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ANGLADESH is not a
 COURLry famous for
attracting tourists. Bul
a year ago, when | began tlo
plan my six-morth (irip
through Asia. | knew that |
would have to include it in my
travels. The reason was simple:
I needed o see my rools.
| was born and raised in
Canada, a country populated by
immigrants from all over the
world. My Swedish mother had
ample opportunities to expose
me to her.culiure while | was
growing up. Trips to Sweden
were a (requent event., and
Swidlish rituals punctuated my
Canadiam uphnnum,

My falher's background,
however, remained, more ol-a
myslery to me. Bangladesh was
his native country. that much |
knew. Bul as my father was far
removéd [rom his family and
busy with the demands of a
medical career. learning about
his heritage proved a bit more
- difficult.

Hazy memories of a trip to
Bangladesh were in my mind: a
family pilgrimage we made
when | was only 12. Seeing the

what | was afler -

The Shalieed Stnrn Shaudha at Savar.

country with adult eyes was
the chance
to experience Lthis part of my-
sell in a way what | was aftler
the chance to experience this
part of myself in a way that |
would not soon forget.

S0 al the age of 23 1 set out

to do just that. | arrived in
Bangladesh in WMarch. weary
from (wo months travel

through Indonesia and Thai-
land. My father had warned me
against visiting the counitry
during its hottest months, and
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alter a claustrophobic hour at
Zia sternational-sdrport | be-
gad to see his point. Fighting
my way Lhroygh the crowds at
the exit doors, | [inally man-
aged Lo step outside and my
whirlwind. lour-week tour of
Bangladesh began.

The beauty of the landscape
was one ol the [irst things that
struck me. Il the western me-
dia. one hears little news about
Bangladesh excepl tor the odd
report on the latest [lood, cy-
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My Encounter With Bangladesh

by Monica Uddin

The national museum exhibited works
of art which, were they for sale and I a
rich woman, I'would have instantly
purchased. Particularly moving to me
were the black-ink paintings by Zainul

Abedin portraying the suffering of his

¢lone or tornado. | hall ex-
pected (o see a countryside in
ruins, bul instead feasted my
eyes on its verdant rice pad-

dies., windlng rivers and or-
ange-colored earth, so differ-
ent from what | knew back
home. During the following
weeks, (rips to the hill tract
areas and Cox's Bazar, display-
ing the wonderful variety to be
seen in Bangladesh's rural re-
gions, rounded out my initial
impression.

Tourist destinations aleo
held some pleasant surprises
for me. Viewing sites such as
the Ahsan Manzil and Sonar-
gaon gave me an inkling of the
weight of cultural tradition be-
lvind this relatively youthful
country. The National Museum
exhibited works ol art which,
were they for sale and | a rich
woman, | would have instantly
purchased. Particularly moving
lo me were the black-ink
paintings by Zainul Abedin
portraying the suffering of his
people during famine.

A visit to Jatiyva Smriti
Shounda was of special per-
sonal significance tp me. As |
discovered soon after my ar-
rival in Bangladesh, I share the
sarie birth date as the this na-
tion: March 26, 1971. Seeing
the immense concrete Lribute
to the victims of thesliberation
war inspired a sense of awe
and wonder in me -- the three
million whgo died amount to
more than ten percent of my
owrt country's population. Had

and do in Bangladesh, the
overwhelming reason | chose
lo visit this country was to bet-
ter acquaint myself with my
family. And as my father was
one of ten children- a shock-
ing fact to my friends back
home . but not so uncommon
here - there were plenty of
people to get to know.

Carted about from home to
home. 1 was touched by how
warmly | was welcomed by

relatives who' had not seen me

in more than a decade. Family
life in North American centers
largely around one's immediate
kin., and many people share my
experience of having few addi-
tional relatives to call upon. In
this part of the world , pne's
extended [family remains
paramount throughout omne's
liﬁ: Having dozens of "uncles.

“sisters” and "cousins® is easily .

possible because no matter
how distant your relatfén,

you're treated as if you belong.

Bangladeshi hospitality.isan

additional experience I'l noi
soon forget: ves. | was a sister,

~ a ndece, a cousin, but | was also

a guess. And being a guest in
this country is a little like

asking for a drink of water and-

being given a fire hose instead!
Food was offered at every turn,
bedrooms donated for the du-
ration of my stay, ,lours and
transportation arranged across
the country, every conceivable
need | could have imagined
was met and then some. My
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I half expected to see a countryside in
ruins but instead feasted my eyes on
verdant rice paddies, winding rivers

and orange coloured earth,

80

different. ﬁ'om what 1 knew back

hom

o

lbeenhurnmthupartu[lhc
world, would | have been lucky
enough to survive? °

. Beyond the things to see
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The Forest Guards of the

HE forest guards of the

Sundarbans _have four

responsibilities: croco-
diles, jaladashhu (the famous
water dacoits of Bangiadesh]
tigers and deer.

One of the forest uards.
Mohammad Masud ellah,
shows me a mother deer and a
‘her child, as they disappear
 behind trees in the distance.
"] feed her with my own
hands.” he says, "rice and un-
cooked vegetables.”

‘He then shows me a
Sundari tree (in Katka) that
has been phutﬂgr'lphed atleast
300 times.

He's young. very dark from
the sun. He wears a brown
-shirt, cream pants and a
checked jacket. He moves
lightly, and speaks softly, but
‘we can . all sense an inner
power In him. Because we all
know he's ¢come face to face
with the Rcial ‘Bengal Tiger -
more than once.

"They usually hide behind

t.hﬂqs: narrow Gewa trees,” he

Sundarbans

says, pointing al the circular
grove of trees around the
clearing where we Sland
"They're never very lar away."

The lorest guards walk
through most of the forest. On
any night. they can be ordered
to patrol any part of the forest.
They walk all night.

They lige in thes forest, in
one-story wooden houses.
Chicken run around the fenced
yards.

“The soil's too saline,” says
one of the lorest guards, " Not
good for vegetatiﬂn

"Aren't you afraid of tigers
i Eask .

"No. not the tigers. But we
live in fear of dacoits," they an-
swer. :

During the tidal waves, the
whole forest area is submerged
in water. When the floods
come in, crocodiles are swept
in also.

"W'E need a cyclone shel-
ter," say the forest guards. "So
manx ol us live ht—"t‘f" with no

B

proper_shelter against any of
the natural elements,” ;

| ask about the dacoits.
more oul of tourist curiosity
than sympathy. They come
often. I am told. to loot the
very houses | see around mre.
They kill if resisted.

We walk back to our launch,
past the forest guard houses,

built aboutl four feet above

ground (insufficient protection
indeed) . One house is made

oul of unpainted wood, with a
red painted stair, and a goal
pata covered fence all around.
It stands serene agamat the
sunny winter sky. '

I want to ask them some
more about their problems, *

"“Do you have any more

complaints ?" | ask eagerly.

But they move away, start

pointing at rare trees, deer, a

spot where crntndilea are
Seen.
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He takes a moment of rest in the middle ol a nightly vigil.
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« I'he Dhakeshwari Temple.

relatives jokingly referred to
my visit as a Canadian version
of Hilary Clinton's, but the
treatment | received made me

. home until mv marriage

“ment while I

feel they truly meant It

Among my marny relatives
are several cousins who fall
within my age range. Acting Ja%
my guides to Bangladeshi so-
‘ciety. they took great pains to
rearrange the schedules so
that we could spend time lo-
gether. Frequent gossip ses-
sions, of which Bangalees seem
so fond, helped me to under-
stand how different my life
would be had the acciden! of
my birth occurred in" this
country.

| would most certainly not
have been living on my own for
five years by now. attending
school and holding down vari-
ous jobs. M_v parents’ house
would likely have remained
Edu-

famibiaritly with the food and
water that left me out of com-

mission for a few days. hover-

ing near the bathroom door
The language barrier often
proved Lo be gn obstacle to my
hdl participation in family life.
Although English is widely
spoken my many in this coun-
iry. intimate feelings are most
natiurally communicated in
one's native tongue and do not
lennd themselves easily le
translation. Emeotionally. the
sirain of being a voung worman
in a society radically dilferend
from my own wids soinetimes
frustrating as | iried to ac-
commedate mysell to a differ
ent lifestyle while still retain-
ing my own idenlity. Discom-
fort., however, was something
I fully expected to encounter
and 1 tried to remind pyself
during these times that they
were minor. temporary evenis.
My stav in Bangladesh is

!'hf' e Hichkd during U harveshing season.,
s Hmlykdrshfﬂhwﬂ &.AWI

cation would also take on a dif
ferent meaning. My choige ol
subjects might have been de-
termined not by personal in-
terest or market potential. but
rather the number of seats in a
particular department.

And, in terms of that most
fateful occasion - marriage -
the selection of a marital part-
ner would most likely not be
made by me alone. My family

‘would have a large say in the

matter, perhaps makifng. :

rangements for my 5
was stilt -a
teenager. [t amazes me 1O
think that by my age.
grandmother had already been
married ten years and was the
mether of several children!

The overwhelming experi-
ences | had during my stay in
Bangladesh were not without
their difficult moments. Physi-
cally, there was the usual un-

my relatives, who”

mny -

now drawing to a close, and |
will be travelling for another
two and a hall menths before
returning to Canada. Of all my
travels, this leg of my. trip has
been the most personally
meaningful. Already | feel as if
I've achieved my goal of be-
coming better acquainted with
my roots, though I realize this
experience has bBeen of the
kind that I'll continue to learn
from long after it's finished,
Special thanks
ex-
panded my idea ‘of what
"family” means. Though the
distance is far and the expense
considerable, 1 have a feeling
that this will net be -my last

trip to Bangladesh

t: The au-
thor thanks her cousin, Asrarul
Islam Chowdhury, for encour-
aging her to write this per-
sonal tale.

Touring in Dhaka
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This hot season, it's impossible to travel more than an hour away |
without getting dehydratated. But still, the Dhakaite wants to* |
tour a little, see a few amazing sites. Ms. Naseem Huq writes
about a few places within Dhaka, just a rickshaw ride (or an air- -
cnnditiﬂned car trip) away

mm{m-rrmph

A legandary templt: of
the 18 century. The
st as narrated is that
Raja Ballal Sen's mother went
Lo Langalbandth on pilgrimage.
On her return, King Ballal was
born in a forest near the road.
To commemorale his birth
place, Raja Ballal Sen built the
Dhakeswari Temple and set up
a huge idol of the Hindu
goddess Durga. The Hindu
community of Dhaka considers

this temple as one of the

oldest,
Joydepur Palace

The Joydepur Palace was
built i the last half of the 19

-rentury. It is situated abowt 40

km. north of Dhaka city in

Gazipur under the district of
Joydepur, The palace was
popularly known as "Rani Ma-

hal" and became famous during

the 1930s because of the sen-
sational "Bhawal Murder Case".
The historic palace whieh has
atleast 360 suiles, now acco-
modates the Gazipur district
admintstration, '

Built in the last decade of
the 19 century, the Baliati Za-
mindar House is located about
64 km north-wesi of Dhaka in
Manikgang districi. Al one
time all passers-by used io
stop and admire the beauty of
this majestic bullding. The, Ja-
ganpath University College
building in Dhaka was a gilt
from Babu Kishorilal Roy
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Chowdhury, a membeg of Lhe
family of the Baliati Zamiclar.

Armenian church

Among the few landmarks
of Dhaka that authenticates the
existence ol the Armenians in
Dhaka, the Armanitola, a local-
ity in old Dhaka. and the Ar-
mendan Church within it still
seems to carry the banner of
s past heritage. During the
end of the |8 ceurifury, and
the beginning of the 19 cen-

tury the Arminans, though
small in number were very
rich and influential. Built in
1791 AD the Acticinim Church

which now stands as torch
biearer of a lost community, has
four doors. seven windows and
a high beel tower. The whole
Chureh is seven hundred feet

long,

Taka 73 crore in joreign exchange from tourism sector in the
vear 1994 and total earning in this sector was about Taka 60
crore in 1993, State Mimister for Civil Aviatton and Tourism
Major (Retd) Abdul Mannan has urged upon the officials and
lourism professionals to continue their efforts to improve
tourist facilities and the service standard and efficiency in
order Lo increase the earnings in this sector.

He was speaking as the chief guest in the installation
ceremony of the Bangladesh- Parjatan Corperation Officers
Association in Dhaka last Thursday evening. In this
connection he mentioned that a three-star hotel will, socon be
stablished in Dhaka by Lhe Civil Aviation Authority of
Pangladesh to most increasing demand of local and foreign
Visiors. Moreover Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation and Biman
Hangladesh Airlines has been advised to jointly establish
divther similar standard hotel in Dhaka He also mentioned
that three floating boatels will be constructed at a cost of
about three crores as a pajt of planned development of
iourism facilities to proinpte visits to the Sundarbans.

in addition eight small and medium size project proposals
lu create accommodation and restaurant facilities at different
atiractive tourist spots of the country have been prepared and
are under the active consideration of the Government.

— Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation

Inland container Port: Tthe physical work of the

inland contalner port at Keraniganj opposite Pagla is
expected Lo start froan the next fiscal year (1995-96).

According to minisiry of perts and shipping. the revised

‘ vngineering study of the inland container port project will be

completed this fiscal. Pacific consultant of Japan is engaged
in the engineering study at the moment.
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Syria to $ 1 b on tourism: syria win

spend $1 billion on projects aimed at h-uoclung tourism.
Tourism minister Amin Abu Shamat said "Syria needs to
continues building up its infrastructure in the tourism sector
so that it can host the growing number of tourists, and this
needs investments.”

More than (wo million tourists visited Syria in 1994, a
quarter of them from non-Arab countries. — Monitor

COSCO wins arbitration award: china Ocean

Shipping Co {COSCO) has won an arbitration award.in a
dispute over bad debts incurred by china's state tions.
According to a report in Oslo -based shipping weekly
Tradewind's . a panel sitting in London has awarded COSCO
US 8 517,750 plus costs for oytstanding hire charges on the
charter of its handysize bulker Su Hai.

: — BD shipping times:
BD can boost tourism: The secretary General of

World Tourism Organisation (WTO) Antonio Enriquez
Savignac stated that Bangladesh (BD) has tremendous
potential w develap its tourism industry.

Toval nermarion:al tourist arrivals in Bangladesh was a lit-
tle over 140 thousands, about 4 per cent of lourist arrivals in
South Asia. Total carnings in 1994 was about US $ 18 million.
There is an upward trend in both the international arrivals
ardd earnings in this secior. — Monitor

‘New joint-servieer Canada Maritime and Jadroplov,
which already rfun. a joint” Mediterranean north America-
scrvice, have formed a new joint service and slot t:xchang:
agreement with DSR — Senator Lines.

The three lines will deploy four 1800 TEU s on a
weekly service with two being provided by Canmar ane by
Jodroplov and one by DSR— senator.

The new joint service will enable Canmar to add calls at
Naples and Fos. while DSR — senator will be able to offer
weekly service instead of ten days. — BD Shipptng Times.

PIA switches over to automation: rakistan
International Airlines {PIA) . Dhaka. has switched over to
compuierised sales facilitiés from March '95.
PIA Dhaka has been linked with thé central cargo space
control in Karachi and with all PIA stations on the network.
The cargo automation will provide clients with cargo-
booking -confirmation. reconfirmation, cancellation and
arrival :lr&ml]s of each shipment and also cargo in transit. .
— Monitor.

ergreen to resume carribean service:
Evergreen Marine Corp. of Taiwan will resume its Carribean
sea service after a perjod of nine years. -

The company will launch a container service in April using
two B-type feeder ships-the Ever Bridge and the Ever Better

— BD Shipping Times.
Net working Dhaka to the world: xim cargo,

the cardo.wing to KLM Royal Dutch Airlines. has started two
weekly fljghts to Amsterdam_via Dubai from Dhaka since °
October 1994. This is helping exporters from Bangladesh to
seid their produce directly to Dubai. Europe and America on
KLM. — Monilor

Lufthansa fully privatised by 1995: the

German Governunent is aiming to privatise Lufthansa
completely in the course of next year.

In a debate in parliament in Bonn on govt. Policy declara-
tion, transport minister Matthias Wissmann announced plans
to reduce the govt. stake in the airline to zero in1995 Other
govt. owned transportation companies will also be privatised,
he said. — Lufthansa

JAL ﬁttln; comfortable seats: JAL is fitting
from March 1995, a new economy seat made by the German
seat specialists Recano, to three new 747-400 and four 767-
300 aircraft due to be delivered by financial year 1995.
Adoption of the new seat is based on upgrading comfort
and increasing total seat numbers. Il also follows an exhaus-
live in-house survey with input from salks personnel, cabin
attendanis and main attendance and engineering staff.

—Monitor
nair ¢ office location: pragonair

ved to its new office location on the lst floor of ANZ

has
Grindlays Bank from the 29th of March, 1995.
The new address is given below:
Hong Kong Dragon Airlines Lid.
GSA-Omnitrans International ld.
53, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue Kawran Bazar,
Phaka-1215.

— Dragonair.
NOL vessels at Bombay Port: Neptune Orient
lines Itd. (NOL) has announced that its wvessels will now be
calling at Bombay, India from the Jawaharlal Nehru port at
Bombeay.

In a recert interview NOL's chiefl operating officer has an-
nounced the setting up of an "enterprises division” to seek

oul business opportunities in various countries, including
India. — BD Shipping Times.

lﬁelltl vote for Emirates:
Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed toum. Chairman of Emirates.
was presented with the prestigious TTG Europa (Travel
Trade Gazetie Europa) Gold award for Best Airline to the
Middle East at the recent ITB travel fair in Berlin.

Emirates is the only airline to have won this title from all
three TTG publicatiens; TTG in the UK, TTG Eurepa and TTG
International. —  Monuor

Japan plans port amenities: e Japanese
government hopes to make cranes and warehouses at ports
more earthquake-restraint. especially in the vulnerable Tokyo
and Takai regions . so that they can remain functional even
after a big tremble. The ministry of Transportation after
examining damage caused ai Kobe port by Januarvy 17
earthquake, plans to conduct a comprehensive review ol
buillding codes of port lacilities 1D Shpping Tunes




