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Iraqi MPs rﬂect UN proposal: i
parliamentarians joi their government on Tuesday in
rejecting a UN plan for Baghdad to sell limited amounts of oil
to meet urgent humanitarian needs, the Iraqi News Agency,
INA reported, Reuters says from Baghdad. .

Members of the Environment Committee al the national
assembly (parliament) have expressed their categorical rejec-
tion of the American UN resolution, INA said,

L] L el
Rafsant]am denies N-plans: i
President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani said yesterday that
Tehran had no plans to build atomic weapons, Reuter reports
from New Delhi.

Rafsanjani told a news conference in the Indian capital
that he expected Russia to provide a controversial nuclear re-
actor to Iran despite US objections.

Peres for more talks with Syria:

To break the deadlock in lsrael-Syria peace talks, the two
countries should discuss all aspects of an Israell withdrawal
froon the Golan Heights which it captured in 1967, until
security arrangements are worked out in talks between
military experts. :

8 die in Rwanda refugee camp:

Panic erupted at a Rwandan refugee camp on Tuesday when
soldiers tried to close it down. and eight people died, the
United Nations said. AP reports from United Nations.

As refugees in the center of the Kibeho camp fled their
huts and tents. government troops fired in the air and panic
ensued. UN spokesman Joe Sills said.

' . . “w .
New CIS army chief in Tajikistan:
General Valentin Bobryshev was named yesterday as head of
Commonwealth of Independent States forces in the turbulent
state of Tajikistan, Interfax news agency reported. AFP says
from Moscow.

Bobryshev replaced General Valeri Patrikeeva, whose man-
date had expired. -
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Cairo for terrorism on confce agenda:
Egypt wants to add terrorism to the agenda of an interna-
tional crime conference that will open later this month in
Cairo, AP reports from Cairo. .

interior Minister Hassan el-Alfy told reporters at a special
pre-conference seminar Tuesday that terrorism — whether
linked to religious or cult fanatics or political radicals — has
become an international threat that should be handled under
UN auspices.

Kurds for talks to end conflict: m.

Kurdish parllament in exile said on Tuesday it had held its
‘first sitting and appealed for political dialogue with Turkey Lo
end the Kurdish conflict, reports Reuter.

We think the only solution to the Kurdish problem is
through dialogue... we want to resolve this through demo-
cratic means, Zubeyir Aydar, head of the parliament’'s execu-
tive council told a news conference in Brussels.

We are not separatists. Our desire is to speak to the gov-
ernment in Ankara, he added.

Chechens kill 1,500 Russians: vo:

than 1.500 Russian servicemen have been killed in Chechnya
and Moscow puts rebel fighters' losses at up to 9.500. the
commander of Russia's campaign in the breakaway region said
yesterday. Reuter reports from Moscow.

General Anatoly Kulikov. the head of the joint army and in-
terior ministry operation. said 1,518 servicemen had been
killed since Moscow sent troops to end Chechnya's indepen-
dence drive on December 11
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2491 die of meningitis in Niger: .
epidemic of meningitis sweeping the West African state of
Niger has now killed 2.491 people but its spread seems (o be
slowing. the Health Ministry said on Tuesday. Reuter reports
from a Niamey. ;
The ministry said 26.736 cases had been reported. Last

week the death toll was 2,344, and the week before 1,965.

Bolivian labour leaders held: n.

Government declared a state of siege on Wed ¥y mornig
and arrested dozens ol labour leaders to try to end a six-week
teacher's strike marked by violent street confrontations, AP
reports from La Paz. '

. President Gonazalo Sanchez de Lozada's government is-
sued the declaration hours after elite police units raided the
headguarters of the Bolivian Workers Confederation and ar-
rested scores ol labour leaders. They were meeting to reject
an agreement with the government that would have ended
the sirike and pfolests.

Hamas, Arafat deadlocked

in reconciliation talks

GAZA CITY. Gaza Strip. Apr
19: Yasser Aralal and the Mus-
i militant group Hamas have
[ailed to settle their dispule.
with Arafat sticking to de-
mands that the group disarm
and accept the Israel-PLO ac-
cord. a Hamas spokesman said
Wednesday. reports AP
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About 100 suspected Is-
lamic militants remain in de-
tenitiont. down from 200 ar-
rested in a sweep alier back
i=back suicide bombings

carried out by Hamas and Is-*

lamic Jihad on April 9. Seven
israclis and an American were
killedi in the atiacks.

Abu Musameh sqaid the re
cenl neelings belween Hamas
Jind officials in Arafat's g
ernment were aimed al delus

ing tensions.

Our aim was Lo douse Lhe
fire first in order Lo prevent a
confrontation and then to talk
about the causes of this [ire.
Abu Musameh told the Assoct-
ated Press.

“Bul they (officials] wanted
10 subjugate us bj' pressuring
us io accept their accord with
israel amd give up our arms
he added. “We refuse to even
listen o such reguests.”

Abu Musameh said mem-
bers of Hamas military wing.
izzedine al-Qassam. need their

weapons because they feel
threatened.
“Israeli undercover unils

and collaborawors still rO@E i
the sireets ol Gaza. How cowuld
our military wing agree Lo
h.uwl over their arms?” said
Al Musammeh.

The militants oppose the

autonomy accord Aralat signed
with 1srael in Seplember
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Blasts _§ink

COLOMBO. Apr 19: Tamil
separatists lighting for a home-
land said they are pulling oul
of Lhe peace process com-
pletely. hours before explo-
sions sank two naval vessels in
northeastern Sri Lanka and
killed 16 people on Wednes-
day, reports AP.

But after a meeting with
her cabinet ministers and mili-
tary officials, President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga appeared
determiined  to pursue talks
with the guerillas to end the
11 vear war that has left
34,000 people dead. a gov-
erninient spokesman said.

* “You have failed to fulfill the
stipulated demands by’ April
19. So. as we informed earlier,
we are withdrawing from the
peace process and the cessa-
tion of hostilities agreement.”
said rebel commander

‘ sl

Velupillai Prabhakaran in a let-
ter to Ms Kumaralunga.

The letter was published in
Tail language newspapers in
the rebel-held areas in the
north.

Civilians reached by tele-
phone in the northern city of
Jaffna quoted Prabhakaran as
saying: "We are compelled to
take this painful decision since
we have no other alternative.”

Twelve sailors and four
rebels — including two women
— were killed when explosions
believed to be caused by un-
derwater mines ripped apart
the vessels at anchor in the
northeastern port of Trinco-
malee.

The explosions occurred
shortly after midnight. at the
expiry of a deadline the rebels
for the government to

International ==
2 navy ships, 16 killed -

LTTE calls off peace talks |

meet Ltheir demands.

Two other gunboats were
slightly damaged and at least
22 others were injured in the
attack at the port, 230 kilome-
ires (160 miles) northeast of
the capital, Colombeo.

"The military chiefs sup-
ported the President on her
decision,” the spokesman said.
The government is expected
to issue a statermnent’ later.

"Four bodies believed to be
those of Tigers have been re-

covered ffom the wreckage.”
gaidd Cmdr Terrence 5Sun-
daram, the navy spokesman. .

Other nilitary officials said
the discovery of the rebel bod-
ies indicated that the rebels
may have carried out the at-
Lack. '

Initial reports indicated the
simultaneous explosions came
from underwater mines. Rear

Ene iBaily Soar 5

Adm. Cecil Tissera. the naval
chief of staff, said in an inter-
view,

The wvessels which were
sank while at' anchor. were
identified as the 40-metre
Chinese made SLNS Sooraya
and the SLNS Ranasuru, he
said. . . !

After a fourth round of
peace talks with the rebels last
week, the government allowed
unimpeded fuel supplies into

the Jaffna- Peninsula for the

first time in four years and
lifted some restrictions on
tishing for Jafina residents.

But it has rejected guerilla
demands to remove a military
base that blocks free access to
the peninsula, and has accused
the rebels of bad faith for re-
fusing to begin substantive
talks on a political settlement.
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a Haitian man who was suspected of a grenade attack, in Port-au-

— AFP/UNB photo

Tehran offers mediation to
resolve Kashmir crisis

NEW DELHI. Apr 19:
Iranian President Hashemi
Ralsanjani today expressed
"dissatisfaction” with the situa-
lion in Kashmir and offered
Tehran's mediation to find a
solution to it as he welcomed
the “serious will" shown by
India in resolving this issue.
reporis PT1.

Addressing a crowded press
conference at the end of his
three-day state visit. Rafsanjani
said Iran faveured a consensus
on the Kashinir issue between
India., Pakistan and the people
of the border stale.

"We are not satisfied and

happy with what is happening
in Kashmir.” Rafsanjani said
and added that this Iranian
assessment was conveyed o
the prime *minister, PV
Narasimha Rao. during the of-
ficial talks. ; :

Asked whether the pro-
posed elections in Jammu and
Kashmir would be a satisfac-
tury solution. Rafsanjani said.
"I will be difficult to resolve
the problem without the sat-
isfaction of the people.

In reply to another ques
tion. the Iriouan president saw
increascd American attempts

‘to interfere in Kashmir and
cautioned India against such
eflorts.

Rafsanjani answered wide
ranging questions relating to
Iran-US relations. Russian sale
of nuclear reactors Lo Iran and
the Salman Rushdi€e issue.

Asked whether Iran wanted
reconstruction of the Babri
Mosque at Avodhya. Rafsanjani
merely said he had discussed

.~ this with the officials con-

cerned during his visit 1o
Lucknow vesterday. "There is
no need for (urther propa-
ganda to be made in this re-
gard.  he added

d’ ' :

| a representative office which would be run by al-Halafi.

!
»
Palc-tinian lecader Yasser Arafat smiles as Tunisian Deputy Foreign Minister Gaid Ben
Mustala (R) talks to him while Tunisian diplomat Mohammad al Munji al-Halafi looks on

Tuesday in Gaza City. Ben Mustafa, the first official envoy from Tums to visit ‘the autonomous
Gaza. announced after talks with Arafat that his government would bé opening in Gaza City

— AFP/UNB photo

AP bags two -
Pulitzers

NEW YORK. Apr 19: Much
of last year's - carnage in

'Rwanda made its way onto the

front pages of newspapers
around .the world through: the
eyes of Associated Press re-
porter Mark Fritz who wrote
in vivid detail of a slaughter
few could comprehend, re-
poris AP, :

On Tuesday. ,Fritz won a
Pulitzer Prize for his report-
ing, which took him across the
central African country,

Four AP photographers —
Jucgueline Arzl, Javier Bauluz,
Jean-March Bouju and Karsten
Thielker, also won journalism's
highest award for their cover-
age of the conflict between the
Hutus and minority Tufsis.

"The Pulilzer prizes are the
most prestigious US awards for
journalism. Each carries a dirs
3.000 award, except-for the
newspaper that wins in public
service, whieh gets a  gold
medal. Prizes are administered
by Columbia University.

Fritz's Pulitzer was the
news service's 19th for writing
and first by an AP reporter
since 1982, when Saul Pett
won  for a story about the
growth of the federal bureau-

Cracy.

'Quebeckers want
independence’

TORONTO, Apr 19: A majo-
rity in the French speaking
province of Quebec wants in-
dependence from Canada but
only if they can maintain an
economic association with
Canada. a new poll showed on
Tuesday, reports AFP.

But according to the envi-

" ronics poll carried out for the

Toronto Star newspaper 55
per cent of Quebeckers are
opposed to independence if
the links with Canada cannot
be maintained. '

If economic association
with the rest of Canada can be
maintained 51 per cent of vot-
ergs would favour sovereignty,
the poll showed.

But there is no guaraniee
that the economic association
would be forthcoming.

China to build wall
for victims of
Japanese massacre

BEIJING, Apr 19:. The
southern city of Nanking plans
1o build a wall to list the names

L of the 300.000 people killed

'In a massacre by Japanese
troops there In December
1937, an official newspaper
reported Wednesday, says AP.

Authorities are seeking
help from relatives ol the dead
in compiling a list of names.
sexes and the places where
people were killed. the China
Daily said.

The massacre remains a
sore point between Japan and
China almost 60 years after it
pecurred. o recent weeks,
Chinese officials have urged
Japan to reflect on ils actlons
during the war, when the
Imperial Japanese Army in-
vaded an occupied vasl parts ol
Lhe country '

The construction of . the
wall may be intended to put to
rest claims by some Japanese
politicians that the massacre

never occurred. or that a much

smaller number of people died.

- 1 exclusive ranch, 150 miles north of Los Angeles.
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Off the 01‘(1

Pop superstar Michael Jackson holding hands with his wife
Lisa Marie Presley, walks with children at his Neverland
Ranch in Los Olivos, California as he welcomgs them for a
three day World Children's Congress. This is one of the

rare occasions that Jackson has allowed the media into his

— AFP/UNB photo

. ‘Sperm tender! .

TAIPEl: A 29-year-old Taiwanese woman is aoffering two
million Taiwan dollars (76,000 US) for sperm from an intelli-
gent man, an offer that has attracted 500, "qualified” appli-
cants. 'a report said Wednesday. reports AFP.

The applicants who claim to be qualified. and must be. .
ethnic.Chinese for ‘starters, sent in offers from Tajwan, the
United States, Japan, Hong Kong, Europe and China, the
United Daily News said. . ° 'L , . ' k
" They included a Talwanese college president, local psy-
chics and an expert in the Chinese martial art of inner
strength from China. the paper said. s

The New York sperm bank has also recommended some.
selected donors, offering to sell sperm for 1756 US dollars per
cubic centimetre. the paper 'said. : :

A Taiwanese psyche insists that he and the woman were a
couple in a previous life-making himsell the ideal candidate
for the job. A _college president says his sperm is the best,
pointing to his children.. who are all 'enrolled in universities,
as prool. : ;

A locul woman says. her husband has the best product on
offer. and has agreed. to share the "good stuff’ with the
woman provided no sexual contact took place. ~ PR

The Happiness Social Work centre in the city of Chungli
south of Taipei, which helped thé woman handle the applica-
tiofns, said she had selected ten applicants, all unmarried, and
six with doctorate degrees. : : o

The woman began her search for the sperm of intelligent
men last month after telling degtors her husband had bheen
upable 1o impregnate her due to a low sperm count. _ i

crossdress ,~

HONG KONG: Male crossdressers in northern China will
have to take off their makeup and brassieres under a new offi-
cial ban on transvestite shows, a Hong Kong newspaper re-
ported Wednesday, says AP. _ )

Officials in Shenyang Liaoning province, imposed the ban
after discovering that crossdressers were performing in
nightclubs in the city, Wen Wei, [Po, China-controlled daily,
said. ‘ ] '

"The performers are mostly men aged around 20, often
teamed in /threes, who wear brassieres and women's fashion
to do shows" in some 600 dance halls and eateries in the
city, the newspaper said, quoting a Chinese news agency re-

 port. :

"
It did not state why the Shenyang city government banned
the shows but said the performances are exaggerated and
loud. "and the performers also earn more than female models.

Benazir renews offer

of talks with India

ISLAMABAD, Apr 19 ! Prime
Mirlister Benazir Bhutto re-
newed Tuesday an offer of dia-
logue with  India, saying
"substantive” talks could take

place during the Pakistani

president’'s coming visit to
New Delhi for a South Asian
summit, reports AFP.

President Faroog Ahamed .

Leghari is to attend the annual
conference of the seven-nation
south Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC).
which is seheduled to begin on

May 2.
*Our doors for substantive
talks remain open... oOur

President travels to New Delhi
next month for the SAARC
conference,” (Benazir] was
quoted as saying by the official
Associated Press of Pakistan
(APP)

However, she reiterated
that Pakistan would continue
its moral, political and diple-
matic suppoft to the Muslim
separatist campaign in the

Indian-controlled Kashmir.
which it calls a legitimate self-
determination movement.

"No one can silence -our
support for the right of sell-
determinaton of- the Kashandri
people, she said.

India accuses Pakistan of
giving arms and training to
Kashmirl militant groups, an
allegation denied by Islamabad
which controls the northern-
third of the disputed Hima-
layan territory.

More than 10,000 people
have died 'since 1989 in vio-
lence linked to the secession-
isf ‘drive in the Indian-con-
trolled southern two thirds of
Kashmir.

The South Asian neighbours
have fought two of their three
wars over Kashmir since their
independence from Britain in
1947.

Pakistan insists it will not
agree Lo reviving Lhe process
until mdia cuts the number of
its troops in Kashmir,
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Myanmar junta
frees 278 more
from work camps

BANGKOK. Apr 19: Myan-
mar's milltary government has
released another 278 convicts
from work camps as part of a
plan marking the 50th anni-
versary of the armed forces.
Myanmar's state-run television
reported, says Reuter.

"Altogether 278 convicts
were released from various
work camps where they had
been contributing labour in
nation building tasks and re-
gional development.” said the
television repert. monitored In
Bangkok late on Tuesday.

“They were reieased under
the order ... issued in honour
of the golden jubilee Armed
Forces Day."

WASHINGTON. Apr 19
Once again. the United States
looks isolated in an uncoop-
erative world as Russia and
China rebufl arguments against
selling nuclear reaciors 1w
Iran. reporis AF

lwmoved by US intelli-
gerc ¢ assessmenis that lran is
determined 10 acguire nuclear
weapons, Moscow and Beijiig
responded that their deals
with Tehran are legal under
the nuclear ireaty the Clinton
administration wants renewed

A siriking aspect of the US
campaign against the [ran
projecis was how public it
sermed. Whatever happened to
private diplomacy. to secret

talks where ranking diplomats
worked out differences far

from the glare ol publicity”

“If's hard for this country to
conduct guiet diplomacy given
our political process ™ said
Richard Haass a national se-
curity aide in former President
Geroge Bush's White House
There is a need atl times nol
vnly o be doing things but to
be secen as doing things

This time, public US ap
jals led to public rejections.

The latesi came Monday in
New York. where US Secretary
of State Warren Christopher
and Chinese Foreign Minister
Qian Qichen heild a néws con
ference after a (wo-hour meet
g

'We feel no natien ought to
go forward with nuclear coop-
eration with lran. it is too dan-

gerous to do so.” Christopher
said. knowing what Qian's re-
sponse would be

There is no international
law or international regulation
or international agreement
that prehibits such coopera-
tion in the peaceful use ol nu-
clear energy.” the Chinese jor-
cign minister said.

Christopher fared no better
when he met in Geneva last
monih with Russian Foreign
Minister Andrei Kogyrev.

"We don’t see any problem
here Kozyrev said. after
Christopher told a joint news
conference that [ran s nuclear
ambitions were “among the
gravest” problems the United
State and Russia must resolve.

"Our cooperation with lran

is fully within the purview of
the Non-Proliferation Treaty.
the Russian said.

Both occasions followed a
pattern set early in the Clinton
administration as it struggled
to deal with ethnic warfare in
Bosnia and human rights
abuses in China.

Declaring that “"the Serbs
know that they have exhausted
the patience of the interna-
tional community,” Christo-
pher flew to Europe in May
1993, presumably to get allied
support for lifting the'arms
embargo against the Bosnian
Muslim and using air strikes
against the Serbs.

His mission was disastrous.
a publi¢ failure. In capital after
capital. the answer was no

A year ago he went to China
and said he would tell the gov-
ernment in Beijing that if its
human rights record didn't
improve, there was little
chance the administration
would renew its trade prefer-
ENCes.

The Chinese responded by
arresting dissidents, and when
the June deadline arrived,
President Clinton renewed
( hina's most-favored-nation
status and said it was time to

separate trade and human
rights
Could all this have tran

spired in less public forums?
‘It's not enough for the
United States o stand up and
shout that fhese couniries
iran, Iraq, North Korea are big

US feels isolated over Iranian N-deals with Russia, China

threats and we need to em-
bargo them.” Haass said.

"What you need is US lead-
ership to try and come up with
a policy that others might join,
that at the end of the day
would be less than we would
perhaps want in the degree of
economic isolation but is
preferable to the status quo.’
he said.

Leonard Spector, director
of the non-proliferation pro-
ject at the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace,
was less willing to write ofl
prospects for convincing the
Russians and Chinese 10
change their minds.,

"l don't think this rebuff is
the end of the story.” he said.

GCC states
vow to fight
'extremism’

MANAMA, Apr 19: The six
Gulf monarchies on Tuesday
vowed to fight "extremism and
terrorism’ and appealed for
increased public vigilance to
loil attempts at sedition in the
region, reports AFP.

Interior ministers [rom the
six states alsdo pledged their
‘total support to measures
taker} by Bahrain to ensure se-
curity and stability.”

Bahrain has been shaken by
violent anti-government
demonstrations and attacks on
policemen since last Decem-
ber, Bahrain authorities hawve
tacitly accused Iran of exerting
its influence on part of the ma-
jority Bahraini Shi'ites,



