case was
gone, ..’

He was interrupted by the moss green
phone The Duty Officer soon became en-
grossed in another conversation and com-
pletely forgot the case of the stolen briefcase.

Others present in the room began their own
interrogation. "Sir. where exactly did this hap-
pen?” and "Did anyone see the thief?”. "What a
shame”. "How careless,” and so on. These
strangers certainly showed more concern than
lhe Duty Officer himself,

Strange screams pierced through the pista-
chio walls. The bureaucrat looked alatrmed for a
second until someone explalnf:d that a pagol
lmmad] was being held at the thana.

The civil servant glanced at the wall behind-
him. A large sheet behind a glass frame was
covered with black and white passport size
imugshots. accompanied by different lreadings,
"Pickpockels, burglars...’

‘Would you like to record my statement}?”

Golden Opportunity! Golden Opportunity!! Golden Opportunity!!!
GOOD QUALITY

KITCHEN PAPER TOWEL HOLDER

is now available
in the MARKET

with the use of TISSUE in Bangladesh.
) Retail Price Tk. 25/- each
In addition if you buy 2 (two) KITCHEN PAPER TOWEL
one attractive HOLDER will be given free.

TOUCH GROUP

impesial Exchonge Building (1351 Flaor),
143/A, New Baily Rood, Dhako 1000 Tel - 417424 Fou - B8 02 8247135
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Campaign against |
Farakka in Canada |

By Staff Correspondent

A Bangladesh-born Cana-
dian geologist has launched a
campaign in Canada against the
unilatéral withdrawal of Ganges
waters by India, according to a
newspaper.

The Calgary Sun, a newspa-
per based in Calgary, Alberta,
Canada in a recent report said,
M A Hagque hoped to collect
20.000 signatures on a peti-
tion to the United Nations
(UN) against the adverse im-
pact ol Farukka barrage.

Haque, 51. a geologist, who
has been living in Calgary for
25 years. said the dam's effects
in Bangladesh during drv sea-
son was "horrifying’.

We Thank You

A large number of well-wishers, friends and
relatives found time to console and sympathise with

— Star photo

RU Ist year admission test

56,314 applications for

3,105 seats

RAJSHAHI, May 4:-A total of
56,314 admission seekers
have applied for 3,105 seats in
first year honours courses in
six faculties of Rajshahi Uni-
versity this year, reports UNB.

Official sources said, they
will be appearing in the
admission test for the 1993-94
academic session.

On an average, 19 students
have applied for one seat. The
total figure marks an increase
of 28,013 students over the
last year's 32,103 admission
seekers.

Of the total, 6,534 students
have applied lor 150 seats in
the Law Faculty. that is, 34.43
students for one seat.

In the Arts Faculty, 12,320
students 8.926 from
humanities and 3.394 from
science group — applied for
915 seats while 15,525
students for 630 seats in
Social Sciences Faculty.

—

The numbers of applicants
in three other faculties are —
9.210 students for 560 seats
in Science Faculty, 6,335
students for 350 seats in Life
and- Earth Faculty, and 6,399
students for 500 seats in
Commnerce Faculty.

Call to make
child survey

d-SUCCESS
By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Shishu
Adhikar Forum (BSAF), a nel-
work of 60 NGOs working for
child rights in the country, in
a statement yesterday,called
for making the 'child survey’
undertaken by the government
a Success.

BSAF urged children organ-
isations, NGOs and all people
0 cooperate those engaged in
the survey.

" Thundershower hkely

Rain or thundershower accompanied by temporary gusty
or squally wind is likely over the regions of Mymensingh,
Tangail. Dhaka, Pabna and Sylhet during the next 12 hours till
6:00 pm today. reports UNB.

According

to Met Office,
elsewhere across the country.

weather may remain dry

No appreciable change in day temperature is likely over

the country.

Country s highest temperature 41.1 degrees Celsius was

recorded at
Faridpur.

Rajshahi and the lowest 23.0 degrees at

The sun sets today at 6:29 pm and rises tomorrow at 5:21

The maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City /Town Temperature Humidity In
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 37.6 25.5 73 54
Chittagong 33.8 27.8 72 72
Rajshahi 4].1 26.0 66 34
Khulna 37.0 26.6 86 o6
Barisal 36.1 26.8 83 80
Sylhet 34.1 23.6 68 68
Cox's Bazar 34 .6 69 72

28.0

D - 466

Uu Soy bean in pmparaﬂon of
commercial snacks

Use Soy bean commercially

to make

the food protein-rich and profitable

Soybean

For seasoning :

and strain it.

the moisture.

Deep fry in shortening on medium heat until

crispy.
L 4
well.

Black Pepper powder
Roasted cumin seedpowder
Tartaric acid (powdered)
Black salt (powdered)

Red Chillies (powdered)

Soak the soybeans in fresh water for 5 hours

Boil soaked soybeans for 20 minutes (they
should not become tender at all).

Strain again and spread on a cloth to drain off

Season with powdered spices and mix up

Nutritive Value - PROTEIN- and
ENERGY-rich low cost CHANACHUR.

| BDRCS lottery_

| Nazrul Islam, a rickshawpuller

us and many others sent messages at the sad demise
of our very dear soul, Syed Mozammel Huq of
Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha (BSS). At this hour of
grief, it is not possible to'respond to all individually.
Our heartfelt gratitude to all of them, and our
apologies for this inability.

Bereaved wife, sons, brothers and sister

Dhaka College Ex-Students Reunion
The “Dhaka College Ex-Students Reunion QObservance Commitiee’ is

contemplating to organize and observe a reunion of the former students of the

College. With this view in mind, the Committee is requesting the former students of

the college 1o provide the following information personally/by post to the confact

persons specified below at their earliést convenience.,

a. Name 2. Session 3. Degree obtained 4. Subject 5. Occupation 6. Business

prizes distributed

The prizes of the 10th lot-
terv of the Bangladesh Red
Crescent Society (BDRCS)
were distributed yesterday at a
ceremony held at the head-

quarters of the society. reports
BSS.

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Chowdhury Kamal Ibn
Yusul handed over the prizes.

The first prize was won by

ol Kachua under Chandpur dis-
irict, the second prize by
Harun-al-Mamun, a student of

Gazipur under Gazipur district. address (with Phone/Fax) 7. Hoime address (with Phone) 8. Mailing address (with
Abdul Jalil, a government offi- Phone/Fax).
cial of Shyamali. Dhaka won 1 Nasim Mahmud 2  Helaluddin Ahmed
the third prize. Member-Secretary , First Secretary (Customs)
Dhaka College Ex-Students National Board of Revenue

i Reunion Observance Commitiee Segunbagicha, Dhaka.
Woi kbh()p Oon House No. 49, Road No. 1 Phone: 835872 (Off)
Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1205 401377 (Res)

blindness
By Staff Correspondent

A workshop-cum seminar

Phone: B62504 (Res) .

3 Syed Salauddin Zaki 4,
Director (Production)
BFDC, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1208

Dr (Capt) Mashoodur Rahman
Chief Medical Officer

BCIC, Dhaka :
Phone: 505168, 508172, 508275

on cataract and blindness was Phone ; 325320 (Off)
held at Islamiya Eye Hospital 327627, 325364 (Res)
auditorium in the city recently Ataul
under the aegis of Globex Mar- cmym
keting Company of Bangladesh Dhaka College Ex-Students
and Elcon International of H&mm Committee
LSA. '
Australian eye specialist
Adrien Coke conducted the
workshop.

Business Manager i |

Berger Paints Bangladesh Lﬁi‘li%Eﬁ is looking for a Business Manager
who should have a creative flair and strengths in innovation with
strong leadership qualities.

He should be above 30 years of age having an MBA with a Scierice
background or a Chemical Engineer with a Management background
and should possess at least 5 years experience in Marketing and Sales,
preferably in consumer goods/consumer durables.

Any one who meets with the above requirements may apply in
confidence to P.O. Box 353, 43/3 Chatteswari Road, Chittagong-4000
with a recent passport size photograph by 15th May, 1995. D-463

“Basuli - The state of the art space creators for homes and offices
is looking for dynamic professionals (male or female) to join &
lead its construction team comprising the following positions:

]
EMPLOYMENT |
|
|
|
1. General Manager ( Marketing) | ‘l
2. Manager Marketing \
3. Marketing Officer
4. Project Manager ( Engineers ) - Only Male ‘f
5. Receptionist - Only Female |
6. Secretary - Only Female l
7. Legal / Contract / Law Officer
We need only experienced professionals in the respective fields.
Recently retired executives ( only with outstanding achievements )
can be considered as consultants.
FOREIGN NATIONALS are also welcome to apply for any suitable
position.
Please write in confidence clearly specifying your field of specializa-
tion, a brief description of your achievements, present & expected
remuneration to :

BASHASTHAN UNNAYAN LTD.

A Singapore-Bangladesh Joint Venture Project.
Fully managed and run by expatriates with local partners. |
House # 54, Road # 10, Block 'E', Banani, Dhaka |
Tel: 889575, 870362 |




