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NEWS BRIEFS
M' dent assents

to one bill

. President Abdur Rahman
Biswas vesterday assented to
the Supreme Courl Judges
(Remuneration and Privileges)
[Amendment) Bill. 1995 The
bill was passed by the Jatiya
Sangsad M its 19th session.
sald an efficial handout last

night. reports UNB.

NARSINGDI. May 3: A hall
day hartal. called by a ruling
party MP. was observed
peaceiully in Raipura thana of
the district today. :Wiltnesses
said the” hartal supportérs

biocked the roads and railways .

in the thana protesting the at-
tack on the house of Abdul
Alim Mridah MP on Sunday,
reports UNB,

BChyleavuﬁr
Saudi Arabia

Deputy Leader of Parliament
Prof A O M Badruddoza Chow
dhury lefti Dhaka for Saudi
Arabia yeslerday to perform
holy Hajj as a state guest of the
Saudi government. Accom-
panicd by his wile Hasina
Warda Chowdhury. son Mabhi
Chowdhury and daughter Muna
Chowdhury. Prof Badruddoza is
expected (o return home on
May 24, reports UNB,

Convict held
after 6 years

CHITTAGONG. May 3.
Police arrested an

convict after six years from
Reazuddin Bazar area in the
port cily loday. A Special
Tribunal court of Cox's Bazar
sentenced Alam to 14 year®
rigorous imprisonment and
also fined him Tk 1.000, in
default. to suffer another one
year in prison, under the Arms
Act. reports UNB. °

mmy;
prizes today

The prizes of the lotiery
draw of the Bangladesh Red
Crescent Society (BPRCS) will

‘e distributed among the win-

ners at 11:00 am today at the

Dhaka-Delh1 urgent
water talks today

NEW DELHI. May 3 Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
had a meeting with Indian
Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao here today and discussed
the entire gamut ol bilateral
relations. reports BSS.

The meeting which lasted
for about an hour in the official
residence of the Indian Prime
Minister. was held in an atmo-
sphere of cordiality and
friendliness, Foreign Minister
A S M Mostafizur Rahman told
newsmen later.

"The tssues ol sharing of the |

waters of the Ganges. and

BAISHAKH 21, 1402 BS
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repatriation ol the Chakma
refugees lrom camps in India,

figured prominently in the °

discussions, the foreign minis-
ler said.

As a result ol today's meet-
ing. Mostalizur said. foreign

Editorial on Page 4

secretaries of the two coun-
tries will mieet here tomorrow
on an emergency basis to dis-
truss the water issue.

The Indian Prime Minister
assured the Bangladeshi Prime
Minister that he will intensify
his efforts tv resume repatria-

DHAI(A THURSDAY,

L e T

e e m——

tion ol the Chakima refugees.
Mostalizur said, the issue of
import of rice from India ‘was
discussed and the Indian
Prime Miuister has instructed
his officials to- expeditiously
complete export of rice to
Bangladesh. |
Asked whether the
‘Shantibahini’ issue was dis-
cussed at the meeting, the for-
eign minister answered in the
affirmative and said both the
prime minisiers have reiter-
aled that their Lerritories will
not be allowed to be used for

See Page 12 Col 7

Hasina asks PM to secure

share of Ganges water

SARISHABARI (Jamalpur].
May 3: Awuami League Pre-
sident .Sheikh Hasina today
asked Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia to secure Bang-
ladesh’'s legitimate share of the
Ganges water from India,.
reporlis UNB.

"You beiter stay back in
Delhi. if you fail to realise our
just share of the Ganges Waler.
Please resolve the Farakka
Ernh]am hefore returning

ome.” she said.

Hasina was uaddressing a
public meeting alt Digpait this
afternoon on the first day of
her three-day tour of Jamal-
pur. Mvmensingh. Netrokona
andd Kishoreganj districts.

The Awami League chief
criticised Lhe Prime Minister
fof not mentioning the Farakka
issue in her speech Tuesday at
the 8th SAARC Summit in New
Dethi.

Hasina suaid it was the
BangabarHhu's pgovernment
which had brought 44.000

L Jasers ol water lor Bangladesh.

But this government has
sold ouwi t(he interest of
Bangladesh 1o India. she al-
leged ol said that it lailed w0
settle the Farakka problem

evelt 111 last tlliii VeSS,

"'Ew

In' her scathing remarks.
Hasina said during her previ-
ous visit Lo New Delhi, Begum
Zia had signed a joint declara-
tion with ‘Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao 'sacrificing the
countrys interest and leading
to push-in operation by India.”

On the 25-year Indo-
Bangladesh Friendship Treaty.
she asked the Prime Minister
to make public her govern-
ment's position on the issue.

After the formation of the

SAARC and the accord en the

SAPTA. Hasina said there'is no
need lor renewal of the Lreaty.
“If returned to power, the
Awami League will not extend
it. But the BNP government
must spell out wha will do
on mmpletidn of the tenure of
the treaty.”

She was also Critical of the
BNP government for its failure
to check smuggling making
Bangladesh a [ree market of
lndian goods,

Presided over by Saﬂshahari
thana Awami League presidéint
Abdul Malek, the
also adWressed by Mohammad
Nasim. Qader Siddiqui. Abul
Hasan C(howdhury. Syed

Najtbul Bashar Maijbhandari,
Sce'Page 12 Col 4

Jamalpur yesterday

the afterncon.

was

Opposition's
'protest day’
today

By Staft Correspondent

The mainstream opposition
political parties will observe
'Protest Day' throughout the
country today as part of their
on-going agitation for a care-
taker government to conduct
the next general elections.

The day will’ be observed
through rallies and demon-
strations in the capital and
elsewhere in the country.

Today's programme of the
Awami League, Jatiya Party and
the Jamaat-e-Islami will cul-
minate the series of agitation

 programmes announced sepa-

rately by the parties on April
16. .

In observance of the
‘Protest Day,' the AL will hold a
public rally at 4 pm at the
Bangabandhu Avenue in the
city while the JP will arrange
its rally at the South Gate of
the Baitul Mukarram at 4 in
The Jammmaat's
rally will take place at Baitul
Mokarram's North Gate at 4
meht opposition parties are
expected to announced their

fresh agitation programmes
from today's rallies.

| “.mu Leayue :hlef ‘!hetkh Hasina lddr!.‘lrild a puhhc meetlng at Sanlhabnn I:huna in

Multmatlonal begins

search for coal

By Special Correspondent

BHF Minerals, a US-
Ausiralia multinational, has
started exploration for coal in
the northern region of the

BHP, the first fofeign firm
lo explore solid minerals in
Dangladesh. has been conduct-
ing seismic surveys since last
month at three sites in
Dinajpur and Rangpur dis-
tricts. official sources said

The surveys will be followed
by drilling im prospective coal
deposil bearing loeations.

The search for coal is being
carried out under an agree-

nent signed in August last year

between BHP Minerals and the
Bureau of Mineral Develop-

ment (BMD) of the Bangladesh
EOverTiment.
The t allows the

multinational company o work
al designated sites outside the
areas where coal deposits have
already been discovered. The
company will also be allowed
o exiract and market the dis-
covered coal.

BHP has obtained a licence
from the BMD to look for coal
ui three blocks having a lotal
area of 14,000 hectares. The
blocks comprise areas in

See Page 12 Col 6

il exploration:
Contract awaits
clearance

By Sharier Khan

The Production Sharing
Contract (PSC) for gas and eil
exploration in Chittagong and
Chittagong Hill Tracts region
is awaiting 'final clearance’ by
the cabinel. official sources
said.

The PSC of the Cairn Ple of
Scotland and Holland Sea
Search of the Netherlands was
approved at a recent meeting
of the Cabinet Committee for
Finance and Economic Affairs
headed by Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman.

The PSC was seni to the
Prime Minister's Secretarat a
couple of days ago. Petrobangla

See Page 12 Col 7
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia and new SAARC Chairman Indian Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao in Shimla yestérday.
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Prayers for
rain held

Several hundred people
[rom different walks of life
joined prayers for rain at the
National Ei maidan in the
city yesterday morning, re-
ports UNB.

The Ministry of Religious
Affairs arranged the Ishtishkar
prayers in view of the persist-
ing drought and unbearable
hotspell across the country.

Islamic Fuoundaton scholar

See Page 12 Col 1
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Declaration will
call for total
N-disarmam ent

~NEW DELHI. May 3: The
draf declaration of the eighth
summit of the South Asian
Association for  Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) will-call
for total nuclear djaammm;nt
under an effective interna-
tional convention, AFP quoting
Press Trust of India said today.

The seven-nation regional
grouping will end its three-day
meeting tomorrow by calling
for a ugiversal and non-dis-
criminatory nuclear contiol
regime. the news agency said.

The draft. finalised by for-

ministers -from India,
Pakistan: Bangladesh, Nepal,
Bhutan., Sri- Lanka and the
Maldives. wenchantly criti-

cised the arms race, sayving
peace was the need ol the

- See Page 12 Col 3

BNP examining issues

raised at div confce

By Staff Correspondent

The central leaders of the
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist

Party (BNP) are examining the
suggestions and accusations
made by the grass-roots level
leaders during the Dhaka
Divisional Conference of the
party this week.

The recorded version of the
speeches and a set of recom-
mendations have been given to
party chief and Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia. She |s ex-
pected to convene a meeting
ot the Standing Committee of
Lthe party to discuss the issues
on her return from New Delhi.

Begum Zia returns today
after attending the 8th summit
of the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) in the Indian capital.

Some of the BNP stalwaris
said that they were not sur-
prised at the speeches of the
grass-roots level leaders who
criticised central leaders for

vreating factonnlism! affecting -

the party at different levels,
"They expressed their views
in front of the party chairper-
son. 1L was a rare opportunity
for them to inform something

to the Prime Minister,”
central leader said.

"The mufassil leaders had
made similar statements dur
ing the closed-door working
sessions of the National
Council meeting of the party in
1993,” the leader added.

‘The source, who is a
Standing Committee member,
said most of the party leaders
who were not given nouiiia-

Orie

tion in the last elections made

the common allegation ol lac-
tionalism saying that party
stalwarts had chosen their own
men as a candidates, who were
defeated by the Opposition.

Despite this, he said. the
central leaders would take
into: account the grievances of
the mid-level leaders who are
often termed the 'driving
force’ of the party.

Another leader said that the
divisional conference in Dhaka
had helped identify the prob-

lems in ~diflgrens.  distriet. -

thana and union units of the
BNP.

The party high command
would take immediate steps to

See Page 12 Col 8

KAFCO goes 1nto full trial production

Delay in handover costing
contractor $90000 a day

The Karnaphuli Fertiliser
Factory [KAFCO) has linally
vone intoe full-scale trial pro-
duction. alter a number of ini-
tial faulty starts because of me-
chanical problems.

[t has already exported
some 26 000 metric tonnes
(MT] ol urea — o India at 230
US dollars per ton — worth
some 5.98 million dollars and
another 50.000MT of ammmonia
for 10.6 milion dollars.

A lop company official
however. says that the plant is
not vel ready to be handed
over by the general contractor.

by S Y Bakht

The contractor lor the turnkey
project is liable 1o pay KAFCO

90,000 US dollars a dav lor de-

lay in handing over the plant.
he adds,

The general contractor for
the plant is a consortium of
Chivoeda and Marubenl ol
Japan. and Petrochemical Ma-
nufacturers Association of Italy.
Both Chivoda and Marubeni
also have equity participation
in the 508 million dollar
KAFCO project, while the con-
tract lor the plant was worth
some 395 million dollars.

The plant is cuurrently run-

Manzur murder case

Gen Latif's fresh bail
prayer rejected

From Staff Correspendent

CHITTAGONG, May 3: The
Districi and Sessions Judge,
Chittagong. today rejected a
fresh prayer for bail made by
Gen Abdul Latif, a co-accused
in the Manzur murder case.

Adter hearing the miscella-
neous cause appeal for over an
hour Judge [ftekhar Rasul ob-
served: "l am not inclined 1o
enlarge the accused petitioner
on bail at this stage of investi-
gatieon of the case. So his

prayer for bail is rejected
The judge also said that the

accused petitioner was an in-
fluential man and his retire-
ment from service had not
lessened his influence.

During hearing, Gen Latif's
lawyer Abul Kalam prayed for
bail on social and humanitarian
grounds.

He said that Latif was sick
and his social image had suf-
fered following his arrest in
connection with the present
CASE.

The lawyer argued that

See Page 12 Col 5

5§ pc of ADP fund for health sector utilised in 8 months

ﬂ:ni_r 53.35 per cent of the
ADP allocatien for the health
sector was utilised during the
first eight months of the ecur-
rent fiscal (1994-95).

Aceording to a recent offi-
cial appratsal, Taka 199.23
grore. Was speni as against
Taka 241.17 grore disbursed
for implementing 63 projects
in (he health sector under the
Annual Developmemt Progra-
mmne (ADP) during the period
July last year t6 February this

national headguarters of Lthe | Yyear.

societly. reports BSS.

The disbursement swood at

64 .58 per ceni of the health
sector ; allocation of Taka

lcased so far for 1| pra}crts
out of the 63 so far while two

projects were dropped.

By Reaz Ahmed
T‘hr iwo dropped projects
— improvement of Essen-

u-l Drug Management System
and Disaster Preparedness

Prograanme at Banskhali, Chi-

ttagong.
The projects which are yet
to get fund are: Further

Development of the IPGMR,
t of the 250-bed

Bogra Medical College Hospi-
tal. Establishment of 250 bed
Dinajpur Medical College
Hospital, Establishment of a
31-bed Hospilal at Haragachha,
Rangpur, Prevention and

Control of AIDS in Bangladesh,
Estdblishment of a 250-bed
Hospital at Gazipur. Second
Phase of the National Institute
of Heart Disease. Establish-
ment of National Institute of
Kidney Diseasc and Urology.
Scheol Health Pregramme,
Establishment of 250-bed
China-Bangladesh Friendship
General Hospital and Exten-
sion of the Institute of Chest
Disease and Hospital.

The major health sector
projects that progressed [ast

as regards their implementa-

tion include construction of
12 nursing tralning institfutes
out of the 18 (['roject Period
or PP: 1980-95). construetion
of 20 THCs out the 27 [PP:
1984-96). near-completion of
the construction of a 10-bed
hospital at Angorpota enclave
in Lalmonirhat (PP: 1986-95)
and the post-1hod rehabilita-
tion of 78 THCs and 20 dis-
trict hospitals (PP: 1991-95).
Out of ‘33 packages' of the

Asian Dev+~lopment Bank
ADB) assi=' Second Health
See Fag: 12 Ceoal 7

ning atl iull capacity tor over a
month as (he conlractor's
guarantee performance is be-
ing conducted to ensure com-
pliance with the contractual
specilications.

"We are now hoping that we
can sustain the plant at or near
design capacity from now on.”
says Manucher Towhidi, mana-
ging director of KAFCO, while
talking to The Daily Star. The
factorv is designed to produce
1500 MT of ammonia and
another 1725 MT ol urea per
day.

See Page 12 Col 8
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Next budget may
correct anomalies
in taniff structure

. Further reduction in tariff
wall is most unlikely in the
national budget for 1995-96
while fine tuning of the tariff
structure may get the empha-
Sis.

A well placed official source
told UNB yesterday that the
budget would rather concen-
trate on ‘torrection of various

oulstanding anomalies in the

'\t ariff structure,

Explaining a possible fiscal
framework for 1995-96, the
“official said that the authorities
were giving attention to ra-
tionalise duty anomalies be-
tween industrial raw materials
and finished products.

Private sector often com-
plains that duty rates on a good
numbér of raw materials are
still higher than on identical

finishexl products, pushing lo-
cal products to a disadvanta-
geous position.

An official indicated that
thert would be less uutuide in-

‘W{mrld Bank crcdlt lhlduumal-
Sector Adjustment Credit 1)
which contained stringent
conditions on further opening

Sce Page 12 Col 1

No polls without
Ershad: Manju

Jatiya Party's newly-ap-
pointed Secretary General
Anwar Hossain Manju yester-
day said the party would in-
tensily its agitation next month
to force the government to re-
lease Ershad from jail, reports
LINB.

Demanding the release of
the JP Chairman, Manju said,
"There can be no election
without Ershad ... we will not
let them stay in peace if
Ershad is not released imme-
diately.” 1

He was speaking at a
reception_  accorded to him on
his appointment as JP
Secretary General at the
Diploma Engineers’ I[nstitute.
The function, organised by JP
city unit, was presided over by
Col (Rtd) M A Malek.

Manju urged the govern-

Sce Page 12 Col 2
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Urgent Notice to Esteemed
Power Consumers on
Use of Electricity

Attention of all power consumers & the public is drawn to
the following steps in view of ensuring smooth distribution
of eiccmutv received from the nauona] grid as per demands
of all classes of consumers & im~'=mentation of the Govt
announced electricity load managemeit policy.

Irrigation pumps should be kept off during peak hours

All kinds of shops & shopping centres except medicine,
kutcha bazar, wholesale market of perishables & eating
houses, should be kept shut after 8 pm.

Altkinds of illumination shall remain
on the Govt announced special festival days.

Use of such high power consuming electrical
as wron, heater, cooker, water heater etc shall have to
kept as much possible limited during peak hours i.e.

Industrial factories running on single shift shall have to
operate 1n day ime or remaining time of the mght.

Unnecessary burning of lights and operation of fans &
other electrical implements shall have to be discouraged.

peration of esteemed consumers/all concerned is
solicited for smooth use of electricity available under
present situation & proper implementation of the
electricity load management polic

Y

prohibited except |

1ances

ICY.




