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Strengthening SAARC
The eighth South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) summit began on
Tuesday on a happy note. The happiness comes
from the seven nations’ accord to ratify the
stalled South Asian Preferential Trading
Arrangement (SAPTA) on the eve of the summit
proper. The trade pact signed in 1993 at the last
~summit in Dhaka is expected to be operational at
the beginning of next year after it has been rati-
fied by member states by November 8. The hope
“is that SAPTA will be approved by the parliaments
of member-states by come December at the lat-
est.

Let us hope this sets the tone for the entire
proceedings and helps end the conference on a
positive note. So far the deliberations have moved
rather smoothly excepting perhaps the discor-
dant note struck by Pakistani President Farooq
Ahmed Leghari. His departure from the usual
beaten path to allude to controversial issues like
freeze on nuclear armament and bilateral prob-
lems however has not dampened ‘the spirit of
making the summit productive. |

The Pakistan president's reference to unpleas-
ant issues may not be compatible with the charter
ol the 10-year-old organisation, but it is time that
some of the unpleasantness was faced rather than
evaded to strengthen the ties within the organi-
sation for meaningful co-operation. Without mu-
tual understanding and deep appreciation of each
other's problems, the organisation cannot work
to its full potential. All the nice words and novel
ideas are likely to stumble on the hard rocks of
political impediments. No denying the fact that
the nations must have meeting- points — no mat-
ter if they are outside of the forum — to resolve
outstanding irritants between them.

The conference has already generated enthusi-
asm for new ideas and accordingly proposals are
now betore the leaders of the seven-nation forum.
Their adoption and implementation are essential
but these will depend largely on congenial inter-
state relationships. For instance, the estab-
lishment of a South Asian development fund or
regional collaborative ventures aimed not only to
feed regional market but also the markets beyond
are in some ways political decisions too. Again, a
common stand by the SAARC members at inter-
national fora calls for a lot of thrashing out of dif-
ferences. To turn the weakest of all the regional
fora into a dynamic one we must seriously pursue
the course of closer co-operation and action.

For a Free Radio, TV

Yesterday was the International Press Freedom
Day. There are days all round the year and one is
not supposed to keép track of every one of them.
Not so the case with this one as the issue of press
freedom is very relevant to our nation's demo-
cratic development. Which is. for historic rea-
sons. another name for our social and political
development. Governance here cannot be ex-
Fected‘ to be either meaningful and forward-
ooking without the feedback called press. But
En-:ss is hot all feedback. More than any it helps
keep the nation in one piece and adds to the
quality of society by bringing about an informed

ulation.

Al that is good and socio-politically very
fetching about the thing applies only to a free
press, A less thaﬂ’ free newspaper or radio is not
press at all. By that token our electronic media,
in worse bondage than even the slaves in Rome,

d an agent constantly feeding the citizens on

he ultimate in disinformation, is not press. By
making a state facility serve the parochial inter-
ests of one political party it is the state that is
being undermined — rously. - :
On the International Press Freedom Day it is,
therefore, the fittest thing that we call out for the
freedom of our radio an
here, press freedom would be honoured by
Bangladesh ﬂmﬁ-‘:}f violating it. It is very urgent
~and necessary t radio and television freed
completely of government control forthwith,
- which should mean well ahead of the elections.
This is a demand in perfect consonance with the
Goal Outline of the Three-party Alliance to which
the present government owes its birth.

, e gove ent has done still more to take
the substance out of what is on the surface a
comparatively free print media. Through a delib-
erate and thorough pursuit of the policy of pa-
tronage, the ent has given birth to a pro-
nouncedly conformist press — an anathema to

press freedom. This degeneration has been ag-

avated by the very  unfortunate waning in
Bangladesh of the editorial institution — the one
thing that stands for and guarantees — in fact
builds brick by brick — om of the press.

- The UN has chosen as the motto of this year's
Press Freedom Day the slogan No te Silénce, No
to Death. This should mean a no to both imposed
~ silence and the self-im one. And the no to
death should mean, first of all, denunciation of
the moral death of a newspaper or the profes-
- sionals that constitute it. - |

- We Shall Not Forget
Jahanara Imam wrote in blood and tears pos-
sibly the most t story of our Liberation
War. And she, 1 her husband and son had
been sacrificed to that glorious war, lived to live
that struggle for the Bengali people's emancipa-
tion in her n. Hers was no less heroic a

performance. She battled on two fronts: A
cancerous body and a cancerous society in the

rocess 'of fast gobbled anti-Liberation
ar values I3:;;5.%}uﬂr mgi]itant prt::yachera
Yesterday was her 66th birthday. This le-

- beauty was also as one of our
best teachers, knowing her job better than any
and loving to do it her heart in it. The war
(& it all. Her diaries of the hellish nine

became not a best-seller but it gave
everlas reality to the receding me of the
Liberation War, in the manner Anne Franck's gave
to the days of the Holocaust. There was no look-

back her after that.

any patriots feel that the Liberation War was
not all finished on December 16, 1971. Jahanara
Imam gave her life to see it decisively concluded
in the true of what has come to be known
as the ideals of the Liberation War. We shall not
forget this indomitable ter and incomparable

Eatrimf al:lnd unfailing leader from outside the po-
01,

| socialist

VER 30 million Fre-
nch voters went to the
polls in the first round

of Presidential elections to
decide their preference in a
full slate of nine candidates.
In a major upset that
stunned political pundits,
candidate Lionel
Jospin secured nearly seven
milion votes (or 23.24 per
cent of the votes ¢ast) to come
out first in the pack while the
favourite Jacques Chirac, a
(Gaullist, was grateful to
scrape through te the second
round with about 6.2 million
votes (20 64 per cent). Chirac

friend, fellow Gaullist and
handpicked PM Edouard
Balladur. who had deserted
his mentor 1n a md for the

Presidency but fell yust short
by 600000 votes, getting onlv
about 56 million votes (or

about 1% 54 per cent). Not to
be denied hi= place under the
French =un .Jean Marie Le
Pen, the Far Right eandidate,
secured 15 15 per cent of the
vote, Lranslated into 4.6 mi-
Ilion votes, =lightly above par
than his previous perfor-
mances. Next came Com-
munist Robert Hue with 2.6
million votex (3.72 per cent),
then Trotskyist Arlette Lag-
uiller with 1.6 million votes

television. Until that is

(5.34 per cent) followed by
Nationalist Phillipe de
Vilhers (1.4 million votes 4.78
?}t;r cent) and Ecologist

minique Voynet with 3.33
per cent of the vote represent-
ang one million votes. At the
very tail was the Extreme
Right c¢andidate Jacques
Cheminade with 83472 votes
(about (). 27 per cent). '

Since none of the candi-
dates got an outright major-
ity (50 per cent), a second
run-off election will be held
on May 7. 1995 between the
Socialist Party Candidate
Lionel Jospin and "Rally for
the Republic (RPR) Party”
Candidate. Paris Mayor
Jacques Chirae. Contrary to
pollsters speciilation a few
months ago that pitted Con-
servatives (Thirae and
Balladur against each other,
the early fromt runner
French PM Balladur self-de-
structed in the final weeks to
make it a straight Left-Right
contest. On the surface, the

Right (Chirac, Balladur, Le -

Pen, Villiers and Chemi-
nade) picked up about 18
million votes (60 per cent) to
12 million votes of the Left
(Jospin, Hiz, Laguiller,
Voynet) about 40 per cent.
However, this is rather a
simplistic calculation as not
all the voters of the Right will
vote for Chirac or, for that
matter, Jospin will net au-
tomatically sweep up all the
votes on the Left. A fair esti-

HE next summit of the
Asia-Pacific Economic

. Co-operation forum is
still a seven months away,

but member-countries are al- -
. Paupa

ready scrambling to prepare
for it.

This 1s
specifics of a free trade plan
struck in Bogor, Indonesia
last November are expected to
be hammered out at this
year s summit in Osaka, and
analysts predict clashes be-
tween one side led by _the

United States and the other

headed by Malaysia.

Part of the problem is that
most APEC economies have

.| hardly had the time to do the

sophisticated task of calculat-
tt}g the pluses and minuses
of trade liberalisation —
especially since the 'region’
within which this process
will take place includes de-

veloped economies such as
that of Japan and the United

States. |

And now there ﬁim’ng
fears among analys d ac-
tivists in APEC developing
economies that there would
be moves in Osaka to extend
free trade to 'free trade
area; and 'non-binding’
commitment to legally hi:’t:g-
ing' agreement.

APEC groups together
Japan, South Korea, Hong
Kong, Taiwan, China,

Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunei,
Singapore, the Philip‘ginea, _
T_l]ailaud, Mexico, Chile,
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Sir, Now-a-days, perhaps
like many others, I do not rel-

ish my breakfast if it's not -

preceded by watching and lis-
tening to the BBC World
News. On Apr. 29 morning I
happened to see a very inter-
esting pictorial report prior to
the main news, broadcast
from the port city Karachi of
Pakistan, depicting the life
style of the Biharis (or
Mohajirs). You like if or not
they their own way of life..
They have since long agitat-
ing for their political rights.
However, they are blamed for
the riots and to have created
an acute law and order situa-
tion. :
These Biharis (now their
number swelling to more
than two lakhs) did express
their allegiance towards
Pakistan and claimed them-
selves as Pakistanis, when
Bangladesh became inde-
pendent in 1971. A large
number of them then were
taken by Pakistan and reha-
bilitated in the province of
Sindh. But very soon Pakis-

was just ahead of his former |

bécause the
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It is @ historical fact that in countries
fect these become "special interest groups
shrinking economic pie. In eountries

in varying ways.

mate is that a vast majority of
each side may still favour
their ideological inelination
fand a fair amount may stay
at home) but most voters re-
act to individual candidates
in preference to their political
leanings.

The inaccurate French
polls had shown Chirac get-
ting nenriiv 27 per cent of the
vote of about eight million
votes — he fell short by a
massive 1.8 milhion votes,
nearly 25 per cent less than
predicted by pollsters. On the
other hand, Jospin did better
than expected by ‘about 1.6
million vetes and Balladur
wag short of the projections
by about a million votes.
These represent very wide
marging of error and expert
analvsts are of Lthe opirmon
that Chirac almost got clob-
bered because of (1) voter apa-
thy inasfar that they expected
him to win anyway and
stayed at home, (2) the Right-
Right ‘split of the Gaullist vote
and (3) desperate Socialist at-
tempt to keep their candidate
Jospin alive by concentrating
the left vote. At the same time
Le Pen, who had no chance
anyway, profited from his ra-
bid rhetoric against immi-

rants, the symbolic back-
ash maintaining his r-
formance of the past. qfhe
Extreme Left (in Hue,
Laguiller and Veynet) got a
better than five mil-
lion votes (about 17 per cent).

Alarmed by the Socialist
success in the first round,
French PM Edouard Balla-
dur was the first to concede
defeat (within the hour of the
undfficial results) and throw
his support
former, friend and mentor,
Jacques Chirac. While
clearly upset at his surpris-
ingly 8001' showing in the
Eooh, hirac (nicknamed the

ul'dozer), was quick to re-
adjust his signals for a de-
termined third bid at the
Presidency by a low-key vie-
tory speech in the face of Le
Pen exhorting his supporters
not to vote for Chirac, the
Paris Mayor knows he has
his work cut out for him if he
is to overcome the psycholog-
‘ical handicap of the first
round "defeat” at the hands
of likeable Jospin. Given the
mood to the right of the
french populace, computer

behind his-

The Majority Vote
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projections are presently giv-
ing him a 57-43 per cent plac-
ing over Jospin in the May 7
run-off In actual terms, this
means that approximately an
additional 11 million veters
would cast their preference
for him (tetal 17 million)
while Jospin would get onl
six million votes (total 1
million;. Given the mood of
the lace, this mat hemat-
ical calculation of the margin
may not be as wide as pro-
jected with a 53-47 per cent
margin quite possible in
favour of Chirae, represent-
img 16 million votes cast for
{]'lnr;_ic tn 14 mellion votes for
=M

hile we will have to wait
for the actual result= on May
7 to see about these prijec-
tions some very interesting
observations are on cisplav
for evervone to see, particu-
larlv those who are interested
to correct the present anoim:-
lie= 1in the electoral system in

where literacy is low, class

improvement of 20 per cent
while Kravchuk could only
mange an increase of 4 per
cent only to 47 per cent
Kravchuk had a clear major-
ity of 43 per cent of the eﬁ-
toral votes in the first roufid
a greater number of voters
who had voted for other can-
didates did net want to see
him in office and thus went
over en bloec to his opponent
in the second and final
round, a fair expression of
the will of the majority as to
their preference.

It 15 a histoneal fact that
m countries where literacy 18
low. class divisions are much

more pronounced, in effect
these ome special inter
est groups who have a

vested interest in coming to
power to protect the ever-
<hrinking economic pie. In
countries of South Asia hke
Pakistan, India, Bangladesh,
etc these are manmifested in
varving ways.In Pukistan,

vogue in the third world.
Essentially this is the prac-
tice of having only "first past
the post’ system, making it a
lucrative hunting ground for
‘special interest groups” and
even strong minorities.

hether Chirac wins on

spin, the mandate the
winner will receive from the
electorate is very unambigu-

' ous, a majority of those eligi-

ble who cast their prefer-
ence would be represented by
the winning candidate. That
18 the essence of democracy,
the will of the majority.
While it is a possibility

that Jospin mayv win, the
present measure of the will of
the French people indicates a.
turn to the right, giving the
edge to Chirac, nominally the
runner-up in the first round
This is the same that hap-
pened much more drasticnlf}f
in the Ukraine where the sit-
ting President Kravchuk got
43 per cent in the first round,
‘a clear lead over former PM
Kuchma who got only 33 per
cent. In the run off election,
Kuchma got 53 per cent. an

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

L

the divisions may be hecause
of sect, ethnicity, Baradri,
caste, etc while in India it is
further complicated because
of the sharp class division
within the Hindu caste sys-
tem with the Brahmans
miles apart from the
Untouchables, who inciden-
tally have started to flex their
muscles. With a good size
Muslim and Christian popu-

lation, ethnicity, etc adds to

the turmoil. While in west-
ern countries where "special
interest groups’ may be cre-
ated out of ideological motiva-
tion, in third world countries
these are mostly created out
of heritage, the accident of
birth in a particular location,
religion, sect, caste, etc.
These cultural divisions
make further polarigation
into potential for violence.
Thi= 1< the very anti-thesis
of democraev where individ-
ual preference must be the
cardinal principle behind the
free vote. In es=ence, democ-

racy can never [unction
within these parameters. the
model clearly <hown in ad-

divisions are much more in
"ﬂahmuuﬂndhkmﬂh:ﬂuhpmrw m“f

vanced western countries is a
clear Left and Right divide.
not %0 in the Third World.
The result i1s that anyene who
gets between 20-25 per cent of
the vote has a core strength
that gets him or her elected
n the first past the post” ba-
s18. It 18 not secret that the
winming candidate depends
upon a hard ecore of voters
who prefer bim not because
of their individual likes but
because their closed society
wills them =0 This i= net
democracy, this 1s an abso-
lute faree The aspirant win-
ner need onlv target a part of
the electorate and his (or her)
‘ucee=s excludes the major
part. of the electorate whe

mo=tly  hecome spectators
during the tenure of the
NMA'MPA while the

special mterest group” live

ofl the winner - spoils. This
core group mav be of ethpic.
sect, caste Gmnd even a blind
behef in thewr party

The pelarnization en-
hances divismn in the popu-
laee asz an time the nfr'::r

groups hecome frustrated at
thewr inadequacy in numbers
and decide that they have no
future within this system be-
cause of their back-ground
and begin to look for alterna-
tives hke secession that will
ive them a place in the sun.
his process promotes dis-
inte-gration whereas aim
should be for eandidates te
have corss-over votes from all
sides. Moreover the present
system inculcates a weak
government as candidates
get elected who do not owe
any allegiance to the majority
.of voter= in their constituen-
cieg and thus being unae-
countable are available for
defection 1o the highest bid-
der
Pakistan is a classic ex-
ample of evervthing that has
gone wrong with democracy
but could have been different
provided we were logical and
truthful in eour concept.
Execept for the MQM whose
candidates mostly get more
than 50 per cent in the first
round and a handful of lead-
ers hike the MI" Ms Benazir
Bhutto, ete in her ancestral

lLarkana constituency, the

rest et between 20-30 per
cent of the votes cast in their
constituencies to get elected.
St Hhe vating percentage 18

APEC: Steep Road to Osaka

New (Guinea,
Australia;, New Zealand, the
United States and Canada.

Last November, the lead-
ers of the 18 APEC member
economies meeting in Bogor
adopted a declaration calling
for the establishment of free
trade among themselves by
the year 2010 for developed
nations and 2020 for develop-
INng countiries.

At the meeting. the United
States played the most active
role in pushing for a free
trade area to be set up, and
for liberalisation of trade,
services and investments.

. But some of the developing
countries led by Malaysia
were alarmed by the rapid
rate at which APEC was be-
ing institutionalised and be-
ing moved along the road to-
ward a free trade area.

- At_Malaysia's insistence,
the Bogor Declaration in-
cluded an annex that said the

target dates for liberalisation

were not legally binding.
Kuala Lumpur has argued
that trade liberalisation
should be done unilaterally,
commensurate with each
country's development level
and capacity.

In the last few months,
however, the United States
has proved to be as tenacious

year period allowed 'plenty of

S St A
Issues that the Bogor APEC summit brushed
over may come back to hount Asia-Pacific
leaders when they meet in Japan later this
vear. Martin Khor reports for Inter Press
Service from Penang, Malaysia

as Malaysia regarding its
slance on where APEC
should be headed.

- ‘At a World Net dialogue
session in February in Kuala
Lumpur, the US coordinator
for APEC, Sandra Kristoff,

made it clear her country

~ will push hard for the accep-

tance of the liberalisation
datelines.

She said Washington's
understanding of the Bogor
Declaration was that the
forthcoming Osaka meeting

should have an ambitious

and bold action agenda to
spe€dily launch the free trade

plan.
'We have to be bold,”
Kristoff said. "While we

agree that the agenda for
trade. liberalisation must be
balanced, we cannot mistake
balance with timidness. (The
vear) 2010 is our . Some
nations may need longer and
can take until 2020."

She added that this 15-25

room for pragmatism”,

But to many analysts, the
pace of APEC's progression
itself has been astonishing.
Initiated by Australia, the
grouping started in the late

1980s supposedly as an in--

formal and unstructured
gathering of economiies.

By 1993, leaders of the
member-economies gathered
in Seattle for the forum's first
summit. Months after, a re-
port by APEC's Eminent
Persons Group had a pro-
posal for a free trade area in
the Asia-Pacific.

The Bogor Declaration de-
liberatelv left out details due
to the reservations of coun-
tries like Malaysia and
China. '

The implications for the

developing economies within
APEC are enormous, espe-
cially since the Uruguay
Round eof the General
Agreement of Tariffs and
Trade (GATT) expanded the

concept of free trade to in-
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lude not only trade in manu-

actures. but also in agricul-

ture and services.

It now also covers the
granting of intellectual prop-
erty pratection to transna-
tional companies, a measure
that many activists say is
protectionist and goes
counter to the prineiple of lib-
eralisation. <

Analysts point out that
countries like the United
States already have mstru-

- ments that they use te attain

extra trade concessions.
One example of these
measures is the so-called
Super 301 that the United
States has either applied or
threatened to use on coun-
tries such as China,
Thailand, India, Brazil and
even Japan, all of which
Washington deemed to have

_inadequately complied with

the requirements of US
firms.

- Indeed, there lurks a sus-
picion that APEC may be
used to get Asian countries to
make concessions in trade,
services, investments and in-
tellectual property, beyond
those made through the
Uruguay Round.

Some Asian governments
are also wary that
Washington 18 keen to get

gl
|
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. Agreement (NAFTA)

about 50 per cent, it means
that only between 10-15 per
cent of chable veters in a
particular cons<tituency
ma to get their candi-
date . Some are elected
because they were Shia or
' | they be-

whatever, some because they
created a “group” on the
strength of money.

How can known honest

-men like Air Marshal Retd)

Asghar Khan, Mairaj
Mo d Khan, etc ever
‘get elected in such a svstem
even though the majority
may them in the ulti-
mate analvsis? It is therefore
important that hefore even
such people are forced to

com ise on principles for
the sake of heing elected in a
"democracy’ such as

presently ours, we opt for a
measure that gives verdict on
the basis of a genuwine major-
ity vote. The present disinte-
5::“ of our society is alse
' p-md on the frustra-
tions majority at being
effectively shut out of the
democratic process A
strong minoritv with the help
of a diw volie.

Critics a that a sec-
ond run-off election invelves
considerable expense that an
impoverished natiorf cannot

ord. s this price too much
to pay for the integrity of this
country”? we have Lo con-
tinue to suffer the paralysis
of government and the va-
gartes of nepetism and cor-

« ruption because of a few hil-

lion Rupees” In the face of
the many billions that are
regularly frittered or

by our un-accoun lead-
ers, the of a majority
vote is a small price to pay.

A run-off election will put
the "Special Interest Group”
against the will of the major-
ity, democracy can only pre-
vail when the majority vote
prevails. In the process Shia
will have to align with Sunmni,
Awan with Rajput, Mahajir
with Sindhi, etc and so on,
Only candidates who com-
mand the confidence of the
majority of the eligible elec-
torate will get elected. If
Pakistan is to be saved then
we must change the system
to reflect the correct interpre-
tation of democracy, not one
that works in faveur of feu-
dals. the rich and the influ-
entials. Of all the ills we
dream about reforming,
there 1s nothing moere impor-
tant to Pakistan's survival
than democracy in its correct
form to reflect the true will of
the munority vote

APEC off the ground as a re-
gional free trade arrange-
ment and be a counterweight
to the European Union,
which 18 currently the
largest and most powerful
regiondl economic bloc.

Some analysts say the
APEC process can be seen as

llel to how Washington
rought the Americas into its
orbit.

First, there was the North
American' Free Trade
This
led to a larger liberalisation

- grﬂcesa involving almost all

outh American countries,

whose leaders attended a
summit with US President
Bill Clinton at Miami last
December.

APEC, experts argue,
would bring the Asia-pacifie
countries concerned closer to
the US circuit, thus giving
US firms a headstart «ver

huﬁ)ﬁ the United Stutes
scoffs at such charges. and
Kristoff during the World Net
dialogue denied that the
United States was tryving te
push APEC to move faster
than any of its members
could handle. . .

She told a panel that in-
cluded representatives from
Malaysia, Japan and South
Korea: "Nothing in the US
posture s we are try-

ing to take NAFTA and ex-
tending it westward across
the Pacific.

triation from Bangladesh.
Since then, a large number of
these stranded Pakistanis
are passing their miserable
days at various camps in
Bangladesh. Bangladesh
govt. also naturally must be
tried to house and feed then
for an indefinite period. Now

~ their population also must be

increasing and their already
unhygienic camps are be-
coming overcrowded and
turning into environmental
threat as well. o
We, therefore, urge upon
our Prime Minister and the
Chairperson of the SAARC to
take up this long hanging is-
sue with Pakistan at the
summit meeting in Delhi to
bring about a permanent so-
lution to this menacing prob-
lem.
Flt. Lt. (Retd.) Mohiuddin
Dhaka.

False cases to harass

Sir, One of the easiesi asks
in our country is 1o vex and ha-
rass others. Practically, the law
and order has gone down io

S — e s e g =P e B T

suth o low that most of the
guardians advise their wards
particularly daughters (o ig-
nore any unprovoked

. taunts/ieases for the sake ol

peace and salety. Experiences

suggesi, referring the cases of ,

harassment to the law enfore-
ing agencies or the court of
law may simply aggravate the
condition further,

We face another common
problem in our society. There
are some people who find sar-
donic pleasure in filing suils
against others 10 make (heir
lives simply miserable. This
happens many a lime out of
jealousy or bad intentions
without any valid ground. The
primne incentive for playing
foul nnHesitandy is that afier
losinigg the motivated [alse
cases, the manipulative per-
sons go unpunished. On the
other hand. the innocent and
good people usually prefer to
avoid filing compensatory
cases against those criminals
due to uncertainty, inordinate
delay and high cost invelve-
ment in seeking justice at the
court of law

Due 1 Lhis undeterred
criminal activities, the com-
munity has o pay a very high
cost by way of wastage of en-

crey. money. disturbance ol
mental peace. hindrance 1o
development and stinted
growth. While the social work-
ers/reformists are trying Lo
change the people, some sirici
qualitative deterrent measures
are required to combat filing
false cases and  helping the
commutity  march ahead
smoolhly.

The appropriate authoriy
(maybe t(he judges and ihe
Lawyers) may take initia-
live /make provisions to award
punishments I a case |is
proven wunnecessarily pur-
ported to harass somebody,
saving the suflerer (s) froin in-
surmwountable pains Lo lile an-
other case to gel compensa-
tion for the harassment com
mitted against him/her. This
will motivate nany (o refrain
from filing false cases too.

The false cases to harass
must go.

Johin Arun Sarkar
Singhtolla, Dhaki

Down the memory lane

Sir, A few days back a very
old friend of mine, ook me
for a drive to Azimpur new
colony to recall the good old
childhood memories of the

60s. On reaching the new
blocks of the Azimpur colony,
we noticed a rather gloomy
and precautions look all over,
as if every one was alarmed
of a disaster The good old
green fields where we once
joyiully plaved around now
looks lifeless with uncared
growth of bushes here and
there. We came across someé
yvoungsters of the colony, who

in their behaviour appeared

overgrown and serious.
Others were seen sitting In

circles, as if in political meet-
ings. The other changes we

noticed were erection of 1:25\
lapsible gates at the entra

of most buildings and the one

time open veranda of the

ground floor now fully eon-

verted into suffocating en-

closed structure.

There came a touch of
emotion while staring up the
flats where we once so hap-
pily lived for so long. We
could not help but recall the
days with our beloved par-
ents, neighbours, f(riends’
those school years and the

in nt times when a mere
radio and the black & white

and excitement. |
thought of climbing up the
3rd floor along with my four-
and-half-year old daughter,
but then had to change my
mind, realising the prevail-
ing uneasy atmosphere.
“These days no body trusts
anybody”. You might as well
be seriously misunderstood
and humiliated. "Whereas,
even an unknown visitor was
greeted and asked to come in
for a cup of tea, so was the
common feeling of the bygone
years.

Suddenly certain gques-
tions crept up in my mind,
inspite of all that enormous
privileges, increased rate of
literacy, technological devel-
opments and with so many
other facilities being provided
why are we not cruising
ahead in thoughts and be-
haviour? Are all that privi-
leges and advantages costing
our peace and security” Are
all these lenofits a bt hard t
chge=t?

Vigar Motnuddin
Dhaka

once



