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velicle and fired gun shots at

Kashem fromm a close range.
They also shot at the driver as
he came owt and tried te pre-

JP leader Kazi Zafar Almed
at a
the evening blamed the BNP

.and the JCD activists for the

press conference here in |

death today

h The 33rd death anniversary

ol Sher-e-Bangla A K Fazlul
Haq will be served todlay.

desh Prime Minister's visit as
very "useful und good”. They
agreed 1o expand economic

{ cooperation and work closely

| @he Haily Star

BAISHAKH 13, 1402 BS,

Prime Minister and outgoing
SAARC chairperson, Begum
Khaleda Zia, at the invitation of
her Pakistan counterpart,

ZILQAD 25, 1415 HIJR1
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said. ’

The two prime ministers,
the joint communique stated,
felt that the issue of poverty al-
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League threatened that the
Speaker might suffer the same
consequences of Shahed AH."
Rahman said, in the course of a
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in a message of condolence.
the Speaker expressed his

ing. they leit that all efforts
should be made (o eliminate

reviewed the activities of
SAARC since the holding of the

Hearing the news, JP ac-
tivists came on Lhe streets and

placing of wreaths at the mazar

Expressing a sense of inse-
of the late leader.

See Page 12 Col 5

The Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter also gave a resume on the

Escapc from iny's
Tribulations
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NEWS BRIEFS
PM réeturns

Prime Minisier Begum
Khaleda Zia returned home
last night ending her two-day
official visit to Pakistan. Law
Minister Mirza Golam Hafiz re-
ceived her al the Zia Inter-
national Airport. Minislers.
chiefs of the three defence
services and senior officials

were present, reporis UNB.
Woman killed by
lightning

By Staff Correspondent

A woman was killed and five
others were injured when
lightning struck them at Mir-
pur In the city yesterday
evening Fire Brigade sources
said umdentified woman. aged
abgut 30 died on the spot al
Road no-9, Block-A. -1 at aboul
7:30 pm. Of the injured, one

Ali was sent Lo the Dhaka

Medical College Hospital.
Cuban envoy
meets Hasina

Cuban Ambassador in Bang-
ladesh Lic Olga Chamera Trias
called on Awami League pre
sident Sheilkh Hasina ai her
Dhanmondi residence yester-
day. They exchanged views on
matiers of mradual imerest. re

ports UNB
Phensedyl seized
From Staff Correspondent
BAKISAL. Apr 25: Babugan|
thama police seized 152 boltles
of conwraband Indian Fhen-
sedyl from a bus at

Deoarika ferryghat nearly 10
kilometres away from Barisal

town and arrested three per-
sons including a woman this
afterncen. According to police.

the Phensedyl bottles were f

seiged fromm a Barisal-bound
passenger bus [Dhaka Metro
Cha-9957) coming fromm Dhaka
around 2 pm today.

4 JP leaders in
N'ganj get bail

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 25:
Four local leaders of Lhe Jativa
Party were arrested in the
town early loday under Lhe
fjal Powers Act. They

damaged several vehicles. The
shopkeepers closed their

shops apprehending more. vio-
lence. Sounds of gunshots and

explosions were heard.

-No ifresh violence, however,
wis reported.

Hundreds ol JP leaders and
workers later visited residence

of Abul Kashem, who was also a

former president ol the
Khulna Chamber of Commerce
and Industnes.

deéep shock and sorrow at the -

death of Kashem and his driver
and praved for the peace ni

departed souls.

Sheikh Razzak All. who is
also an elected MP [rom Khul
na, expressed concern over
the deteriorating law and
order sttuauon in Khulna.

He called for immediate ac-
tion lor the recovery of illegal
arms and improvement of law
and order. '

The Sher-e-Bangla National
Children Academy will hold a
seminar on "Sher-e¢-Bangla: Na-

tional Spirit and the Context of *

Time at State” and'a wmilad
mahfil at the National

Book
Centre auditorium at 4 pm to- '
day.

The Sher-e-Bangla National |
Memorial Council will place
wreaths at the mazar at 7 am
I and hold Quran Khwani and

See Page 12 Col 4
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Infrastructural problems.
particularly lovadshedding in
the power sector, were identi-
hed as major impediments o
industrialisation and the con-
sequent growth in exporis.

These problems were high-
lighted by private sector rep
resentatives at the 27th meet-
ing ol the Export Promotion
Counctl yesterday. in which
export earning targets of
3.800 million US dollars and
4.300 million dollars were
proposed for the fiscal years
1996-97 and 1997-98 respec-
tively

In a startling revelation. a
Power Development DBoard
(PDB} oificial said the Board is
unable to operate two of its

generating units because of a
shoriage ol supply. while ac-
knowiledging that the daily
peak-hour (5-10 pm) load-
shedding couid escalaie from
100 mw o0 350 mw_

Presided over by
Information and Comamerce
Minister M Shamsul Islam. the
meeting was altended a
large number of officlals
different ministries and read-
ers of various chambers trade
associations. Organised by Lhe
Export Frometion Bureau
(EPBI. the meeting was held in
a local hotel.

Speakers at the meeting
agreed that the biggest chal-
lenge facing Lthe country's ex-
port sector is adapting teo the

—S8tar photo

. may fall

situation in Kashmir.

Begum Zia said her country
was continuing its efforts to
resolve all the out ding is-
sues with India ing the
Ganges water and the
repatriation of the Chakma
refugees.

She also referred to her
talks with Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narasimha Rao in April
1993 in Dhaka on the G

See Pave 12001 8

_I_\Tor'um;ten likely

from today

By Staff Correspondent

The current hot and dry
spell over the country may give
way to several nor'westers

the country starting
today, the Met Office forecast

| yesterday.

Talking to The Daily Star,

. Deputy Director Sazedur Rah-

man sald the heatwave is likely
to ease and the temperature
slightly because
nor'westers accompanied by
rain are in the offing.

He also iorecast that some
of the nor'westers may be
quite severe. He sald usually a
long dry spell is followed by
serious storms. The accompa-
nying rainfall. however, would
bring some welcome relief, he
added

The temperature of capital
city came down appreciably
yesterday evening as the sky
remained cloudy and strong
winds blew at speeds of 37
kilometre or more per hour.
There was also thunder and
lightning. but no rainfall.
Faridpur and Tangail experi-
enced some trace rains yes-
terday .

Another Weather éxpert
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Seventh Summit in Dhaka in
1993 and agreed that consid-
erable progress had been made

not only in the core areas of
coopefratlion under the inte-

grated programme of action
(IPA] but also in areas under

the SAARC people-to-people

contacl programines.
The (wo leaders expressed

the hope that the agreement
on SAARC preferential trading
arrangement (SAPTA) would

USAID predicts big fall

poverty in the SAARC region
preferably by the year 2002.
The two sides also dis-
cussed fresh proposals put
forward by Bangladesh on co-
operation in stemming traf-
ficking of women, and chil-
dren, combating discrimina-
tory treatment of immigrant
labour from the region and
of a ministerial level
meeting to formulate a com-

Sec I'uge 12 Col 5

in boro harvest

Star Report

A preliminary assessment
by the USAID reveals that this
year's boro yield may decline
17 per cent per
hectare, compared to that of
the previous vear. mainly due
to lower application of fer-
tiliser,

The United States Agency
for International Development
(USAID), . Bangladesh Mission,
in its assessmeni based on a
lield study last month. said
that the yield per hectare
might drop to 2.16 tonnes
from the previous year's 2.61
lonnes.

- The preliminary study
pointed out that the farmers
would have had used 35 to 40
per cent less urea on Lhe boro
crop

The total production for
boro this year would drep by
nearly one million MT,
although there was a general
increase of boro cultivable land
by 2.2 per cenl.

The area under eultivation
this year increased to 2.63
millien hectares from last
year's 2.58 million. Last year's

By Staff Correspondent

post-GATT accord changes in
international trade. They em-
phasised{he need for properly
understanding the implica-
tions. both advantages and dis-
-dvuu.q:-t of the global trade
scenario under the newly set
up World Trade Organisation
(WTO).

Expressing his satisfacuen
over Lhe export performance
of the first seven months of
the ecurrent fiscal, the
Commerce Minister hoped
the meeting would provide the
correct direction through
constructive recommendations
to boost the country's exports.

earnings stood al
2141 milllon dolliars during
the Julv-January period as

against an annual target of
3100 million dellars. The
amount is 35.58 per cent more
than that of the
period of 1993-94 and officials
are expecting that the year-
end figure is likely exceed the
target by 200 million dollars.
Shamsul [slam reiterated
the government's commitment
to help exporters in all possi-
ble ways while neting that the
Task Force on exports was set
up to provide "instant solution”
to the problems of the ex-

porters.

The meeting was ad-
dressed, among others, by
Commerce Asalu-

Secretary
ddowla, EPB Vice Chairman
Anisul Hug Choudhury. FBCCI

EPC proposes $ 8100 million export target for 1996-98

President Salman F Rahman,
MCCI President Anis Ud Dowla
and Bangladesh Expomers
Association President Redwan
Ahined, MP,

Business leaders listed a
series of problems f(aced by
them in power supply, bank
credit, customs duty, tax and

were also placed at the meet-

But the problems relating
Lo infrastructure, particu
the power sector, seem« |
to be at the top of everyday s
list of complaints.

Inadequate infrastructure is

" feruliser dealers.

bero harvesi was 6.772 million
MT. The study projects this
year's production would be
5.779 milllion MT.

Professional staff of the
USAID's office of Food and
Agriculture (OFA] surveyed the
districts of Bogra, Gaibandha,
Rangpur. Dinajpur, Rajshahi,
Chapainawabganj. Natore, Nao-
gaon, Kushtia, Jessore, Khulna,
Sylhet, Chi , Comilla and
Noakhali between March 19
and 24. The prelininary
assessment would be updated
again in early May.

The assessment is based on
team member's observations
and discussions with govern-
ment officials, farmers and

o a division-wise

. breakdown, the study reveals

that in Rajshahi, where Tand
for boro cultivation Increased
by 10 per cent, the yield would
fall by 25 per cent per hectare.

In other words, the output
would be 1.818 milllon MT of
rice frem 819 thousand
heciares ol land. The yield

See Page 12 Cal 4

DU ‘Kha’ unit
admission test

_cancelled

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka Universily au-
thorities yesterday cancelled
the admission test for first
year honours under the.Kha'
unit following the probe com-
mittee report on leakage of
question papers.

The next schedule for the
admission tesl will be an-

nounced soon, says a press re-
lease of the university.

The six-member probe
committee submitted its re-

port yesterday to the autheri-

ties after conducting investiga-
tion on the guestion leakage
scandal. :

Most of the newspapers
published report on the leak-
age of question of the 'Kha’
unit which ses the sub-
jects of the Arts apd Social
Science faculties.

See Page 12 Col 1:

Checks against
future fertiliser
crisis in offing
By Staff Correspondent

State Minister for Indus-
tries Lutfar Rahman Khan told
the Jallya Sangsad yesterda)
that the government was for-
mulating a policy to stop re-
currence of any bungling in the
distribution of fertiliser in the
country. '

He was replying lo gues-
tions from some (reasury
bench members on the recent
fertiliser crisis.

The minister. however, de-
clined (0 answer some of the
saying questions, that the mat-
ter was under investigation by

See Page 12 Col |

Bill to enhance
salary, house rent
of SC judges

A bill seeking enhancement
of the remuneration and al-
lowances of the Supreme Court
judges was introduced in par-
llament yesterday, reports
UNB.

Law Minister Mirza Golam
Hafiz introduced the Supreme
Court Judges (Remuneration
and Privileges) [(Amendment)
Bill 1995.

The minister suggested a
10 per ceént raise in the
monthly remuneration and
100 per cent in the house rent
allowance because of iIncreases
in the cost of lving.



