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The offices l‘.}f Che Duily St
will remain closed today on

the aceasion of the May Day.

There will. therefore, be
no issue of the daily tomo-
mow.

NEWS BRIEFS
Medici i
By Staff Correspondent

Contraband medicines
worth Taka 5.96.450 were
scized from a Pakistani na-
tional at the Zia International
Airport yesterday.

Customs officials said they
seized jour brands of medicine
— Primoluten. Matherzine and
Deanxite tablets and Mens-
irogen injection — from a han-
dbag of Md Fahiar Khan, who
flew in Dhaka on a Kathmandu-
Dhaka flight of the Singapore
Airtines (FQ-413) at 4 pm_

A departmental case was
regisiered in this connection.

Farmer run over

SIRAJGAN.)., Apr 30 A
farmer was run over by a truck
and killed at Chandaikopa vil-
lage in Raiganj thana this
moming. police said. The de-
peased. identified as Rahim
Box. 5i. of Raiganj. was hit by
a Bogra-bound ouck when he
was cressing the Nagarbari-
Bogra highway today. He died
on the spot, reports UNB.

100 new launch
ghats soon

The government has initi-
ated the process for setting up
100 launch ghats in the rural
areas at a cost of Taka 38
crore. it was statéd at a meet-
ing of the parliamentary stand-
ing commitiee on the Ministry
of Shipping held at the
Sangsad Bhaban yesterday. The
meeling presided owver by the
Shipping Minister M K Anwar
was also informed that the
government had taken anether
programme projeet on priority
for setting up 200 laynch ghats
ot a cost of Taka 75 crore. re-
ports BSS

BAISHAKH 18, 1402 BS,

DHAKA

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday cautioned
that exiernal development as-
sistance is going to dry up in
the near future and the coun-
try would increasingly have to
rely on domestic resources.

"We have to increase do-
mestic resource mobilisation
as within the next two to three
years overseas development
assistance (ODA) would stop
comming.” he told representa-

tives of the private sector at-

tending a pre-budget consulta-
tive meeting with officials of
the National Board of Revenue
(NBRJ.

The minister sought coop-
eration of the private sector in
gearing up internal resource

mobilisation while assuring

them ol government coopera-
tion in creating an enabling

ars.

Cnrrespondent
business environmernt.

"You are taking a lot of risk
and putting in lot of hard
work. We want to help you, but
al the same time the govern-
ment also has to (function).”
he said.

The.donors are now telling
the developing countries to
rely on their internal re-
sources, Rahman, who just re-
lurned from the Paris Aid
Consortium meeting, said. "In
such a situation. we have to
fully rely on local resource.”

He pointed out that the re-
duction of food aid has already
put pressure on the exchequer
on account of food imports this

year,

tance by 2.1 lakh tons.

“We need huge funds for in-
[rastructural development, but

as one donor country
alone reduced its food assis-

ODA to dry up in two
tothreey

Saifur

money {rom outside is a scarce
commodity,” the minister
noted while pointing out that
external funds may only come
in the form of private invest-
ment provided a congenial po-

litical climate exists in the

country.

Rahman acknowledged that
to create a congenial business
environnment the government
has to provide appropriate in-
trastructural support to the
private sector while social co-
hesion and equilibrium is
needed to improve the law and
order situation. "Political con-
sensus can resolve many of our
problems,” he added.

He appealed to the business
community to take the eco-
nomic reality of the country
into account while seeking tax

See Page 12 Col 1

Dlpluuu nurses hmught out a procession in the city vester- -

day in ﬁuppm*t of their demands.

— Star photo

6-point resolution

BNP confce calls
for dialogue to
end impasse

The Dhaka divisional con-
ference of the ruling Ban-
gladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
Lhat ended on Saturday night
has adopted a six-point
resolution. including call for
ending the current political
impasse through dialogue. re-
ports UNB.

Brieling newsmen at the
party’s central office last
night, Chairman of the confer-
ence preparatory committee
and Food Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan said the rep-
resentatives’ meet expressed
dallout support to the Prime
Minister's offer for dialogue to
resolve the crisis created by
Lhe Opposition.

Flanked by BNP's Dhaka
division organising secretary
Chowdhury Akmal Ibne Yusui
and Jubo Dal President Mirza
Abbas, MP. the Food Minister
elaborated the proceedings of
(the Saturday's Hare Road
meeting.

Bhuivan., who is also the
BNF Joint Secretary, said that
the representatives had free
ind fronk exchange of views
and adoepled the resolutions to

strengthen the party and in-
Scc Page 12 Col 6

City's water demand rises by 1cr
litre a day but supply static

rhe daily water regquire-
ientin last six mwiiths in the
city has increased by one crore
litre. raising the supply short-
lall to 53 crore litre. which
lurther aggravated the water
risis.

The daily water production
and supply of WASA remained
stalic at 76 crore litres against
the demand of 129 crore litre.
The actual delivery Lo the sub-
scribers is much less due 1o a
high rate of system loss, about
41 per cent in WASA's count.

The current crisis took a
serious turn as hand-tubewells
failed to pump out water at
many places in the metropolis
cdue to fall in ground water
level in the midst of an unusual
drought

A WASA ([Water and

Swerage Authority) source told
UNB yesterday that in many
residendial areas water crisis
became acute as a few
uluential” people, by using
punips. were sucking water
irom the main supply lines il-
legally .

According 1o WASA s esli-

mate. in lasi six months the
city's population rose by two
lakh. taking the total to 72
lakh.

The only source of WASA's
water is underground reserve,
| 89
everyday.
Besides. there is guite a good
number of deep tubewells in-
slalled privately. but that num-
ber is not known to WASA,

which is being lifted by
deep tubewells

dlthough installing a deep
tubewell requires permission
frean it

All the multi-storied hous-

ing complexes in

own deep lubewells.

A distances of 2,000 feet is
required from one deep-iube-
which is not
the source

well to another.
being maintained,
said. This fault is also con

tributing o the aggravation of
4/l pushing down

the crisis
the ground water level.

the city,
Dhaka University, Engineering
University, govermnument houses
and other mulu-storied com-
mercial buildings have their

Meanwhile. due to shortage
ol its vehicles. WASA has made
aln emergency arrangement
with the Fire Brigade for
emergency water supply to ils
subscribers.

To meet 1he increasing
deniand. it alse went for in-
lerim arrangement Lo install
50 more deep tubewells in the
city by June. Some 10 deep
lubewells have already been in-
stalled and work for installing
40 others is underway, said
the source. With the comple-
tion of installing 50 deep
tubewells, 16 crore litre of wa-
ter will be added to the pre-

sent supply, the spurce main-
tained.

New deep tubewells under
the interim project will be in-
stalled in the most crisis areas
like Kalyanpur., Salimullah
Road in Mohammadpur, Shah-
jahanpur and few other places.

WASA has also taken up
Chandnighat Water Treatment
Plant. the only surface water
treatiment plant,

Public awareness needed

to control malaria

By Staff Correspondent

Malaria cannot be eradi-

{ cated lotally, but it can be con-

trolled through proper treat-
ment al proper tume. Lthe
Director General (DG) of
health said yesterday.

We have enough medicine
and treatment. What is needed
new is creation of awareness
among the people about the
disease.” said the DG. Prof A K
Shamsuddin Siddiqy, aL a
press conference.

Expressing concern over
reports of increasing number
of malaria cases, he said the
autherities were prepared to
tackle the situation.

Bangladesh is once again
facing an increase in the num-
ber of people suffering from
malaria particularly in the

forested and hilly border areas.

“We cannot eliminae

Nux of malaria vectors from the
said Dr
egtor of

ether side of border.”
Zakir Hossain, Dir

Primary Health-care and
Disease Control
But he said they had

enough medicine to face the
disease though there might be
some mMmsmanagementi in dis
tributing those The people
had to be alerted about the
discase so that they loock for
medical services, he said.

He said the disease that
seemed vangquished was mak-
ing a romeback and millions
around the world were sufier-
ing and dying “We have identi-
fied a new malaria parasite
strains for which malaria con-
trol has become even more
difficult.” he said. The DDT
powder was no more effective
e destroy the vectors. he

malaria completely with all our added.
! might as there is chance of in-

See Page 12 Col 3

3 Janata Bank
officials get

10 years' RI

Three Janata Bank officials
have been sentenced to 10
years rigorous imprisonment
each for misappropriating
bank money amounting to Tk
| 80,000, reports UNB.

Divisional Special Judge M
Ansaruddin Sikder on Saturday
also fined them to pay Tk
50,000 each. in default to suf-
fer another two years' Rl.

The convicts are senior
cer Karimul Hague, 50, and of-
ficer Rabiul Hossain, 50 — all
of the Janata Bank, Postogola
Branch. :

- According to the prosecu-
tion case, accused . in
collusion with his co-accused.
opened an aecount with the
sald branch in the name of a
fake person and misappropri-
ated Tk 1.80.000 by creating
lalse documents and showing
false entry

MONDAY, MAY 1, 1995

Eid-ul-Azha
on May 11

The holy Eid-ul-Azha, the
second religious festival of the
Muslim Ummah, will be cele-
brated in the country on May
11, reports UNB.

The National Moon Sighting
Commilttee took the decision
al.- a meeting at the Islamic
Foundation office on the basis
of information receive from
different district administra-
tions and the foundation's of-
fices that the moon, marking
the beginning of the month of

Zilhajj. was not sighted any-

where in the country yester-

Religious Affairs Minister
Keramat All, who is also the
President of the Committee,
presided over the meeting,

The month of Zilhajj begins
tomerrow as the Zilgad ends.
today.

Hasina dismisses
PM's remarks

COX'S BAZAR, Apr 30:
Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina today reiterated that
the Prime Minister must re-
sign 90 days ahead of the elec-
tions and handover power Lo a
neutlral caretaker government
to conduct [ree and fair voting,
reports UNB.

Addressing a public meet-
ing at Pekua in Chokoria thana
this afternoon. Hasina dis-
missed the Prime Minister's
reported remarks about resig-
nations 90 days before election
being unconstitutional.

She said Parliament can be '

dissolved 90 days before elec-
tion as per Constitution and
the proposed caretaker gov-
ernment will be there for the
interin period to conduct
election and look afier the rou-

See Page 12 Col 4
Biswas leaves

for UK May 5

By Staff Correspondent

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas leaves Dhaka on May 5
on @ J0-day. efficial _visit 1o
Britain.

The President would pay
the visit at the invitation of the
British government to attend
the official programmes in
commemoration of the 50th
anmiversary of Victory in World
War Il.

This is the first official trip
ol the President oulside the
country since taking office in

See Page 12 Col 6

Hartals losing

support,
survey says
By Staff Correspondent

A sample survey vesterday
revealed that hartals had a
negative impact on urban peo-
ple whose dislike of such tac-
Lics Lo press demands was on
the rise.

A survey of 100 service-
men, students., businessmen,
professionals and labourers of
Dhaka said 81 per cent of the
respondents spoke against
hartals agreeing that these had
adverse impacts on their lives.

Yet, they said, limited and
peaceful use of the hartal could
be an effective political weapon
in realising rightful demands,
the survey said.

Conducted by a group of
students ol the International
Relations Department of Dhaka
University., (he survey was
aimed at weighing people's
perception about hartals and
what they thought were good
alternatives.

Representing diverse eco-
nomic and social backgrounds,

See Page 12 Col 3
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- bodies have planned pro-

_grammes to mark the day.

it inin 2 e

By Staff Correspondent

Historic May Day will be ob-
served throughout the country
today as elséwhere in the
world to uphold the dignity of
labour and rights of the work-
ing class.

The day is a public holiday.

. ‘Different labour organisa-
tions, political parties and so-
cio-cultural and professional

Editorial on Page 4

e

These include discussions, ral-
lies and processions.

Besides, Bangladesh Telévi-
sion and the Radio Bangladesh

. will air special programmes

while the newspapers will
publish features highlighting
the significance of the day.

 On this day in 1886, some
American bread factory work-
ers died in police shooting in
Chicago's lamous Hay Market

See Page 12 Col 8

_Qelhi summit begin-s tOMOIrow
'SAARC states must
beat protectionism'

NEW DELHL Apr 30: India
said today thal a South Asian
suminil meeting this week
should boost regional coopera-
tion to beal growing protec-
tionism against developing
countries despite a new global
trade regime. reports Reuter.

Indian External Affairs
Minister Pranab Mukherjee
asked the foreign ministers of
the seven-meimmber South Asian
Association for Regional

Ninth summit
in Male

NEW DELHI, Apr 30: The
foreign ministers of the SAARC
countries today agreed that the
next and ninth summit of the
SAARC Jeaders will be held in™
the Maldives, capital of Male,
reports BSS.

Conference sources said
that no dates for the summit
have been fixed and the lead-
ers are expected to take a de-
cision in this regard.

The eighth summit begin-
ning here on May 2 will take a
decision about the dates of the
next summit.

Cooperation (SAARC) to resist
moves by the rich nations to
raise 'non-trade issues” against
the developing countries.

"As you are aware, regional
cooperation is increasingly be-
coming a dynamic instrument
of promoting economic growth
and development,” Mukherjee
said, ahead of a May 2-4 SAARC
Summit in New Delhi.

"The international trading
system has brought about new
challenges in the wake of the
conclusion of the Uruguay
Round of multilateral trade ne-
gotiations and the establish-

ment of the World Trade -
-Organisation” Mukht:rj:t said.

But. he added: "Despite op-
portunities, barriers of proiec-
Lonism against exports of de-
veloping' countries persist.
and. in fact, {we} face the
threat of new barriers in the
name of non-trade issues.

"Optimising regional poten-
tial has become a central strat-
egy in many regions of the
world,” he said. "We should not
be left behind in the dynamic
transformation taking place in

See Page 12 Col 1

12  PAGES - PRICE TAKA

May Day today

New CJ takes
‘oath today

By Staff Correspondent
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Vote BNP to safeguard
democracy: Khaleda

MIRPUR (Kushtia), Apr 30:
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia today urged the people to
renew their mandate in favour
of her party for safeguarding
independence and democracy
and maintaining the current
trend of development, reports
UNB.

It has been proved that con-
tinuity of democracy can
change the lot of common man
and ensure development of the
courntry, she said addressing a
mammoth public meeting at
the Thana Parishad ground
here and urged the people to
give right decision in the com-
ing polls.

She said the opposition par-
iles resorted to destryctive
activities because they did not
want development of the coun-
try. and urged the people to
withdraw their support from
those who believe in destruc-
tion and arson.

The Prime Minister said
her government had suc-
ceeded in placing the country
lo a dignified position in the

s e e = - =

world comity, and siressed ihe
need for further consolidating
the current position for the
interest of the nation.

She said her government
had been implementing mas-
sive development programmes
throughout the country. but
the development efforts were
being hampered due to fre-
quent call for hartal, siege and
blockade.

Begum Zia told the people

that transportation of con-
struction materials and other
necessary goods was lacing
serious obstruction due to
shutdown enforced by the op-
position parties. "Peace is im-
perative for the implementa-
tion of development pro-
grammes.”
* "If you (people} want to de-
velop the country, if you want
to educate your children, give
s your support severing rela-
tions with those who believe in
destruction.” the Prime
Minister said.

Referring 1o water crisis in

See Page 12 Col 8

A young girl yawns as she watches the parade yesterday marking the 20th anniversary of the

end of the Vietnam War alongside Vietnamese whAr veterans.

— AFP/UNB phto

Justice A T M Afzal will
take ovath today as the 8th

Chief Justice of the Supreme

Court of Bangladesh.
President Abdur Rahman

‘Biswas will administer the oath

at Bangabhaban this morning,
Justice Afzal succeeds

Justice Mohammad Habibur
Rahman, who retired yesterday

“after serving as chief justice

since February 1 last.

. Newly-appointed Chief
Justice Abu Taher Md Afzal (A
T M Afzal) is scheduled to
continue in the position until -
May 31, 1999 when he should
retire on reaching the age of
65.

Born on June 1, 1934, AT
M Alzal passed the matricula-
tion examination from the

See Page 12 Col 7 |

CEC seeks

cooperation
By Staff Correspondent

Newly-appointed Chief Ele-
ction Commissioner (CEC)
Justice A K M Sadeque has
sought cooperation of the po-
litical parties in the Election

Commission's on-going task’ of
voters' rcgislratlun and

when two delcgatlanu D

4+ Lelt Democratic Front, an al-

liance ol eight left-leaning po-
litical parties, and the

Bangladesh Peoples Party met
him to submit separately their
memoranda, each containing a

25-point proposal.

The memoranda suggested
See Page 12 Col 6

Trade & Investment
Promotion wing at
Foreign Ministry

The government has set up
a new wing at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to promote
trade and investment, a
spokesman of the Ministry said
vesterday, reports BSS.

The Trade and Investment
Promotion (TIP) wing of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
would act as facilitator to pro-
mote trade and investment,
the spokesman said.

The functions of the new
wing, he said, would include
coordination . with the
Bangladesh missions abroad,

See Page 12 Col 4

Killing of pro-BNP
activists : 6 held

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 30: Six
persons were arrested im con-
nection with yesterday's
of two pro-BNP political ac-
tivists at Pagla under Fatullah
thana.

Humayun Kabir and Abu
Siddig Bhutio were shot dead
during clashes between
porters of the BNP and the
Awami League.

Police failed to give political
identity ol those arrested.
They are: Monir, 22, Abdul

~ Pee Page 12 Col 3

Hartal observed
in Narsingdi

NARSINGDI. Apr 30: A

dawn-to-dusk hartal, called by
a ruling party

feud between the supporters of
two BNP MPs in the town.
An all-party protest rally

waunl-nhﬂdltthtw

bus stand this afternoon.
Speaking at the rally,
Shamsuddin Ahmed MP was
bitterly critical of police for
not taking any action when his
son Masud was killed by the
miscreants in their presence.
He demanded immediate
arrest of the killers and
warned of serious repercus-
sions if the miscreants were

spared by anybody,




