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Fertiliser crisis:
Body begins work

The judicial enguiry com-
mission on the fertiliser crisis
began its work vesterday at the
first floor oi the old High Court
building. All concerned have
bern requested Lo subimit their
siatements in writing or ver-
bally te the conmission from 9

am w0 2 pm on all working
davs. reporis BSS5

RU registrar
made OSD

RAJSHAHI. May 2. The
Regisirar ol Lhe Rajshahi Uni
versity. Omar Farook, has been
made OSD while three other
officials have been suspended
for allegedlv misappropriating
Tk 48 lakh. The other three
are: deputy librarian Farook
Ahmed. junior hbrarian Alkkhtar
Jahan and section officer Naz
rul Haq. The University Syn-
dicate. al a meeting on Mon-
day. took the action agai the
four on the basis of a report of
an inguiry commitiee formed’
i 1991 10 probe the scandal.

reports UNB.
Gen Nasim returns
from Bosnia

Chief of Army Staff Lieu-
tepant General Abu Saleh Mo-
hammad Nasim Bir Bikram
returned home Monday ending
his visit w0 Bosnia. an ISPR
press release said. During the
visit. the Chief of Army Stafl
met the members of Lhe
Bangladesh batlalion wn Bihac
and saw Lheir activities. He
also called on the special rep-
resestalive of the UN Secre-
tary General Yasushi Akashi

JCS leader shot
By Staff Correspondent

A Jatiyva Chhatra Samaj
(JCS) leader received bullet
injuries at Maghabazar area in
the city yesterday night.

Jahangir Alam, the city unit

t of the JCS, student
wing of the Jatiya Party. was
shot near the Maghbazar T&T
office at about 8:30 pm.
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NEW DELHI, May 2: Seven
South Asian nations starting a
summit meeting in New Delhi
today have agreed on prefer.
ential trade arrangements and
are studying selling up a re-
gional free-trade zone, officials
said. report Reuter, AP.

They said leaders ol the
South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC),
representing 1.2 billion peo-
ple. were confident of forging
closer econemic links despite
their political ditfferences.

in the first move toward a
regional (rading  blge. the
severn countries’ loreidn minis-
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to ratify SAPTA by Nov
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ters vesterday approved a draft
accord for a regional (rade
agreement that would begin

lowering tariffs on certain
goods by Dec 8.
The ministers also pro-

posed gradually lowering tarills
on a bBroader range of goods
and eventually building a trade
bloe known as the South Asia
Free Trade Area.

Indian Foreign Secretary
Salman Haider said the foreign
inisters also ageed to set up
a South Asian Development
Fuond.

The Foreign Ministers
agreed todav lo take steps to

l’rum- thbtel lhgum Khaleda Zia (R) and her Indmu wunteap{ul. PV "mm-:.imha I-Lm

ratily the South Asian Prefe-
rential Trading Arrangement
(SAPTA) by November 8, so
that it would become opera-
tional by December 8B —
SAARC's 10th anniversary.
SAARC officials said a key
objective of the group's meel-
ing was Lo kick-start the
stalled trade pact signed at the
last summit in 1993 in Dhaka.
The organisation groups
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Nepal,
the Maldives.
"Given the tardiness of ajl
SAARC countries in translating
intert! into action. only opti-

during the opening ceremony of the eighth South Asian Association for Regional Corpora-

tion (SAARC) summit yvesterday at New Delhi's Vigyan Bhaban.

Strengthen bonds to remove

— AFP /UNB photo ,

regional sorrows : Khaleda

NEW PEY HI. May 2: Oul-

] going SAARC chairperson and

Bangladesh Prime Minister
Beginm Khaleda Zia said here
loday that the member nations
of the association should stre-
ngthen their bonds and build
up mutual confidence to re-
move (heir diflerences for
bringing an end o the sorrows
of this region, reports BSS,

"We musl cooperate with
one another 1o assist SAARC
achieve ils aims. We cannol.
and mus! not detract fron our
purpose.” Begum Zia said at
the inaugural sessien ol the
elghth SAARC summit at the
Vigyan Bhaban heve.

The SAARC. Begum Zia
sald. had strengthened the
concepl that “we in South Asia
are a family.”

She. however. said that we
remain deeply divided and
there were ethnic. communal
and social divergences be-
Iween and within states.

Regretting thal dark forces
had at times Laken Lold of the

minds and hearts of e people
of the region. she said "They
had wrought death and de-
struction. They had plotted Lo
rip apart the fabric of our so-
cial unity and fed bigotry and
prejudices.”

SAARC. the Prime Minister
said, was founded to remove
sorrows of the people of the
South Asian region.

“Let summits such as this
provide the spark to light the
torch ol friendship and amity
in our region.” Beguum Zia said.

Earlier. Begum Zia formally
opened the eighth summil.

After the inaugural speech
by Indian Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao. the meeting
adopted the agenda of the
suinnut.

Be¢umm Zia conducted the
opening session till the elec-
tion of Narasimha Rao as the
chairman of the eighth SAARC
SUIMLML .

Bangladesh Pritne Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia steered the
seven-nation regional for two

years as its chairperson.

The inaugural session was
addressed also by the presi-
dent of the Maldives, Mau
moon Abdul Gayoom. Prime
Minister ol Nepal Man Mohan
Adhikari. President of Pakis-
tan Farooq Ahmad Khan Leg-
hari. President of 5ri Lanka
("handrika Bandaranaike Kuma-
ratunga and King of Bhutan
Jigme Singye Wangchuck.

The Priine Minister said
since Lthe Sevenith Sunanit in
Dhaka. the SAARC had ad-

dressed core economic issues
and taken the cooperation of
the member states io a quali-
tatively higher plane. The
South Asian Preferential Tra-
ding Arrangement (SAPTA).
she said. is well underway.

The mentber states, Begum
Zia said, must temper their
liberalisation policies with
their own values.

"We have o add a new pa-
rameter (0 our development
endeavours so that market

See Page 12 Col 4
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Sri Lanka and

8

mists will believe that SAPTA
will actually be in place by the
end ol this year.”
niic Times said today.
Differences surfaced today
in the opening speeches when

Pakistan called for a regional

accord on nuclear disarma-
ment — a starit! India opposes.

"We are hopeful the leader-
ship in South Asia will have the
vision to rise above local con-
siderations’ to ban nuclear we-
apons. said President Farooq
Leghari.

The remark was clearly
aimed L India. the only other
See Page 12 Col 7

Leaders firm
to attain
SAARC goal

NEW DELHI, May 2: The
Sout!i Asian Association for
Regioiial Cooperation (SAARC),
launnched in Dhaka nearly a
decade ago. moved a step fur-
ther today as the South.Asian
leaders opened their eighth
summit in this historic garden
city. pledging their strong
commitment to make the fo-
rum more purposeful, reports
B55.

The three-day summit be-
ing attended by the heads of
the state or governiment of all
the seven-memnber nations, is
expected o give fresh impetus
iu the on-going regional coop-
vration as the leaders in their
speeches in the inaugural ses-
<io1 expressed their firm ea-
verness o take the ferum to
the cherished objective for the

See Page 12 Col 3

India, Pakistan
to resume
Kashmir talks

NEW DELHI. Mav 2: Liddia
and Pakistan en Tuesday ag-
Feed Vo rEEThe talks o The
Kashmir dispute which have
made no progress since they
were held 18 months ago. re-
ports AP.

"Our outstanding problems
need to be resolved through
peaceful and not military
means,” Pakistan's President
Faroog Laghari told reporters
after a 45-minute meeting
with [ndian Prime Minister P
V Narasimha Rao in New Delhi.

The leaders of both nations
el lor the first time in two
years, India accuses Pakistan of
training and arming Muslim
secessionists in Kashuuir, a
charge Islamabad denies.

‘It is important to talk
about Kashmir and other issues
with India.” Laghari said but
clarified that no date has been
fixed for future meetings.

Primne Minister Rao said:
"We are open to reviving the
dialogue. There is no insur-
mountable barrier to resuming
1he talks.,
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Convenience

EC vows to ensure

free, fair polls

By Krishna P Roy

The newly appointed Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC]),
Justice A K M Sadeque. has
expressed his determination
to ensure an "unprecedented”
free and fair election.

"I know. the next general
elections would be very tough.
But 1 will make sure the polls
are {ree, lair and impartial,”
Justice Sadeque said in an ex-
clusive interview with The
Daily Star yesterday.

"I have no compulsion to
satisfy any quarter since I can-
not be terminated by anybody,

{ except a supreme judicial

council," before the comple-
tion of my five-year tenure,

"In accordance with the
Constitution, no body can also
re-appoint me to any post of
the stale. So. why-shall I not be
neutral since my job is doubly
guaranteed.,” the 65-year old
former Judge said. Justice
Sadeque retired as a Judge of
the High Court Division in
January this year.

"The election rules would
be enforced strictly to ensure
free and fair elections,” he
said. "And I shall also propose
more rules for the sake of im-
partial and peaceful elections.

The CEC further said, "Il
shall also iry to keep elections
free from the influence of arms
and black money.”

Asked whether it is possible
for the Election Commission to
hold free and fair polls with
the power it now enjoys, he
said. "ol course. it is possible.”

Terming his new job a
‘challenging one', the CEC said.
The next election. is not far
away. So il is a great respon-

sibility for me to a:ra.ngc ev-
erything within this short
time.” he said.

"It 8 a time-consuming
matter to register about 60

million voters, collecting all

details about #hem. The EC
would start registration of vot-
ers from may 25, Justice
Sade:que said.

He said a 'full-scale opera-
tion' for registration of voters
will begin simultaneously in all
the thanas and hearing for de-
limitation of constituencies
will begin on Mav 15,

Justice AKM Sadeque
Asked whether it is possible

lo prepare voters identity
cards before the next elec-

" tions. he said "No doubt, it is a

gigantic task but we have to do
it.”

Justice Sadeque was ap-
pointed CEC after his prede-
cessor Justice M A Rouf re-

See Page 12 Gol 8
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Manzur murder trial resumes May 17

Latif signs retraction

petition in court

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. May 2: The
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate.
Chittagong today adjourned the

hearing of the case relating to
the alleged 1981 murder of
Maj Gen Abul Manzur until May
17.

After a 75-minute session
of stormy arguments between
the defence lawyers and the
prosecution, represented by

Prayers for
rain today

The Ministry of Religious
Affairs will arrange [shtiskhar
pravers for rain today at the
National Eidgah in the city at
10:00 am. an official handout
said, reports BSS.

The pravers will be held in
view of the countrywide dra-
ught and hotspell which has
made normal life unbearable to
the people

+ the Assistant Commissioner,

Prosecution. CMM Matiur
Rahman set the fresh date and
ordered ‘the three accused
former army officials to be sent
back to the respective jails
where they were being held.

Earlier, after several post-
ponements, the three accused
— Maj Gen (retd) Abdul Latif,
Lt Col (retd) Shamsur Rahman
and Major Kazi Emdadul Haque
— were finally brought to
Chittagong from Dhaka,
Tangail and Comilla jails re-
spectively for being pmdutcd
in court.

While Shamsur Rahman and
Emdadul Haque were brought
to the court, situated atop the
Parir Pahar hillock here at
8:45 am Gen Latif was brought
from the Dhaka Central Jail in
a minibus under extra police
escort shortly before noon.

No sooner the court was

See Page 12 Col 4

Companies' Profits Act
may be amended

The goverpment is likely to
amend the Companies Profits

AWorkers Participation) Act.

1968 to allow the workers
drawing monthly salary of up
o Tk 9.000 enjoy the share of
a company's profit, reports

3

!

of the company for a
n[ not less Lthan six

The Banking Division of the
Ministry of Finance has already

prepared a proposal in this re-
gard and il is expected to be
placed before Lhe Cabinet
meeting soon for approval.

The proposal was made in
view of the rise in salary in re-
cent years which had deprived
many employees and workers
irom getting the benefit of the
fund.

Moreover different associa-
tions. labour trustee councils

and organisations requested
the authorities to change :
worker's definition to mninrp;
the age-old act with the chan-
ged Lime

The Ministry of Labour and
Manpower has given its con-
se1it for the amendment and

the finance minister has rec-
See Page 12 (ol B

May Day
observed

By Staff Correspondent

The historie May Day com-
memoraling the sacrifices
made by the workers in
( hicago city, USA. in 1886

that paved the way for estab-
lishing rights of the working
class was observed in
country Monday as elsewhere
in the world.

Different political. socio-
cultural and labour bodies
marked the day by holding
seminars, symposia and cul-
tural functions which pledged
afresh te uphold the dignity
and rights of the workers. The
contribution of the workers of
Chicago in fixing eight-hour
working duty for a labourer
was recalled on the occasion.

The day was a public holj
dayv. The nauonal dailies
brought out special supple-

Ser Page 12 Col |
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Awaini League chmt Shulkh Hnsma lddrl!lii‘.‘d a puhhl: “ﬂng at l,lldl‘h: Maidan in

Chittagong on May 1.

US trade ban on Iran

NEW YORK.
President Bill Clinion lale crn
Sunday accused lran of being
Lthe "pavymaster (o terrorisis
and sald he was cutting off all
US wade and mwvestment with
Tehran. including more than 4
billion dollars in oil purchases
annually. reports Reuter.

"My decision to impose this
embargo should make clear to
Iran and to the whole world
the w : determinauon
of the United States to do all
that we tan o arrest the be-
haviour and ambitions of that
nation”, Clinton said.

He charged that "lran has
broadened its role as inspira-
tion and pavmaster io terror-
isis. and there is nothing o

suggest that further engage-

mend will alter lran's course.’
The United States contends
that lran has been fostering
unres!t in the Middile East and
in other world trouble spots. It
alsco has been alarmed by deals
with Russia and China which
Washingion ferls would permit
Tehran te develop N-arms
‘I am formally announcing
my mtention to cut off all trade
and investmert with lran. and
lo suspend nearly all other
economic aclivity between our
two nations.” Clinton said in a
speech at a world Jewish
congress dinner in New York.
He said he would sign an
executive order later in the
week because | am conwvinced
that instituting a trade em-
bargo with fran is the most f-

lective way our nation can help
to « urb lran s drive Lo acguire
devastating weapons and its
contmued support for terrorist
activities.

The order would take eflect
30 days after Clinton signs it.

He said the niled States
woulld renew its eflorts to gen-
evate worldwide support for an
embargo on lran

Clinton said he would use
the June Economic Summil of
the world's seven leading in-
dustrial nations in Halifax,
Canada, to urge other coun-
tries io take similar actions.

He also vowed to use his
May summit with Russian
President Boris Yeltsin Lo op-
pose plans to sell two nuclear
reactors to Tehran.

Hasina starts
visit to 4 dists
today

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina leaves Dhaka
loday on a three-day visit to
the Jamalpur. Mymensingh,
Nelrakona and Kishoreganj
districts as part of her coumn-
try-wide campaign for early
general elections under a care-
Llaker government, reports
LUNB.

Hasina will address several
public meetings and wayside
rallies during the organisa-
tional tour to drum up public
support for her current anti-
government agitation.

Earlier, the Awami League

' chief ended a six-day extensive

tour of the Chittagong and
Cox's Bazar.

7 killed in incidents

Bv DMCH Correspondent

Al least lour persons were
killed. three reportedly com-
mitted suicide while another
lwo were injured in separate
incidents in the city and
Narayanganj during the last
two days.

A rickshaw-puller was
murdered by one of his rela-
tives at Bandar. Narayangan)
Monday. The victim identified
as Mohammad Israfil, 32, was
attacked by his brother-in-law
Golap at about 9 in the momn-
ing

Golap - hit lsrafil on his
head by a piece of wood.
Seriously injured Israfil was
rushed to the Narayangan|
Sadar Hospital and later
shifted to the Dhaka Medical

(DMCHI]
6 pm on the

College Hospital
where he died al
same day.

Relatives told that Isralfil
had been murdered due to
family feud.

A pedestrian aged about 65
was killed when a speeding
bus ran over himn at Rayerbagh
on the Chittagong road Mon-
day night

The victim was not imme
diately identified and was sent
to the DMCH where the at-
tending doctors declared him
dead.

In another incident, a mi-
nor boy was killed when he fell
froom a two-storted building at
West .Ulon under Gulshan po

See Page 12 Mol /A
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*5685Rolum

missing from
camps

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, May 2: A total
0l 5685 Rohingya refugees was
found missing during the head
count Sunday in the camps
they were sheltered.

According to official sources
here. 54479 Rohingya refugees
were found staying at the nine
cxisting camps in the district.
After the repatriation of
190713 refugees (o their
homeland Myvanmar, the num-
ber of remaining refugees was
supposed to be 60164. The
names of 250877 Rohingyas,

See Page 12 Col B

Afzal takes
oath as CJ

Justice Abu Taher Moham-
mad Afzal was sworn in as
Chief Justice [CJ] of the Sup-
reme Court of Bangladesh at a
simple ceremony Monday,
reports UNB.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas administered the oath
at Bangabhaban in the morn-
ing.

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia was present on the
OCCASION.

Afzal is the country's eighth
Chief Justice, two of whom had
the honour of running state af-
fairs as president.

He succeeded Justice
Mohammad Habibur Rahman,
who retired on Sunday.

See Pugde 12 Col 6

SC bar fetes
CJ Afzal,
M H Rahman

Newly-appointed Chief Jus-
tice Abu Taher Mohammad
Afzal vesterday said the people,
unlike in the past. now feel
hesitant to repose their confi-
dence in the country's judi-
ciary. reports UNB. .

"Let us be careful in [ulfill-
ing our responsibilities accord-
ing to our ropseience.” Justice
Alzal told a reception aecorded
to himr by the Supreme Court
Bar Association at its audito-

A ritvn in the afternoon.

The Bar also bid farewell to
vulgoing chief justice
Muhammad Habibur Rahman.

See Page 12 Col 6

Opposition’s protest
day tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent

The mainstream opposition
political parties, now agitating
for an early general election
under a non-party caretaker
administration, will observe a
‘Protest Day’ throughout the
country tomorrow.

The day will be observed
through rallies and proces-
sions in protest against the
BNFP government's non-accep-
tance of demand.

With the observance of the
‘Protest Day’, the Opposition’s
current phase of agitation pro-
grammes, announced sepa-
rately by the Awami League,
Jatjya Party and the Jamaat-e-
Islami on April 16 also to
protest Lhe price-hike of
essentials and the recent fer-
tiliser scandal, will come to a
conclusion.

These parties are expected
to declare another set of agita-
tion programmes shortly to
press for their demnnd ac-
cording to sources.

Int’] Press Freedom
Day today

By Staff Correspondent
The International Press
Freedom Day will be observed

|in the country today as else-

where in the world.

Declared by the United
Nations [UN) two years ago,
the day's theme this year is
“No to silence, No to death”.

In 1994, more than 100
media ssionals in the
world were killed in violence
while discharging their profes-
sional duties and more than
130 journalists are now being
held in jails.

In observance of the day
the Coordinating Council - for
Human Rights in Bangladesh

See Page 12 Col 6

CHT ceasefire
extended

Ceasefire in the three dis-

tricts in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts has been extended till
May 25, an official announce-

ment sail yesterday, reports

The Parbatya Chattagram
Janasanghati Samity (PCJSS)
has agreed to extend the cea-
sefire till May 25.

According to the earlier de-
cision of the Bangladesh gov-
ernment and the PCJSS the

current ceasefire period ends

! o May 5



