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ROK warns DPRK against |
border vmlat:ums

SEOUL  Apr 27 South
Korea has warninel North Korea
over its increasingly lrequent
"unusual’ treop movemenis
along their heavily guarded
border. the Delence Ministry
said on Thursday. reports AP

South Korea delivered a let-
ler o the conunundst north o
Maonday. warning it would have
o “take tull responsibility for
any emergencies resulling
lrosn violations of the ceaselire
trealy.” the ministry said.

Last week. it said, Nerth
Korran soldiers twice crossed
into the South Korean side ol
the demilitarised zone that
separates the two Koreas. They
were inmmediately warned away

by South Korean horder
gukards,

Thaswal  front-Hne meowve-
ments throughout the border

becaine mmore frequent amid a
tcadlock in US-North Korean
nuclear talks,” a Defence
Ministry spokesman said.

The North might be delib-
‘erately trying to trigger armed
skirmishes in a scheme to in-
rreases the stakes in the ne-
gotiations with the United
States over its suspect nuclear
programme, ministry officials

ERIEFLY

hmlh Kurca has agreed Lo

frecse ils uclear programine
in return for twoe replacement
reaciors, a lemporary supply
of oil and diplomatic benefits.
But the plan has been slalled
by the Norith’'s refusal to ac-
cept the replacement reaclors
from rival South Korea.

The North-Korean border is
the world's most heavily lorti-
Hined.
including 37.000 US soldiers
on South Korea's side. stand
battle readv on both sides.

The wwo Koreas are still
technically at war since no

peace trealy was signed al the

enel of the 1950-53 Korean
War.

North Korea has been try-
mg lo dismantle the Korean
arnnistice setup and insists on
dealing directly with the
United States. which leads
the 16-nation UN Command

here,

Washington has said any
peace treaty must be discussed
beitween the (wo Koreas.
Norith Korea has refused dia-
logue with the South, which it
considers a1 US colony.

Clinton to visit Russia in May :

Nearly 2 million Lroops.

| ing.

International ==
UN plane forced to turn back in midair

SARAJEVO. Apr 27: Serb
rebels flaunted their strangle:
lwid of the Besnian capital
Wednesday. bluntly claiming
ownership of Sarajevo airporl
and forcing a UN plane to turn
back in midair, reports AP.

Despite claims of progress
in talks between UN and Serb
leaders. the Serbs appeared
deterinined o make sure offi-
cials of the Muslim-led gov-
ernmemt and most other civil-

ians no londger use the front-
line airport.

The UN operated airport.
which receives most of the
capital's food aid. has been
closed to humanitarian flights
for nearly three weeks since
an attack on a UN plane and
veiled threats of further shoot-

The acting US ambassador
to Bosnia. John Menzies, ar-
rived in Sarajevo on
Wednesday via a treacherous

Early next month, President Clinton will visit Russia to
comnemorate the 50th anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE)
Day. the official end in Eumpc ol what Franklin Roosevelt
called the "mighty endeavor.” a struggle in which Americans
aﬂd Russians stood side by side, USIS reports from

EC for halting EU aid to Rwanda:

The European Commission on Wednesday called on the 15
member states to suspend direct EU aid to Rwanda over the
weekend massacre al Lhe Kibeho Refugee Camp. AFP reports
[rom Brussels.

But the Commission "believes aid from. humanitarian
organisations should continue. a spokesman said. The
Commission is to take steps "as soon as possible” to remind

the Rwandan dovernment that aid from the EU depends en
respect for human rights. and the pursuit of national

reconciliation in the country, added the spokesman.
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16 die in Burundi violence: 4w
opposition group said on Wednesday at least 16 people had
been killed in clashes in the Burundian capital Bujumbura
between Hutu extremists and the Tutsi-dominated army, AFP
reports from Nairobi.

The violence occurred late on Monday and Tuesday in the
Kamenge Quarter ol the city. a statement from the National
Council for the Defence of Democracy (CNDD) said.

L

Labour Party leads ogmmn
The position Labour Party will go into the local elections in
England and Wales on May 4 with a commanding 30 point
lead over the ruling Conservatives, to an opinion
poll published in London on Thursday, AFP reports from

Th:l!mmil for the times gave Labour 56 per cent, one
point down on a month before, while the Tories were one -
point up on 26 per cent. The Liberal Democrats — Britain's
second largest opposition party — were also up by two points,
on 15 per cent.

- - -

5 miners die in Jaipur: a icas v
persons including two women were killed and two others
injured when a marble mine collapsed on some labourers in
Thursday afternoon, according to reports reaching police
headquarters, PTI says from Jaipur.

The accident occurred at village Malawar in mine number
three at Makrana. The owner of the mine has been taken into
custody, the police added.

Severe drolggt hits China: s scvere

drought throughout China has left nearly 10 million
. people and 4 million head of livestock rithuut enough
drinking water. it was reported on Wednesday, AP says from
Beijing.

Rainfall is 50 per cent to 80 per cent below normal in the
alfected regions. and strong winds and higher than usual
temperatures have parched the soil, d some |4
million hectares (34.6 million acres) of crops. the newspaper
China Daily reported. *

- - .

Deng's wife hospitalised: o..
Xiaoping's wile. Zhou Lin. is in hospital being treated for an
unknown ailment. a Hong Kong newspaper reported
yesierday. Reuter says from Hong Kong

Queoting Beijing political sources, the South China Morning
Posi said it was the sickness of Zhou. who is 11 years younger
than Deng. 90, that has caused the recent nervousness in the
Deiic lwusehold and among senior cadres.

Mm_t in Tamil Nadu:

criminal Auto’ Shankar was
hanged to death at the Salem Jail on Thursday morning, PT]
reports from Salem Tamil Nadu.

Shankar. whose last minute bid to get his execution
postponed by the Supreme-Court and Madras High Court on
Wednesday failed. was hanged at 0530 hrs.

"Peace train' to leave form

A “peace train” carrying 240 women will lea

Beijing for the Warld Conference of Women. the International

I.a-gutnf Women for Peace said in Geneva on Wednesday,
AFP reports from Geneva.

The train due to leave Helsinki on August 7 and to arrive

Beijing 22 days later. On the eve of the conference's open-

Ihﬂmﬁtthcﬂﬂthlﬂﬂmwydthtﬂﬂtﬁmbllﬂd
which has some 40.000 members spread over 42

iy

Nationwide search
for Aum leader

ordered in Japan

TOKYO. Apr 17. Japan's na-
tienal police agency ordered a
nationwide search today for |
Hultﬂiﬂufthcmlm

WASHINGTON, Apr 27: A
growing number of re-
searchers are expressing con-
cern about an emerging global
problem involving certain pol
lutants that mimic the female

being investigated over nerve
gas attacks on the Tokyo sub-
way. Kyodo news agency said,
reports Reuter.

Kyodo said national pelice
agency's chief detective had
ordered refectual police forces
to look for Shoko Asahara. the
mysterious leader of the Aum
Shinri Kyo (supreme truth)
sect, and bring him in for
Questioning on a voluntary ba-
sis.

A police agency q:niumn
declined te comment on
report.

-

hormone oestrogen and may
cause damage toc human and

animal reproductive systems.

reports USIS
The researchers report that

wildlife surveys and human
studies offer evidence that oe-
strogen -mimicking substances
found in plastics, pesticides
and chemicals pose a hazard
and appear to be more perva-
sive in the environment than
ever suspected.

ln what has become known
as the environmental oestro-
gen hypothesis. many re-
searchers argue that these

a lour-month truce

Land  route. He first arrived
Friday with other diplomats
abroad a UN planc.
Serbs who kept Lhe group at
the airport and forced them to
fly back out the next day.

The Serbs seem less likely
Lthan ever to compromise since
their top leaders, Radovan
Karadzic and Gen Ratko
Mladic, were named by an in-

. ternational war erimes tribunal
in the Netherlands as war ,

crimes suspects.

The tribunal's preliminary
hearing Wednesday drew a
blistering verbal attack from
the Bosnian Serb "Ministry of
Information,” which called it a
biased attempt to deny Serbs

Lheir legitlmate right to self-
determination.”

Tension remained high
around the “besieged capital,
just four days before the end of
increas-

angering -

ingly ignored by the combat-
ants. - "

Several explosions shook
the cily. and fighting broke out
just o the north, along the

edge of a 20-kilometre (12.5--

mile) buffer zone in which
heavy weapons technically are

banned. The Bosnian Serb
news agency. SRNA. reporied

that mortar fire [rom govern-
ment troops killed one civilian
and wounded four others in
Serb-held parts of Sarajevo.

Four UN military flights ar-
rived at the airport Wednesday.
Bul Serbs, who hold front-line
positions near the airport and
often shoot at planes, refused
to guarantee the safety of a
fifth flight carrying UN civilian
_olficidls.

Bosnian government offi-
cials claimed the Serbs were
hindering use of the airport in
an attempt to seal off Sarajevo
completely. There is only one

Serb rebels claim ownershlp
of Sarajevo airport

land romte into the city. also
expused to Serb fire.

But the Serbs said they
won't compromise, thutjatnr
Momo Mandic charged that
Bosnian government officials
had used the airport "to fly all
over the world to raise funds
for ammunition and arms.”

The United Nations con-
cedes that with few excep-
tions. civilians are not sup-

posed (o use the airport under

a strict interpretation of the
1992 agreement under which
Serbs relinquished “control of
the airport. That ment al-
lowed the United Nations to
open the airport for a humani-

tarian airlift.

With the UN mission now
critically short of fuel because
of the reduced number of
flights, UN officials said
Tuesday it would be difficult to
continue to fly civilians in and
out of the airport.

L]

A young girl protects with her umbrella the engraved portrait of Anatoly Kurguz from the -

rain at the Mitino cemetery in Moscow on Wednesday. Kurguz, a firefighter, who died of
radiation shortly after the Chernobyl nuclear disaster, was among a group of firemen that
received a fatal dose of radiation while struggling to put out the fire that followed an
_explosion at the Chernobyl nuclear power. plant nine years ago. A memorial service was
held here to mark the nnmmrla:}' '

: | ATADMK declares war on Rao

NEW DELHI. Apr 27: Indian
Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao. struggling to contain a
siininering rebellion in his
Congress Party, faced attacks
on a new front this week when
a regional ally declared politi-
cal war on him. reports
Reuter. .

As Congress leaders worked
to bring dissidents into line in
parliament, members of the All
India Anna Dravida Munneira
Kazhagam (AIADMK) staged an
angry demonstration outside
the building, saying they would
no longer support Rao.

“We have been backstabbed
by the Congress and the ques-
tien of our supporting the
party does not arise,” AIADMK
parliamentary party leader G
Swaminathan told reporters.

The AIADMK's |11 members

tnuui to
jnin the Icftul opposition
Janata Dal-National Front coali-
tion. and said they would sup-

_port dissident amendments to

the government's budget.

At issue is a decision by the
Rao-appointed governor of
Tamil Nadu to give the go-
ahead (o prosecution of the
southern state's Chief
Minister. J Jayalalitha, on cor-
ruption charges.

The charismatic Jayalalitha.
a former film star known vari-
ously by her supporters as the
guardian angel, the visionary
lady and the revolutionary
leader, has built up a passion-
ate following in Tamil Nadu.
home to many of India's 50
million Tamils.

Jayalalitha is the political

“leading man in scores of popu- -
lar Indian films of the 1960s
and 70s who ruled Tamil Nadu
for 10 years until his death in
December - 1987.

With the help of a large
publicity budget which funds
huge playwood cutouts of the
47-year-old around the state
Jayalalitha has created an im-
pressive personality cull.

Jayalalitha's AIADMK has a
massive 161 seats in the 232
seat Tamil Nadu assembly, and
with 61 seats held by her
former congress allies, there
has been little opposition to
her rule.

The charges. which Reddy
had been considering for 17
months, concern the purchase
of land from a state corpora-
tion at a lower than market
price,

heir 1o MG Ramachandran. her
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LTH soldhers stand next to some of 2, Oﬂﬂ Hutu refugm ht-ld A hmt.ngeu by H.uLu EIH‘EID.I.l'Li at

the school of the Kibeho dizplaced persons camp, southwestern Rwanda on April 24. Holed up
at the camp behind a human shield of women and children, the extremist refused to
surrender on Wednesday to irate soldiers of the Tutsi-dominated army who massacred thou-

sands= of refug:aeﬁ on baturday

— AFP/UNB phutﬂ

EC fact-finding
team leaves
for Kashmir

NEW DELHI, Apr 27: A
team of ambassadors of Eurc:r
pean Community (EC) coun-
tries. left here today on a five-
clay mission to Kashmir for a
flirst hand evaluation of the
slate, wracked by a Muslim
separatist drive, reports AFP,

The ambassadors of France,

Germany and Spain — the pre-

sent, former and future heads

ol the European Community —
were ancumpganied the ge

gian and Greek ambassadors
and the EC representative
here, diplomatic sources said.
The team will visit Srina-
gar, the Kashmir sumnmer capi-
tal and urban hub of the Mus-
lin separatist drive, northern
Sopore town — a hotbed of
militancy — and the Hindu-

dominated town of Jammu,
they said.

Lankan troops
kill 18 Tigers

COLOMBO, Apr 27:
Eighteen Tamil rebels and two
Sri Lankan troops died today
when government forces at-
tacked guerilla-held territory
in the country's north, a senior
military officer said. reports

Reuter.:
The soldiers advanced from

their forward defence lines in

the northern Vavuniya district
early today and attacked sev-
eral guerilla locations. The
troops have since returned to
base. the officer said. There
were no more details.

"It was a limited ﬁperﬂuun
We also destroyed five vehicles
belonging to the u:rrurista
the officer said.

The Liberation Tigers ﬂf
Tamil Eelam, fighting for their
own homeland in the north
and east, ended a 14-week
truce on April 19 when they
bembed two navy gunboats.
killing 12 sailors.

28 suffocate to
death in Rwandan
detention centre

KIGALI, Apr 27: Twenly-
eight Rwandans died in a
“cachot” — a communal de-
tention — in the Southwest of
the country, UN officials said
on Wednesday, reports
Reuter.

A UN High Commissioner
for Refugees [UNHCR) field
officer stumbled on the
corpses, inany of whom had
suffocated to death, when he
visited the village of Rusatira.

Some 300 others crammed
into the tiny detention centre

wl::n: tt":nr lhtcE“'IrSH hen

troops tri-
otic Army (RPA) arrived at the
prison.

Hundreds have died over
the past three months in
Rwand's prisons which are
dangerously full of people sus-

pected ol taking part in last
year's genocide when up to

one million Tutsi and moder-
ate Hutus were slaughtered by
Hutu extremists.

sid. wanted a temporary exten-

Off the Record

The Baily Sbar 5

'NAM meet fails to reach

common stand on NPT

BANDUNG, Apr 27: Neon-
Aligned Movemenl! iinisters
nieeting here failed 1oday to
reach a common position on
the proposed permanent ex-
tension of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), a
cdelegate saicd. reports AFP

"There is a single NAM po-

sition on the way to approach
the Lreaty in its totality. but
Lhere is no single position how
to vole. a key Asian delegate
said Iul!ma.rmg a general session
to ¢liscuss the lopic.

The delegate. who declined
lo be identified. said a stale-
ment would be issued on the
Lreaty later today.

The discussions on the
treaty were the longest on any
single topic during the three-
day ministerial meeting of
NAM's Coordinating Bureau.
The discussions siarted after
lunch on Wednesday and lasicd
uitil the early hours today.
then resumed in the morning
and lasted until noon.

Members were split into
several posilions on the treaty
extension.

Some. such as host Indnn:

sion of the (reaty. while
others, such as South Africa
and Singapore, were bent on
an indefinite extension.

The meeting here is at-
tended by delegates from 97
imember countries plus ob-
server and guest nations and
organisations.

The US, which wants an in-
definite extension to the NPT,
claims a majority of the 169 '
signatories support it.

A meeting for the reviews
and renewal of the treaty is
underway in New York but is
considering the question of

how to make its decision, by
consensus or vole,

Indonesian Foreign Minis-
ter Ali Alatas has said the Non-
Aligned Movement would at-
tempt to reach a common po-
sition on the issue.

The NPT, which came into
force in 1970, was designed to
stop the spread of nuclear
weapons bheyond the five ac-
knowledged nucléar powers'
who signed the agreement, as
well as 1o promote disarma-
merni. "

" Ghost wedding
BEIJING: The father of a 19-year-old woman who was

murdered recently has staged a wedding on her behalf in the
eastern province of Shandong, according to a report in a

state-run newspaper, reports AP.

The man, identified only as Wang, was inundated with so
many requests from the families of dead sons hoping to wed

his dead daughter that he was obliged to hold an auction, the
newspaper China Consumer News reported Wednesday.

The winning bid. of 20.000 yuan (2,380 dollar) came from
a [amily named Chen. the report said.

It said that on March 25, believed to be an auspicious day.
the Wang family delivered a truckload of dowry items, includ-
ing quilts, clothing and furniture, to the Chen's hnmr: The .

items were then burned.

The ritual. known in some parts of China as a ghost wed-
ding. is intended to provide both dead partners with some-
one Lo accompany them in the afterlife, ,

She was a he

ROME: An Italian woman who took her new-born daughter. '

home from hospital changed the nappy for the first time and
liscovered she was a he, reports Reuter. '

The mix-up occurred after staff at the Nuova Regina

Magherita Hospital in Rome put the wrong identity bracelets

on- lwo babies.

Thursday.

a boy had a girl,

newspapers reported

Mulher Roberta Cremonini had breast fed what she
thought was her daughter Ludovica for three days in the hos-
pital but the child was really Luca, a boy born ‘to another

WOIIlan.

Newspapers said the mothers had not spotied the mistake
earlier because nurses brought the babies to them for feeding

clean and dressed.

Now they have got their real babies back, police and the
hospital said they were laum:hing an inquiry. "Nothing like

this has happened in 25 years,”

hospital director Hnrin

Mazzocco told Corriere Della Sera newspaper.
Italian radio asked: “What would have happened if the ha-f

bies had been the saine sex?”

Strange symposium!

HONG KONG:

Hong Kong, the financial centre known for

its leaning glass and marble shopping arcades, will host 450
experts to an international symposium on public toilets in
May. the government said yesterday. reports Reuter.

The event will be held at the British colony's cultural cen-

tre from May 25 to 27.
For most visitors to Hong

Kong, the highlight of their trip

isaﬁailm?ictnna&aknrlmmmﬂhm But for the ex-
perts at the symposium, the delights will be different.
"As part of the symposium. the overseas visitors will be

taken on a tour of some local toilets on May 27,"

ment statement said.

the govern-

Jihad vows to continue
attacks on Israel

JERUSLEM. Apr 27: Islamic
Jihad. under fire from Israel
and the Palestinian self-rule
authority, vowed on Wednesday
tlo continue suicide attacks
against the Jewish state that
have dogged peace moves, re-
poris Reuter.

In what appeared to be a
rejection of dialogue with the
Palestinian authority over its
crackdown on
tants in the Gaza Strip. the
group sald in a statement faxed
o an international news
agency.

"The present stage will see
an escalation in the size and
quality of our military opera-
tions. especially attacks by
those willing to be martyred”.

The statement appeared to
throw cold water on weekend
cugnments from Palestinian au-
thority oMficials that talks with
the Islamic Jihad on reducing

l. tension in the area had mlde

Islamic mili-

some progress.

"We reject any political dia-
logue with the Oslo team and
we call on the people to con-
front the arrest campaign...
and the unfair trials,” the
statement said. '

The 1993 PLO-lsrael in-
terim peace deal. vehemently
opposed by the Jihad. was

- reached in secret negotiations

in Oslo.
Palestinian ' Liberation

Organisation head Yasser Arafat
launched a campaign against
Islamic militants in the Gaza
Strip this month after the lat-
est in a series of suicide bomb-
ings by the Islamic Jihad and
Hamas that have killed more
than 60 people.

The PLO met Jihad and
Hamas figures in an effort to
defuse tension. but Arafat de-
manded a commitment by the
rejectionist groups to end at-
tacks from the self-rule areas

against Israel.

substances not only (rigger
growth ol breast cancer tu-

mours. bul alsu may be respon-
sible for iixreasing rates of

testicular cancer and decreas
ing sperm counts in men
worlidwide

“The evidence is fairly clear
that we are faced with a num-
ber of chemicals that are al-
fecting the development of re-
productive organs,” said Dr
Carlos Sonnenschein, a cell
biclogist at Tufts University.
“There is other evidence that
some of these chemicals are
toxjns that imduce disorders
like thyroid tLunowurs.”

“This is potentially a very
serious and important prob-
eni.” sadd Pentti Suteri, a pi-
oneer in Lthe field of
chemistry at the University of

California at San Francisco,
"Scientifically. the potential for
harm (rom these oestrogens is
still really not known.
"Thuothy Wirth. US undersec-
retary of state for global affairs.
recently expressed the admin-
isiration s concern over the
problem, suggesting that a ma-
jor research programme might
be needed to identify substi-
tutes for the oestrogen-like
compounds. He said the issue
would be discussed further at
an international conference on
waier pollution to be held in
Washingion next October.
There is legislation hefore
Congress already 0 replace
some chlorine compounds,
many of which have been
identified as so-called en-
docrine disruptors, with fea-

sible alternatives. Endocrine
disruptors refer to synthetic
chemicals that affect the work-
ings of the hormonal, or en-
docrine system.

At the same time, health of-
ficials eaution that no research
has proved a direct cause-and-
effect link between reproduc-
tive problems in people and
the oestrogen-mimicking
chemicals.

The natural hormone oe-
strogen is best known lor
helping to stimulate the
development of male and
[emale sexual organs in the
foetus and orchestrating the
reproductive cycle in women.

In the environment, many

chemicals and pollutants re-
semble oestrogens in their ef-

ts on the body. These in-
l: ude various p::l-ucldu chlo-
rine-containing Industrial
chemicals such as polychlori-
nated biphenyls (PCBs), and a
family of compounds known as
alkyl phenols that are used in
plastics, including some food
wrappings, as well as in paper,
textiles, hair colourings and
other toiletries.

Many scientists believe that
serious reproductive problems
can result when either people
or animals are exposed to large
doses of these chemicals. For
example, alligators born in
Florida's Lake follow-
ing a lakeside spill of the in-
secticides dicofol and DDT
over 10 years ago were found
to be predominantly female.
The male alligators that did

Oestrogen-like pollutants may pose hazard for health

exist were
producing sperm
While the use of DDT has
been banned in the United
States for many years, it is still

used widely in other parts of
the world.

Wildlife biologists have
found similar problems in
other studies. Researchers at
the 'University of California at
Davis found gulls and terns to

be feminised in parts of the
United States where concen-
trations of PCBs are highest.
And researchers at the
University of Texas showed
that low doses of oestrogen-
like chemicals applied to the
shells of turtle eggs can induce
ovary formation in otherwise
male turtles.

in:lplhlt of

Child at;us_e
kills 2000 1n
US a year

WASHINGTON, Apr 27 :
_Child abuse has become a pub-
lic health crisis in the United
States, killing at least 2.000
children a year and seriously
injuring 142,000, a national
study said on Wednesday, re-
ports Huutﬂ'h | -
~——A tomprehensive survey
the US Board on Child
abuse and Neglect found more
pre-school age children were
dying from injuries inflicted by
parents than from falls, chok-
ing, suffocation, drowning or

house fires.

Abuse and neglect is far



