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Pak-Afghan border closed: rusian
shut a southwestern border crossing peint with Afghanistan
temporarily for the second day on Sunday, heping to force
militia there to free five kidnapped Pakistani policemen. offi

cials said. Reuter reports from Quetta.
No Afghan was allowed to enter Pakistan from the border

post of Chaman in Baluchistan province, government offictals
said in the provincial capital Quetta. The post was keépt closed
for tive hours on Saturday.

Russian rockets kill 3 Afghans:

Three civilans were killed and 46 wounded by rockets fired
by Russian helicopters at a village in northern Afghanistan's
Badakhshan province, the official Kabul radio said on Sunday,
Reuter reports from Islamabad.

The rocketing on Saturday from four helicopters also dam-

aged several houses in Lthe Maymay villx?r in Darwaz district,
according to the broadcast monitored in Islamabad.

Ll
Fire destroys Calcutta 3 A fire
destroyed hundreds ol shops in a 100-year-old et in the
eastern Indian metropolis of Calcutta. a news agency reported
Monday, AP reports from New Delhi. -

The fire, in Calcutta's Burra Bazaar area. was put out Mon-

day. one day after it began. More than 30 fire trucks and 300
firemen were involved in the operation.

Israel lifts closure on WB, Gaza: |

The army lifted a 10-day closure on the West Bank and Gaza
Strip on Monday. and Palestinian labourers returning to work
in Israel lined up for searches at roadblocks, AP reports from
Erez Crossing. Gaza Strip.

At the Erez crossing between Israel and the Gaza Strip,
hundreds of Palestinians waited as soldiers searched their
belongings. opening even boxes of chocolates. Many waited

more than four hours to get into Israel. r

Chinese er held in Russia:

KRussian border guards detained a Chinese poacher in the
first such illegal crossing since a Russian officer was killed
during a shootout two weeks ago, a news agency reported on
Monday. AP says from Viadivostok. _

The poacher was caught on Sunday night while trying to
cross into Russia at the Poltavka post near the city of Viadi-
vosiok in the Russian Far East. the ITAR-Tass news agency
said.
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Floods sweep away 2 in Algeria:
Two peaple were killed when they were swept away by flood
waters al M'Chounech near Biskra 300 kilometres (190
miles] south of Algiers, the Algerian Press Service (APS) said
on Sunday. AFP reports from Algiers.

The man and woman were carried off when their vehicles
was washed away by the flood. which was caused by torrential
rain that hit the region on Saturday night,

Moderate guakes shake E Ja%an:
Two moderale quyakes registering up to 4.5 on the Richter

scale shook eastern Japan on Monday, but there were no re-
ports of damage or injuries, the Meteorological Agency said.
AFP reports from Tokyo.

A quake measuring 4.1 on the Richter scale occurred al
10:13 a.m (0113 GMT) shaking the Tokyo area, the agency
said. The epicenter was located 50 kilemetres (31 miles)
underground in northwestern Chiba prefecture, east of
Tokvo. it said. - '
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+ A bus in the Brazilian state of Minas Gerais fell off a bridge,
killing 20 people and injuring 20 others. Globo television
reported on Sunday., Reuter says from Rio de Janetro.

The accident happened near the town of Conceicac do
Mato Dentro, some 125 miles (200 Kilometres) northeast of
the stape capital of Belo Horizonte, it added. .

Cops kill newsman in Philippines:
A radio journalist was fatally shot and his f critically

wounded. and three police officers have been detained in
connection with the attack, a report sald on Monday, AFP says
fromm Manila.

Benjamin Salcedo, a broadeaster at Dzso radio station in
San Fernandeé town in the northern Philippines. died of six
gunshot wounds in last Saturday’s attack in the mountain re-
sort of Baguio. the official Philippine News Agency (PNA)
sakd on Monday.
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Over 20 die in Vietnamese blast:
An explosion on a passenger bus in northwestern.Vietnam
killed 20 adults and an unknown number of children, an of-
ficial newspaper reported on Monday, AP says from Hanoi.

There were no survivors of the explosion early Sunday In
Lao Cai province near Vietnam's bordet with China, 260
kilometres (160  miles) northwest of Hanoi. The Communist
Party daily Nhan Dan (The People) said the bus was carrying
explosives, but it didn't explain what kind they were or what
set them off.

- - el
delemChmesehoatw:w
Taiwanese tourists were killed in a boat L in China, lo-
cal media said on Monday, Reuter reports from Taipei.

They said the eight touristg drowned when a sampan tak-
ing them across the three gorges of Yangtze river in China's
Hubei province suddenly overturned on Sunday afternoon.
state television said. Ten other tourigt were rescued. it said.

Gunmen kill 5 Colombian workers:

Unidentified gunmen shot dead five farm workers on Sunday

garb, were likely members -of a right-wing paramilitary
group. known (0 operate in the Northern Cesar province

killing suspected Marxist guerillas sympathisers.

11 die in Indian workers’ clash.

guns and police had to fire bullets to separate the

The fighting yccurred on Sunday in Konnur village of Kar-

NICOSIA. Cyprus. Apr 24:
When Muslim fundamentalists
inspired by Avatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini overthrew the Shah
of Iran. one of their most pow-

about meeting

Brazilians die in bus mishap/

with Savimbi

JOHANNESBURG, Apr 24 :
President Nelson Mandela on
Monday praised Angolan rebel
leader Jonas Savimbi's recent
commitment to and said
he will explore with Savimbi
Jvays to end Africa's longest
civil war. reports AP.

Mandela told journalists at a
breakfast that he would receive

Savimbi in South Africa later
Menday or Tuesday to hear his
views on the peace process
now that 8 000 United Nations
peacekeeping Lroops are com-
ing to Angola to solidify a shaky
ceasefire in effect since
November .

erful weapons was Lthe cassette
recorder, reports AP.

Sixteen years later. dissi-
dentis trying to déthrone an-
other Middle Eastern monarch
— King Fahd of Saudi Arabia —

Many of the dissidents be-
long te the London-based
Comumittee for the Defence of
Legitimate Rights. The group
is considered the best organ-
ised in opposing the 72-year-
old king. a key US ally in the
region.

They are ahead of the gov-

s I Nternational
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NCP factions blast PMs v_i__si_t

Adhikari fails to raise

major issues with India

KATHMANDU. Apr 24:
Nepal's four communist splin-
ter factions issued a joint
statement Sunday saying Prime
Minister Man Mohan Adhikari
had [ailed to raise major issues
(uring his recent visit 1o India.
report AFP.

The Nepal Communist
Party-Unity Centre (NCP-UC),
NCP-flaming lorch carriers
(mashal). NCP-Marsixt. Lenin-
ist and Maoist (NCP-MLM) and
Lthe Nepal Communist League
sald the 1950 Indo-Nepal
Peace and Friendship Treaty,
transit through India and a
controversial hydro-power and

‘irfigation project were not

raised.
Adhikari went to New Delhi
on April 10 for a five-day offi-

clal visit.

due to India's refusal to allow
Nepal to export goods other
than those made from 50 per
cent foreign raw materials,
largely Indian. and Nepalese
labour.

Nepal wants to review and
update the treaty but New
Delhf has said it cannot be al-
tered. only scrapped. by notifi-
cation frpm each side one year
in advance.

The four factions made a
similar protest last month
calling on the government to
immediately repeal the treaty.

In Sunday’'s statement the
four also said the prime minis-
ter had failed to address the
issue of allowing Nepal a land
route through India to the

Bangladesh port of Radhika-

pur, seen as vital to boost ex- -

ports.
India currently allows. ac-

cess {o Calcutta and Adhikari

was able to negotiate for rights
to use Bombay, but the factions
said these ports were too far
away for Nepalese business-
men. . .

They also attacked him for
not dealing with the Tanakpur
Waier and Electricity Project.

Under an agreement both
countries were to benefit from-
the border project, but the
opposition groups have said
India would be thé only one to
gain.

The agreement for the pro-
ject was signed by the former
government. :

The 1950 treaty is widely
seen here as giving India polit-
ical leverage over its smaller

Groups here have said the
right given under the treaty for
people to travel without visas
and seek jobs in either country
has allowed a flood of unskilled
Indian labourers into Nepal
straining its already fragile so-
cial infrastructure. |

They also argue that India
has not lived up to its obliga-
tions under the treaty to allow
free_access to its markets for

Nepalese guEds and of inform-

ing Kathmandu of defence
moves.
Nepal's huge trade deficit,

15.3 billion rupees (306 mil-

lion dollars) last year, is mainly

US First Lady Hillary Clinton (L) and President Bill Clin-
ton listen to a speech during a prayer service for the

families of victims of the April 19 bomb attack yesterday

- in Oklahoma City.

A

— AFP/UNB photo

At the 14th Hong kong Film Awards best actress Anita Yuen starring in He 18 a Woman,
She is a Man" and best actor Tony Leung in "Chungking Express’ show off their awards on
Sunday. Film-makers are struggling to find fresh themes to appeal to a more sophisticated
audience which has tired of such Hong Kong staples as violent gangster sagas extravagant
Kung Fu pertod costume stories. '

“"

— AFP/UNB photo

Dissidents

NEW DELHI. Apr 24: Dis-
sidents in the governing Con-
gress Party have threatened to
propose a no-confidence mo-
lion against Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao during the [ive-
week session ol Parliameni that
opened on Monday. reports
AP.
The Congress Parly rebels
don't appear to have enough
strength in Parliament to bri-
ng the goverrunent down, bul
left wing opposition parties
have promised to support
them.

Rao, who has a narrow leg-
islativ o neyority, faces a ot ol

opposition in his Congress
Parly, which has lost four im-

portant state elections and fa-

ces a national ballol next year.

Rao loyalists have dismissed
the no-conlidence motion
threat. saying the rebels are a
small minority that is [lrus
trated with Rao becausé they
were dismissed or denied pe-
sitions ol power.

No date has been fixed for
bringing the motion.

Rao's government has sur-
vived Lhree no-confidence
motions since he came 10
power in 1991, The latest

threat could e weaker than

. likely to pro
no-confidence against Rao

the previous ones because it
would use a technicality in In-

dia’'s parliamentary rules.

The rules say that if the
government losses a vote on

the annual budget of any de-
partmerit. it is deemed to have
lost the majority to govern.

This provision. however. has
never been successfully used
Lo unseat a government. .

Rangarajan Kumaraman-
galam. a former Cabinet minis-
ter has announced that he

would ask for this type of no-
confidence motton the current
Ylegislative session.

A Turkish woman shouts out her anger at the Dutch government during a protest raly in
The Hague on Sunday. More than 20,000 Turks from Holland, Belgium and Germany
attended a demonstration against Kurds, who held a meeting in Holland to form a

parliament-in-exile April 12.

Pak ré-ﬁg-ious
groups call
et

LAHORE, Apr 24: Islamic

religious groups in Pakistan

called on Sunday for a national
general strike on May 27 to
oppose Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto's plans to change a

controversial blasphemy law,

reports Reuter.

The decision was taken by a
meeting of the newly-formed
National Seolidarity Council of
21 religious groups, coalition
chairman Shah Ahmad Noorani
iold reporters.

“The strike call is final and
no government clarification
will be accepted,” he said.

Benazir vowed to try to
persuade parliameni to amend

the blasphemy
sentenced two Christians to

death for blasphemy against'

Islam, a charge they denied. -
A higher court later acqui-
ited them. But the Islamic
prayer leader who had brought
the original charge has appea-
led to the Supreme Court
seeking to annul the acquittal.

‘Ghali demands end |

to Rwandan
atrocities

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 24 :
Secretary General Boutros-
Ghali said Sunday he will dis-
patch an envoy to Kigalli and
called for an "Immediate end"
to the atrocities in Rwanda
where some 5,000 ethnic
Hutus have been killed. re-
ports AFP.

"The secretary general has
learned with shock and horror
of the indiscriminate killing of
thousands of unarmed civilians
including women and chil-
dren. in a camp for internally
displaced persons at Kibeho,
Rwanda.” a statement by his
spokesman Joe Sills said. -
+  "He condemns this action
in the strongest terms and
demands an immediate end to
these atrocities.,” the state-
ment added.

UUN officials have placed the
death toll in Rwanda at around
5,000.

11 Indians slain in

mob violence

BANGALORE, Apr 24
Eleven people were slain in
mob violence and police firing
overnight Sunday after a local
politician was murdered in the
southern Indian state of Kar-
nataka. police said today, re-
ports AFP,

The street violence was
iriggered after a leader of the
state's ruling Janata Dal
(People’'s Party) was Killed at
Kannur village, nearly 400
kilometres (250 miles) from
this state capital. the police
said.

Janata Dal supporters bla-
med the opposition Congress
Party of Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao for the murder,
sparking fieree clashes
between the rival supporters
which left seven people dead.

Police who opened fire at
the rioters killed four- more
men. Authorities later clamped

— AFP/UNB photo | a curfew In the area.

Fax and

ernment in the techwmology
spectrum.” said Aziz Abu-
Hamad, a former Saudi gov-
ernment lawyer now with Hu-
man Rights Watch-Middie East
in New York. "The government
is concerned.”

As the oil-based economy of
the desert kingdom sputters
with cash-flow problems and
rising unemployment. the
commitiee is increasingly
spreading strident calls for re-
sistance .

Its faxes purport o expose
stories of corruption. misrule
and aliegedly un-islamic sex
lives of the royal family. The
group also has smuggled in
videotapes of protest demon-
strations not shown on state-
run televishon .

ii)-mail —new tools of

The groups leader, Mo
hamuned al-Mass arl said many
of his associates are iniddle
class intellectuals and tech-

nocrats who believe in a pris
tine form of Islain modernised
with human values they lear-
ned on Western college
CAmpuUSESs

He said the committee does
not envision an Islamic system
based on Irans restrictive
model — “even marginal grou-
ps like Shiites would have
their place’ [t also wouild jett)
son1 the current Saudi version
of a religious state and replace
it with an elected republican
government. he said

That puts the group at odds
with another activist comumu
ity — conservalive young

clergy who are pro-monarchy
but wan! stricter conformity to
Islamue coddes . They have
bloc ked  limitec attempts by

the ruyval family to adopt West-
erni practices o appease the
growing and often foreign-ed-
nwcated middle class. such as
allowing women to drive.

Although the commitiee
does not advocale violence,
soime analysis draw parallels to
early 1970s lran, when smug-
gled tapes of the exiled Kho-
meini's [iery sermons primed
the masses for the upheaval
that ousted the Shah.

it is 1976-77 all over again.
Bul this time we are in the
Arabian Peninsula.” said Hans-
Heino Kopieiz. a Middie East
specialist in London

revolution

Kopietz and Abu-Hammad
said they, could not quantify
the committee’'s support, but
both said information from
sources within Saudi Arabia
indicated it is addressing a
broad audience.

"1 don't know if it is 50 per
cent or 60.per cent, but there
is a mass of growing disaflec-
tion or disillusion.,” Kopietz
said. .

A Saudi resident, who spo-
ke on condition of anonymity,
sald the group's faxes are
copied and circulated across
the kingdom.

Mass'ari, a German-edu-
cated professor of theoretical
physics, and other commitlee
members left Saudi Arabia last
year after the group was

law after a court

1 must

~ committee by dialing new

LTTE still willing to

resume peace talks

COLOMBO, Apr 24 : Tamil
Tiger rebels said on Monday
they had not closed the dodrs
to peace talks to end the 11-
year-old ethnic war, but de-
manded that new initiatives

come from the +Sri
Lankan govefnmerit, reports
AP. . [

The Liberation Tigers of

Tamil Eelam [LTTE) resumed -

attacks and pulled out of talks
on Wednesday claiming the
government had failed to meet

| their demands, including dis-

mantling a military base that
blocks access to their

" stronghold in northern Jaffna.

"In deciding to withdraw
[rom the agreement on cesda-
tion of hostilities, the LTTE
has’not closed its mind, or its
doors towards an eventual,
durabie peace,"
said.

"Creating the necessary
space for peace rests on any
new initiatives from the Sri
Lankan government.” said the
statement faxed to news agen-
cies [rom the rebels’ London
office.

a statement

They atcu.isgt_;l: the govern_ Irebe,l!{l"‘l‘ﬁ qullce} aajq:_ :

( the R‘CO‘( |

ment of pursuing a "hidden
agenda of a military option.” '

The rebels said the gov-
ernment was using the five-
year-old economic¢ embargo on
‘guerilla-held regions as a bar-
gaining chip, and denied the
government charge that they
were not willing to start talks
on a. political solution.

"While the government has
been talking these past few
months about=a political pack-
age that was ready. neither the
LTTE nor the country has yet
been told what it contains.”
the rebels said:

AFP adds; Security authori-

- ties in Colombo on Sunday car-

ried out mass arrests in a ma-
jor crackdown against Tamil
Tiger guerillas who. have bro-
ken a three-month truce, tore-

. sume their ethnic war, police

said..

Some 500 men and women,
virtually all from the mipority
Tamil community, were
rounded up in and around the
capital and detained to check
their possible links with the

- . L
Life is not a circus
MANILA: Fifteen members ol a Russian circus troupe and
21 circus animals have been stranded in the southern

Philippine city of Davao after their Filipino promoter
abandoned them. the official Philippine News Agency (PNA)

said. reports AFP.

‘We have no money, we have no food for ourseives and our
animals to exist normally.: We have no decuments for the
repatriation of our equipment and animals from the -

Philippines (o Russia.”
Fedotov as saying.

PNA guoted troupe leader Boris

The agency said the group was part of a bigger entourage
that-performed in the central city of Cebu last year but which

broke up due to internal disputes.

Fedorov's group 'went to Davao and agreed to perform for
the Twentieth Century Fairs and Amusement Inc, but the
promoter has since left the city and stopped providing the
daily food allowance lor the troupe two weeks ago. it said.

Fedorov said the circus performers and trainers were
surviving on a donation from organisers of a recent rock

“oncert.

The promoter took away the Russians passports but when
they complained to the Russian Embassy in Manila they were
told to pursue their sponsor on their own, PNA said. “

The Russians have engaged the® services of a Filipino

~lawyer, who agreed to work for them free of charge. it added.

L

'Novel' way of making money

LONDON: Writing novels appears to be one of the best .ways
of making money for British women, according to a survey
published on Sunday. reports Reuter. )

Four of the top six earners were novelists, headed by
Barbara Tavlor Bradford who earned 11.93 million pounds
(19.12 million dollars) in the past 12 months, a survey in The
Mail gn Sunday newspaper showed.

Second in the list-was actress Angela Lansbury followed by
Chinese-born Jung Chang, author of worldwide best-seller,
Wild Swans, and Hollywood-based writer Jackie Collins.

The surprise entry in the newspaper's second annual list
was Dolores o'Riordan. the 23-yéar-old singer and songwriter
in the Cranberries pop group who has two hit albums under

her belt.

Queen Elizabeth estimated to be worth about five billion
polinds (8.02 billion dollars). and other women who inherited
wealth were omitted from the 100-sirong-list which included

45 businessmen.
presenters.

banned by religious decree.
The group was formed in 1993
by six religious scholars.

Mass'ari, who is seeking po-
litical asylum in Britain, said
he was detained fof six months
angd tortured before he fled.

He and his colleagues bom-
bard the kingdom with faxed
and E-mailed newsletters al-
most daily, giving accounts of
strikes, mosgue sit-ins and

- crackdowns on dissidents.

The group's sources in the
kingdom get the news to the
toll-
free numbers that connect di-
rectly to the United States or
Britain. Mass'ari beligves the
government has been unable to
monitor much of the commu-
nications because these con-
tacts have been used to coor-
dinate the smuggling out of

_dissidents.

nine actresses and four

television

| Perry slates Riyadh

Saudis foil US
plan to apprehend

Arab terrorist

WASHINGTON. Apr 24: De-
fence Secretary William Perry
voiced disapproval at Saudi
Arabia Sunday for failing te
help US authorities capture
suspected Arab terrorist lin-
ked to the 1983 bombing of a
marinve barracks in Beirut,
reports AFFP.

1 cannol expreas (o you
how disappdinted and how un-
happy | am with that result.”
Perry told a television inter-
view. -

‘It was an oppeortunity to

capture a very dangerous ter-
rorist, * he said.



