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A Look At Dhaka Libraries

At a seminar recently held
under the auspices of the
Centre For Development
Research. Bangladesh (CDRBJ,
valuable information was made
available about existing M-
braries in Dhaka. Salient fea-
tures of such information are
noted below in broad outlines.

The existing libraries are
divided into the following cat-
egories: (il University Libraries
(ii} Learned Societies and
Museums [ili) National and
Public Libraries and [iv)
Specialised Libraries.

University Libraries: Dhaka
| Iniversity Library has a collec-
tion of many rare books and
manuscripts in Sanskrit,
Bangla, Urdu. Persian and
Arabic. The manuscripts col-
lection is one of the richest in
the Indo-Bangladesh sub-con-
tinent. This richness is evident
from the manuscripts on a
wide variety of subjects.

The manuscripts at Dhaka

University libraries are being

preserved with modern meth-
ods including temperature
control, lamination and micro-
filming., etc. Jahangirnagar
University and Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology libraries have re-
spectable collections to sup-
port their academic pro-
grammes. Both are relatively
new. Therefore, their collec-
lions consist of recent materi-

als to spupport their academic

needs. Both are service ori-

ented and have devised ways to

make their research materials
more accessible to the stu-
dents and faculty.

Learned Societies and

Museums: (i) Asiatic Society of

Bangladesh came into being
after the Bangladesh War of
Independence. Its library con-
tains 7.000 highly specialised
rare titles. It also has over
3000 manuscripts in Urdu,
Persian and Arabic.

(ii) Bangla Academy Library

has a total collection of 80,000

By ASM Nurunnabi
volumes, Number of bound vol-
umes of newspapers 1s be-
tween 35,000 to 40,000 in-
cluding long runs ol important
early 20th century Muslim ori-
ented papers, i.e. Millat,
Anguar and Dhumketu. The
manusecript collection consists
of 2,600 items.

National Museum Library: It
has a rich collection of over
30,000 monographs, some
rare anid dating back to the
18th century on various sub-

jects such as art, archaeology.

history, muselogy. culture.
natural history and conserva-
tion, etc. The library has three
special collections: (i) over
100 audio casettes of inter-
views with prominent living
leaders in various fields il.e.
politics, social sciences and
develo nt, etc. (il) Around
300 files of original docu-
ments, newspaper cuttings, ar-
ticles. interviews on the War of
Independence. (iii) 1,800
manuscripts in Bangla, Sans-
krit, Persian and Urdu. _

National and Publie Lib-
raries: This library system has
one main Central Library in
Dhaka, four division libraries in
Rajshahi, Chittagong, Khulna
and Barisal. The total collec-
tion of the system is over
700,000 volumes. The library
has received some important
collections from Dhaka Balda
Museum and Dinajpur
Maharaja libraries.

The National Library is a
depository of publications un-
der the copyright law. Its col-
lection exceeds 200,000 vol-
umes.

The National Archives of
Bangladesh: Established in

1983, it is responsible for
preservation and maintenance

of government records, acqui-
sition and preservation of pri-
vate collections, acquisition of
government printed materials,
organisation of archival library.
Its collection is unique and
comprises District Records
Government Secretarial Reco-

departments and

organised:

rds, Divisional Commissioners’
office records old newspapers.
press clippings and old maps.
Specialised Libraries: There
are many specialised libraries
in their respective areas of
specialisation, the more im-
portant of which are of the
following organisations: 1)
Community Development. 2)
Bangladesh Institute of Inter-
national and Strategic Studies.
3) Centre on Integrated Rural
Development for Asia and the
Pacific. 4) International Centre
for Diarrhoeal Disease Re-
search. Bangladesh. 5) Bang-
ladesh Institute of Develop-
ment Studies. 6) Bangladesh

Agricultural Research Council.

7) Bangladesh National Sci-

entific and Technical Docu-

mentation Centre. B8) Civil

Aviation Authority of Bang-

ladesh. 9) National Press Club
10) Centre for Development
Research, Bangladesh. These
libraries are trying to serve
their clientele effectively, but
are serious limitations of
staff training, funding and lack

of modern technological know-

how and equipment. They are,
however. leading the way Lo
overcome these difficulties.

All specialised libraries are
using Computers and CD-
Databases. Xeroxing. micro-
filming and information shar-
ing at the national and inter-
national levels to varying de-
grees.

Conclusion: Libraries of
Dhaka have rich collections of
rare books. manuscripts and

reports of various gnvcmmﬂlﬂut
: t

these collections are not well
there are serious
problems of space, lack of
trained staff and funding.

Some progress has, how-
ever, been made in creating
local computer data bases and
sharing and exchanging of in-
formation at the local, national
and international level, but it is
not ﬂﬂu{ﬂ'l.

SAPTA to be high on agenda
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submitted a list of 71 items for
tariff concessions from India
under the SAPTA and 34 items
at hilateral level. Dhaka also
wants entry of these ilemns into
India al zero duty.

India. according to available
information. has also submit-
ted a list of 121 items for taritl
concessions from Bangladesh
under the SAPTA.

Aimong the items submitted
by Bangladesh for tariff con-
cessions from India include
chemical fertiliser, electronic
products, leather and leather
goods, books and periodicals,
raw jute, jute carpets, agricul-
tural products, tea, fresh fruits
and dry fish.

The two-day meeting of the
SAARC council of foreign min-
isters that begins in New Delhi
tomorrow prior to the summit
is also expected to approve a
new area of technical coopera-
tion among the member-
states, concerning conven-
tional and renewable energy. If

adopted, this would be the
" 13th area of technical coopera-
tion among the SAARC states.

The next summit is likely
lo approve recommendations
for strengthening ol the
SAARC Secretariat located in
Kathmandhu so that it could
effectively coordinate the pro-
lileration of SAARC related ac-
tivities both at the government
and non-governmental levels.
The office of the organisation's
Secretarv General is also ex-
pected to receive a much more
emphasis.

The progress made by the
SAARC nations in the field of
poverty alleviation is likely to
be highlichted at the summit.
Country papers may be pre-
sented on the activities of the
nations of the region in the
sphere of poverly elimination.

Another issue that is likely
to come up is the extension of
the visa exemption list for
more calegories of people,
particularly government offi-
cials. At present. three cate-
gories — MPs. Judges and VCs
enjoy the tacility:

The leaders who wonld be
meeting at the summit would
also review the overall pro-
gress of the decade old or-

vanisation launched in Dhaka
in Decemiber, 1985.

Besides the normal official
programmes. a major aspect of
the summit will be the bilat-
eral meetings between tLhe
SAARC leaders taking place in
the sidelines. At these meel-
ings, the participating leaders
are likely to discuss some of
the outstanding issues with
their neighbours.

The second-day of the
sumumit which provides a full-
day retreat at Simla will pro-
vide an .ideal atmosphere for
laking wup bilateral issues. a
source said.

The summit is expected to
come oul with a Delhi Decla-
ration on its concluding day on
May 4.

The Bangladesh delegation
led by Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia. who is./also cur-
rent Chairperson of the
SAARC. would be leaving for
New Delhi on May 2. She is
expected Lo hand over the
chairmanship to Indian Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao al the
inaugural ceremony of the
suminit at New Delhi's Biggyan
Bhaban.

Head-count of
Rohingyas Sunday

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR. Apr 28: The
authorities will hold on Sunday
a day-long head-count of
Rohingya refugees now living
in nine camps here.

Officials say. some 200 offl-
cials will conduct the census of
an estimated 60,164 relugees.
The objective is to ascertain
their actual number.

- So lar, 1.90.344 refugees
have gone back to Lheir homes
in Myanmar. the officials said.
Dry spell
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During the last couple of
days. mercury plummeted by
several degrees in the city, he
added.

According to Sazedur
Rahman, the highest tempera-
ture in Dhaka in the last four
years were as follows:

- 1992: 39.2 degree ‘mcurdcd

on April 4.

1993: 37.0 degree recorded
n April 8

1994: 37.6 degree recorded
on April 14

1995 (till April 28) : 39 de-
gree recorded on April 25.

According to Met office, the
maximum temperature recor-
ded in the country since 1952
was 45.1 degree in 1972 in
Rajshahi. -

The highest temperature in
Dhaka was 42.3 degree on
April 30, 1960,

However, there are other
aspects of the current heat
wave. The vanishing greens ol

the country are surely one of

the main reasons behind our
sufferings.' an expert noted.

Besides. the falling ground
water level had also warmed
up the ‘eountry, according to
experts.

From Page 1
Hospital. :

Azam sustained injury as he
was accompanying his sister,
an examinee of the lst year
honours admission test of
"Gha" unit held at the Il cam-
pus at 4 pm today.

Three other seriously in-
jured were hospitalised. Mota-
leb. a Masters final year stu-
dent of Accounting, was admi-
tted to Jhenidah sadar hospital
while Tutul. a 2nd year student
ol Public Administration, and
Meem. a lst year student of
Management, were admitted

.| to the Kushtia sadar hospital,

The clash between the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal and
the Islami Chhatra Shibir
erupted on Lhe campus al
about 4:30 pm during the 1st
year honours admission test
following an altercation.

Earlier at noon, the activists
of JCD and Shibir exchanged
hot words in the dining roomn
of Ziaur Rahman Hall over a

2 Khulna Shibir
. leaders held

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA. Apr 28: Police ar-
rested two Shibir leaders from
the BIT campus today.

They are Muradul Hossain,
secretary of the city unit of the
Islami Chhatra Shibir, and
Shawkat Hossain, president of
the BL College unit of the
party.

They are accused in the
Azad murder case. Azad, the
secretary of the city unit of the
JCD, was gunned down on
February 26 near the Daulatpur
bus stand.

The city Jamaal leader have
demanded uncondilional re-

4 lease of the Shibir leaders.

Guardian killed at IU

minor incident.

During the hour-long clash,
hoth sides useed guns and ex-
ploded some 40-50 home-
made bombs, campus sources
said. )

Injured Motaleb was said to
be an activist of Shibir who
also claimed that one of their
activists, Shanewaz, was miss-
ing after the clash.

. The admission test,
ever, was uninterrupted.

The University Adminis-
tration suspended all classes
and examinations scheduled

how-

for tomorrow.

The decision came from an
emergency meeting of the
administration held this
evening with Prof Akinuddin,
Dean of the Sharia Faculty, who
is holding the current charge
of VC.

SPGRC threatens
self-immolation

Pakistan government has
shelved the repatriation sus-
pended on lame excuses of
shortage of funds and housing,
-the SPGRC leader said, ex-
pressing his dismay over the
repatriation issue.

He also highlighted the
plight of some 2.38 lakh
Stranded Pakistanis - also
known as the Biharis - lodged
in 66 camps across Bangladesh
since 1971.

Referring to Begum Zia's
recent visit to Pakistan, Nasim
said that she had failed to con-
vince and pursue Benazir
Bhutto to get the repatriatiép
process underway as par the

joint declaration of August 12. -

1992,

The threat was given by
Nasim Khan, the Chiefl Patron

of SPGRC.

rally in city May 6
By Staff Correspondent

The Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Committee has pla-
nned an anti-communalism
and anti-fundamentalism pro-
cession in the on May 6
to mark the 66th birthday of
its founder-convenor late
Jahanara Imam.

Family members of the
martyrs of the War of Libera-
tion in 1971, intellectuals and
noted personalitiées will take
part in the procession.

The Committee deferred its
programme from the actual
birthday of Jahanara Imam on
May 3 due to non-availability of
an auditorium where it earlier
planned a memorial lecture.

Now, .all functions will be
held at the Teachers-Students
Centre (TSC) of the Dhaka
University.

A meeling of the central
executive committee of the
Nirmul Committee yesterday
also decided to award gold
medals to an individual and anr
organisation for special contri-
butions to the on-going cam-
paign against the war criminals
of the liberation war.

Chairpersort of the National
Public Trial and Chief Adviser
of the Nirmul Committee
Begum Sufia Kamal will attend
the function as chief guest.

The function will be
rounded off with a discusslon
and a cultural soiree.

Hasina
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giving lip service 1o democ-
racy. saving that all its actions
and attilude were autocratic.
She mentioned the killing ol
farmers, workers, students,
businessmen and others dur-
ing the four vears of the BNP
rule.

“They (BNP) even snatched
away the right of resignation of
the opposition MPs," Hasina
said adding that the opposition
members were compelled to
(quit Parliament. "We resigned
Irom Parliament as we did not
wanl to be a party to corrup-
tion of the government.”

She accused the Prime
Minister ol allowing her rela-
tives, ministers and partymen
lo make money through cor-
ruption. “They have plundered
the country's economy.” she

alleged.

Blaming the BNP VEern-
ment for creating fertiliser

crisis, Hasina said it was done
deliberately to allow the par-
lymen to make money before
the election.

She also alleged that the
present government had
closed down some 5,000 mills
and factories, and thrown
thousands of workers out of

job.

Referring to the parly's
economic policy, the Awami
League chief said: "We want to
generate employment and in-
crease production by setting
up new mills and factories.”

The meeting at the Anwara
High School ground was
presided over by Abul Kalam
Chowdhury while the other at
the Pativa Rahat Ali High
School ground was chaired by
Shamsuddin Ahmed.

BNP Confce
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their seats at the conference
venue by 8 am today. Besides,
it asked the presidents and
secretaries of the district
committees to submit the list
of delegates of their respective

~ districts.

No delegate will be allowed
lo enter at the meeting place
without card. the press release
saidl.

ROK gas explasmn

after hearing uf ges.

Police and gas workers
were practically chased out of
one hospital as mothers and
relatives beat and shouted at
them.

Investigators were trying to
determine what caused a bro-
ken gas pipe.

- The national news agency
Yonhap, reporting that excava-

- tors were being used near the

gas line, suggested workers
" may have accidentally damaged
it.

- Construction worker Suh
Man-kyo heard a loud boom
and was thrown in the air.

Cars were mangled and
crushed like paper cups.
Bloodied clothes, schoolbags
and textbooks were scattered
helter-skelter.

The explosion blew off and
scattered metal sheets that
were serving as a lemporary
four-lane road for a 300-meter
stretech of the construction
site. :
The sheets, each weighing
about 280 kilograms, were
found strewn atop buildings
and houses as far as 50 meters

-‘tuth Korean President
Kim Young-sam called the ex-

#n-oen the result of unspeci-
ed “"carelessness.,” Prime

Minister Lee Hong-koo visited
the site and to the
victims, their relatives, the
city and the nation.

The government called up
soldiers and reservists for the
rescue efforts, and set up an
emergency disaster headquar-
ters. It also ordered safety
checks of gas pipes in other
large cities.

l’t'atr
station in Colombo vesterday demanding an end to the

renewed ethnic-bloodletting.

dfli"-.l&l‘w Li'l Fﬂf.‘ll'lhll'dtt‘ outside the
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— AFP photo

LTTE may try bomb attacks
on May Day, warn police

COLOMBO, Apr 28: Police
have warned Sri Lankans thal

May Day parades could be’

marred by Tamil rebel violence
un Monday. but only one of the
celebrations has been can-
celled. reports AP.

Political parties and labour
unions often celebrate the na-
tional holiday with major ral-
lies in many cities, even
though Sri Lanka has been
fighting with the Tamil gueril-
las for 11 years and that some-
times leads (o terrorist at-
tacks.

Two years ago., President
Ranasinghe Premadasa was as-
sassinated by a suicide bomber
while leading a May Day pro-
cession in Colombo, and police
blammed Tamil militants.

In November another sui-
cide bomber killed Gamini
Dissanayake, a presidential
candidate, and 57 other peo
ple at a campaign rally.

Last week, the rebels broke
off a three-month cease-fire
with the government and

ended six months of peace
talks. and heavy fighting with
the military has resulted.

President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga. who has criticised
Lhe rebels for breaking off the
cease-fire, says the insurgents
are now trying to assassinate
her. She has not said whether
she will address her People's
Alliance coalition's May Day
rally on Monday.

Police spokesman Trelawny
de Silva said on Friday: "There
will be no restrictions on ral-
lies. But we are asking the
public to be vigilant since it is
possible the Tigers may try
bomb attacks.”

Political parties and union
leaders are planning major ral-
lies in several cities, and they
often include native drummers
and dancers as well as thou-
sands of flag-waving spectators.

A lew private companies
and sports clubs also plan to
hold small rallies for publicity
on May Day.

| this programmes,"

Donors lauded progress
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countries) did not get much
support from the donors,”

Satfur Ralunan said.

Bangladesh got a 1.95 hil-
lionn US dollar aid pledge from
the donors for fiscal 1995-96
at the three-day meeting that
ended Wednesday.

In reply to a gquestion why
the pledged aid is less than
that of the previous year, the

Finance Minister said "we
should gradually lessen de

dence on foreign aid and de-
vole ourselves Lo internal re-

source mobilisation.”

No country should be per:
petually dependent on loreign
aid, he said, adding "our inten-
tion is to achieve self-reliance."
Moreover, the global aid cli-
mate is not very sound and it
could not be a continued pm—
cess, he added.

Saifur Rahman said some
five billion dollar assistance
was still in the pipeline to con-
tinue the ongoing development
programnmes in the country.

Responding Lo a question
on declining food aid, the
Finance Minister said "they
slashed food aid globally be-
cause of their internal prob-
lem.”

But it should not be a mat-
ter of major concern because
the country has enoughforeign
exchange reserve to procure
food in case of any shortfall, he
said.

Saifur Rahman said the
country has, attained near suf-
ficiency' in food but since our
agriculture is still dependent
on nature, last year's drought
hampered production.

He, however said the
Islamic Development Bank
(IDB) has assured of providing
additional food assistanee, if
necessary.

The Ald Group has indi-
cated availability of US dollars
130 million food aid for
Bangladesh during fiscal 1995-
96 a drop by 20 million dol-
lars from the previous years.

Regarding the decrease in
commodity aid, Saifur Rahman
said "we did not ask for more
commodity aid.”

"What we need now is pro-
ject assistance for water sup-
ply, power, rural infrastruc-
ture, railways, roads and high-
ways," he said.

The government's main
thrust would be on poverty al-
leviation, education and devel-
opment for women, the minis-
ter said. "Our pro-poor devel
opment programmes already
earned appreciation from the
donors and we should enlarge
he added.

He also said that the lood
[or educaton programme drew
attention from many develop-
ing countries. "Now we should
expand It to the rural areas,’

He said that "we should also
Hicrease private sector in
vestment.”

Regarding the political im-
passe. Saifur Rahman said
pﬂﬂtl(‘d] crisis inside a coun-
try is a family quarrel. If we sit
iugcther ‘the matter would be
resolved.” he said.

The Finarice Minister said
the reform programmes and
development projects are not
'influenced’ by the ruling party.

The Finance Minister
showed to newsmen two sepa-
rate copies of memoranda
submitted to the chairman of
the consortium by the Paris
units of the Awami League and
the Jativa Party.

The parties accused the
government of mismanage-
ment and urged the donors to
put pressure on it to accept
the demand for a caretaker
government for supervising
the next general elections.

He, however, declined to
give copies of the memoranda
dated April 24 saying "l will
discuss the matter with the
Prime Minister”,

When his attention was
drawti to remarks by soine lea-
ding egconomists that the go-
vernnienl overstales economic
growth rates. Saifur Ralhinan
said "rubbish”.

"Bangladesh's growth rates
are very very underestimated,”
he said, adding "Growing ac-
tivities in infermal sectors are
being overlooked.”

The Finance Minister said

he had sought technical assis- J

tance (rom the World Bank and
the IMF 1o assess accurately
the GDP growth rate.

The donor agencies want a
6.5 to 7 per cent growth rate
against the current fiscal year's
pruuflmu of 5 per cent, he

UK-alded pm]ects
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bridge over the Meghna at

Bhairab, according to message

received in city yesterday. re-

ports BSS,

They also discussed other
matters of mutual interest in
the meeting that took place at
the House of Lords when the
Finance Minister had a brief
stop-over in London on his way
home, after attending the aid
club meeting in Paris.

| planning,
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Dozens of Taliban

militants killed
ISLAMABAD. Apr 28: Dozens of Tallban militants were

killed and wounded in an offensive launched by forces loyal 10
President Burhanuddin Rabbani in the northwestern province

of Farah.

radioc Kabul reported today. The radio station.
controlled - by Rabbani's administration., said the

Islamic

siudent -ledd Taliban forces were flushed out nl' several areas in

the regionn, reports AFP.

Strategies for normalcy
in Kashmir soon

NEW DELH!I Apr 28: Indian Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao today said he would soon unveil sirategies to restore
Kashmir to normal. and vowed to replace an unpopular law

forged a decade ago

o crush

terrorism. Addressing

parliament, the 73-year-old Pritne Minister also defended his
wide-ranging economic reformms. which have been blamed for
his Congress (I) Party's humiliating defeats in recent siate

elecuons, reports AFP

pressure on missile plan

NEW DELiI Apr 28 Indian
Priime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao today s«ul that his gov
crnment woukl not freeze the
military missile development
projecis despite pressure [rom
abroad. reporis AFFP

The Pritne Minister did not
name the United States, which
lias protested against the test-

lights ol a medhum range bal-
listic missibe. but said his gov-
criviment weoeald ot vield to
pnessures rom outside
Whatever has to be done
will be done.” he sabd ol the
development of a ballistic
missile called "Agni” (fire).
which can lransport a conven-
tional. nuclear or a chemical

wirhead across 2 500 kilome:
lres [ 1.560 miles).

Fhe government will also
not slow down ongoing tests of
‘Rrithvi fearth]  despite
protesis thai the surface-to-
surface rocket posed a threat
to regional security in South
Asia. Rao said in an address to
Lhe parliament's lower house.

He described Lthe lest
flights ol Agm as "technology
demonstrations aul said
Prithvi, whith has o range ol

Chakmas
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negative attitude towards re-
sumption ol the third phase of
repatriation.

Besides, the Refugee
Welfare Association tied the
resumption of repatriation to
the outcome of the ongoing
peace talks between the gov-
ernment and the Parbattya
Chhattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS), the parent
body of Shantibahini.

The refugee leaders also
placed some fresh conditions
for enhancement of financial
benelits and other facilities
including reinstatement of the
relurnees in their jobs.

ADB loan
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million dollars and 130.13
million was disbursed in the
firs: seven months.
During (he [lirst seven

months of 1994-95, the per-
centage of loan utilisation was
the highest in power sector
and lowest in women affairs
sector. Dollars 12.92 million
and 3.44 million have been al-
located for these two sectors.

The full year d#llocation for
agriculture, rural development
and institutions and water re-
sources sectors is 122.70 mil-
lion dollars. of which 48.01
million was disbursed till
January.

Allocations for transport
and education seclors are B7
million and 46.56 million dol-
lars respectively this year. The
percentage of utilisation in
these lwo sectors stood at 2.3
and 54.8 during the said pe-
riod.

The full year allocation for
health and family welfare sec-
tor is 4.97 million dollars, of
which 1.04 million was dis-
bursed till January 31.

Allocations for physical
water supply and
heusing sectors are 18.63 mil-
lion dollars while 7.60 million
was disbursed during the [irst
seven months.

Dollars 4.66 million was al-
located for youth development
sector, of which 2.68 million
was disbursed. The allocation
for oil, gas and natural re-
sources sectors is 2.54 million
dollars of which 1.54 million
was disbursed.

250 kilometires (156 miles).
was undergoing final tests
ahead ol its deployment by
india' s million-plus army.

"The government will not
vield o any oulside pressure
on the Agni and Prithvi pro-
grammes or other defence re-
quiremenits of the country,” he
said of an ambitious pre-
gramme launched in 1983 to
develop a volley of gulded-
nussiles.

Agnis second test in May
last year was briefly held back
in line with Rae's visit to
Washington o hold his first
summit with US President Bill
Chnuon.

India i1hen described the
postponemeni as a gesture of
goodwill towards the United
States. which has been trying
o force lhddia 1o cap s 11-
vear-old missile development
pfﬂﬂrilﬂl[ﬂf.

One shot dead
In Sonargaon

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 28: A
person was shot dead by a
group of armedmen at a village
in Sona thana early today.

The alleged dacoits shot Lal
Chan Miah, 38, when he came
oul of his house hearing the

hue and crv of his neighbour
Abdul Jalil. Lal Chan died on
the spot.

Witnesses said, the armed
group of ahout 26 peopte ar:
tacked Jalil s house in Mon-
golgaon vill.uge

Passport
From Page 1

Inside, office rooms, corri-
dors. staircases and balconv
were full of people trying to
get their job done.

The clerks and the pur-
suers mingled. it was impossi-
ble to tell who was what. A po-
licemen was found running
from door to door with files in
his hand.

A group of security officials
wailed upstairs somberly.

A woman was trving to get
inside a room flilled with men.

A sign on the deor said
woImen's counter”.

"l deposilted my application
for an international passport
seven days ago,” said the
women. "l paid Tk 3,000 to
get it done in 72 hours, | have
not received it yet.”

An official at the office who
requesied anonymity, regret-
ted the situation and said that
the higher authorities, despite
knowing these, hardly cared to
do anything.

"The department is work-
ing in deplorable conditions,
yvet we are being branded as
corrupt, slow. inefficient and
what not." he said.

The official said that the of-
fice was manned to deliver
roughly 350 passports a day
but actually over 1.200 pass-
ports are bejng issued. More
and more people were leaving
the country in search of for-
tune, he added.

Plans are underway to con-
struct a modern office bloc on
a three-acre plot at Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar to house the
Passport and Immigration De-
pariment.

Moreover, three new pass-
port offices will be opened in
Noakhall, Jessore and Faridpur
to reduce pressure on the
Dhaka office.

Probably then a decent at-
mosphere can be expected in
the office, the official said.
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