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Bleeding Rwanda

The Rwandan tragedy
end. On Saturday
on refugees at the

is far from co to an
vernment troops opened fire
‘i(.lbchu camp in southwestern

Rwanda. The ensuli stampede of panicking
people, numbering 80,000 inside the camp,
amidst heavy rains to compound their plight, left
about 8, dead and another 2, injured.

Which means 10 per {'cnt of the camps inmates

rished in an instant. This is a scene of
antesque magnitude. But ha become a
hell long before. The majority Hutus — 90 per

cent of the total populatiun — w:nt on a frenzied
massacre of the minority Tutsis — just nine
cent. Nearly 500,000 people — most of them
Tutsis — were killed in the modern time's worst
tribal violence last year.

Ever since the situation has been very tense.
The Hutus fled their homes, many of them
crossing the border to seek shelter in Burundi.
And those who could not do so, went to camps
within Rwanda guarded by French soldiers at that
time. Kibeho is one such camp. The situation was
heating up in the camps both inside and outside
of that country. Fearing a reprisal from the Tutsi-
led government and its army, the Hutus started
moving out from the refugee camps in Burundi
near the Rwandan border. But no one had the
slightest inkling that the carnage would take

place with so much ferocity and at such a light-
nir‘:ﬁl speed there.

e impression is that the troops actually were
looking for a pretext. For some time the govern-
ment was claiming that the camps sheltered mili-
tias loyal to the former government. The torren-
tial rains gave the soldiers a hellish set for
C ng out the mass murder. What the Hutus
did last year remains as a dark chapter of human
civilisation. The incumbent government has not
done anything better to erase that MEeInory.
As an ethnic minority, the Tutsis may have the
advantage of state power and the army backi
but all this should not be turned into a machine o
terror and repression.

It appears that the two tribes are pursuing a
depopulation programme against each other.
Their frenzied vengeance will bring only unmiti-
L ﬁiltEd tragedy for the country, leaving neither of

em a clear winner. Rwanda — or for that matter
no country — can afford such senseless reprisals
between two of its main communities. If the
Hutus were the instigators of the earlier carnage,
the Tutsi-dominated government has not acted
very responsibly either. How will the government
now deal with the situation? If the troops are
brought to justice for the massacre, sanity has a
chance to return. Otherwise, the country will find
itself entangled in a bloody cobweb.
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Repatriation Success

The repatriation of Rohin%a refugees, origi-
nally numbering as high as 2,50,877, to Myanmar
has reached a near-conclusive phase. Eighty per
cent of the registered ref ve already gone
back to their country of domicile. Some 61,305
await tion. At the eurrent rate of 10,000
trekking back to their homes each month, the
rocess of their return to Myanmar will have

en completed by October 1995. By a pre-
vious calculation which set the target date in
December we are happily two months ahead of
schedule.

desh foreign and relie:f ministries, UN-

HCR and Myanmar government have a full mea-
sure of our praise for their remarkable success in
solving one of the biggest refu%ee problems of

resent times. The task was formidable. The
urmese military government whose persecution
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ublicity-shy UNHCR is nonetheless singled out

Fr a round of our applause for the crucial role

layed on both sl:dt':s of the border to facili-

tate process of repatriation. Misunderstand-

s did snmetimcs occur between Bangladesh

rf: ef officials and UNHCR authorities as these

were bound to happen in a humanitarian problem
of such a huge scale.

While the mi are now a matter of the
past, certain minor problems — we would like to
call them technical rather than operational prob-
lems — seem to be surfacing at this stage. For in-
stance, a final head-count is necessitated to
ascertain the exact number of refugees rema%
to be repatriated. It is reported that some 10
have escaped from the relief camps over time
melting into the local population. s is indica-

tive haps uf their tentative refusal to go beck
them back to the process
ﬁe a bit t but is not an impossible task.

Besides the birth rate at the camps might
have inflated the numbers; but then the new ar-
rivals are ubviuusly an inextricable part nf the

families. |
BeatmgHm

The hot spell is getting to be stic excruciat-
ing. Much as we were menta physically
conditioned, being sons and au ters of this
Torrid Zone, to take in our stride salty heat
about this time of the year our natural reserve of
tolerance is now burs at its seams. Precisely
for two reasons. The water sources have
dried out and the pundits have started
~_doomsday pronouncements about the record f
in the water table underneath Dhaka's crust. Well,
the surface water sources are there lying unhar-
néssed for mone constraints which to.us are
the other name for the pitiable lack of timel
oritisation. Had we minded the business o El.':t-
ting up surface water plants early in the day we
would havebynuwhag enough running water to
scale down the effect of heat.

The heat underlines another sense of ?cninl.
One is intrigued why on earth no te foreign
companies are signing up MOUs for investment
in our water sector wh:n they are falling head
over heels to do the same in the er sector/
Not that the latter carries any tiding of an im-
mediate relief for the electricity users and seek-

ers; because the MOUs are but merely, in this
case, letters of intent. The golden eggs will be
laidaﬂertheacmmlated——yaam now —

into power generation units.

‘Meanwhile, what are we to do with the
increasingly stuccoed covered area of the ci
whichy tes heat and'conserves it as solid 1
does never to cool off. Let's have more trees and a
revival of and an addition to the serpentine lakes
that are mere shadows of their past now.

the nunion parishad was intro-

| ministry every
it is clear that a

Fledgling SAPTA Gettmg Ready to Spread Wings?

T O glean [from reports
appearing in the news-
paper media, SAPTA —
the SAARC Preferential Trad-
ing Arrangement — is stirring
to life. The framework
agreemént signed at the
seventh summit of the South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) held in
Dhaka in April 1993, did not
set a target date exactly for
making SAPTA operational.
Albeit, the agreement did
contain rather an oblique
reference to a proposal for
establishing SAPTA by 1997.

A pall of uncertainty hung
over SAPTA Lill March this
year. The proposed conces-
sional trading arrangement to
promote intra-regional trade
among the SAARC countries
seemed to be making only
desultory progress il al all. The
SAPTA framework agreeinent
admits of bolh product-by-
product approach and across-
the-board tarifl reduction in its
modality for exchange ol trade
concessions. However, the sig-
nateries had decided to nego-
tlate preferences initially on a
product-by-product basis, That
had called for negotiations to
draw up agreed lists of prod-
ucts and national schedules of
concessions.

An inter-governmental
group (1GG) had been set up to
provide the forum for these
negotiations. Incidentally,
SAPTA envisages exchange of
tariff, para-tarifl and non-tariff
concessions for liberalising
trade among the member
countries. Tariff in this context
simply means cusioms duties,
Para-tariffs here cover only
border charges and fees, other
than customs duties, levied
solely on imports., Non-tariffs
embrace any other measure,
regulation, practice which
might restrict import or dis-
tort trade. Nonetheless, tariff

| concessions are what malters

most al the start. The lrame-
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arrangement to promote intra-regional trade among the SAARC countries seemed to be making

oPlyde-ﬂturymlnal

work agreement also pre
scribes a product-by-product
approach for negotiating tariff
preferences specifically at the

initial stage. Thus. negotiating
tarifll concessions would have

been 1GG's primary concern.
IGG had been holding its
not-too-frequent meetings in
the member countries by turn.
Apparently it was not making
much of a headway. A crucial
IGG meeting in Maldive last
year reportedly had ended in-
conclusively. Al long last, the
March IGG meeting in Pak-
istan seemed to have yielded a
rich dividend. Differences
were narrowed down. A con-
\'Erﬁcn(‘t seemed to be emerg-

* on cantentious issues that
d up progress in the pasi.

Lilll.l of products have already
been exchanged. National
schedules of concessions were
getting final touches. Presum-
ing on a positive outcome of
the Kathmandu IGG meeting
this week. the word went
round that a final SAPTA pack-
age of concessions would be
presented at the eighth SAARC
summit due to be held in India
next month. And if the summit
gives the green signal, SAFTA
could spread its wings early
next year, becoming fully oper-
ational by Jan "96.

Customs duty rates in the
SAARC region vary fairly
widely. Average tariffs (1994)
in Bangladesh stands at 26 per
cent, 53 in India. 30 in Pak-
istan and 20 per cent in S5Sri
Lanka. However, tariffs had
been coming dowh. Average
tariffs in Bangladesh in 1991
were 75 per cent, 128 in In-
dia, 66 in Pakistan and 25 per
cent in Sri Lanka. Given the
existing duty structure, tariff
reduction at uniform rate
would be unlikely to bring any

significant market access ad-
vantage in intra-regional trade
for the SAPFTA member coun-
iries who are running into
deficits in regional trade. As it
happens. tariffs ol countries
[aced with trade deficits are
already relatively low. Duty re-
duction at par with other
SAFTA members will throw
their markets wider open to
competition from the region
without granting them a com-
parable advantage in the sur-
plus countries. Trade in the
region will tend to be more
equitably distributed i#f high

tariffl countries enjoying sur-
plus in trading with their
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deficits with some of its trad-
ing pariners in the region.
Naturally. Bangladesh would
expect meaningful and nonre-
ciprocal tariff cuts on its ex-
portables from the more ad-
vanced importing countries in
the region who enjoy surplus
in bilateral trade. Let's hope
that the SAPTA final package
will take care of all that

, There are variables other
than tariffs which go into mak-
ing a country's products price
competitive in the export
market. |t appears that subsi-
dies have been kept out of the
ambit of SAPTA. So had been
other issues which have a bear.

ALONG MY WAY

neighbours apply* comparably
deeper cuts in customs duities.
Possible trade diversion vis-a-
vis exports from outside the
region could bring some ad-
vantage of course. but that
perhaps is not what SAPTA
aims at.

Then there is the issue of
reciprocity in granting conces-
sions. The framework agree
ment stipulates that the con-
cessions agreed to under
SAPTA will automatically be
extended to all the member
countries. Nonetheless, an ex-
ception has been made in re-
spect of concessions extended
exclusively to the least devel-
oped countries in the region.
Bangladesh is a least developed
country incurring huge trade

ing on export competitiveness
such as foreign exchange
regime. import policy. infla-
tionary outlook. bank interest
rates and so -on. Exchange
rates of the member countries
vary. Current rates for one US
dollar are roughly around 40
for taka; 31.50, 49.50.3]1 and
48 for the Indian, Nepalese,

Pakistani and Sri Lankan ru-
pees respectively. Inflation is
currently running roughly at
4.3% annually in Bangladesh,
11.5% in India. 14% in Pak-
istan and 8% in Sri Lanka.

Bahk interest rates also vary,
largely reflecting inflation ex-
pectations. A convergence in
such areas is obviously not on
the cards at this stage. All the

same. Lhere could conceivably
be a lorum under the a=gis of
SAFTA for regular consultation
on trends in these areas and
for a review of tarifl conces-
sions to make them more
meaningful and effective in
promoting intra-regional trade.

Their avowed commitment
to SAARC and SAPTA notwith-
standing. some member coun-
tries continue te look outside
the region to forge new trade
links with other economic
blocs. In point of fact. analysts
had been inclined to blame the
hitherto slow progress of
SAFTA on Pakistan's ambiva-
lence about the fledgling fo-
rum. Pakistan. it was averred,
preferred to promote ECO —
the Economic Cooperation Or-
ganisation. ECO groups Pak-
istan with Afghanistan, Iran,
Turkey and six Central Asian
countries which were formerly
Soviet republics Well, ECO
held its latest summit in Pak-
istan last month finalising. in-
ter alia. the modality for im-
plementing its own protocol
on preferential tariff arrange-
ments among the member
states. Mentionably, the SAPTA
[ramework agreement clearly
lays down that its provisions
will not apply in relation to
preferences extendetl to coun-
tries oulside the SAARC re-
gion. Member countries are
not obliged to grant prefer-
ences in SAPTA which might
impair the concessions ex-
tended to countries outside
the region under such other
arrangements.

India, on her part, is ar-
dently courting APEC — the
Asia Pacific Economic Cooper-
ation forum — to win a seat in
the club. APEC's diverse mem-
bers include Australia. Brunei,
Canada. Chile. China. Hong

Kong. Indonesia, Japan,
Malaysia. Mexico. New
Zealand. Papua New Guinea.
the Philippines. Singapore.
South Korea. Taiwan, Thailand
and the United States — all of
them located along the Pacific
rim. T her they account for
around half of world produc-
tion and 45 per cent of global

trade. In ils summit last year,
APEC drew up an ambilious

agenda lor creating the world's
largest area for (ree trade and
investmernt by 2020. The prob-
lemn for India is: in its 1993
summit APEC had put a three-
year moratorium on new
membership. For now. India is
being told to open up its econ-
omy to the level of other APEC
members. India asseris that its
tariffs would be comparable to
those of other countries in the
region by 1996/97. By then
the embarge on new APEC
yrembership also would hope-
lllv be lified. Considered this
way. India is commiited to
bring down tariffs. Well, the
process could be accelerated
through' SAPTA meanwhile!

L - - *
USTRALIA played a
pivotal role in the foun-
ding of APEC in 1989

and has now lloated another
straw in the wind. This lime
around, it is for forming an
economic cooperation forum of
the Indian Ocean rim nations.
Australia is said to be calling a
meeting of counirtes in and
around the Indian Ocean for
June nexi to explore ways for
expanding (rade. investment
and econemic cooperation in
the region. The Bay of Bengal
sits between us and the Indian
Ocean. Nonetheless, the idea
of an Indian Ocean lorndm for
cconomic cooperation might
uwllfer possibilities to us for
teaming up with countries
outsicde the South Astan region
as well

OCAL level governance in
Bangladesh had a good
beginning during pre-
colonial days. The rural
in the light of their own felt
need. evolved samaj. shalish
etc to look after their own af-
fairs. They needed no external
assistance to run and manage

those organisations.
Britishers introduced union

panchayet in the year 1870 as
the lowest tier in public ad-
ministration. During the last
(1870-1995) 125 years, unfor-
tunately, it grew with all the
malnutrition. It is not yet a vi-
able institution capable of ser-
ving the community. It could
not vet blossom as a demo-
cratic organisation at the
grassroois. But why? . '
A study team of five from
the Universitv of Dhaka de-

voted themselves to find why

did it so happen. what else
could happen and. most im-
portantly, what are the options
for the future.'Seminars took
place in Bagharpara Thana
Parishad and Dhalgram Union
Parishad in Jessore recently
on public administration. The
seminar was based on the last
one year's studv on Dhalgram
union of Bagharpara by Prof

Zarina. Dr. Aretin and Dr Bar-
| man of the Dhaka University.

Initial findings were presented
in front of the local officlals
and the elected union parishad
representatives and the HG{.‘-
representatives.

Discussion mainly centered

faruund union parishad. The

participants mainly focused on
the negatives of the union

parishad, - more on problems’

less on solutions. All the union
parishad chairmen and the
members mentioned about the
financial crisis of union pari-

shad and failure in cnllcclinF
taxes tn rim the union pari-

shad. Question logically emana-

*tes why the people are not

interestecd in paying taxes?
What services do they get from
the union parishad? If services
received [rom the union coun-
¢il are considered useful why
should thev be unwilling to pay
for it?

Participants observed that

T ————

Sir, It is gratd
Annual Reports of the activities
of different ministries and di-
visions during the 1993-94 fi-

nancial ' year are well under -

preparation for presentation.

As a citizen of the country, |
sought quite a long time (2 or
3 years) back for the publica-
tion of such a report by each
every year. However,
good begin-

ning in this respect has been
made. | also requested that a
full-blown report on the activi-
ties of the Ershad regime

~ought to be published. Merely

blaming Mr H M Ershad and
his associates for looting the
country is a statement of fact,
but the reasons or the mecha-
nism behind this fact would be
much more revealing than the
fact itself, in the interest of
the couniry. It may be that
such a report is well under
preparation, because Barrister
Abdus Salam Talukder, the
BNP Secretary General and
LGRD Minister promised
sometime back, that a white
paper (preferably a report) on
the Ershad regime would be
published. Both the functions

ternal

to know .
'from the news media that the

Evolving Participatory Administration at
the Local Level

by Mohammad Zakaria

Gram sarker may be a very sound expression as
sarkar means government. So gram sarker means
village government implying that power does not
come from Dhaka rather grows in the villages.

ducedd by the eolonialist adm-

f inisiralors and it is a wesiern

industrial concepl imposed in
a different context. And those
who introduced it had their
image problem. Consequently
Lhe acceptability ol the admin-
istrative strciure. to crush lo-

callv evolved] scunay /shihish str
ucture. continued to be in

question from the very incep-
tion. As the people could not
accept it in a good way for the
reasons mentioned above, it
could never be made effective
despite its change of names by
almost all the successive regi-
mes during Pakistan and

.Bangladesh days.

Participants also observed.
that previous shalish bench,
samaj etc the institution that
grew out of its own societal
body worked well as this was
built on felt societal need.
Size/unit of operation was
equally important.

Village unit has to be the
foundatign. Union can be its
extension with concrete ad-
ministrative arrangement at
thana/upazila level. For a
country like Bangladesh inte-

. gration of gram sarker with

upazila type structure at the
thana level may hopefully be
the hest option. Why it did not
happen is a sensitive political
question and beyond
jurisdiction of this article. If
union parishad needs to sur-
vive it has to play the interme-
diary role between gram level
people's organisation with that
at thana administration. Other-
wise it can not have any future.

Villages are the social as
well as emotional units, The
village community is itself in a
close Iinteractional setting.
Participation grows out of in-
teraction. It never happened at
the union level like at the vil-
lage level. That is why the
union parishad pévcr emerged
as 'parishad' rather dominated
by the chairman — one person.
Historically the persons run-
ning the union parishad have
been the collaborators of ex-
wwer holders far from

the .

education etc are the sectors

the wvillage. including the
colonialists of the olden days.
They never derived their
power from the people in the
iruest sense of the term.
Obvidusly their mind set is not
pro-people all the time often
making unhely alliance with
the external elements. Inevi-
tably toutism emerged as a
bitter element in the rural
societal fabric. This should be
delineated as a great obstacle

in initiating democratic pro-

cess in the village and union.

From this what we can logi-
cally infer is that we need to
start from the unit where
there were people oriented
administration evolved and
maintained by the people. As |
mentioned earlier. these were

samaj. shalish etc at the village
level.

If we are sincerely inter-
ested in bottom up participa-
tory administration, the village
community has to be involved
right from the planning phase.
Question may crop up: how?
This is no more a dream
rather already in practice at
pilot level in villages in
Jessore. Methodology has al-
ready been evolved for this.
The village community must
take leadership in taking their
own plans to the thana level
where there is a setup for pro-
viding services to the people.
And democratic setup like the
previous upazila could be bet-
ter qualified to do the job as it
was elected by the people. It
had some  legal entity. Agri-
culture, livestock, poultry,
fishery. health, afforestation,

for which there are govern-
ment departments at the thana
level. The government officials
could participate jin the
poverty alleviation process
more efficiently.

The other Pproblem is:
skills /services/inputs available
at the thana level do not easily
reach the doorsteps of Lhe
people in the surrounding vil-
lages as the officials are not
reportable to the people but to
their higher authorities at the
district and the centre in
Dhaka. Involvement of some
elected personality like previ-
ous upazila chairman could be
an answer to this problem We
are saying we have democracy.
But democracy has to be de-
fined in administrative context
as well rather than confining it
in elections alone.

A system needs to be
worked out where administra-
tive organ. elected body and
the people have their own du-
ties and responsibilities. The
triangle ensuring enough
working space for these three
elements need to be ensured.

Time is ripe now to give
democracy a birth sat the root
— in the villages rather than
repeated still births of democ-
racy in the streets of Dhaha.

For rural Bangladesh NGOs
are the new reality. They have
developed specific skill of
working with people. They in-
ternalized the mechanism of
service delivery in more effi-
cient ways compared to their
counterpart in the government
administration. This NGO skill
of working in the field has to
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"wnul:.‘;l he_t_raﬂted I am sure, as

a real democratic exercise for
the present regime.
1 would, however, request

the government to relesse the

reports for the earlier financial
years also, for the sake of ac-
countability and ‘transparency

of the government.
M T Hagq

' 4/5 Pallabt, Dhaka-1221

NGOs

Sir, I must commend The
Daily Star for publishing arti-
cles as interesting as Nina
Chowdhury's plece titled
"NGOs: The Miracle Cure?’,
which appeared on 10.4.95,
and
"NGOs: What's the Flavour of
the Month?” the next week.
They made fascinating reading:
and also pointed up the lack of
critical guestioning that exists
where the correct appraisal of
NGOs and their role in devel-
opment is concerned. Her
points were valid, and pro-
vided considerable food for
thought, as well as a starting
point for a more reasoned ap-
praisal of NGOs. To me the De-
velopment page of The Daily
‘Star has never been so inter-
esting.

the follow-up article, -
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1 am sure that Ms (,humi
hury will receive any number
ol negalive reviews for these
pieces, not least from those
who benefit from the nature
and functioning of such NGOs.
Nevertheless, | would like to
thank her for these timely
pieces, and to congratulate
The Daily Star for publishing
them. proving once again that

duty to investigate matters
critically rather than playing it
safe in order to win a popular-
ity contest!

Farzana Khair
House B5A, Road 25
Banani, Dhaka

Barbarous attack on
circus party

Sir, We are deeply shocked
and astounded by the bar-
barous action of some people
against a circus party in Cox's
Bazar on April 18, 1995 and
we fully support the views ex-
pressed in your editorial on
April 20, 'For Action, Prompt
and Sharp'

It was stated that by the eall
of a so-called Moulana a group
of people attacked the circus
party, poured kerosene apd set
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fire 10 their tents and animal
cages, which resulted in the
loss of huge property and lives
of many innocent animals.
Many members of the party
sustained injuries.

All over the world circus
parties entertain people and it
Is looked upon as a harmless
pastime. If the party had been

~ guilty of staging vulgar show it
it is fulfilling a newspaper's

could have been reported to
the proper authority to take
necessary actions, but to take
law in one's own hand must
not be tolerated.

Now-a-days we notice that
some Moulanas are giving fat-
wahs and taking law in their
own hands, making life miser-
able for many. We urge the
government to take immediate
action and make it clear that
no such activities would be
looked upon as trifle. Persons
guilty of the offence will be
brought to justice.

| don't know what is hap-
pening to our society, people
are being carried away by the
slightest proveocation and act
most degradingly. Cruelty and

hatred are taking the place of | when

finer feelings.

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad, Chittagong
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be integrated in the package.
The most critical element
in the union parishad is that it
is the citadel of factional poli-
tics. Localised power structure

swallows even the national po- .

litical ideologies when these
reach the villages. That the
national political ideologies are
distorted as factionalism is the
greatest failure of our national
politics. Factionalists know
how to use national politics in
their factional as well as family
interest.

Gram sarker may be a very
sound expression as sarkar
means government. S0 gram
sarker means village govern-
ment implying that power
does not come from Dhaka
rather grows in the villages,
This sort of decision making

power in the hands of the
peeple could revolutionize our
villages — nay the whole nation

. if piloted properly in a slow

but steady process. They can
do the miracle if we in the city
remove ourselves from their
path of liberated efforts. We
are the obstacles in their own
development process.

In order to make bottom up
public administration success-
ful participatory village plan-
ning may be a tool based on
which the union parishad and
thana administration can work.
‘The challenge is, evolving
democratic mechanism right
at the village level. It gives a
basis where people, govern-
ment adminisiration and the
NGOs can work together.

The wrifer is Executive Di-
rector. GOUF (Gono Gobeshong
O Unnayan Foundation). an ac-
tion research NGO.

(Mother Teresa : Succour
to Sufferers

AnlntewmwhyFayzaHaq

HE lieat did not seen
lo. abate the enthusiasm
of the long line of

school girls and their accom-
panying relatives who had
queued up for an hour in the
scorching sun 1o get a glimpse
of Mother Teresa at the Home
of Sisters of Charity at Tejgaon.
Mother Teresa appeared a
little tired and taciturn at the
end of her four-day trip of
Bangladesh She woke up from
her mid-noon rest and was
giving medals by handfuls to
those who came to wish her
and be blessed by her at the
Missionaries of Charity Home
for Compassion nexit to the
Holy Cross College. Tejgaon
Despite her heavy schedule
and the stifling heat, with
people pouring into verandahs
by dozens, she paused to talk
lo me and explained. "What in
spired me to be a nun? Like all
my actions, the love of Jesus
Born Agnes Goxha Bojaxhiu,
she joined the Institute of
Blessed Mary at the age of 18,
she left Albdnia lor
Ireland Shortly after. she took
up teaching and started work

‘mg in the slums of India. By ing the sufferers

1948 she founded her own
order and soon adopted Indian
citizenship (vo.

Concerned about the suffer-
ers of leprosy and AIDS in the
sub-continent, she has a cen-
lre for lepers near Asansol.
India in a colony called
Shantinagar. She was here in
Bangladesh to lay the founda-
lion for an old age home at
Monipur. 50 kms north of
Dhaka. This 0Old Home
Rehabilitation Centre at Bishia
Kuribari will accomumodate
500 people. She patted me on
the back. and advised me. "Go
out among the poor people,
You will find the reality there."

Mother Teresa believed her
lollowers in Dhaka were doing
good work. They hiave made
greal improvements since 91
when | first came here. They
are rehabilitating the down-
trodden and the despised and
lhese include the mentally
deranged, the homeless va-
grants and even those labelled
as prostiutes.’

Mother Teresa who has

been honoured by various
awards. surh as the Nobel
Peace Prize of 79, and the
Padmashri of the Indian

Government in 63, does not
care greatly for these recogni-
tions. She is more bothered
about providing food and shel-
ter for the 555 centres that
she has set up all over the
world.

It is net that she ﬁf"‘El"i- for
the suffering and ailing among
the Christians, "Every human
being is a child of God to me —

whether he be a Hindu,
Muslim or Christian.” she says.
Mother Teresa. who (s

against abortion like all strict
Roman Catholics. has arranged
for adoptlion ef 3 000 children
by childless couples.

Apart from working towards
bringing comfort to AIDS and
leprosy afflicted sufferers in
Bangladesh, Mother Teresas
followers previde medical aid
to any one who comes for help
to the charitable institutions

While in Dhaka., Mothe:
Teresa launched the first float
ing hospital in the country
funded by Rotarians and
Frene h authoiities The octo
genartan says, | am ready to
accept gifts from all guarters
towards (he cause of comiort




