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Foday's 16-page issue
of Ehe Thily Star contains a
four-page prospectus of
Bexineco Textiles Lud.

NEWS BRIEFS
. PM goes to Hatiya

Minister
will arrive at Hatiya island to-
morrow afternoon. She will
address a public meeting at
the Hativa Dweep Government

College ground. Earlier in the
the Prime Minister

will attend a Navy function in
Chitragong. official seurces

saidl. reports UNB.
939658 officials,
employees

Siate Minisier for Estab-

fail if closure of Gaza, .

e

Donors pledged a total of
1.950 million US dollars in aid
to Bangladesh for fiscal 1996-
97 at the conclusion of the 3-
day annual Aid “Consortium
meeting in Pafis vgsterday,

According to a message re- |

ceived in Dhaka last night, the
pledged amount consisted of
1.570 million dollars in pro-
ject aid. 250 million dollars In
commodity ald and 130 mil-
llon dollars in food aid.

The amount exceeds the
carlier need-based estimates of
botlr the World Bank and the
government. which were
placed at an identical 1,850
willion dollars. and reflects
the strong support of the
donor community for the gov-
ernment’'s ongoing reform
measures. |

The recent slowdown in the
reform and structural adjust-
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menl initiatives. however.
came up for sharp criticism at
the meeting, where the donors
also expressed concern at the

uncertainty prevailing

the eountry.

" The donors that the
pebﬁc of Bangladesh would be
lhhlnﬂnda:ﬂluummﬂt
political problems, which is vi-
tal to lead the country from
slability to growth. They. how-
ever, appreciated the contin-
ted macroeconomic stability’ in
the country.

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman. in his opening state-
ment at the meet Tuesday,
reafllirmed the government's
commitment o the reform
reasures.

The minister led a 6-mem-
ber delegation at the meeting,
chaired by World Bank Vice
President! Joseph Wood and

‘plete or impor
were yel to take place and ob-

attended by representatives of
25 bilateral and multilateral
donur agencies,

In the country economic
memorandum (CEM). the
World Bank had earlier noted
that in most cases the reform’
programme was either incom-
tant ‘actions

served that the recent slow-
down had created a perception
of uncertainty regarding re-
forms. ' :

"The couniry urgently
needs (o re-establish consen-
sus on national political pro-
cesses to avoid costly disrup-
tions in economic activity and
push forward with the unfin-
ished reform agenda," noted

~ the Bank in the CEM.

The Finance Minister ac-
knowledged that political
uncertainty since early 1994

has somewhat slowed down
reforms in some sensitive ar-
eas like privatisation and sepa-
ration of workers..

"l draw the attention of this
August group to the realities of
life in a pluralistic democracy,”
he told representatives of the
donor community. Faster ac-
tion in-these sensitive areas
would have only exacerbated
political oppesition and would
have been counter-productive
for the entire reform process,
he added.

"Despite political
straints, the government reaf-
firms its continued commit-
ment to reforrn measures,.” as-

_sured Sailur Rahman.

The project aid component
of the pledged amount is simi-
lar to the government's pro-
jected requirement while the
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JP activists ransack
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sed in Khulna

144 1impo

Speaker s residence

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA. Apr 2G: The resi-
dence of Jatiya Sangsad
Speaker Shalkh Razzak Ali was
attacked by unruly workers of
the Jatiya Party here i

The JP workers, enraged by
the murder of theéir Khulna
city unit pgeneral secretary
Sheikh Abul Kashem Tuesday,
attacked the Farazi Para resi-
dence of the Speaker this
evening. They set
Speaker's personal library on
fire. damaged his car and cut
oll the telephone line.

As police prevenled Lhem
from going upstairs, the angry

JP men hurled explosives. -

damaging the doors and win-
dow panes of the first floor of
Lhe house. ;

Only Begum Majeda Ali, thl:

‘sonnel.

Bpruktr s wife, was in the

 house at the time.

Meanwhile, four police per-
‘including the DC
(South) of Khulna Metropolitan
Police, Abdus Sattar Shah,

sustained bullet injuries when -
+ the JP activists opened fire on

them alt the Picture Palace

. square of the city. Abdus Sattar

* Shah was stated to be in a crit-
the -

ical condition.

Following day-long pitched’
battles between the JP ac-
tivists and police. Section 144,
which bars assembly of four or
more persons, was in on
the whele of Khulna city with
effeel from 6 pm today.

BDR and Armed Police
Batlalion personnel have been

See Pave 12 Col 5
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'Drastic action needed to reform | Minister admits

More “drastic” action s
needed 1o reform the banking
seclior, observed Khorshed
Alam. Governor ol The Bangla-
desh Bank. yesterday.

"A wide variety of reforms
have been implemented under
the Financial Sector Reform
Programme (FSRP). The out-
come cannot be straightaway
deflined. but the unfinished
agenda (ol the reform) is also
quite long.” he told a group of
leading businessmen.

Speaking al a meeting at
the Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
MCCI). Alam alse noted that
the commercial lending rates

banks should have been
lower if it was pot for
the large debt overhang

Chaired by MCCI President
M Anis Ud Dowla. the meeting
was alse atlended by Laila
Kabir. President of the
Baugladesheve Cha Sangsad.
Sved Mohsen Ali, Chairman of

By Staff Correspondent

the Bangladesh Jule Mills
Association. Khurshid Alam.
Chairman of the Dhaka Stock

Exchange, " Mahbub Jamil,
President ol the Foreign
Investors Chamber of

Commerce. and member of the
MCCI. Bangladesh Bank Deputy
Governor Mahbub Amin Khan
was also present.

Responding Lo some points
raised by the MCCI President.
the ceniral bank governor
noted that many eof the ills of
the banking seclor has been

corrected. but emphasised
that 'more drastic’ measures
have o be Laken.

‘We have to be sure of the
consequence of the correclive
action.' he, however, cautiously
added. "Genuine competition is
needed among the banks.'

Estimating Lhe cost of fund
al around six L0 6.5 per cent
and administrative expendis
ture al arownd two per cent.
he said that the commercial

' banking sector: BB Governor

lending rates of the banks
"should have been no more
than nine or 10 per cent with
the low rate of inflation.”

He said the primary reason
the banks are charging such
high interesil rates is because
they have to make good the
loss lor provisioning for the
large voluime of non-perform-
ing loans.

The solution lies in making
the banks realise the non-per-
forming loans. and only that
would bring Interest rates
down, he added while seeking
the assistance of business
cosmmmunity in recovering the
ouistanding bank loans. "We
are willing w0 put the axe
down. And you also have a re-
sponsibility.”

The Bangladesh Bank
Governor .soled -that the new
banks are being permitied lo
bring about more compeltion
in the banking secior. "Thev

See Page 12 (ol 4

WB to help fight drought under
'reduce hunger'’ programme

The World Bank (WB) has
intensilied its eflorts o reduce
hunger. including encouraging
countries w shift from general
lood subsidies Lo targeled as-

sistance pragrammes thai pro-
vide food 1o the poor, i said

mmuéﬁm

locally organised. in-country
cousullatligns where goverp
menl.

By Staff Correspondent
ducing needs for emergency
reliel. it said. _

The WB would also. help
countlries ensure primary edu-
cation lor disadvaniaged gro-
ups, especially girls, and sup-
port policies and programmes
that make [linancial service
available 10 the poor. parti-
cularly women.

Ceontrary o popular percep-
uon. pot all huager is caused
by droughts. famines and wars.
the WB release said. The more
sublle form of hunger is "silent
bunger" caused by people
lacking the capacity w0 pro-
duce food and income to buy it

Te effectively reduce

hunger. it is essential o tackle

poverty. the WB in a re-
— World Bank's
for Reducing Poverty

and Hunger

The news release noied
that in countries that are going

through major economic tran-
sition. funding for “pro-peopie

investment” has to be ensured
o meel the need of the poor-
est of the poor and vulnerable
sections of society including
woinen and children,
According to WB. efforts to
reduce poverty and hunger
work well when sound mac
roeconomic pelicy is matched

with .eflective micro-level
imerventions.

These. il said. usually in-
volve low-cost but proven

Ltechnelogies and methods
such as reducing vitamin A. lo-
dine and iron deficiencies. ex-
panding child imununisation
and controlling parasitic infec-
tions.

The bank is esfablishing,
together with several donors. a
financing mechanism dubbed
as "Consultative Group (o Assist
the Poor (CGAP) which will
lund activities Lo replicate the
exiremely successful rural
credit programme of the
Grameen Bank.

row between
cockpit crew
during flight

By Staff Correspondent

State Minister for Civil Avia-
lion and Tourism Maj (retd)
Abdul Mannan yesterday said
in Parliament that a Biman
flight from Sylhet last Wﬂ:k
had faced a problem of ‘dual
control’ but salely Iw in
Dhaka.

A departmental investiga-
tion revealed that beth the pi-
lot and the co-pilot were re-
sponsible for the Incident and

disciplinary actions s m
| taken against them. he said.

in reply to a call attention
notice from treasury bench
member Abu Yousul Moham-
mad Khalilyr Rahman., the
slate minister said that Co-pi-
lot Nastm was in control of the
BG 608 flight when it took off
from Sylhet on April 19 but
Captaitr Shahadat had inter-
fered, causing dual control’ of
the Might.

Sce Page 12 Col 5

| Top JP leaders
meet Ershad

lup leaders ol the Jatiya
Party liad a rarve. briel meeting
yesterday with their supreme
leader deposed president *Hus-
saitn Muhammad Ershad at the
premises ol the Special
Judge's Court housed In a two-
storied building adjacent to
Lhe Central Jail, reports BSS,

JP leaders including Miza-
nur Rahman Chowdhury, Shah
Moazzem Hossain, Tajul Islam
Chowdhury. A B M Shahjahan,
Munirul Hag Chowdhury and
others had assembled at the
courl premises o make depo-
silions as delence wilnesses in
a corruption case relating to
the JP office.

The depositions., however,
could not be made because the
proceedings were adjourned.

When principal accused Er-
| shad was being taken to the
jall from the court. he met
Mizan Chowdhury and the
others who were sianding near
a parked jeep which was to
Llake him back inside the jall

During the brief chance -
counter, Ershad asked 'hem
how they were doing and gave

See Page 12 Col 4

Caretaker g'ovt must for
fair polls: Hasina

From Staff Correspondent

. CHITTAGONG. Apr 26:
Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina today reiterated her
call for continuing the struggle
for realising the demand for
holding general elections un-
dler a peutral and non-partisan
caretaker government.

The BNP government musi
resign and handover power (o
a caretaker government 90
days ahead of the polls to en-
sure peaceful and fair elec-
tions, Hasina said.

Addressing three public
meetings this afternoon at

gunia High Scheol maidan,
Ridozan College maidan and
Hathazari bus terminal, the AL
chief said "We want to establish
people’s franchise and for this
we wanl elections under a

pneutral and non-partisan care-
laker governmment.’

She uwrged the
LI:

siruggle urfid the realisation of

le to

" the demand.

-

Hasina arrived here this
morning en a six-day visit to
Chittageng and Cox's Bazar
districts.

The AL chiel feared Lhat
thwre might not be a ¢ al
almosphere il elections were
held keeping the BNP gov-

UIROGIRE 7

ernment in power.

She sald that® if her party
was voled to power, it would
ensure holding of elections
under an impartial caretaker
government.

Besides, it would take steps
to establish a corruption-free
society and industrial and edu-
cation sectors, she added.

The present government
could give nothing to the na-
lion except corruption, vole-
dacoity. killing and terrorism.
she alleged. "The whole of
administration has now be-
come virtually inoperative
since corrupt people dominate
it,” Hasina said. adding. the
BNP has lotally failed to run
the country.

Terrorisma has gripped the
country now and if anybedy
protests, he is_ implicated in
l‘alg cases, Hasina alleged.

jasina said “the Prime
Minister has fdiled to fulfil the
pledges she had made before
eleclions. Consequently, the
coumnry was pushed towards

lertilisers and rice crisis,
Hasina said.
"The BNP government

killed the [armers when they

¢ Wanted fertiliser for producing

See Page 12 Col 6

s | Biman abandons plan to
lease 2 mid-haul planes

By Asiuzzaman

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
has abandoned its plan Lo lease
two mid-haul aircraft saying
those would not be financially
viable, Biman sources said.

The national flag carrier
had advertised in early
November last year that it
wanted to have lwo Alrbus
310-300 on lease as an interim
arrangement to maintain its
international schedule.

But Lthe management’ re-
jected all the five olfers a week
ago alter the finance and mar-
keting departments ried
that the scheme would not be
economical.

Biman will have (o pav
around 4,000 US dollars per
Might hour if it leases the
French-made Airbus, a senior
Biman oflicial said.

With the autherities aban-
doning their plan to lease two
aircraft. the national carrier
will now have to run with a
frequently-delayed and par-
tially disrupted schedule until

the of 1996 when (wo

brand new Airbus aircrall join

the fleet. the official pointed
oul.

Biman has signed an
agreement with the Airbus in-
dustries to purchase two A-
310-300 aircraft at a cost of
153.75 million US dollars.

Currently Biman operates
seven flights 16 26 interna-
tional destinations with only
five wide-bodied DC-10-30 air-
craft, one of which has been
taken on lease. The two F-28s
and two ATPs cover the do-
mestic and several regional
destinations. the Biman official
added.

"It is difficult te maintain
the schedule of services to 26
destinations with only five air-
craft”, a senior official of the
Engineering Department told
The Dally Star. x

When contacted over tele
phone, Biman's Public
Relations Manager confirmed

Sec Page 12 Col 5

WASA et to get funds

for Syedabadplant

By Staff Correspondent

The Waler and Sewerage
Authority (WASA) is yetl Lo re-
ceive any funds for its Sa
abad water (reatment plant
project for which an agree-
ment was signed with the
French government.

According 1o a report of the
Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on the Local Gevern-
ment Ministry released in the
House yesterday. the authori-
ties have been trying for the
past two years to collect the
flunds for the Tk 300-crore

L.

The 10-member committee
headed by LGRD Minister Ab-
dus Salam Talukder has pre-
pared Lhe report after mﬂt!
25 times in three years (i
May last year.

It said. it is not possible on
the part of the governmemnt to

such a huge amount of
money for the project.

Currently. some 166 deep
tubewells and a century-old

treatisent plant in the old part
of the city are the main
sources ol supply for the city
dwellers, the committee re-
pbrt said.

The WASA has one lakh 28
thousand consumers across
the city.

According to the report,
the system loss of WASA in
1980 was 76 per cent which
has now come down to 46 per
cent.

Deputy Minister for LGRD
Abdul Hye placed the report in
the House in the absence of
Salam Talukder.

Storm hits Pabna

26: Two people
were inju and nearly 200
dwelling houses damaged as a
severe storm-hit three thanas
of the district today. Standing
crops on a vast track of land

were damaged and a large
number of (rees uprooted

Sta nd ard tCh artered
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By Staff Correspondent

The President has ap-
pointed justice ATM Afzal of
the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court Chiefl Justice
ul Bangladesh.

- The appoinument would be
eflective [rom May 1, said a
government handout last night.

Justice Afzal will succeed
Justice Habibur Rahman, who
is scheduled Lo retire on April
30.

SC judges get
|Opc raise

Parliainent yesterday passed
a bill raising monthly remu-
neration of the Supreme Court
judges by 10 per cent and
house rent allowance by cent
per cent, reports UNB.

* The Chief Justice will now
get Tk 14.080 per month
which was earlier Tk 12,800, a
Judge of the Appellate Division
will get Tk 13.200 (earlier Tk
12.000) and a Judge of the
High Court Division will get Tk
12.650 (earlier Tk 11.500).

The Chiel Justlice and a
Judge, other than the chief

justice, will be paid per
mensem a domestic aid al-
lowance of Tk 550 and Tk 525
respectively.

Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Mirza Go-
lam Haliz piloied the Supreme
Courl Judges (Remuneration
and Privileges) (Amendment)
Bill 1995 and was cleared by
the House unanimously.

Sher-e-Bangla's
anniversary of
death today

By Staff Correspondent

The 33rd anniversary of
death of Sher-e-Bangla A K Fa-
zlul Haq will be observed today.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas and Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia gave mes-
sages on Lhis occasion.

in his ssage Lhe Presi-

dewmt paid rich. ibutes (o the
illustrious son of the soil and
We regrel the oversight in our
headline of the stery on Sher-

c-Bangla's cdcath anniversary
Lpesicheany.

saitl the contributions of the

Sher-e-Bangla might ‘be an

innmitable example for giving
See Page 12 Col 4

Registration of
voters from

May 25

Work on the registration of
voters will begin throughout
the country Irom May 25 next,
according to an Election Co-
mmission announcement yes-
terday. reports BSS.
~ The Eleclion Commission
has announced schedule on
April 24 [or preparing a new
voterlist through registration
ol volers.

According 1o the schedule,
imdormation collectors and
identifiers will visit house to
house (o colleet imformation
aboiil voters from May 2§5.

Supervisors will visit house
lo house to compare the work
ol information collectors and
identifiers from June 1.

Assistant registration offi-
cers will begin spot compari-
son from June 15,

Preparation of voter regis-
tration and draft voterlist will
be published on June 25 next.

The Election Commission
has requested the people and
persons concerned to provide
all-out cooperation in voter
registration programme.

Motiur Rahman
joins BNP
Formier Awami League min-
ister Motiur Rahman, who
lately was with the Gano

Forum. joined the ruling BNP
yesterday. reports UNB.

About two thousand work-
ers and leaders of the Awami
League, Jatiya Party. JSD, Gano
Forum as well as a numbef of
UP chairmen from i
thana of Rangpur district
lowed him.

Welcoming the newcomers
al a lunction held at the Prime
Ministers Hare Road office

‘last night, Begum Zia reaf-
firmed that the aims and ob-
jectives of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party are to ensure
wellare of the people and
progress of Lthe country.

Without naming the Awami

League, Begum Zia alleged that
they (AL}, instead of helping
consolidate the hard-earned

democracy, are pursuing pall-
tics of destruction joining

hands with the autocratic

during the storm . reports UNB. | force



