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Pak-Bangla Ties

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's two-day official
visit to Pakistan seems to have brought into focus
some of the less explored or even unexplored
areas with tremendous potential for bilateral co-
operation. Begum Zia and her Pakistani coun-
terpart Benazir Bhutto have also expressed their
common view that the South Asian region should
evolve a ‘collective position’ for protecting its in-
terests at the international level. This is actually a
reiteration of a position adopted at the 7th

SAARC summit in Dhaka.
The two countries needed to take a look at the

baggage of history strictly within the purview of
bilateral relations for a re-invigdration of their
ties. However the joint communique is conspicu-
ous by its silence over two of the most outstand-
ing issues admittedly vexing relations between
the two countries. These are the repatriation of a
quarter of a million of Pakistani citizens living in |
Bangladesh angd eagerly waiting to return,to
‘Pakistan; and Bangladesh's claim to pre-1971 as- |
sets, We do not say these issues should stand in

the way of breaking new grounds on bilateral co-*
operation in the areas of trade and investment. In

fact, those issues can be addressed even after re-

lations have improved in various other areas. What

- is rfeeded is the sincerity of will and purpose.

If this was any criterion for the two countries
to come closer, then Begum Zia's visit has amply
demonstrated its fulfilment. The fact that the
‘Pakistani Prime Minister has signalled that her
government is ready to consider reduction of tar-
iff on the import of jute and jute goods from
Bangladesh bodes extremely well because
Bangladesh is in a position to meet all of
Pakistan's requirement of these two items.
Pakistan's willingness to buy telephone cables
from Bangladesh also is a demonstration of her
intent to cut back on the trade imbalance.
Although Pakistan has agreed to collaborate;in the
energy sector. one wished there were some more
details on this. Both countries haVe recently
signed memoranda of understanding with
American companies for power generation. This
is an area that calls for huge investment and. that
Pakistan is coming forward to assist desh
in this field is good augury. The unders on
agricultural cmperatinn goes down very well here
as well.

- Let the goodwill extend to the entire region
for turning it into a most vibrant ecconomic zone,

Narsingdi Hell

Ndrsingdl is. a haunted town now. Panic has
overtaken the ordinary conduct of life there as
every morning — over a fortnight’'s time — brings
in new cases to people with bludgeoned head,
dead or very close to it. Since the first of this
series of killings occurring on April 11, 20 cases
of battered head have been found, six of these
dead and the rest surviving till now with a few in
a grievous state and some with impaired faculties.
Narsingdi is only a district town, indeed an over-
grown prosperous village. How can its small and
close cohesive society take such mauling of the
mind?

The pattern of the crime is unusual. All the
victims were. attacked while sleeping out in the
open. With the weather sizzling as never before,
people prefer to sleep oui. And there is again a
goodly number of people who do not have a
roofed place.to rest. The word for them is float-
ing population.

Serial killing of the Jack-the-ripper type is
quite unknown in our country. And the attacks
speak of a team of killers more like the Brazilian
vigilante that have for years been prowling the
streets of mega cities like Sau Paulo and killing
floating young people by the hundred. What can
be behind the Narsingdi killings — discouraging
the squatters from swarming the town? Who is
going to benefit from this and how?

The incredible situation in Narsingdi is a di-
rect threat to all that goes by the name of civilisa-
tion. Security, authority, law and order. And is a
murderous stab at the functioning of the govern-
- ment. This is not the case of a stray and lonely
maniac striking unpredictably at unlikely places.
An organised gang of criminals working in
groups and striking within a known and small
area - should have been a dream case for police.
At the same time this could have ‘been a great
occasion for social resistance action. Why isn't
an at all moving there in Narsingdi except
the killers’ bludgeon?

Is it a case of a few seating in elevated perches
in Dhaka taking the hellish situation as one of
only local importance de to be handled on
the thana level? The authorities should know bet-
ter and it is expected that they would forthwith
bring the -whole governmental power to bear
upon the tiny area of challenge to authority and
law and humanity. -

Passm%‘ a Stalwart
Mr G M Syed e colourful Sindhi political

leader died on Tuesday in Karachi. He was in
coma for about a month and died of respiratory
roblems. He was interned in his own house in
992 on charge of sedition. All his life he had
been in and out of jail — a victim of political per-
secution. As a fit le to his unbending political
will he died in incarceration. '
His life*spanned almost the whole of this cen-
tury and he was a senior political leader when
India was partitioned in 1947. Although he had
come close to Congress leaders Mahatma Gandhi
and Jawaharlal N in the early years of his
litical career he later on switched over to M
League in the forties joining the party in its fight

for Pakistan.

- Subsequently, he fell out with the Punjabi-
duminated Pa stan establishment, and he
remained an island of hope and struggle for all
who felt the same way. For this hanour he had to

pay a hefty price — about three decades behind
two

A mdn of courage,

mb and erudition was
he. With his death a s out of the Pakistani
political scene — a | t of democratic inspiration
and cultural self-determination.

He was a ﬁd man, steadfast unto death in his
love of his d

_ and his people. We mourn his

I N this age of electronics
and mass communica-
tions, the visual barrage
ol propaganda material plays a
distinctive part in the
of public perceptions. Dgmo-
cracy Is thus. in a manner of
speaking, a hostage to the
media. The influence of the
media ‘is seen to deminant
effect even where the
percentage of literacy is quite
high: in countries with low
literacy rate. TV and radio
eccupy a much more over-
whelming role in influencing
the mass mind. However, in
the matter of exercising their
right' of adult franchise there is
a large grey area. The electoral
pattern shows that on the av-
erage almost 50 per cent of
the electorate do not take part
in the exercise of aduM fran-
chise in most parts of the
world. both in the developed

aimdd underdeveloped, though
due 1o diflerent reasons rang-

ing from cymicisim to apathy. Al
the same time, even among
those who do vote. a greater
percentage is usually silent
rather then vocal. For the most
part, whether it is a dictator-
ship or a western-type democ-
racy, it is a sirong and/or shrill
minority with a gift ol the gab
or the advantage of a charis-
matic persouality which gen-
erally holds sway over the si-
lent majority. This led late US
President Richard Nixon to
destribe (his silent mass by
coining the phrase, "the great
silent majority."

Western type democracy is
based on the political party
systemn where there is a clear
ideological divide. Even today
there is a difference between
Democrals and Republicans,
Conservatives and Labour, So-
ciil Democrats and Christian
Demwocrats. Socialists and Re-
publicans, etc. etc. Not so in
third world countries, espe-
cially those based on more or
less, spme religious ideology.
With the cold war between
capitalism and socialism end-

ing in favour ol the former. the
lustre for socialism among

third world leaders [aded
rapidly away. In any case many
so-called socialists were found
to be the greatest thieves of
public money or property.
Even commmitted socialists be-
came born-again capilalists as
Thatcher-ism swept away the
ravages (hat socialism had
wrought 1o already fragile
economies. As the distinction
between the political parties
became blurred. fresh ideas
and chartsmatic personalities

emerged as the dominant
force in politics., Bedevilled by
nepotism and corruption. with
accountability a matter of
rhetoric only (or used at best
for political victimisation), the
masses across a wide swath-of
nations have increasingly
turned to anything that
promises , clean government
and a return to basic [amily
values enshrined in every reli-
gion and civilization. The trend
of the masses has been to re-
voll against the system and
prefer to go outside the politi-
cal system to search [or
saviours who promise to take
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HE racially divided So-
uth Pd{‘lltl“ republic of

11
I Fiji has started a raging

contreversy by proposing to
admit up (o 28.000 rich
Chinese business immigrants.
- Cabinet approval of the

- scheme appears to be based on

the expected need of many
wealthy Hong Kong Chinese to

find new homes in 1997 when

the People's Republjc govern-
ment takes over the territory
as well as Fiji's need to boost
economic development.

For a non-refundable appli-
cation fee of US $30,000 plus

“another US $100.000 for in-

vestment in Fiji government-

approved projects. Hong Kong

Chinese can gain residence in
the South Pacific country.

- The government aims Lo
approve 7.000 investor "units”
— each unit consisting of not
more than four people in a
family — over the next three
‘years. The government has
stated that the proposal aims
to establish a specla] residen-
tial Settlement Yor the Chinese
— complete with schools and
health centres — although it

Sir, | read with interest the
article on the former Yu-
goslavia published on April 6 in
your paper, | was disappoin-
ted, howeyer, by one comment
that Mr Arshad-uz . Zaman
makes, and | sincerely hope he
will reconsider. He accurately
describes the tragic situation
in Bosnia, which cries out for
construetive efforts to bring
this war o an end and bring
back peace to the lives of a

war-weary population. :
~ However, there is one
comment he makes that is
contradictory to the spirit of
the rest of the article. He
states that the Croats "have
had a relative easy time as a

‘separate sovereign dtate.” In

fact, the Slovenians and the
Croatians n‘: the first vh:-
tims of

it was particulurl]r in Ermtla
that the Serbians perfected
their genocidal, land-grabbing,
terrorist tactics. Croatia was
the first country to suffer ev-

“the statement said.

- The Great Silent Mmonty

The trend of the masses
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them batk to their basic needs
and desires.

These "saviours™ have also
tended to mostly appear [rom
outside the pelitical system as
a reaction to the system in
vogue, those within the system
having hackneyed answers
only, if any, and even then ba-
sically found to be universally
corrupt and/or inefficient or
both. The freshness of new
emerging leaders who do not
OWe any debts to any-
body enhances the public per-
ception of their clean image
and appeal. The most striking
example of successiul exploita-
tion of the populace in recent
times has been by billionaire
Italian businessman Silvio Ber-
lusconi who intelligently ex-
ploited the situation with the
help of his media empire to

promise a clean administration

to the Italian masses. His new
party "Forza Italia” rode into
majority
Italy with Berlusconi as the
PM. Ironically, Berlusconi has
now lost his PM's job because
of allegations of the very cor-
ruption that he had promised
to eradicate, severely damag-
ing his lustre ir the public
mind. However, the former PM
remains a force to be reckoned
with in any future elections.
Because the public broad-
casting system. the TV and ra-
dio. is always under govern-
ment control and churns out
pro-government anti-opposi-
tion rhetoric without excep-
tion, the credibility of the pro-
paganda does become suspect
in the perception of- the
masses. One reaction is to turn
to media with greater credibil-
ity e.g. BBC. The other reaction
is L0 place grealer reliance on
a grassroots-lype of word of
mouth communication. In such
¢lrcumstances, charismatic
ideas and personalities tend to
have a definitely greater influ-

ence over “"the great silent ma-

joriiy” who yearn lor somne-
thing pure and simple. As long
as the masses are convinced
that the message is geinnne
and synonymous with their de-
sires of clean. honest and re-
sponsive administration. the

- personality and the movemem

of the "saviours” that promise
to redeem their prayers pro-
vide clear alternative to the
system they are used to (and
suller under).

This phenomenon can be
labelled as a "force,” "pressure
group,” "movement.,” etc. it

~doksn't matter, it soon devel-

ops an inherent momenium of
its own. becoming a force Lo be
reckoned with. Its initial
prigress is built on the under-
estimation. of its strength and
cireetion by those in power.
its inherent strength is being
the absolute opposite in the
mass perception to what Lhe
public is normally used 10. pol-
itics as usual with its accom-

hopes the migrants will inte-
grate into local society.

Interest in the scheme was
linked to the government's
economic policy of encourag-
ing domestic markel growth
and economic diversification,
If imple-
mented. the -scheme offers
opportunities for economic ad-
vancemernt and the creation of
at least 50,000 new jobs.

In the absence ol further

details the scheme becomes, -

as 'one resident said, "very
woolly”. "We're just sitting
tight waiting Lo see what hup-
pens.”

Hong Kong-based company
Asia Oceanic Development is
said to be promoting the
scheme but F‘ijj s honorary
consul general in Hong Kong
Desmond lLee has failed to lo-
cate it. Cabinet Secre:tary

- Filimoni Jitoko told a Fijian

newspaper it was possible the

company was in the process of

heing registered. But whether

it was registered or not was "of

no inunediate concern”, he
addecl.

Fiji's lndlian leaders. how-

ervthing that Bosnia is suller-
ing right now, and a shaky

. cense fire continues to divide

Croatia, with Serbs controlling
at least 30% of the Croatian
republic's territory and no
guarantees for the future! This
is hardly having "a relatively
easy time as a separate,
sovereign state.”

The reason | raise the topic
is not to correct an error of

fact in the article. | raise the

topic because the manner of
tion gives rise to the
that there is an error of

fail to notice” a

ference to their viclations nl'
human rights and decéncy.

There was no decisive interna-
tional action to save Croatia. It
was Lhis indifference that
convinced the Serbs that the
world would be egually indif-
ferent to the same tactics they
are continuing te use in Bosnia.
" The lesson for the world is
that all human rights

d._.-.-l..-l-ll- . 'l.-.I_.

coalition power in

paniment of a client-patron re-
lationship inculcating nepo-
tism, corruption, chicanery,
fraud. looting of the public till,
graft. etc. In a perverse way for
those who would suppress the
message of the new message

mmmmmﬁm
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all lﬂihblt- Cut off from the
wfstern money and material
that was flowing in during the
height of the war, and
more Mujahideen groups
turned to drug manufacturing
and smuggling to finance thefr

AS | SEE IT

 Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

bearers by fair means or loul,
the suppression of their mes-
sage adds to their appeal.

In the Asiap sub-continent,
major movements influencing
the electoral process in con-
trast to traditional political
parties has been seen in India
through its democratic history
eg. the untouchables, groaning
under the selfish, closed upper
secis of the Hindu religion is
not any new phenomenon. Re-
cently new political forces
bhased on the reaction to the
traditional parties, Congress,
BJP. Janata Dal (JD), are in-
creasingly coming into their
own in the Indian heartland
e.g. Bihar, UE, etc. Cuiting
broadly across most religious
and racifl lines. new back-to-
basics movements have tended
to become political forces to
be reckoned with.

Perhaps the most spectacu-
lar display of a "third force” is
in Afghanistan where feudal
society, ethnic and sectarian
divisions as well as dominant
personalities complicated by a
decades old civil war had en-
sured a fractured society
seemingly impossible to repair.

With Mujahideen acting as
feudal warlords rather than the
liberators they professed to be,
an adverse reaction was always
on the ‘cards. The almost
bioodless revolution that has
heralded the advent of the
genuinely neutral Islamic Tal-
ibaan has puwt almost hall of

Alghanistan s land area to date

under its sway in less than iwo
nionths. By applying deeds 1o
their rhetoric of restoring
peace and tranquillity they
have caught the imaginalion of
the Afghans suffering under
the highhandedness and brig-
andry of the different Mu-
jahideen groups that had taken
over in various local areas in
the name of [reedom from So-
viet tutelage.

Afghans saw more destric-
tion of their towns and cities
along with civilian deaths in
thé last two/three years than
during the entire course ol the
10-year civil war. Every local

armed band decided to levy

toll tax on the roads and high-
ways, the result has been inor-
dinale rise in Lhe price of con-
sunwr ilems, i.e. il they are at

survival. Internal travel was
almost next to impossible in
the presence of the "loll tax”
for looting) imposed by these
armed groups. In contrast, the
advent of the Talibaan saw all
these disappear like chaff.

There can be no greater
manifestation of Afghanistan's
problems than the permuta-
tions and combinations bedev-
illing the country because
the illiterate "General® Rash

Dostum, Uzbek warlord eof .

Mazar-i-Sharifl, who Has cre-
ated a mercenary foree,
Jumbish Milli that remained
loyal to Seviet Union during
the entire course of the war,
changing sides only when the
Russians had left and thus
surviving. Even Ahmed Shah
Masood. eulogised as a great
anti-Soviet fighter. made sepa-
rate peace with the Soviets
from time to lime when it
suited him. Dostum and Ma-
sood became unlikely allies in
"conquering” Kabul as the

. Communist Gosernment dis-

appeared in the wake of the
Soviet departure, thereafter
they fell apart. With the
greater threat of the Talibaan
looming over them, they are

increasingly looking to be al-
lies again but they offer no

change to a war weary popula-
tion. Already Dostum is trying
to create a new reality by
threatening to divide
Afghanistan between that Pash-
tuns and non-Pashtuns
whereas President Burhanud-
din Rabbani seems to be op-
po~cd to it

The Talibaan phenomenon
1s a welcome third force 10 the
population because in the areas
they now control they have
disarmed’ all groups irrespec-
tive ol their affiliation. opened
up all the roads in their con-
trol for Iree travel. imposing

peace and tranquillity which

once seemed to be an impossi-
ble dreani. Above all an atmo-
sphere ol [reedom and return
to family values is all-prevalent.
This has caught the imagina-
tion of the broad mass of
Alghans who constitute the
great silent majority. The mo-

mentum of the third force is
thus maintained by the per-

ception of the great mass ol
populace that was fed up ol the

William Gasson writes from Suva

The Chinese would ;;ut the last nail in the‘Fﬁiml-

L

ever. [ail to see it that way. "It
only goes to prove that the

“whole Chinese scheme is8 an-

other racket,” said a suspicious
Mahendra Chaudhry, opposi-
tion Labour parliamentary
leader, who wanted to know
the names of the company's
shareholders.

Indians, who first arrived in
Fiji 115 years ago as inden-

.tured labourers for the sugar

industry, make up around 45
per cent of Fiji's 740,000
population. Their domination
of Fijlan business created ill-
leeling among the less com-
mercially inhl:]ined indjgenuua
land-owning Fijians.

When the country's first
Indian-dominated government
came to power in 1987 it set
«off two military coups led by
current Prime Minister Sitveni
Rabuka. Giving Indians politi-
cal, as well as commercial,

domination of Fiji was totally

Elnnuldmg thuu: uil‘ tht Crnal—

ians) are sacred. It we limit
our concern only to certain
humans, then the rights of all
humans are in danger. The
rights of a person cannot be-
come important to me simply
because of linguistic, religious,
ethnic, or ideological consid-
erations — this is a return, in a
different form, of the tribalism
of a by-gone era. The rights of
every person must be sacred
simply because he/she too is a
human ke me and each per-
son is my brother or sister,
This, | am convinced, is the
correél attitude if we are to
avoid future Bosnilas and future
Croatias and to respect the
rigl'rlll of every individual as
well.

Concerned reader

Popularisation of
centres
Sir. The BSCIC has taken a

practical step with its scheme
to provide loans lor the open-

unacceptable to the iﬂdigEﬁDUS
population.

The coups restored politi-
c¢al supremacy to indigenous
Fijians and thousands of skilled
Indians fled the islands. A sub-
sequent Constitution — which
is due for review in 1997 —
ensu;ed that Indians would
remain a political minority.

Into that recipe for racial
resentment the government
new wants to add a larger
Chinese ingredtent. the pre-
sent Chinese community num-
bers argund 4,700. .

"What can the government
offer the Chinese in terms of
citizenship when it denies
equal rights to Indians who
have lived in Fiji for 115 years
and contributed so much to
Fiji's social and economic wel-
fare?” Mr Chaudhry asks.

Comments on the scheme
range from realism to reac-
tionary. Bill Yee. president of

g ol more l.mupulrr priut
centres |(secretariate services)
in the country (Star stafl re-

port. April 24). This service by

the small business persons has
become popular in a society
where few small oflices and
homes can afford to possess a
personal computer; although
bank loans are now available
for lease pf PCs. (On the other
hand the telephone/fax ser-
vices offered by the small
shops have also become popu-
lar. but there are some grey
areas in the business which
have to be rectified).

The computer centres may
expand in the second phase
lalter one to two years] and
offer basic training facilities
also. to cater to the office stafl
([computer operators) and for
data entry serviges. An official
Code of Pracitice has to be is-
sued by the government to
regulate Lthese new services,
and the fees may be standard-
ined initially; later the market
lorces may take over. The dala
eniry business has a big export
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sitvation (and people like
Rashid Deostum) and desper-
alely desired what they now
see may be coming true in the
form of the Talibaan move-
ment. One [allout has been that
the UN-spgnsored Mesteri
initiative is bogged down and
may end up in failure in the
face of the Talibaan reality.
The great mass of the popu-
lace in third workl countries
juist wants to be able to live a
clean., honest life with ade-

s quale socio-economic facilities.

Being generally gullible to

charisma and rhetoric. they
lend to accept at [ace value
whatever' is fed to them by the '
governmert cordrolled media
or conversely a sophisticated

by the Opposition
till they

reach the breaking
point ,of teleration. As the

phrase implies, they generally
tend to remain silent on is-
sues. However. circumsiances
that test the limits of their pa-
tience can rouse them o anger
and whenever a catalyst in the
form of a personality or an idea

comes along that provides
them with an altermative teo

their sysiem. dhey become vul-
nerable to that promise, tend-
ing to goalesce around the
messenger. As history is wit-
ness, the “great silemt

ity” can be a poterit force once
aroused! One must beware of
“the rage of angels.”

Art LREAE
Buchwald's®
COLUMN IS

The Money 6ame

F you want to know who's running the world —
speculator named Reister,
known as the Bauer Lac mon

al the Zurich Bourse buying and

you who. It's a
Reister. who is

ster, spends his day

I el

selling
hard and soft currency. Everyone knows what he does, bul no
lives of

ore knows how he does it

Yet Reister can affect

the
every inan, woinan and child on this planet.

Here's how he operates. Suppose he wakes up in the
morning with a sour stomach. Whenever Reisfer had a bad
stomach in the past. hthadlhcurlclnbuymm

and sell American dollars.

S0 he kissess his wife goodby and she whispers to him,
"Promise me you won't buy any Mexican pesos today ”
Reister laughs and says.” For godssakes, woman, I'm enly

human.”

After arriving in the city Reister stops at the Golden Nestle
Cale lor colfee. He is joined by Hegel. the broker. and says to

him.
Germman Marks.”

| cant talk to you for very longhecause I'm going to buy

Hegel s cars go up. "Whal are you going Lo sell?”

"British pounds, Spanish pesetas and American dollars.”

As soon as Reister leaves for the bourse, Hegel gets on the
phone ané calls his brother. "Don't ask questions, Sell all our
dollars and buy German Marks, Japll'll.'!t yen and Greek

drachmas.”

Hegel's brother immediately starts dealing, and on the
floor ol the bourse Reister notices the dollar plunging into
the sea. He is elaied that his sour stomach hunch was right
and others have spotted the weakness of Lthe US currency.

It doesn't take the London. Paris or Tokyo money markets
long to see what's going on. "If Switzerland is selling dollars,
that means Wall Street is about to catch pneumonia,” a busi-
ness TV reporter from lceland declares.

The phones are ringing in Hong Kong. "Sell dollars and buy

Norwegian Krone.”

the dealers are shouting.

The Secretary of the US Treasury is awakened from a
sound sleep and told that someone somewhere is trying to
destroy the dollar. He is.advised to start buying greenbacks to
protect their value. The secretary calls up the “Treasury's
night teller and instructs him to go to the safe and withdraw
a billion dollars to shore up the country's currency. Unfortu-

nately.

once the world is oul concerning the Treasury ‘s ac-

tions. Lthe dollar sinks even lower than betore.

The worldwide

‘and nobody knows what to bet on any

markets are rocking by this time,

more. In the meantime,

Reister comes home from worfk and sits down io a large plate

of chicken and dumplings.
“What happened today?"
"Nothing much.

| sold a few dollars.

Mrs. Reister aai.r.l.

bought some Por-

tuguese escudos and then played chess with Hegel for the

rest of the afternoon,”

I3y arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and

UNB.

Migration Scheme Stirs up Racially Divided Fiji

. the Chinese Association of Fiji,

fears that any mass importa-
fieny of Chinese would have se-

~ rinus social repercussions. I

don’t think our infrastructure
cialt sustain a rapid rise like
thiat.” he said as he anticipales
that the additional population
would have a negative impact
on hospitals, housing and fac-
tories as well as schools and
other social services.

'He was disappointed that

the governmeni had not con-

sulted the local Chinese about
the proposal.

A more reactionary re-
sponse to this "deadly and poi-
sonous suggesiton” came from
Fijian Nationalism Party (FNP)
leader Sakiasi Butadroka. He
worries that, in time, Chinese
immigrants would also rule
over indigenous Fijians and
doom them to be "labourers for
the rest of their lives”.

"If the sick. illiterate and
enslaved Indian indentured
labourers could reverse their
living conditions to the Fijians
in a matter of 50 and more
years. the FNP is sure that

these Chinese would put the

|mltulmi (Indian export: one
billion dollars per annuwimnt).

The BCS (Bangladesh Com-
puler Society)] may institute an
Advisory Board to guide the
government policy in this re-
spect, in close coordination
with the private industry
lapproach apex bodies like the
FCCl and regional CCls),

It is also high time that
suilable seminars are held at
national level to review the PC
assembly industry in the coun-
try for cheap mass-productien.
Computer course has been
made compulsory in the
schools, so thousands of entry
jevel PCs would be required
during the next five years. The
basic monochrome model
without hard disc and windows
(both opiionall could be
cdluced al a cost below Taka
20,000 (need not go for the

latest high speed mod
els). Think PC, or pichiye
 holo

A Husnain

Doy

- not more- than 10

last nail in the Fijian |ml.ll,k:lzl
social and economic coffin in
years of
their arrival”, he said.

"Chinese will take our busi-
ness and our jobs." complained
building contractor Ambika

. Prasad Maharaj

Even church leaders have
written to Mr Rabuka warning
of "conmen and persuasive ex-
perts" and charging that too
many government officials
were immature and lacking in
integrity. They also express
fear that the migrants eould
bring crime and ::lﬂ;hcr con-
flict into an alre racially-
divided society.

Suggested Fiji's "Daily Post”
delicately: ‘It is prudent to be
cautious in such an ambitious
project.”

However, i:m of an immi-
nent Chinése invasion of Fiji
‘may be unfounded. Desmond
Lee reported from Hong Kong
that by early February less than
10 Hong Kong residents had
enquired about the migration
scheme — and they all thought
it too expensive.

— Depthnew's Asia

"Nuclear Nexus....."
Sir. Paragraph three ol your

. second post-editorial of 18-4-

95. titled "Nuclear Nexus that
Thrives on Hypocrisy.” writien
by Daya Kishan Thussu, Asso-
ciate Editer of Gemini News
Service, stales:

"The nuclear powers want
to ... preserve the privileges
that go with a nuclear capabil-
ity. such as a permanent seat
on the UN Security Couneil.”

On the date that Russia,
Britain, France and China (i.e.
4 outl of a total number of 5
secured a permanent seat on
the UN Security council, in

1945. none of them possessed
even a single nuclear weapon.

Therefore, Thussu's asser-
tion is simply misleading. The
above- mentioned lour obtalned
their seats because they were
the victorious greal powers of
the Second World War

M A Zajar Shah
Assti Pral] Depti
Relatwns. [
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