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visiting education exp-
Aen. at a diplomatic rec-

eption earlier this sum-
mer, speaking about the GS5
primary education programme,
had this to say. "This, to the
best of our knowledge. is the
only programme in the country
where you see active learning
taking place. You actually see
the child-centred interactive
legrning methodology adapted
to local conditions in the most

innovative manner.”’ ‘5-:1. what.
exactly, is so special about

- Anandaniketon. the GSS pri-

mary education programme?
Take a typical GSS primary
school, a neal building-in the
Trishal Thana of Mymensingh.
A large signboard displays not
only the name of the school,
but also'the names of the peo-
ple who donated the land on

. which the school is built.

At 8:30 in the morning,
some children are still busy
playing outside the classrooms,

while others are already at- -

tending class inside. Some of
the children outside have set
up little shops selling
‘groceries’ made of sand.
leaves and stones. They use
neatly made scales and weights
of different sizes with numbers
from 100g to lkg painted on
them. Other children are busy
‘'shopping,' bargaining and pay-
ing with cardboard money of
various denominations. This is
real-life maths at its best,
combining all four key f[unc-
tions and vocational practices.

Reading

Reading at Anandaniketon
[the 'Happy Place’) is like lis-
tening tc the numerous fairy
tales or ghost stories that
grandma always seemed to
know. The difference is that at
school, sitting around the
teacher, the children can see
real piclures in Dbrilliant
colours without having to
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imagine all the scenes and m.-'
quences of a story Throughoul
the iwo and a hall to Lhree
lrours that the children are at
school they lind thelr way to
books whether or not they can
read themselves Ohce an in
terest in reading 1s consol
dated. the children are helped
to acquire reading skills.
When you see something
according to the G55 teaching
methodology — a person, a pic

ture or an object. you don't
look at the parts, the strokes
and lines, or the components,
but at the whole thing. In read
ing one follows the same logic.
One should let the children
see as much as they choose to
see — a word, or part of a sen
tence — and read what they
see., naturally. The technique

in simple: the teacher reads
out to every child individually

every day. and the child reads
along. As the children begin to
read themselves, they develop
a keen interest to continue
reading and learning more.
They read because they enjoy
stories and enjoy reading be-
cause they enjoy demonstral-
ing to others that they are free
readers.

The children neither need
to look at the individual letters
nor at the syllables to be able
to read. Learning the alphabet
and learning to read by
spelling or by masterin j the
syllables only, conlu

child's images and makes ac-
quisition of reading skills
harder than it really is. How-

ever, acquisition of spelling
skills 1s often necessary before
the child can be expected 1o
be a free writer. This means
that during some ol the time
spert in school, children spell
ot what they read and in the
process learn the alphabet.
Just one visilt to an Anan-
daniketon primary school is
enough to demonstrate to the
most convinced skeptic how a
book can be made much more
interesting to a child than a
toy, which looses its appeal
once the child has learnt what
it can and cannot do. Most Loys
are not creative enough.to hold
a child's interest in the way
books can. At Anandaniketon
one can readily see how acqui-
sition of free reading and cre-
ative writing skills — the two
finest tools of communication
is seen as one ol the purest

lorms of pleasure. stretching a
child's unlimited capacity to
learn from today for tomorrow,

(GSS uses as mmay as 8 books
in class 1. 14 in class Il and 18
books in class Il to provide
vartety. To make reading even
more interesting, GSS present
many of its books in the form
of challenging reading games.
Other than the government
prescribed primer. which GSS

uses, almost all other materials
are produced in-house. They
are widely acclaimed as some
of the best primarily school
materials produced in South
Asia. GSS also produces a large

number of supporting materi
als.

Several other NGOs,
including some of the largest
ones, have been impressed by
the GSS methodology, and now
accept that availability of suffi
cient reading materials is a key
input for new learners in de-
veloping a real interest In
reading and becoming inde-

heips children understand
how speech is translated inwo
lexl. demonstrating the amaz--
ing relationship between the
verbal and the written forms
The child is encouraged (o
copy the text the teacher has
written. The child, not having
acquired the skills to write,
scribbles instead. They key to
reaching a breakthrough. how-
ever, is the recognition of the
scribbles as 'written text and
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pendent readers. Others are

also beginning to make maore
books available to their chil
dren. A single primer is nei-
ther stimulating enough nor
does it contain enough mate-
rial to hold children’'s interest.
Creative Writing

From the very [irst day,
when many children are un-
able to even hold a pencil
properly, they are encouraged
to draw. These drawings are
often-what we would describe
as scribbles. GSS suggests that
what we see as a 'scribbile’ is in
fact very different from what
the child sees. For children it
is a drawing of images they
have experienced: and it often
represents something their
mother' is doing. This is how
children transfer images in the
[orm of impressions and are

able Lo draw a link belween vi-
sual and written lorms.

The teacher asks the chil-
dren what they have drawn
and writes beneath the draw-
ing what the children say they
have drawn in the child's own
words. The teacher reads the
newly written text out loud
long with the child. The exer-
cise continues on a daily basis
for each child and gradually

the appreciation on the part of

the teacher. In less Lhan siX
months most children are able

to draw their inner thoughts
and express in written form
what they have drawn. This
exercise Is carried out daily for
each child throughout the year
and the result is phenomenal.
By the end of the second year
most children can draw virtu-
ally any idea they are given and
can write copiously on the sub-

e
*Hhe GSS Methodology
GSS adapted the best of the
primary education teaching
methodologies developed in
other countries for use in
Bangladesh. It is unigue in that
such adaptation has been suc-
cessfully carried out with inno-
vations at every stage. The re-
sulting methodology is child-
centred interactive learning

which involves group teaching.
Child-centred interactive

learning: Under the traditional
teaching system. the child is
treated as part of the class
rather than as an individual.
The child has to learn and de-
velop according to the pace sct
by the class as a whole. This
inevitably leads to some chil-
dren suffering from frustration
and others [rom [eelings of

Australia Wants to Become

ECORD enrolments of
R' Asian students are exp-
ecled by Australian
universities this academic year.
' The continent's determined
effort in recent years to attract

- Asian students appears to be

paying off with close to 45,000

" foreign students expected to

be enrolled at Australian uni-

. versities this year. Most of the

prospective students are from

- Asia.

Australia’'s campaign to en-
courage Asians to enrol in its

- schools reflects government

policy to forge closer links
with the neighbouring region.
It is in keeping with Australia’s
desire to project itself as an
integral part of the Asia-Pacific
region.

"The cguntry is also deter-
mined to develop itself as an
educational centre for the en
tire region.

For the universities, the
campaign makes good eco-
nomic sense. Foreign students
this year are expected to con-
tribute about US$400 million
to their running expenses.
They will help fund facilities

- and staff, csﬁgciall:,r at the

smaller institu

Asian students represent
big business for tertiary insti-
tutions. Just about all the ma-

. jor universities rely on fees

from Asian students to balance

~ their budgets. .

Said an administration offi-
vial at one university: "Without
the Asian students we would

~ have to consider pruning some
~ of our services."

Up till 1989, the Australian
government subsidized the en-

rolment of foreign students. .

Most did not have to pay the
full fees. But things are differ-
ent riow — fnrtign students pay

Educational Centre

full fees.

School charges vary a greal
deal depending on courses and
universities. Top annual fees
range from a low US$11.250
al some universities to a high
of US$19.000. Some courses
can be had for only US$6,000.

Providing tertiary education
for Asians is a big factor in
Australia's international bal-
ance of payments.

Money spent by Asian stu-
dents in Australia on fees.
books, transport and general
living expenses including ac-

by Vincent W. Stcw_ve

Ausltralia is the continuing re-
lationship established by stu-
dents who go through our edu-
cation and Lraining systems.

"When they return home
they take with them not only
an international quality educa-
tion, but also an understanding
of, and an appreciation for,
Australia. The value of this re-
lationship will be realized as
Lthey move into positions of in-
fluence within government or
industry.”

He added: "Australia offers
world-class education, training

dents enrol in bachelor degree
programmes, with roughly
14.5 per cent selecting
diploma or associate diploma
courses. About 14 per cent
seek masters degrees and
other graduate undertakings,
with 5.5 per cent studying for
doctorates or similar classifica-
tions. Only two per cent enrol
in non-award courses.
Reflecting the surging eco-
nomic activity throughout the
region, almost half of Asian
students gravitate towards
studies associated with com-

Asian students represent big business for tert-i_gtry insti-
tutions with almost all major universities relying on
their fees to balance budgets

commodation has doubled
during the past three years.
Some observérs expect the
figure to be close to US$2,000
millien by the turn of the cen-
tury.
While school fees in
Australia are generally compa-
rable with that in North
America and Europe. most
Asian students
living in the continent lower.
And, of course, it costs them
less to come to Australia than
to travel to the United States
or Europe. '

Australia’'s Employment,
Education and Training
Minister Simon Crean stated
recently: "The monetary gains
are considerable and obvious,
but the real benefit for

ind the cost of

and research systems, and this
is being increasingly recog-
nized by countries in the Asia-
Pacific region as the demand
for our expertise and educa-
tional services grow."

Hong Kong is the biggest
sender of students with about
12,000 expected to be en-
rolled at Australian universities
this year. About 10,000 will be
Malaysians and nearly 6,000
Indonesians.

Australia has replaced the
US as the main foreign desti-
nation for Indonesian students.
The number of students from
the Philippines is also increas-
ing at the expense of US cam-
puses. '

- Recent statistics show that
about 64 per cent of Asian stu-

merce, finance and business

administration.

Those seeking scientific
knowledge comprise about 15
per cent, and just over 10 per
cent prefer the humanities and
social sciences. Another 10
per cent enrol in the
engineering disciplines.

Students from Hong Kong,
Malaysia and Singapore form
the largest Asian contingents
studying business and com-
merce subjects.

Sydney's University of New
South Wales will probably enrol
around 3,000 Asian students
this year, representing about
12 per cent of the student
body. They will provide roughly
US$26 million to the univer-
sity's revenue.

Asia's

The university has already
established offshore courses in
Malaysia and Thailand to pre-
pare students for entry to the
Sydney campus. It also oper-

ates another preparation

course in Indonesia In
Association with Melbourne's

Monash University. The uni-
versity is considering starting
similar courses in Pakistan and
Turkey.

New South Wales and
Monash universities plan to
establish a wuniversity in
Indonesia to provide early
study programmes In the
English language, with courses
to be completed in Australia.
Long term. it could provide full
programmes without the need
for students to visit Australia.

Deputy vice-chancellor
Chris Fell of the University of
New South Wales was quoled.

here as stating Lhat most
Australian universities saw this

procedure as a pattern for the
future.

Sydney's University of
Wollongong, although not the
country's biggest set of learn-
ing has a big proportion of for-
eign enrolments, most of them
Asian students. It hopes to be-
come Australia's major interna-
tional tertiary education insti-

tution,
University vice-principal

James Langridge stated:
"Overseas students not only
pay fees, but they spend money
while they are here. They
make a great contribution to
our social and cultural life and
to our international perspec-

U¥ie added that goodwll be-
ing created throughout Asia by
returning graduates would
strengthen links between
Australia and the Asia-Pacific
region. — Depthnews Asia |
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With a child-centred
teaching system. instead of be-
ing treated as part of the class
room., the child is developed
as an individual. This allows
the teacher to pay attention to
each individual child and thus
allows individual learning to
take place as well as allowing
each child to develop accord
ing to their own ability and

pace

Group teaching: Child-cen
tred teaching also means that
each child must receive the
same amount of quality time
from the teacher every day. To
achieve this. the teacher's
time is carefully analysed and
planned and time spent with
individual children is maxi-
mized. Thus. time manage
ment Is a key element in group
Lleaching

Group teaching in GSS in-
volves three learning groups
and three to four 'purposeful
activity’ groups sitting in the
classroom. The three learning
groups are. Bengali based writ-

ten work lcomprehension and
handwriting). crealive writing
and  project work combined
and maths. The purposeful a«

tivity' groups are engaged in
using support education mate

rials and playing with educa

tional games (reading cards
maths cards etc). The teacher
moves [rom group lo group
giving attention to individual
children br to the group as a
whole. No homework is given
to the children.

Performance and learning
achievement: GSS's proles-
sional approach to teaching is
reflecied in Lhe way children
are assessed and the way per
formance is monitored. Teach-
ers assess Lhe learning
achievement ol each individual
child every two weeks and su-
pervisors do a quarterly
assessment of each child's
learning achievement which is
compulerised centrally. In ad-
dition. the supervisors lind-
Ings are summarised locally on
annual analysis sheets which
are used In the preparation of
annual reports for each child.

Over 90% of GSS children
become independent readers
and independent writers and
master the four key concepts
in math by the end of thei
sccond year atl school.
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with group teaching.

Altendance is GSS Anan-
damketon schools is around

949 and drop-out over Lhe
three year period is less than
:_'5“-"II|

Future Plans

By the end of June. G55
will run over 250 schools. G8S

plans to build a minimum of

| 700 schools and maximum of
5000 schools over the next 4
years. using permanent
cosl sitructures constructed on
land donated by individuels in
the local community. The unit

low

thod combines individual child-centred teaching

— Photos GSS

cost of GSS primary education
programme (per child per vear
and taking into account the
depreciation  value of the
schools over a 10 year period)
is about Tk B80 (US8 22).

The biggest challenge to
GSS is whether the expansion
in the number of GS$ schools
will hamper (he quality of its
education programme. The is a
challenge shared by its doners,
moslt of whom believe that it it
probablv the best primary edu-
calion programme is South
Asla.

Innovative Scheme Allows

Post-grad Studies at Home

OMMONWEALTH stud-
ents will soon be able
lo get a master s

degree from foreign schools
without leaving home.

Under a new scholarship
scheme named after a former
Prime Minister of India. about
100 awards to graduate stu-
dents will be made initially in
1995. Fellows will enrol in the
lwo-year Master of Distance
Education Programme (MDEP)
of India's Indira Gandhi
Nalional Open University
(IGNOU), which is based in
India's capilal city of New
Delhi.

The course will be deliv-
ered by distance using a variety
ol media — from conventional
methods such as correspol-
denue w satellites, _

T Rajiv Guandhi
Fellowships scheme Is spon-
sored by The Commonwealth
of Learning (COL), Canada, in
association with IGNOU and
with support from the Rajiv
Gandhi Foundation.

Students will be drawn
from Bangladesh, Barbados,

Eastern Caribbean, The
Gambia. Ghana, Guyana,
Maldives, Mauritius. Nigeria,

Pakistan, Papua New Guinea,
Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka,
Tanzania, Tonga, Trinidad and
Tobago, and Zimbabwe.

They will be supported by

local counsellors trained by
COL. The Canadian institution

will pay the fees for the course
while other expenses will be
met by the Foundation. 2
As more resources become
available. organizers hope to
expand the programme to

by Asif Khan

Distance educa-
tion enables large
numbers to take
part in a progra-
mme at a fraction
of the cost of

conventional me-
thods.

other Commonwealth coun-
tries and.regions as well as to
widen the range of subjects lor
study at IGNOU or universities
in other Commonwealth coun-
tries.

In announcing the scheme,
Zimbhabwe's President Robert
Mugabe paid tribute to the part
played by the late Mr Gandhi
in the  establishment of
IGNOU and COL.

Mr Gandhi, together with
other Commonwealth leaders,
decided to create COL at a
| 987 summit in Vancouver,
Canada., COL aims to promote
human resource developmernit
in member countries using
distance education techniques.

The institution was asked to
help Commonwealth nations
make wmaximum use of dis-
lance education by arranging
for courses and materials de-
veloped in one country to be
used by others and by promot-
ing the development of new
ONeEs.,

Commonwealth

leaders

Puthng the Khmer Rouge Back in the Classroom

"Mock executions in the
classroom were the result
of attempts to educate

- Cambodian children about

thé country's bloody past.

- Now the government is

gﬂamm

T is late afternoon and
I the yard at Chak Angre
School is [lpoded with
children. Boys are playing
football, while under a tree a
group of girls are skipping
with a rope.
A couple of years ago the

- scene was very different: chil-

dren at Chak Angre School
were playing war.
A little-known shift in the

Cambodian school curriculum
has made life more peaceful in
the school grounds, Since the
May 1993 elections, schools
have stopped teaching an in-
tensive history programme
about the 1975-1979 reign of
the Khmer Rouge.

Between 1980 and 1993
children from the age of seven
"had lessons of the Khmer
Rouge time. They taught them

of the torture and the killing

and they put photos on the
walls." says Top Slv Hun, head
of the English department.
"The lesson was to make
them angry with the Khmer
Rouge. But they were not angry

by Emilia Casella

— they wanted to act like the
Khmer Rouge.” she said .de-
scribing war games in which
children would "execute”
their classmates.

April 17 marks the twenti-
eth anniversary of the Khmer
Rouge takeover of Phpom
Penh, when the Maoist rebels
forcibly evacuated the capital
and began a four-year reign in
which one millon — inecluding
many of the country's edu-
cated people were killed,
starved or worked to death.

Today, more than half the
country's nine million resi-
dents are under 20 years old
Most young people know the

name of the Khmer Rouge
leader Pol Pot, who still runs
the diminished force from a
hideout near the Thai border.
But what they learn must now
come from older relatives who
survived, or from television.

"The Khmer Rouge? They
live in the jungle. They cut
logs. They kill villagers, rob vil-
lagers. They plant mines," says
| | -year-old Nok Sothea, as his
friends poke him in the ribs.

Where did he learn that?
"Television.”

Says a senlor education
ministry officlal, who asked
not to be named: "We don't
want to show to the pupils

- what happened in the Pol Pot
regime, because it is a history
of cruelty and barbarism. We
are afrald of the ssychological
impact on the children.”

King Norodom Sihanouk
has called on citizens to strive
for “national reconciliation.”

The policy of the previous
Vietnam-backed government.

- which used intensive lessons
“about the Khmer Rouge as a

propaganda tool to maintain
national anger, simply does not
fit in with the policy of rec-
onciliation, the official says.
Since the elections, the
ministry has been re-writing
the entire school curriculum —
rebuilding the system from the
ground up. It is a painfully slow

process.

"Now history is difficult for
us. Because of the change of
regime, we have to write his-
lory ar:u:nrdl.ng to the new
regime,” observes the official.
adding that educators are
waiting for a clear message
from the government

The fact that Cambodia is
run by a coalition government
made up of the royalist Func
inpec party and the commu
nist Cambodian People's Party
(which used to run the countiry
with the backing of Vietnam)
means there are divergent
opinions about how history
should be taught explains Ge
orge Taylor, a British educator
advising the ministry

The result is that while
teachers wait for the new les
son plans, many ol the more
than two million sdhoolchll

dren are currently taught about

World War Two and the Nazi
holocaust — but not about their
own countrys more recenl
genocide

Peou Sorpong. a research

[ellow at the Singapore-based
Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies. says 1l is vital that
Cambodia develop a clear and
detailed history curriculum
especially in senior grades and
at the post-secondary level
"The governiment
teach the
country s history
anfalyses 11 M & an
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chose distance education be-
cause it enables large numbers
lo take part in a programme at
a [raction of the cost of con-
venitional methods.

A COL-supported pilot pro-
ject in Jamaica trains students
denied access to high school
by drawing on Australian ex-
perience. Students are placed
with local companies. Training
is controlléed by the Caribbean
[slands’ National Training
Agency using distance educa-
tion methods.

Malaysia's Ministry of
Health and the Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia collabo-
rated with COL on a joint pro-
ject to create a distance educa-
Lion network for health train-
ing. An audio-graphics telecon-
ferencing system is used to
deliver a training programme
in, among other things, family
medicine, continuing medical
education and health service
management.

In Zambia, it cooperated
with the National Correspond-.
ence College to establish a
compulter centre and a
computer awareness progra-
mme adapted from the Open
University of Sri Lanka. It
aimed to support the devel-
opment of a skilled workforce
needed in the country. The
programme particularly en-
courages women to acquire
computer skills.

"Our long-term aim,” they
said, "is that any learner any-
where in the Commonwealth
shall be able to study any dis-
lance-teaching programme
available from any bona fide
college or university in the
Commonwealth”.

Fanvir Mahm-
ood Khan stpod
lirst in the Tal-
i1l Pool in the
luntor Scholar-
~hip Examin

Ation Irom Chit-
Lagong Colle
ciatle School. He
1~ grateful to his
cachers, pare

aunts for his
SU(IFRS Hg also secured
Primary Scholarship from
Mary 8 School Chitia
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