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In Dhaka city, {the availablé
space in the exidting grave-
yards is rapidly ranning out.
This is due mainly to two fac
tors — the growing pressure of
city population and the
predilection of people to re
serve grave space, If the pre-
sent trend continues, it is ap-
prehended that in the next
five vears, scarcity of space for
burial will figure as a critical
issue.

There are at present five
principal graveyards in the
city. They are located at Azi-
mpur, Mirpur, Banani, Jurain
and Uttara. There are also
some small graveyards al
Shahjahanpur and other areas.
From conecerned sources it is
learnt that at these graveyards,
a daily average of 83 dead bod-
ies brought by the relatives are

interred. Besides these, a large

number of unclaimed dead
bodies brought by Anjuman-e-
Mafidul Islam are buried at
these places. The available
space in these graveyards is

considered inadequate in view

of the growing requirement.

According to one source, in
the last ten yvears the popula-
tion of the city has inereased
to the extent of 20 lakh. With
such rapid increase in popula-
tion, the death rate has also
increased. But, besides the
small graveyard at Uttara,
there has been no increase in
the number of graveyards in
the city. Practically there has
been also no extension in the
existing graveyards. In these
circumstances, on account of
the rise in death rate in the
city, the available space in the
existing graveyards has come
under extreme pressure. In
this context, according to the
Mayor of the City Corporation,
the city will face critical situa-
tion in the next five years if no
new graveyard is - opened or
Lhe exisling ones are ex-

tended.

In each of the graveyards.
there is preovision for reserva-
tion of space for burial on
payment of cost for each plot

of land. The cost varies in each

graveyard for current burial

fixed a
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and for reservation of plot for

future burial. Such cosls are

not uniform for all the grave
yarcls.
On account of land problem

in the existing graveyvards. the
system of reservation of space
has been discontinued in the
Azimpur graveyvard with rare
exceptions:. In the newly
opened gravevard at Uttara
there I8 no provision for reser
vation of grave space. In the
Banani graveyard, the charge
for reservation of space has
been doubled. Till October last
year, the charge lor current
reservation was Tk 40 thou
sand. Now this has been raised
lo Tk 60 thousand and the
charge for advance reservation
has been raised to Tk 1 lakh
20 thousand from the previous
rate of Tk 60 thousand. In the
Mirpur and Jurain graveyards,
the charge for current reserva-
tion and advance reservation is

Tk 25 thousand and
Tk 35 thousand respectively.

Even though the City
Corporation attempts to dis-
courage reservation of grave
space. it has little effect as cit-
izens prefer to reserve grave
space for their parents, and
near and dear ones. Thus the
system of reservatign of grave
space is on the rise.

In each graveyard, there is a
separate general area which is
earmarked for burial free of
cost. In this general area,
graves are dug up one year
after burial to make room for
further burials. Although pits
in the general area are avail-
able free, burial in that area in-
volves a good amount of ex-
penditure for the relatives of
the less privileged. This is due
to the rising prices of burial
materials. To relieve it some-
what, it is felt by observers
that the concerned authority
can write off the registration
fee charged at the gates of
graveyards and there should be
a strict control on the prices
charged for a shroud and re-
quired bamboo frame. It is ap-
prehended in some quarters
that if the present trend in
rise in prices continues, the
poor would be reduced to seri-

(zarments sector
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and all factorv owners were in-
formed accordingly. At that
stage. some inlernational and
non- ment organisations
like UNICEF, ILO, GSS and
UCEP suggested that the
BGMEA should not eliminate
the remaining child labour at a
time within the stipulated
“dale. Acting upon their re-
quest, the BGMEA changed its
decision through a news re-
lease and accepted the phased
elimination of child labour.
The aforesaid organisations
were also assured that no fur-
ther employment of child
labour would be made.

The US Ambassador to
Bangladesh David N Merrill or-
ganised a number of meetings
with the ILO, UNICEF and
BGMEA to set up schools to
extend educational facilities to
the working children in the
garments sector for phased
elimination of child labour.
The BGMEA, as part of its
commitment, set up three
schools, one at their own cost
and two under BGMEA-ILO
collaboration.

The President of BGMEA
said that after long-drawn out
negotiations with the US
Ambassador in Bangladesh and
US officials, along with repre-

- sentatives of international or-
ganisations and NGOs, a mem-

Armed men torch
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cartridges. None was, however.

arrested.

Fire Brigade personnel from
Natore, Rajshahi and Ishwardi
rushed to and Go-
saipur and brought the fire un-
der control after two hours.

The incident is reported to
be a sequel to another incident
in which a BNP leader of
Lalpur thana was beaten up by

‘the activists of Awami League.

Awami League leaders
‘blamed BNP for today's inci-
dent. -

When contacted, Deputy
Commissioner of Natore Azir
Uddin confirmed the incident
and said adequate police force
was seni to the spot to avert
fresh vielence.

Dialogue

- From Page 1

damentalist forces created a

_reign of terror in Sylhet and
are trying to confuse people in
the name of religion."

. These evil forces also at-
tacked the Awami

~workers and damaged their

property, Zillur said and urged

the people to resist them unit-
. edly.

The Awami League leader

also condemned the govern-

ment's silence in taking getion
against the anti-liberation ter-

rorists,

League

orandum of understanding has
been drafted. The MOU con-
tains comprehensive provi-
sions for survey, education and
monitoring programmes for
elimination of child labour in
Bangladesh.

The BGMEA chief said that
the draft will be circulated
among the general members of
the association for final con-
sideration in the next extra-
ordinary general meeting,
scheduled to be held on May
18.

‘While the finalisation of the
draft was underway in consul-
tation with the US Ambassador
and all others concerned. it
was categorically assured by
the US Ambassador that no
negative campaign would start
in the USA against sales of
Bangladeshi garments until the
EGM is over.," the press re-
lease noted.

Pointing out that all exports
to the US carry "Child Labour
Free certificates” because not a
single piece of garment ex-
ported to the US is a product
of child labour, the President
of the BGMEA requested that
the Child Labour Coalition of
the US should refrain from any

negative propaganda.
Mother Teresa
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ary whoe was known as Gonaska
Bijakishiu before entering the
service as a sister in 1928 at
the age of 18.

She called for taking proper
care of children and not to de-
stroy embryo through abortion.
"Children are innocent and
saintly. Do not kill or spoil
them.”

"Give me the child you can-
not afford, I will bring (them)
up.” she said.

Mother Teresa disclosed
that she would establish an
AIDS centre in Calcutta to
avert possible spread of the
deadly disease in this densely-
populated region.

Hasina visits
~ Gopalgan) fire
affected area

From Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ Apr 21: Awami
League President Sheikh
Hasina visited five affected ar-
eas at Monahari Patty in the
town this afternoon on foot

and meet
membeérs.

Kazi Abdur Rashid. former

MP, Meohammad Ali Khan,
president, district Awami Lea-
gue, Hasmat Ali Khan Chunnu,
Chairman., Gopalganj pouras-
hava, Mahabub Ali Khan and
Noor-e-Zaman Razu accom-
panied her.

“Property worth about Tk
one crore gutted and 12 per-

sons were injured in fire onr

April 16

affected family

ot much space for eternal rest

ous straits to have a relative
buried.
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Manhole covers

The city life is faced with a
danger of unusual nature,
namely missing manhole cov
ers. In the city there is per-
haps no area where manhele
covers have not been stolen. I
is estimated that 1000 man
hole covers are stolen every
year from the streets and
lanes, causing an estimated
loss of Tk one million to the
Dhaka WASA and the Dhaka
City Corporation. These cover-
less manholes are each a po-
tential death trap or a dire
threat to thousands of road
users, if not death, at least of
serious injury. It is learnt that
in the last couple of months,
several people including two
children died falling into the
open manholes,

The way manhole cover
Lhefts has increased all over

the cily seems Lo indicate that
there mav be organised gangs

operating in the matter. There
is therefore an urgent need Lo
institute a probe in order Lo
take effective steps to halt the
operations of these organised
Eroups.

A question may arise
whether it is beyond available
technology to develop a pilfer-
proof manhole cover. As cast
iron cover as presently used
encourages thefts, can't we
experiment with some sort of
concrete blocks in their place?
If the investigating agencies
are more active, it is not per-
haps impossible to track down
the unscrupulous foundry own-
ers who deal in such stolen
manhole covers.

Sources close to Dhaka
WASA and Dhaka City
Corporation say that round the
clock guarding the manholes is
not practicable and as such
public awareness was cited as
the only insurance against the
thefts. In the opinion of keen
observers, this attitude betrays
lack of due seriousness on the
part of the relevant quarters.
Rather it betrays the mind of
the concerned agencies (rying
to pass the buck.

| Businessmen's

conference in
Rajshahi today

RAJSHAHI, Apr 21: A con-

ference of traders and indus-

trialists of Rajshahi division
will be held at the local sta-
dium tomorrow, reports BSS.
Organised by the Federation
of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry

[FBCCI). the conference, first
of its kind, will discuss various
problems faced by the traders
and industrialists of the coun-

iry, particularly in the north-
ern region.

Salman F Rahman, Presi-
dent, FBCCI, will attend the
function as chief guest. Be-
sides, several chamber leaders
will also address the confer-
ence.

Meanwhile, a press confer-
ence was held at the Rajshahi
Chamber Bhaban today with
chamber president Moham-
mad Ali Sarkar in the chair.

Tea production
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tea producing company, which
has 20 gardens, said that all
thuse gardens were affected by
the drought. "Initially my com-
pany estimated the crop-loss
at 12 per cenl. but now it ap-
pears that it may go higher by
the end of the season," he said.

Bangladesh has set a tea
production target of 54 million
kg for 1995, most of which
earmarked for exports, offi-
cials said.

Last yvear, Bangladesh pro-
duced 52 million kg of tea, an
increase of two million kg,
compared with that of previous
years. Since 1990, annual Llea
production crossed 45 million
kg and has been maintaining
an upward trend, official re-
ports said.

Bangladesh tea faced this

.blow of drought at the time

when steps were taken to raise
yields to minimise cost of pro-
duction, officials pointed out.

Average per hectare yield of
tea reached a record of 1057
kg in 1993, up from 844 kg in
1989, official reports said. The
country exported 23.73 mil-
lion kg of tea from July to
March of 94-95 fiscal as
against 23.48 million kg dur-
ing the same period in 93-94
fiscal, the report added.

But due to downward trend
in price, the against
tea export from July te March
of 94-95 fell to Taka 109 crore
from Taka 130 crore during

the corresponding period of
93-94 fiscal, reports said.

Export price of tea in cur-
rent fiscal fell to Taka 46 from
Taka 55 per kg in the previous

year.
Bangladesh exports tea to
25 countries. The per capita

consumption in the country is
200 gram.
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addressing
Rajshahi City Cerporation at her Hare Road Office in Dhaka yesterday.
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Waste disposal project for
hospitals being worked out

—— —

By Reaz Ahmad

The Direciorate of Health
and the World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) are jaintly work-
ing out an integrated waste
disposal management project
lo ensure a hygienic condition
in hospitals.

Sources in the Directorate
told The Daily Star that ex-
perts in the local WHO office
were now analysing the dala
collected from a random sur-
vey, styled 'Hospitals' Wasle
Disposal’, conductied recently.

The survey was aimed at
gathering information about
the methods and management
of waste disposal in different
hospitals. Twenty hospitals in
the city and adjoining areas
and a few randomly selectled
hospitals in the country came
under the survey.

Te conduct the survey,
vopies ol a guestionnaire were
st 1o the hospitals and the

auswers were cownpiled at the

....

Health Directorate,

However, a high official of
the Health Directorate, pre-
ferring anonymity, said that a
few of the hospitals concerned
were yel Lo come up with in-
formation about their waste
disposal methods.

The bulk of the information
about the procedures of waste
disposal, already gathered, was

handed over to the WHO for '

early analysis, the official said.

Alter studying all the cases,
an integrated waste disposal
sysiem will be recommended
Once the recommendation is
approved, a project with WHO
[lunding will be launched. the
source further said.

Against Lhe backdrop ol
frequent ullegations from pa-
tients about unhealthy gondi-
tions in hospitals. the survey

was conducted with fund pro-
vided by the WHO

o
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adv Diana makes a funny face after Hong Kong Governor

Chris Patten (L) shows her the direction of the press group
covering her arrival in Hong Kong on a three-day visit

vesterday.

—AFP photo

the Mayor and Ward Commissioners of

~—PID photo
Khaleda
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lopment of the country and for
addressing the problems of
common man. [t has alse en-
sured a balanced development
throughout the country, she
Sanhc] .

The RCC representatives
sought the Prime Minister's
intervention in resolving the
problems of the Rajshahi city,
including the electricity prob-
lem.

Begum Zia told them that
the government had signed
agreements with some foreign
firms for power generation in
the private sector. She hoped
that more foreign institutions
would come forward to this
regard.

Oklahoma
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rescuers looking for survivors
found another dozen corpses
inside before they stopped
counting.

Officials said earlier that 36
people were confirmed dead.
including 12 children.

The toll of 52 would make
it the deadliest bomb attack on
US soil, surpassing an incident
in 1927 when a man blew up a
school and killed 38 children
andd seven adults.

Reuter reports from Wash-
ington, the US government on
Thursday offered a 2 million
dollars reward for information
leading to the arrest and cou-
viction of those responsible for
the bombing, US Attorney
General Janet Reno said at a
news conference,

She said the reward offer
was being circulated world-
wide along with composite
sketches of two suspects, both
white males, released by Lhe
Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) a short time earlier.

"The men are considered
armed and dangerous and citi-
zens should not attempt to
take action against them but
call the FBI." Reno said. She
added that the Bureau was in
contact with law enforcement
agencies abroad as well as
around the United States and
added: "We are going to pursue
every lead.”

She, however, refused to
comment on whether authori-
ties suspected the bombers to
be foreigners or Americans,
and offered no specific infor-
mation on the two suspects
whose sketches had been de-
veloped by FBI artists.
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CAIRO. Apr 21: Libyan leader Moammar Gaddafi has urged
iraq to follow his example and violate UN sanctions by flying
its citizens to Saudi Arabia for the Muslim pilgrimage to
Makka The Libyan leader made the statement in a speech at
Ghadames, a town on the border with Algeria. when he
returned from a visit to the neighbouring country Thursday
might. Libya's official JANA news agency reported Friday. says

AP

Nine killed, 35 injured
in road accidents

Nine people were killed
anel 35 others injured in sepa-
rate road accidents in five dis-
Iricts yesterday. reports UNB.

At least (wo people wege
killed and 25 others were in-
jured when a bus fell into a
readside ditch near
on the Dhaka-Narshingdi road
yesterday. police sources said.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Mohidul. 26. and Alam.
22. !

The bus turned turtled and
fell into the roadside ditch
when a truck hil the bus near
Bolta under Rupganj thana at 7
aum.

in Sherpur, three peopie
were killed in two read acci-
dents al Satmary in Sadar
thana on Nakhla-Sherpur road

amnd Tetultala in Sadar thana

vesterday

Share price
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The Shine Pukur Heolding
sold over 60 thousand shares
during the two weeks. Its
shares with a face value of Tk
100 each were being sold at
Tk 101.51 Thursday. Two
weeks ago these were sold at
Tk 105.79 each.

Other volume leaders of the
lwo weeks included Bengal
Foods which sold 39295
shares Monday last.

Market operators said that
until ‘real big players' operated
in the DSE and new issues
were released, the market
would continue to be some-
what stagnamt.

Libyan flight
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State Deparument officials
in Washingion said the United
States would ask Saudi Arabia
to explain why it allowed the
plane to land at Jeddah and re-
turn to Tripoli on Thursday
instead of impounding the air-
craft.

However, western diplo-
mats said the violation placed
Washington in a different po-
sition, torn between its resolve
to maintain a tough line against
Tripoli and its desire to keep
ties with key ally Riyadh on a
secure footing.

Gaddafi, who has thanked
King Fahd for allowing the
Libyan plane to land, spoke by
telephone with Egyptian Pres-

' ident Hosni Mubarak after re-

turning from a visit to Algeria,
Lhe official Libyan news agency
Jana said today.

It gave no details of their
discussion, following the
Libyan flight which passed
through Egyptian airspace on
its way to Jeddah.

The first two Egyptian
planes carrying Libyan pil-

| grims, under a temporary ex-

emption to the embargo
granted by the UN sanctions
commiltee, arrived in Jeddah

overnight Thursday-Friday.

r

Witnesses sald Maleg. 40. ol
Kashba in Sadar thana and
Durlal, 30 ol Jamalpur district
died on the spot when a truck
hit their motor cycle from be-
hind vesterday afternoon.

Another victim Majibur
Rahman, 45, of village Kaida in
Nakla thanma died when a
Sherpur bound truck hit him
at around 9 am.

In Serajganj. a middle-aged
man was run over by a truck at
Sholomile on Bogra-Nagarbari
highway vesterday afternoon.

Wiitnesses said Lhe victim,

Sadek Ali. 47, of village
Bhuvyvagati In j thana,
died on the s when the

Bogra-bound truck crushed
him at about 4 pm.

Our Sylhet correspondent
says: Two persons were killed
and ten others injured in a
road accident at Shonashar on
Sylhet-Jakiganj road this
morning.

Rokeya Begum, 30, of vil-
lage Sobhanpur and Rabeya
Begum, 10, died on the spot
when a minibus collided with a

tempo.
BSS adds: One rickshaw-
puller was killed when a

speeding truck hit his rick-
shaw from behind at Alakiar
Bazar. near Karnaphuli bridge
on Chittagong-('ox's Bazar road
yesierday.

Iran vows
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age despile resiriclions by
Saudi Arabia, and news of it
reached 1he oulside world.

“This vear oo, this cere-
mony will Lake place in any
way possible.” lran radio, mon-
itored by the British Broadca-
sling Corporation (BBC),
(quoted him as saying.

Saudi Arabia on Thursday
repeated its warning to pil-
grims not to carry banned po-
litical books, distribute leaflets
or stage rallies during the Haij.
attended by more than (wo
millionn Muslims frem around

the worlkd.
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terday morning,

The injured were sent to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) where Mo-
hammad Alam, 22, and Mo-
hammad Shahidul, 26, were
declared dead by the attending
doctors.

The infured admitted 1o the
DMCH are Saleh Mohammad,
Nazrul, Shafikul, Sharbesh,
Abdul Ahad. Jahanara. Mor-
gina, Anwara, Laylee, Sufia,
Sahana, Hajera, Nargis, Saleha,
Rekha. Lipi, Sajeda. Jharnar-
ani. Jahanara and another who

could not be immediately
identified.

In another incident, a stu-
dent of Nawabganj Adarsa
Madrasah drowned in a canal
at Kamrangirchar while going
for bath vesterday at about 1
pm. The victim identilied as
Mohammad Abu Shahin, 8, was
son of one Araj Ali Bepary.

A_40-year-old Mohammad
Abdur Rahim was electrocuted
while making a house at Pu-
rana Palton yesterday after-
NOoN.

A pedestrian was ran over

by a speeding truck at Tejgaon

area in
afternoon.
The victim Shahinoor, 7.
son of one Idris Ali died after
admission to the DMCH.
A signal man of the

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR] re-

commmitted suicide at

the ecity Thursday

Pilkhana in the city Thursday
night.
The signal man Dharen-

dranath Paul, 30, son of San
tosh Paul killed himself by
hanging with a rope at the ser-
vants' quarter of Major
Moshiur Rahman's residence.
Paul was an employee at the
Signal Training Schoo]l at
Pilkhana Police recoverer his

"Six die in incidents

body and sent to the DMCH
morgue for autopsy.

A student of Class Three of
the CNB Primary School was
injured when two groups of
musclemen clashed at Dho-
laipar in the city vyesterday
afternoon.

The victim Monir, 10, was
admitted to the DMCH with
bullet injuries in hid throat.

In another incident. one
Iskander, 24, received hand
bomb injuries at Moghbazar
while he was crossing the road
at about 12:30 pm yesterday.

Iskander was admitted to

the DMCH.

Tamils kill 5
policemen

COLOMBO, Apr 21: Tamil
rebels killed five policemen as
the navy destroyed two rebel
boats and shelled their bases
in the first nffrns.hrt since
guerillas broke off peace Lalks
two days ago, officials said to-
day, reports AP.

At least 23 people have
been killed in the resumed
hostility, officials said.

Queen Aishwarya's
heel fractured

KATHMANDU, Apr 21:
Queen Aishwarya of Nepal frac-
tured her heel after a fall this
morning at the royal family's
private resort at Narayanghat,
south of here. a hospital source
said, reports AFP.

She was flown back to
Kathmandu and admitted to
the Birendra Military Hospital
around 2:30 pm (local time).

No further details were
available on her condition
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