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ANNOUNCENMENT

'Save Dhaka'
Campaign

The Daily Star will launch
a 'Save Dhaka Campaign’ be-

ginning April 23, as part of
our Agenda '95. The cam-

paign will focus on different
aspects of the capital which

is seized with numerous

problems qffecting civic life.
Among the broad themes

to be covered are problems qf
Urbanisation and Housing.

Tﬂtnrﬁn on different
aspects will be printed on
Sundays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Our aim would be
to highlight some aof the

problems faced by the city
dwellers. On the days in be-
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Democracy, Good
Governance and
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NEWS BRIEFS
mwester hits

Barisal
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Apr 20: A nor
‘wester that hit

houses were razed
nd

Oklahoma blast:

Hasina shocked

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina expressed deep shock
over the loss of life and prop-
erty im the car bomb explosion
in the American city of Okla-
am
deeply concerned at the casu-

homa on Wednesday. I

alties in this deadly explo-

sion.” she said in a message serve ‘he pogr, the unloved

serl to US President Bill Clin-
ton. reports LUUNB

Sadar and
Hizla thana areas this evening
damaged crops. and uprooted
trees. Three hundred thatched
to the
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Salam Talukder tells The Daily Star

Ruling party Secretary Ge-
neral Abdus Salam Talukder
sald yesterday that general
elections would be held in the
coming winter.

"November-December is
the appropriate time for hold-
ing Lhe elections and we are
getting ready for that,” the
BNP leader told The Daily Star
in an exclusive interview.

Salam Talukder hoped that
all political pgsties would par-
Licipate in the coming elec-
tions since "We expect to
reach a consensus with the ag-
itating opposition parties.”

Asked about the way to
reach a negotiated settlement,
he said "everything is possible
through dialogue.” He, how-
ever, did not elaborate.

Talukder also said
election campaign has already

been started informally and’

development works carried
out by Begum Zia's government
would be the main campaign
issue of the BNP.

The BNP Secretary General

that

By Asiuzzaman

and LGRD Minister said he
would contact his Awami Lea-
gue counterpart, Zillur Rah-
man, for a dialogue within the
next few days.

The interview was taken on
his way to Kaliakoir where he

laid the foundation stone of the

second bridge over the river
Turag at Chhabagan point,
some 40 km from the capital.
Later. he addressed a big pub-
lic meeting at the Kazi Saidul
Alai School ground.

Salam Talukdar said he had

started 1rving to contact his Al
counlerparli over phone since
April 15 and finally got him on
the 17th. "I told him that we
should get rid of the present
political situation for the sake
of the country and the people.”
Talukdar said. adding. "he
agreed with me but said [ will
let you know after consultation
with our party chief.”

The ruling party leader said
"His welephonic call was a fol-
low up ol the repeated offers
made by BNP Chairperson

Elections next winter

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia for a dialogue.”

"When we waited for their
response Lthey alleged we did
not follow up the Prime Minis-
ter's offer. made in Parliament,
and when we contact thein
they misinterpret it.” he said.

Talukdar said the Prime
Minister mentioned his tele-
phonic contact with Zillur
Rahman as a reference to our
latest move for a negotiated
selllement.

He regretted the press
statemen! the AL General Sec-
retary issued Wednesday in re-
sponse of the PM's speech in
Chittagong.

Later. al the public meet-
ing. Salam Talukdar accused
the opposition parties of creat-
ing anarchy in the name of agi-
lation for a carelaker govern-
ment.

lle said the government of
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
was not a ‘caretaker govern-

ment. rather. it was a consti-
See Page 8 Col 7

AL ready for peaceful
dialogue: Hasina

Awann League  president
Sheikh Hasina vesterday said
her party is ready 1o “search
for a peacelul and negotiated
solution” to the current politi-
cal impasse, reports UNB.

But she made it clear that
she would not be a party to any
plan in which the democratic
rights ol the people will not be
supreme. “That is a pledge |

am determined to uphold.”-

Hasina told foreign diplomats
at a luncheon hosted by Italian
Ambassador Claudio Pacifico on
behalfl of the European Union
al his residence.

About the Primne Mijnister's
offer for r.‘lia]ngur with her,
Hasfna saitd,_"She should speak

to me il -ﬂﬂr fell T{ was neces-

sary.” Although the Prime
Minister admitted that a crisis
is prevailing. “Until today she
(FM) has not found it neces-

i she told the function,

Tl

Fetst=

tlunt is where the mat-
ter .ot there e no
mistake onn ths poant. the ball
is in her court.” Hasina said.

Oun the proposed caretaker
government. the Awami League
Chicl wold the envoys from Eu-
ropeant countries that all the
opposiltion parties were con-
vinced that "This government
cannot be trusted to hold a [air
tlection ... 50, our movement
for a neutral government dur-
ing the election period will
continue until our goal is at-
lained.”

Hasina gave a resume on
events and developments in
politics since Prime Minister
Begum Zia togk ovet in 1991
against the backdroup ol anu-
autocracy movement.

She said the oppesition had
cooperatcvt wilhh the govern-

ment ﬁelhl Bad'lianmntarv

Steps taken to
strengthen
economy : PM

RAJSHAHI. Apr 20: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

Jdoday said her government has

taken all measures for streng-
thening the economy to con-
solidate 1the nation's political
independence, reports UNB.
"We have 1o discharge our
duties properly from onar re-

spective positions to protect
and consolidate the hard-
earned independence and
sovereignty.” she said at a
"Darbar” of three Army corps.
The function marked the
second reunion of Army Medi-
cal Corps (AMC), Army Dental
Corps (ADC) and Armed Forces
Nursing Service (AFNS) at the

AMC Centre and Records in
Rajshahi cantonment this
morning

The Prime Minister said
Lthe economic condition ol ru-
ral people has improved, per

See 'age 8 Col 4
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A t{-.;uhu lhpl.unu 1o student how to hll the Lumpuhn-u 'd answer =cript form on the first day of lhln year s SSC
examinations at a c¢ity school vesterday.

Many sit without admit cards: 580 expelled

Cocktail attack, arson mark

first day of SSC exams

At least 580 siudents were
expelled for cheating, some
cou Klails exploded near a few
txamination centres while an-
gry students even set fire 1o at
least one centre on the first
dav of the Secondary School
Certificale (SSC) examinations
throughout the country yester-
dav. according to reports avail-

dmﬁ RV €I e examinations

were, by and large. held peace-
fully. The untoward incidents
happened in Comilla district
Aiid in Sreepur under Gazipur
distriet. Hartal calls by agitat-
m'ﬁ’ W ivherifs who' tign get
their admnit cards in Barisal,
Bhola and Jessore were ig-
nored.

In some centres. a number
ol siudents sat for the exami-

By Staff Correspondent

nalions without any admit
card.

Over 7.50 lakh students are
appearing in the examinations
under Dhaka. Comilla, Rajshahi
and Jessore Boards. There are

some 754 centres including

ﬂvelﬁhﬁﬁﬂkﬂ Board. 111 siu-

dents were expelled for adopt-
ing unfair means. Of them, 6
are from Narsingdi district, 3
each from Munshigan] and
Gazipur. 10 from Manikganj,
11 from Tangail. 3 from
Faridpur, 4 from Madaripur, 2
from Shariatpur 3 frem
Rajbari. 21 from Mymensingh,
5 from Jamalpur, 13 from
Kishoreganj. 9 from Netrokomna
and 18 [rom Sherpur.

Some students, who failed
lo appear al the examinations

for not getting admit cards, set
fire to the Bairagirchala centre
in Sreepur. Examinations.
however, were held peacefully.

More than 200 studenits
were expelled from the cen-
tres under Comilla Board. Of
them, 141 are [rom Chitlagong
district, 19 [romn Cox's Bazar,
39 from Comilla, 9 from
Laxmipur, 5 tronn Habiganj, 5

Fn[)"" Khagrachliari ard one
n;:amati

Our Comilla Correspondent
says, angry students charged
cocktails at the Talagram High
School centre in Barura thana
as  soime T4 M"2yident s
Barahatoa High School were
not allowed 1o siv for the
examinations due 10 their

faulty regisiration.
See Page B Col 6

Donors' political motive also to

blame for aid fatlgue Saifur

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday cautioned
that any cut in aid flow from
Lhe affluent societies to devel-
oping countries would be ‘a
serious blow to their growth”,
reports UNB.

At a high-profile seminar in
the UK. he said most develop-
ing countries still required ex-
ternal resources for minimum
physical and social infrastruc-
Lture and basic healthcare [acil
ities

To contain population
growth and provide minimum
healthcare facilities, expendi-
lures on health alone in devel:
oping countries require to be
raised by four times.” Rahman
saicl

lir charged the donors with
usiig aid as a weapon for pro-
their political and
vimnmercial interests

Tied aid he pointed out,

L constitutes about two-thirds of

assistance that
recipients 1o buy

all bilateral
lorces (he

gonwls and services lroim «onor
Counitrres dl 4 non-competitive
price.

The finance minister was
delivering the key-note speech
on "Democracy, Good Gover-
nance and Development in the
Post-Cold War Era” at Lthe sem-
Inar at Overseas Development
Institute in London yesterday
dallernoon

e lhnlr"apei

A selected audience includ-
ing intellectuals and scholars
of the UK and other Western
countries, attended the semi
nar. according to a message
received in Dhaka.

Rahman said disparity be-
tween the rich and the poor in
the post-cold war world con-
tinued to widen threatening
the society with outburst of ex-
tremism deadlier than that of
the Cold War era.

Rahman cited rate of unem-

ployment in developing co-
unitries like Bangladesh (37

cent) lar exceeds the
{"‘ﬂldhltuphlf heights of 18
per cent joblessness in the
USA during the great depres-
sIon.

He criticised the developed
countries for continuously
denying technology for raising
productivity to the poorer
countries which has been the
root of disparity between the
North and the South

"The widening gap between
these societies (affluent and
poor] was not produced alone
by economic exploitation of
imperial powers. The disequi-
librium of underdevelopment

arose mainly lrom 1he incom-
plete transfer of technology of
the North to South', he said

Rahman, while recognising
that ineflicient use of aid con-
tributed to the current "aid fa-
tgue” in the affluent societies,
said donors' political motive is
also to blame for reducing the
efficacy of aid.

See Page 8 Col 8

Mother repeats message of love

The visiting Nobel laureate
Mother Teresa has appealed o
the people o maintain family
Givd social ties and love each
viher because “love is Lhe most
beautiful gift of God who loves
all ol us’

We ve been created Lo live

Vivgether and love each other

Wove begins at home. There-
fore. love your own people firsi
and then love your next-door
neighbours,” she told a
receplion accorded o her by
the Rotary Club al Sonargaon
Hotel in the cily veslerday
evening

Spraking uvn the role of her
Calcutia-based Missionanes ol
Charity. the B85-year-old
Albaniaii-born nun said. all of
us must bring the presence of
God into Lhe [amilies for peace
and joy in a world now beset
with poverty. misery and ha-
tred

Moilwr Teresa. who is in
Bangladesh on a five-day vieit.
also narrated her experiences
in wserving the suffering
hununity. She appealed 10 the
peopie 1o fight peverty an
and

_mr uncared for in the

By Staff Correspondent

SO

Addddressing the huw lion as
¢« tined Depuiiy Leader of
BRE 1§ Frek A Q M

L=

Mother Teresa

Badruddoszas Chowdhury highly

praised Molher Teresa for her

service 1w Lhe down-trodden.
Serving mankind, the

greatest creation ol Allah, is
also a teaching of the Holy
(Quran. he pointed out

Prof Chowdhury described
Mother Teresa as a symbol of
hope for the suffering human-
iny

Earlier the Nobel laureate,
who was honoured with bou
guets. distributed certilicates
among the Rotary Club units
and individual Rotarians for
their oulstanding social ser
viees

Four girl siudents ol Lhe
Bangladesh International
Tutorial of Gulshan Avenue
presented a scrapbook to
Mother Teresa. The scrapbook
is a research work on Mother
Teresa

The reception was also ad
dressed by HKotary Interna
lional District 3280 Bangla
desh Governor M Mosharrafl
Hossain and programme coor-
dinator M Ali Mahbub Minis
ters diplomats and other dis
tinguished persons attended
the function

UNB adds Mother Teresa
vesterday inaugurated a

See Page 8 Col 3

Workers assault
garments

factory owner

Agitated workers of a gar-
ments factory yesterday dra-
gged out and paraded its
owrier in the city streets, gar-
landing him with a wreath of
shoes, witnesses said, reports
UNB.

The outrageous "punish-
ment” was prompted by the
reported failure of the mana-
gement of Flint Garments,
located at Shantinagar, to pay
its 450 workers for the last six
inonths.

After repeated appeals
wenl unheeded. the workers
resorted to such action, said
one worker

"We were forced to work
for 12 to 14 hours a day, which
we accepted because we have
no alternative. But even then,
we were not getting our dues
for the last six months,” he
said without giving his name.

The Managing Director and
General Manager of the factory
were marched to the Press
Club in the afternoon by the

See Page 8 Col |

S Arabia repeats
warning to
pilgrims

DUBAI. Apr 20: Saudi Ara-
bia repeated its warning today
lo pilgrims not to carry banned
political books, distribute
leaflets or stage rallies during
the Hajj. the official Saudi
news agency SPA reported,
says Reuter.

The pilgrimage ministry
said in a statement that Mus-
lims will be banned from
carrying out political activities.
including holding seminars
and rallies. SPA reported.

Saudi Arabia, which hosts
more than two million pil-
grims a year. issues the same
warming before each Hajj. It is-
sued a similar message earlier
this month.

The latest message comes
after Libya began sending
planeloads of pilgrnims to Saudi
Arabia, including at least one
flight that diplomats said vio-
lated UN sanctions by using a
Libyan plane to fly to the Saudi
airport in Jeddah.

Libya is barred from inter-
national flights under UN sanc-
lions imposed for its refusal to
hand over two suspects wanted
in the West in connection with
Lthe Lockerbie plane bombing

See Page 8 Col 2

PM leaves for Pakistan Monday

2 trade, iInvestment |
accords likely

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh and Pakistan are
expected to sign two bilateral
agreements for boosting trade
and investment during the
forthcoming official visit of
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia to Islamabad.

One of the agreements will
be on promotion of investiment
while the other will be related
to agricultural cooperation.
sources indicated vesterday

Bolth the agreements are
expecied to be signed under
the auspices of the Joint Eco-
nomic Commission (JEC) of
the two countries. The last
meeting of the JEC was held in
July, 1993.

Begum Zia goes to Pakistan
on April 24 on a two-day visit
as the SAARC Chairperson.

Pakistan will be the last
SAARC country to be visited by
Begum Zia before the SAARC

summit with the exception of
India where she made an offi-
cial trip in May, 1992.

During her trip to Pakistan,
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
and Begum Zia will hold official
talks on bilateral, regional and
international issues of common
COIMNCerTT.

The two leaders are also
expected to discuss the pro-
gress of the decade old re-
gional body. Although Pakistan
has hinted that President Fa-
rooq Ahmed Leghari would be
representing Islamabad at the
SAARC summit, Begum Zia is
likely to request Benazir
Bhutto to attend the New Delhi
surmamit.

Begum Zia's entourage will
include Foreign Minister A S
M Mostafizur Rahman, Foreign
Secretary Farooq Sobhan and
other high officials.

Passport offices to be
set up in 3 dists

Star Report

he government plans to
sel up three more passport of-
lices in differert paris of the
country to meet the increasing
demands for passporis. sour
ces at the Passport and
Immigration Department said

The new offices are likely
to be opened in Jessore,
Faridpur and Noakhali, the so-
urces said.

With the new additions, the
total mmmber ol passport ofl-
Lces 111 the country will stand
at 12,

The demands for passports
are rising so rapidly that the
existing mine offices find it ex
Lremely difficull to cope with,
the sources pointed out

An olficial of the Passport
and Immigration Departimment
said its Dhaka office is the bus-
iest in the country. Initially,
the office was set up to issue
about 350 passports a day. Bul
more Lhan |.200 passporis are
issued [rom the office every
day. he added

Plans are also alL a very ad-
vanced stage to bulld new

premises for the Dhaka office
on . three-acre plot near the
Radio station in Agargaon in
the city. It was pointed out.

The official said that the
new premises will have all fa-
cilities for a modern office in-
cluding a bank. Moreover, it
will house all the sections of
the Passport and Immigration
Department

Al present the passport of-
fice is housed in a two-storied
building at New Eskaton Road.
which is grossly short of any
standard

The projected arrange-
ments in Jessore, Noakhali
and Faridpur. once imple-
mented. will help reduce

pressure on the capital's over-
crowded office

The department now
charges Tk 3.000 for issuance
of a passport in 72 hours
which is known as very ur-
gent: Tk 1.200 for ‘urgent
and it takes one month to is
sue and the ‘ordinary may
lake six months or more to be
issued for a charge of Tk RN,

of
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‘Car bomb rips

apart US Fed
bldg: 31 die

OKLAHOMA CITY (Oklaho-
ma). Apr . 20: The death toll
[ronn o powerful car bomb that
devastated a lederal gov-
ernment building here Wed-
nesday has risen o 31. with an
estimated 200 injured and 300.
missing. oflicials said reports
AFF.

The nine-storey building.
whieh was virtually sheared in
hall. housed a day-care centre
and al least 17 children were
among those reported dead.

Attorpey General Janet
Reno said that some 550 peo-
ple were assigned to the
downtown building and that
300 people were unaccounted
for. including 20 of the 40
children that were in the day-.
care centre.

Carl Spengler, one of the
first physicians to arrive at the

See Page 8 Col 7

SAARC leaders
may visit Simla
during summit
By Statt Correspondent

The official programme of
the next SAARC sununit in
New Delhi is likely 1o include a

visil Lo Sianla.
The retreat to Simla has

been planned lor May 3. the
second day ol the three-day
sumimil. a source said yester-

The leaders of the seven-
nation regional organisation
are likely to be flown to Simla
bv special aircraft on the
inorning of May 3. be back to
New Delhi in the evening.

Simla. which had served as
the summer capital ol British

See Page 8 Col 4
ADB to finance
rural power
project

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) has agreed to fi-

nance ‘rural electrification
project” in Bangladesh. repori-
HSS.

Total investment in the

project has been estimated to
be 91.9 million dollars (aboult
Taka 367.60 crore). ADB will
provide 70 per cenl of the to-
tal and the rest will be pro-
vided by Bangladesh.

Recently Bangladesh gov-
ernment has undertaken a
number of reform measures in
the power sector and also re
casl its management and ad-
ministration. This has resulted
in altracling private en-
trepreneurs Lo invest in the
power sector and also en
thused development pariners

See Page 8 Col 2
3 held tor killing
Bangladeshi
in Kuwait

KUWAIT. Apr 20: Kuwaili
police arrested three men in
connection with the killing of
a Bangladeshi cashier in a rob

berv at a petrol station, a
newspaper reporied todav
says Reuter

Al-Qabas. a daily said Lhe

three were traced with the
help of a wilness who memo-
rised the licence plate of the
robbers’ vehicle.

The gunmen made off with
2.000 dinars |6,800 dollars)
lrom the station near Kuwait
border with Saudi Arabia on

| April 14



