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ATIAGHATA is not such u

famous or well-known

ace that one would he-
ar s pame and recognize n
inmediately Bul it is definetely
a part of Bangladesh. Batiaghata
is a thana under Khulna dis-
trict. But some unexpected in-
cidents amnl facts have brought
it to public atlention, mainly
through continual press
coverage. The prevailing situa-

““tion in this thana raises some

basic guestions in the mind of
the inhabitants of Batiaghata —
is this region a part of
Bangladesh? If so. then why is
" everything hostile here? The

local civil and palice admini-
stration are still plaving a role
‘contrary to the public policy

angl justice. Where they are
stibjected o mamiain neutr-

ality, they are doing everything
in favour of a section ol people
who are the owners ol various
shrimp flielkds (owners are

popularly known as gher
“maliks).
In grealer Khulna region

unexpected and inhuman
happenings out from shrimp
cultivation, specially unplan-
“netl and illegal cultivation, now
hayve hbecome normal. Rather it
is considered abnormal when
ne such evenis have occurred.
The southern part of Bangla-
desh specially Khulna-region i~
badly alfected with teérrorisin,
'The law apd order situation in
the arca is aggravaling day by

day as hired dgogus ol 1he gher
OWiIwrs  Resoirl to lerrorisi.’
Poor villagers whose lands are

attached (o the shrimp lelds
by force. and mot with their

consent are very likely to su-

Mer ppental ‘and physical trau-

it From the béginning. ever
“since such inhuman foreeful

rshrimp culuivation by the out-

tsiders. was stirned. the whole

-situation has been slowly but
" surely drle:ﬂunulﬂg

in Batiaghata, the 1t

amgunt of shrimp field l-

about te B000 acre. 5000

of the said amount is under “”**ﬂl 11

Baliadangi., Amirpur and Van-
dercoat Unjon Parishad. Most
-shrimp cultivators have no
licencé. In Batiaghata, at this
three union parishad. there is
no control prevailing over the
shrimp field and cultivation of
the thana shrimp cultivation
control committee. Gher ow-
.ners do not maintain any

administrative procedure or
rules.

There Is no national policy
.of  government on shrimp
_cultivation. There are only
. some local rules (not statutory

laws, only administrative or-

~ders) regarding shrimp cul-
. tivation. But even those are not
followed at all. Local thana
. administration also recognises
Lhis.

: Our constitution declares
_that € is egual before
. the law. But Bhatiaghati? It is
"in actuality, a deserted island.
~Might is right here. The
“villagers are deprived of their
- minimum basic human rights:
. Unplanned shrimp cultivation
-is not only destroying envir-
. onment but also creating vague
Jaw and order situation. Ow-
-ners ol shrimp ghers are
violaling human Tights. And it
,betomes a regular practice.
" The shrimp cultivation has
“been started desertification
. process in the southern dis-

Karer

byll-ntmw

An old woman aged 80 was
severely beaten, the sari of a young
girl was torn and a woman Ricked

outgftherimrﬂupsha.

iricts unplanned shrimp gher
destruys ecological balance of
the whole area. Many tress
have been destroyed. Survival
ol livestock is al stake and
salinity is destroying soil ler-

tility. Bat nobody of any guarter

pay any real and continual
altention 1o this alarming
situation.
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From Korunamoye to
Jaber Sheikh: Who is
the next target?

In 7th. 1990 shrimp

cultivator and 'gher owner' and
one of the richest persons of
the Pikeghacha union (polder
No. 22) Mr Wazed Ali's gang
attacked an area of polder No
22 to establish gher. Local men
and women unitedly resisied

cases against them by the
police and gher owners gath-
ered in' their village from
morning. (In absence of the
males, the females of the
villages are maintaining some
iype of normality or at least

ng to do so even now). At
10 AM suddenly everyone
became terrified. Constable
Selim with some other unk-
nown person (may be police)
attacked the villagers. brutally,
in civil dress. As a risull. an
old woman aged 80O, was
severely bealen. The sari of a
young girl was torn by the said
group. A woman was kicked
out to the river Rupsha. Such
inhuman and mercyless inci-
dents were not for the first
time in 7th April. Before 7th
April. there were several

I.ﬂ'.lpﬂ-"- “'

A wumnnﬁcuﬂcd ‘Koru-
namuye Sarder died as a result
of 'their ruthless and random
firing.

Sheikh Jaber Ali, (32), an
Union Council member of No 7
Amirpur union under Batia-
ghata Police Station died on
September 21 at Dhaka Me-
dical College Hospital after he
sustained injuries from a bomb
attack allegedly by local and
Khulna Jatio Party 'goons’' who
own a number of large shrimp
lields.

Jaber Ali. son of Afsar Ali of
Dhon Village (also
known as Koria to the locals) is
one of three murdered In
shrimp fields 'in , greater
Khulna district. Anybody who
goes against the gher owners,
he has to pay a heavy price
which is generally his life.
Panic has gripped the entire
locality. Now a genefal ques-
tion raises — who is the next
target of the gher owners after

Korunamoye and Jaber
Sheikh?

The is lack of
minimum basic human

Date line 7th April. 1995.

* Place: Jhalbari Village Most of

the male-villagers who have
been turned into absconders,
following the filing of several

BEIRUT I[Eplhllt'w'sl — Ad--

vacales of conservative Islaude
doctrine here cldimed recently
two legal victories — one on
polygamy and another on the
wearing of veils by female stu-
dents.
.. Femninist circles have re-
acted angrily to a ruling by the
' Supreme Constitutional Court
affirming .a man's right to
- marry up to lour wives,

The Court under Judge.

“ Awad El Morr ruled that a wife
Miling for divorce because her
“husband took a second wile
has o prove o the judge that
she suffered material or psy-
chological hardship because ol
the husband's action. Other-
“wise she will not be eligible for
divorce.

Legal experts explained that

“under a personal status law

" passed in 1979, a wife was en-
titled to automatic divorce —
provided she applied for it — if
her bhusband took a second
wife. Dut this law was amended
in 1985 with the additional
provision about “!f‘ resulting
"harm".

Judge EI Mmr ruled that

,every man has the right to

marry up to four wives in ac-
caordance with the clear texts
of the Quran (Islam's hal]r
book) which permit polygamy.”

The wile therefore has no
right o seek diverce simply
because her husband remar-
ried — (he second marriage
does nol by itsell constitute
harm-even il the first ‘wife re-

sents the second.
A wife may seek divorce; he
rrlah‘led "only if her husband
remarrying caused her
harm that cannet be condoned
by the standards of Shari‘a
(Islamic law]. making it im-'
possible for the two to con-

tinue living Logether, an the

condition that the judge must
have [ailed in the attempt ai
reconciling them. The mea-
sure of the harm must be mea

. sured by objective, not Euhj-EL-

live, standards...
For lawyer Mahfouz Assam,
the ruling did not create a new

,1.’!_?

istances of inhuiian ‘and
hnrhorlc happenings caused by
the gher owners and their
hired mastans.

While supporters of the
women's movement are
demanding equal rights for
women, in Batiaghata an old
woman aged eighty, a 24 year
young woman and 12 year old
girl are severely harrassed/
injured for want of minimum
basic human rights. Equal
rights is out of their imagi-
nation. They are struggling for
the fundamental right to live
with dignity.

Pretilatas are rising

After the death of Jaber
Sheikh and the corpse was
brought to the locality. the
locals specially women have
deinonstrated their sirong
proiest and heostility to non
loeal shiriinp cultivators. They
have itaken possession of
almost all ghers owned by the
non-locals and are set to resist
the illegal shrimp cultivators :u
any cosl.

The death ol Jaber Sheikh
has greatly moved the people
ol Batiaghata thana specially
the people ol No. 7 Amirpur
Union and given them the
impetus to. flatly go against
absentee gher organizers.

The striking point ol the
anti-shrimp culllvﬂtiun mm'r-

Women' S ri

legal situation nor did it. repre
seil an addition to the

sonal status law. "The ruing
merely confirmed the man's

right to remarry. It is based on
the, Constitution which stipu-

lLites that Shari'a'is the main
source ol legislation. This rul
ing is in accordance with the
Shari'a.”

Islamic

writer Salinaz

Kazem holds a different view,
“Just as the Qur'an allows a

Batiaghata: Women Rise Against
Feudal Oppression

ment is the vast participation
of woinen. The social structure
of these villages are very cons-
ervalive. The rate of literacy
among them is very low. But
inspite of all that stands
aganinst them. the women of
ihe Batiaghala thana are rising.
The backward social structure
has been changing o a new
horizon. Women are no longer
unconscious about their eco-
nomic fate and social repre-
ssion. The present movement
against the gher orgamizers
and oulrageous local police
admintstration makes them
comisciotis. uniled and deter
mindd to treach their desired
vodl. No doubdt it is an rem-
arkable advancement when
rise ol lundamentalism and
futwabazi are atlempting to
suppress women countrywide.
After the death of Jaber
Sheikh, the women of Karer
Dhon and Jhalbari village has
made all out movement againsi
the culprits and they grew
resistances several limes, even
with their daily necessaries
like jhata’.

Her name is Amina Khatun,
she lives in Karer Dhon. Her
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age is acvording to her inlor:
mation, ‘any age [rom twenty
lo twentv-five'. Amina with
other village women grew
resistance with ‘jhata’. This

‘wriler asked Amina the cause

ol her participation in the mo-
vement in such a courageous
way. "This is a question of our
survival. There is very [ew
males in the village now. Mosl
of them have absconded. The
‘mastaans’ threaten us, (he

police suppresses us in many
ways. How can we live if we do

not raise our voice against the .

gher organizers. their gaug
and the outrageous police.” an
afgry Amina replied.

"You, give me an answer of a

question which we can not

soive. Is it (Batiaghata-writer)
is a part of Bangladesh or not?
Il not, 1 need not want to get
any answer. But if this is a part
ol Bangladesh. then my dear
son please tell e why such
things are happening”™? An
olderly Naimura Begum aged
62 suddenly asked me the
question which | coul not
dnswer. 3

Let us hope we will havre an
answer to the question. soon.

(The writer is the execulive
member of Law Review, Uni-
rersity Student, Centre for
Legal Research).
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. diienal practiees harmaful to

Conference to Focus on Violence

I the |inited States one woman is physically abused every
eight seconds. In Peru 70 per cent of all crimes reported 1o
poice are ol women beaten by Lheir husbands. In Norway 25
por cent of female gynecological patientg have been sexually
abused by their partners. In the biggest slum in Bangkok.
Thailand. 50 per cent of married women are beaten regularly.

Those stalistics. compiled by the Pacific Institute for
Women's Health, are for the year 1990, but viclence
women is as old as civilization. Women of all ages everywhere
have been and contirue to be victims of viclence. However, in
maost societies. until very recently. the problern has been wl-

eraled and in some cases condoned. covered by a veil of se
creey ol oerril

I wasnt umil the 1985 Third World Conference on
Women in Nairobl thal a group of American women lobbied Lo
have the problem placed on the inlernational agenda. For
the flirst time an ollicial UN document. entitled “Strategies
for the Advancement of Women to the Year 2000.," shed light
on the staggering pervasiveness of the problem:; labeled vio-
lenice against women ‘a major obstacle” to women's achieve-
ment of equalily, development and peace; and called for legal
measures to prevent gendér-based violenee,

Now, as preparations are being compleied for the final
wormen's conference of the 20th century, vielence againsi
woinen is one ol Lhe major issues on the agenda.

Maria Antonietta Berriozabal, a community activist and
presidential appeintee on the US delegation to the confer-
ence, says that violence against women is “one of the over-
reaching issues” Lhat will be addressed when the Fourth
World Conlerence on Women convenes in Beljing in Seplem-
ber. "It doesn't matter what region of the world, it is a prob-
lem o one degree or another.” :

Berriozabal said in a recent interview that at preparatory
meetings she attended in Latin America, as well as for the US
delegation. violence against women has become "our number
one issue.”

The issue has "always been there." she continued, "In some
cultures o 4 greater extent than others; only now women
have [(seen) enough written about it and it's In the news me-
dia. It's now out in public so women are apt to acknowledge it
and aim to do something about it."

Delegates to the conference have prepared a "Platform for
Action” that they hope to have adopted at the conference,
which will be held from September 4 to 15. The platform
identifies 11 critical areas that are obstacles te the advance-
ment of women. Violence against women is one of the key ar-
eas addressed.

The Platform for Action acknowledges that in all societies,
to a greater or lesser degree, "women and girls are subjected
to physical. sexual and psychological abuse which culs across
lines of income, class and culture.”

"The term violence against women' means any act ol gen-
der based violence that results in, or is likely to result in,
phvsical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women,
including threats of such acts. coercion or arbitrary depriva-
tion of liberty, whether occurring in public or private life.”
the platform reads.

it specifically ciles types of abuse — including the sexual
abuse of female children in the household, dowry-related vio-
lence. marital rape. female gemital mutilation and other tra-

women. sexual harassinent, in-
timidation at work or school, and forced prostitution.
The platform recommends that governments not invoke

any customs. tradition or religious
their obligation to protect women from acts of violence: that
they enact or reinforce penal. civil, labour and administrative
sanctions in domestic legislation to punish and redress the
wrongs caused to women and girls; and that they provide
woutent who are subjeeted to violence with access to judicial
process o remnedy the harm they have suffered.

Governunents and other groups are encouraged Lo provide
sheliers and relief for battered women and girls, to support
Ll indtiatives of women's organizations to raise awarenéss of
the issue of violence against women, and to develop programs
to eliminate sexual harassment and other forms of violence n
schools. the workplace and elsewhere.

Berriozabal. who is active in politics and communily pro-
jects in her town of San Antonio. Texas, said that one of the
benefits of the Women's Conference and its preparatory ses-
sion is that the meetings bring into focus "the depth, the
gravity of the violations which are different from region to re-
gmn and from culture to culture” and put the problem in a

"global perspective.”

Delegates have had to "deal with some areas of the world
where what is being done to women and little girls that is
violent is unimaginable to some r.':_l‘ us, absolut:ly
unimaginable.” she said.

"So when we make a statement in the {(Platform for Action)
that we must combat and eradicate all lorms of viclence
against women — that's a major statement: that's powerful
statement, particularly in some areas where perhaps women's
voices are not valued that much,” Berriozabal maintained.

A 1993 World Bank report estimated that in industrialized
cotintries, rape and domestic violence take away almost one
year in every five healthy years of life of women aged 15 to 44.
The World Health Organization (WHO) points out that vio-

considerations to avoid

By Judy Aita
USIA United Nations Correspondent
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three reports being sexually abused during childhood or ado-
lescence. In India, where "bride burning” is a known practices
official police records show 4.835 women were killed In
1990 due to the failure of their families to meet demands
lor money and goods. Globally, at least two million girls a year
experience genital mutilation. In Sae Paulo, Brazil, 70 per
cent ol all reported cases of violence against women took
place in the home. In Canada, 62 per cent of women -mur-
dered in 1987 died at the hands of their spouses.

Berriozabal pointed out that there has been an evolution, if

~ not a revolution. in attempting to put an end to the problem.

“The first step in some countries, as in the United States,
is to acknowledge it — educate women that it exists and what
it is. " she said. "For example, in our own country we know
that when a young woman is in a home where the father bat-
ters the wife — her mother — she grows up thinking that's
normal. We have had to educate ourselves on the fact there
are some things vou don't tolerate as a woman. That's the
Lrst siep.” .

The second step, Berriozabal said, "is to have a public ac-
knowledgement that it is happening. The nexit one is to have
the women themselves say it,- name it, and then work to
eradicate it. and finally. to have the governinents accept those
voices and fund programs that will actually take care of it."

Berriozabal noted that in the past 15 years the number of
recorded rapes has continued to increase. "Then the ques-
tion is: are there more rapes or s it just women now report
them? My own opinion.” she said.” is that probably they have
been there all along.”

Berriozabal said that she hus been “inpressed, motivated,
and inspired by the programs of the women in Latin America.
Most of the governments have sponsored programs for
women against viglesice.” She said that she took home to

Texas — where there is a coalition of women's organization

that have been working on the issue of vialence against

women [or several years — many posters and booklets l’rnm
Ec uadnr Argentina and Colombia.

The Platform for Action will be adopted, she }:l‘ﬂﬂded II

will be "one more step on the way to women's empowerment
areund the world,” But. she said, the most important part of
the Fourth International Women's Conference is the tremen-
dous impact
a forum™where that voice is honoured.”

"of women speaking for themselves” and having
Berriozabal said that she is heading to Beijing inspired

"with the hope in the voices of the women from all over the

lenice may lead to depression. drug or alcohol abuse, sexually
{ransmitted diseases and HIV infection, suicide and death.
According to UN documents prepared for thé conference,
the statistics show an alarming variety and prevalence of vio-
lence against woimen. For instance, in Barbados one woman in

world [rom
communities ...
those women get very loud.”

"1 never.
the voices ol women.”

little villages, urban areas, from indigenous
that change will happen as the voices of

never underestimate the (remendous power of
she said.

ights se

by Mounir B Abboud

man to marry up to four wives,
it also provides preconditions.”
She referred to a Qur'anic
verse which says that unless a
man deals with his wives
equally, he should content
himself with one wife. "You
cannot take one part of the
@Qur'an and ignore the other

stitutional Court not only con-
firmed the personal status law
but "represented an attempt by
Lhe reactionary extremist
trend to use this law to impose
their views on society.”

The ruling, she added.
‘pdsed a threat by establishing
a precedent for many women

The new court ruling is an "attempt by
the reactionary extremist trend to

impose their views on society"

parts.” she said.
There is also an Islamic
iradition, she added, that a

-woman is entitled to a divorce

for the mere fact that she dis-
likes here husband, provided
she renounces her rights as a
tlivorcee such as the right to
alimony. "This.lslamic licence
has been in force since the
tdlays of the Prophet himseilf."
she said. when he granted di-
vorce to a woman with this
complaint "on the condition
that she did not rtnim her
rights.”

Hala Shukrallah of the New
Women's Studies Centre said
the ruling passed by the Con-

who filed for divorce and now
will have to wait for years in
order to get it.” She called the
ruling a "human rights viola-
tion.”

Mona Zulfigar of the NGO
(non-governmental organiza-
tion] Forum said: "We wish to
return to the 1979 law under
which women did riot need to
prove anything to be able to
gel a divoree. Il is a pity thai
instead of going forward, we
are moving backwards.”

In another development,
the Adminisirative Court
ordered the annulment of De-
cree Number 113 on the
“unifieation of school uniforms”

t back.

issucd by Education Minister
Hussein Kamel Bahaeddin.

The decree, which required
parental approval If a girl
wished to wear the veil to
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school, had
cal and conservalive Islgmic
quarters. One group de-
nouticed il as a violation ol Is-
lamic Sharia. declaring it

" "made disobedjence 10 what

God ordained.”
On behalfl of 50 parenis, 10
Islamic lawyers flled a lawsuit

angered both radi-

seeking the decree’'s abroga-
uon.

In its order. Lhe lhree-
member court under presiding
judge Abdel Aziz Hamada said:

ulating public freedoms

done only by means ol a

law. These freedoms include

personal freedom which Arti-

cle 41 of the Constilution de-

scribed as an inviolale natural
right.”

The court pointed out that
the current education law does
not include any provisien

specifying school uniforms and
does not authorize the Educa-
tion Minister to do so,
"Consequently, the Minister's
decree amounted to an en-
cropachment on Lhe powers ol
the legislative lulhﬂﬂly. the
court said.

" Showuts of "Allahu Akbar
(God is great)” resounded from
bearded Islamisis in a court-
room as soon as the judge pro-
nounced his verdict. School-
girls wearing the veil or the
khimar (a veil reaching down
to the waist) beamed.

Said lawyer Abdel Halim
Mandour: “This is a blow in the
face of the government. We
thank the Minister of Educa-
tion for pushing the people o
speak out by issuing this de-
cree

The court order may be
coniested within 30 davs. bant
ihe decree will remain lroeen
according o the lawyer. -
Depthnew's Asia



