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PM back home

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia returned home
last night fromm New Delhi after
attending the three-day eighth
summit of the South Asian
Association for Regional Co-
operation (SAARC) in the
Indian capital. Foreign Minis-
ter A S M Mostafizur Rahman.
Begum Anwara Habib MP
Pgincipal Secretary to the
Prime Minister A N M Eusuf
Foreign Secretary Farooq Sob-
han and some other senior
officials accompanied the Pri-
me Minister Cabinet minister,
senior civil and military offi-

cials and dean of diplomatic
corps received the Prime
Minister atL the Zia Interna-

lional Airport, reports BSS.

755 more Rohingyas
From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR May 4: After a
break of seven days. some 755
Rohingya refugees of 137 fami-
lies today crossed the Naal
river and returned to their
homeland Myanmar raising
the total to 1.91 768 so far.
Some 69 400 Rohingyas in
nine camps under Cox's Bazar
district are awaiting repatria-
tion. The repatriation process

has become slow as the
Myanmar authorities refused to
give clearance (o 42.000

Rohingyas. a source concerned
pointed out.

5 absconders held

CHITTAGONG, May 4: A
special Leam of Doublemooring
police arrested five absconding
accused from a hide-out ai
Debarpar near Lalkhan Bazar
here last night The arrested
persons were wanted in 32
crimiinal cases. They were also
served 24 warrants of affrest
during the last five years. The
arrested persons are — Cheto
Bakkar Mota Bakkar. Ali Azam

Akbar and Kamrul, reports
BSS.
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Rao plays coy on water issue

Indian Prmm Mitister P V Narasimha Rau {R} Ehakes hands w1th Pakistanml’mmdent Farnuq
Ahmed Leghari. Bangladesh Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia and Maldives President
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom seen standing by during the closing session of the SAARC summit -

in New Delhi yesterday.

NEW DELHI. May 4: A
three-day summit of- South
Asian leaders ended here today
with a call for greater  eco-
nomic cooperation among the
severnt nations which account
lor, one-filth of the world's
‘population. repert AFP. BSS.

The members of the South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation {SAARC]). in a joint
declaration. condemned Ler-
rorismi and called for an inter-
national convention eliminat-
ing nuclear weapons and pro-
hibiling their use.

The leaders ol Bangladesh,
Bhutan. India. the Maldives,
Nepal. Pakistan and Sri Lanka
also urged developed nations
tr refrain from erecting trade

cial or environmental issues.
The leaders in the "Delhi

ﬂcﬂarﬂim{l” outlined the fu-
ture plan v pan the much-
talked .bwmint =outh Asian

PProefteraintial Trading

barriers (through the use of so-

Arrangement (SAPTA) in oper-

- ation by Lhe end ol this vear.

The heads ol state or gov-
ernment noted with satisfac-
tion the progress made on the
SAPTA following the decision
on the issue taken in the sev-
enth summit in Dhaka in April,

1993 and directed that all

necessary steps including the
ratilication by member states
be completed by the end of
this vear.

The Delhi declaration also
noted with satisfaction the

progress made by the SAARC

during its nearly a decade of
existence and gave a future
course ol action o further
strengthen the cooperation
among the member countries.

Theé leaders endorsed the™

proposal of the Council of
Ministers to convene a com-
memorative session marking
the first decade of the SAARC

oti the theme "SAARC-Vision eof-

the Second Dec.ade 10 identify

- —AFP photo

Delhi declaration adopted

_the areas on which the SAARC

should locus in its second

decade,

The declaration contained

the resolve ol the leaders to
address such issues like the
eradication of poverty in South
Asia. women in development,

integrated programme of ac-

tion. promotional activities for

.the children. youth and dis-
~ abled,

shelter, litefacy and
environment and outlined
SAARC activities In these areas.

The declaration highlighted
the problem of poverty in the
region and reiterated the lead-
ers commitment to eradicating
this curse in the Seuth Asia
preferably by the year 2002.

It also touched upon prob-
lems like terrofism. drug traf-
ficking. South Asian develop-
ment fund. people-to-people
contact. and science and tech-
nology, and reiterated SAARC
positions on these matters

See Page 12 Col 1

i dhy

NEW DELHI, May 4: Indian
Priine Mimister P V Narasimha

- Rau said today that a solulion
‘to the complex issue of the
~sharing of water between his

country and Bangladesh would
hopefully be found in the near
future, reports BSS.

Replying Lo questions at the
post-summit press conference
as the nmew Chairperson of
SAARC. he said the Issue was
discussed alL the bilateral
meeting with Bangladeshi
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia here yesterday evening and
added that details of the mat-
ter would be discussed at
other levels.

Rao. however, denied that
lailure to reach an agreement
on the issue amounts to denial
by India of human rights to
Bangladeshis and observed that

- both countries had their share

of the blame. jn the present si-

tuation. He said it would not be

proper to blame India for the

situation since "availahility” of

water 'ts‘nlsu_ linked with the
matter. .
Rao said, [ul]nwing discus-

“sions with ‘the Bangladesh

Prime Ministéer the efforts

wuuld inegease for a solution of

“See Page 12 Col 4

Rao rejects Pak
plea to discuss
bilateral issues

NEW DELI May 4: ladia
today rejccted Pakistan's de-
mand for raisimg bilaterak is-
sues in the SAARC forum. say-
ing Ye "lime was notsripe lor
it" and there was no agree-
mient among members for
changes in the SAARC charter,

reports PTL

- Addressing a press comfer-
¢nce at the end of Lhe three-

here. Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao asserted that
loreing the issue will not
work” and any change in the
charter, which precludes rais-
ing of bilateral isswes. would
have to evolye over a peripd of
I_IIIE‘ s Ly

Pakistan President Farooq
Leghari. on-the opening day of
the summit had, without men-
tioning Kashmir. demanded
that Lhe SAARC charter should

Sce Page 12 Col 5
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Opposition’s fresh

action programme

hikely after Eid

By Staff Correspondent

The major opposition par-
lies observed a 'Protest Day’
throughout the country yester-
day ending their latest phase

“of agitation programmes for a

neutral caretaker administra-
tion for holding the next gen-

eral elections.

The parties — the Awami
League, Jaliva Party and
Jamaat-e-lslamj — however,

announced no fresh course of
action on the day.
The three opposition par-

ties, since their MPs resigned

on December 28. had been
carrving out agitation pro-
grammes. announced gradu-
ally. :
The parties would. go -for
another phase of anti-govern-
ment agitations = after the

forthcoming Eid-ul-Azha,.

Opposition sources said.

Iin observance wof the
'Protest Day' the three parties
ield separate public meetings

aml brought vul protessions in -

¢lilferent parts of the country.

. In the o lplldl ihe AL Bm:]
the Jamaal organised public
rallies, followed by proces-
sions, and the JP held a press
conference on the c*urrent Pok
litical'situation, .

Speakers at: the. AL rally,
held “at fhe Bangabandhu

Avenue jin the afterndon, geit-

erated the demands for im-
mediate resignation of the BNP
government. dissolution of
Parliament and holding of an
early election under a care-
taker administration. |
They blamed the Prime
Minister for her 'faflures’ to
realise Bangladesh's due shares

of the Ganges waters from,

‘India and nayrow down the
country's trade deﬂmt with
her.
Chaired
president uddin - Ahmed;
the rally was &ddress&d by
Abdul Mannan, Siddigur Roul
Khan, Nurul Fazal Bulbul,
Mukul Bose, Monir Hessain
See Page 12 Col B

Hasina for restorin g-
upaz;la system

NETRAKONA. ;| May
Sheikd: Husina today
voted 1o power.

League will introducé a local
government system o beé run
by the clected representatives
lor the wellare of the common
people. reporis UNB. b2

‘We will try to feach the

services Lo the doorstep of the
deprived people.,” she told a
public meeting in Mohanganij
on the second day of her
three-cay organisational tour
in greater Mymensingh dis-
trict.

The Awami L:lgut‘: presi-
dent said that the Oppositlon
had sugdésted @Britinuation of
the upazila system by removing
corruptlion which plagued the
sysienl.
iutun tl the suggestion.”

hing the ruling party cor-

1.E.;bl and neihwient, Hasina

‘But the tuling BNP

‘renewed her allegation that

1{ the pebple in .puwer had ' cre-q»
the AR - ated the fertiliser and food’

_crises to amass forfuine.
Hasina demanded disseolu-
tion of Parliament and elec-
tions under a caretaker g,mr
ernment. “This e

_must resign 90 d:.zgrs ahead llf

"the next general elections and

hand over power to & neutral,
caretaker administration.” she
H&iﬂ_. o :a }'._ . :
The opposition leader also
demanded autonomy for radio
and television or separale
channels for the opposition
, Parties to erisure neutrality ol

“the st owned “etectrofie™™

media
"Awami League will allow

| ‘autenomy of the media if voted

to power,” she pledged.
. Referring %o  the * Prime
See Page 12 Col 6
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Finance Monster M Saifur
Kahmin vesierday urged Lhe
douors 1o coinmwerce the re-
plemsluncent proeess of the
Asian Development Fund-VII
(ADF) with immediate effect,
reports UNB.

The minister made the plea
while addressing the 28th an-
nual meeting of the Board ol
Governors of the Asian
Development Bank. according
lo a message received in the
city.

The poorest countries of
the region like Bangladesh
largely depend on resources of
the ADF. the concessional
window of the ADB, for financ-
ing their developmen{ pro-
Erathunes .

Saifur pointed out that
while some nations in the re-
gion have atiained accelerated
CCoOnomic : coun-
tries suffer from pervasive
poverty as Lhe région is home
of (wo-thirds of the weorld's
OO

He observed that direct for-
eign investment remained
confined 1o only a few
countrirs of the region and

flow ol privatc capital w the
poorest lations was negligible.
The need lor overseas de-
velopment assistance (ODA)
and concessional assistance
will rergain important as there
has not been any increase in
direct foreign invgstments to
poor countries. he said.
Referring to economic re-
[orms of various developing
countries. Saifur gave a brief
account ol Bangladesh's
widespread liberalisation in fi-

See also Page 6

nancial. fiscal. trade exchange
rate and other areas ol Lhe
economy. -

The finance minister also
explained the benefits the
country has been reaping from

such relorms. creating a
favourable macro-economic
ENvironmend .

In this regard, he referred
to macro-economic stability,
reduction of budget and cur-
rent account deficits, a low in-
Hatdon rate. mcreasing domes-
tic resources and the foreign
exchange reserve

Saifur urges donors to begin
|ADF’s replenishment process

He said the private sector
has responded well Lo the
favourable environinent as re-
Nected by higher imports of
capital goods and a 39 per
cent rise in export during the
first six months of the current

fiscal.
About poverty reduction
programmes. (he finance min-

ister emph.audcaily said that
poverly reduction must be the
fundamweinal objectives of all

development activities in the

developing nations.

“Povérty anywhere is a
threat (o prosperity every-
where.” Saifur said while
quoting from the human de-
velopment reports of 1993,

Referring to the poverty al-
leviation programmes In
Bangladesh, he mentioned dif-
ferent targeted poverty sche-
mes and the country’s thrust
on social sector development.

He stated that development
expenditures in the education,
health, family planning. social
wellare, women and children
sectors increased fivefold from
1989-90 1o 1994-95.

Israeli puhuemen arrest Jewmh far- nght nationalists who tried to force their way inte the A]
Agsa mosque compound in Jerusalem as [srael celebrated its 47th Independence Day

yesterday

—AFP photo

Storms hit Pabna,
Rajbari: 3 die

Three people were killed
and 55 others injured when
tropical storms swept over
three thanas in Rajbari and
Pabna districts Wednesday, re-
ports UNB.

In Rajbari, two people were
killed and filve injured in a
nor'wester that swept over
nine villages of Sultanpur
union of Sadar thana in the
evening, witnesses said.

The dead were identified as
Jalaluddin Mollah, 60, of Lak-
shmandia village and Narayan
Halder, 26, of Char Shamnagar
village.

The storm damaged 1500
thatched houses in the villages
0l Dharmashi. Kaijuri, Hajra-
khali, Jaldia, Baniari, Laksh-
mandia, Saikhathi, Roynagar
and Char

In Pabna, an uld man was
killed and 50 people were in-
jured when a severe tropical
storm lashed over Bera and
Sujanagar thanas of the district
at night.

Witnesses said Javed Mia,
65, was killed when a tree fell
on him during the storm at
Kamarpur village in Sujanagar
thana.

Of the injured. 17 were
admitted 1o Bera and Sujanagar
thana bealth complexes.

ScA inside
-Agsa
complex: 4 hurt

JERUSALEM, Mav 4. Right
wiig Jews burst into the Al-
Agsa Mosque complex today
sparking a scuffle in which
three Israeli police officers
and a Palestinian guard were
hurt, a police spokesman said.
reports Reuter.

The Jews. who intended to
pray at the site also known as
the Temple Mount in Jeru
salem's old city. were even-

tually pushed out. Police
detained 12 Israelis, the
spokesman said.

Sheikh Abdel-Azimm Salhab,
an official of the Wagqf (Islamic
irust), told Reuters some of
the Jews were armed. Police
confirmed the report.

A Jewish settler shot dead
29 Arab worshippers at a
imosqgue in February last year in
the West Bank town of Hebron
Civilians are now barred from

carrying weapons intoe the
Hebron mosque. |
Asked about regulations at

See Page 12 Col 8
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With Eid-ul-Azha barely a week away, makeshift cattle
markets have started cropping up all over city. This picture

was= taken at Kamalapur vesterday.

Cattle markets

preparing for
Eid sales

By Reaz Ahmad

Spectal securily measures
will be taken 1o ensure a trou-
ble-free aunosphere in the 17
sacrificial animal markets in
the city. which go into busi-
less lrom Monday, three days
ahead of the Eid-ul-Azha.

Hesides normal patrol by
Dhaka Metropolitan Police,
one platoon ol police under
Lhree magistrates of the Dhaka
City Curporation CC) would
be on round the clock mobile
dury 1 ghe sacrilicial animal
markets in ditterent areas of

the metrupolis to check pick-
pocketing extortion and other

unlawiu!l activities., said DCC
SOLHCes

Till Tharsday. the DCC
leased out 17 temporary cattle

markets through open tenders
that fetched Taka 72.95.000
tor the corporation. as against
Taka 62 12,300 last year
Maintaining its tradition of
being the biggest one. the
Nayvabazar animal market has
this time also been leased out
at the highest amount of Taka

30.56.000. Last year, the mar-
ket was leased at Taka
26 50 000

The DCC authorities had to
call tenders three times for
leasing Dhanmondi Sports
Ground and Hazaribagh Ground
markets due to low bidding

But sgill-4he two markets were
lea at far lower rate than
that of the previous:-year. The

See Page 12 Col 7
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Six dm*wned as

launch ca lzes

in Pa

BARISAL. May 4: Six per-
sons including two women and
three children drowned when
a passenger launch capsized at
Golkhali under Mirzaganj thana
ef Patuakhali district today.
reports BS5.

District authorities said the
mishap took place around
10:30 am today when the over-
crowded launch M L Queen of
Patuakhali, was on its way from
Amtali to Patuakhali capsized
in the river Paira. There were
about 200 passengers in the
ill-lated launch. the authorities
sald.

The launch was however

| salvaged by noon. Most of the

passengers swam to safety or
rescured, the atithorities added
about fiftyremained missing.
The bodies which were re-
covered from the launch's haul
“were handed over to their
relatives. '
The dead were identified as
Chan Boru [75), Kamruzzaman
(1]. Rezia (35), Manik (3},
Rahima {40} and Mukta (5).

Biswas leaves
tonight for
London

_President Abdur Rahman
Biswas léaves Dhaka for Lon-
don tonight to attend the cele-
bration® of Viil.’:turv in- Eurupe
(VE] markmg the 50th anni-
versary ol the end of World
War 11, reports UNDB.

This will be his second trip
abroad as the head of state. He
visited Saudi Arabia in 1993 to
perforin holy Hajj.

On August 7 in 1945, World
War I} came 10 an end in
Europe lollowing the surren-
der of the Axis powers under
the ‘Berlin Agreement:

Meore thaﬂ 50 heads of state
and ;.,dvemment have been in-
vited fo attend programnmes on
May 6-7 projecting themes of
50 years of peace. interna-
tional reconciliation and the
benefits the war time genera-
tion won for the youth today.

The programumes, hcrstuﬂby
aber. Bt ish
ciude a h.:mqut: reception
congregation, an intcrnatinna]
regonciliation ceremony
London's Hyde Park ﬂ
community entertainm in
front of the Buckingham Pa-

See Page 12 Col 7 °

GOP sweeps DU
~ Senate polls’

By Staff Correspondent

The Ganatantrik Oikya
Parishad (GOP} has won all the
25 posts ol registered gradu-
aies' representatives to the
Dhaka University Senate, ac-
cording to unofficial results of
the election available yester-
clay.

A lotal of 6336 registered
craduates from across the
country elected the 25 repre-
sentatives for a three-year
tenure. ' '

Candidales Irom three pan-
els — GOP (supporters of the
Awami League and left parties).
White (supporters of the BNP)
and third one comprising sup-
porters of Jamaat-e-Islami and
Jativa Party — contested the

elections,
See Page 12 Col B

Urgent Notice to Esteemed
Power Consumers on
Use of Electricity

= Attention of all power cpnsumers & the pubhc is drawn to
|

the following steps m view of ensuring smooth distribution
of electricity recesved fyom the natignal grid as per demands
- of all classes of consumers & ..apicinentation of the Govt
| announced electricity load manageent policy.

[rmigation pumps should be keptoff during peak hours

e. 6 pmto 10 pm.

| pm to 10 pm.

Allkinds ;}f:-'.hnps & shopping centrésexcep{ medicine,
kutcha bazar. wholesale market of perishables & eating
houses, should be kept shut after 8 pm.

Allkinds of illumination shall remain prohibited except
on the Govt announced special festival days. |

—  Use of such high power consuming electrical
as tron, heater. cooker, water heater etc shallhave tobe
kept as much possible limited during peak hours i.e.6

appliances’

Industnial tactonies runnmg on single smft shall hava to
| operate in day time or remaining time of the night.

- Unnecessary burning of lights and operation of fans &

Cooperation of esteemed mmumerwall concerned IS

’ other electrigal implerents Mﬂmbediscmraged.

solicited smooth use of electricity

available under the

| present Situation & proper implementation the electricity

! load management policy

'l
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