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Finance Mmmter M Saifur Rahman, whn was the chief guest on the concluding day of the three-day national workshop on
sports policy, dﬁ-hheratmg a short but very significant address te the audience lt the E;l'lﬂ'llll:'l:"r“- Institute yesterday.

Biman, Ansars| INat’l sports workshop ends

Karnaphuli
TT champs

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Biman and
Ansars bagged both the men's
and women's team events of
the 20th Karnaphuli national
table tennis tournament at the
NSC wooden floor gymnasium
yesterday.

. In the men's team final, the
Biman paddlers white washed
Naogaon 3-0.

They advanced to final
trouncing Ansars and Chit-
tagong respectively, by identi—
cal three-nil margins.

Earlier, Bangladesh Ansars
blanked Barguna 3-0 in
women's team final.

On their way to the final.
Ansars demolished Khulna in
straight sets and Bdrguna
knocked off Gaibandha 3-1.

Dhaka clin:'hcd the boy's

team crown beating Madaripur .

3-2.

Imtiaz, Akhlaq
earn FIBA

badge

Two Bangladesh referees —
Imtiaz Khan Babul, Syed
Akhlagquy  Hossain — were
awarded FIBA referees licence
according to an ‘Asian

Baskoethall Federation Lix mes-

IMTIAZ KHAN

sage received in Dhaka on
Sunday at the Bangladesh
Amateur Baskeiball Federation
office. =avs i press release,

e
., LT

AKHLAQUR HOSSAIN

" Imtiaz and Akhlaq took part
in the ABC/FIBA refeérees’ ex-
ams and clinic held in,
Bangkok from March 23rd to
27th. They became the third
Bangladesh basketball referees
to earn the FIBA badge. Earlier
last year, BABF general secre-
tary Mainul Ahsan Manju had
. the distinction of being the
first Bangladeshi referee 1o
-earn the FIBA badge. '
Both Imtiaz and Akhlag

- played regularly in the First
Division basketball league for a
number of years. They began
their career in 1985. These
two referees got their "B’
grade referee licence in 1990
and "A" grade licence in 1994,

Imtiaz and Akhlaq have been
officiating in the national
championship and in different
tournaments with grcat efli-
ciency.

Army hockey

JESSORE, Apr 18: Hosts
Jessore, Bogra, Savar and
Chittagong area moved into
semi-finals of the Army Hockey
Championship at the Jessore
Cantonment here today, an
ISPR press release said, re-
ports BSS.

Bogra Area emerged as

champions in Group-A fol- | §

lowed by Chittagong Area who
beeame runners-up in the
group. In
Jessore Area came oul as
champions while Savar Area
hecame runners-up.

The three-day national
sports workshop ended yes-
terday at the Engineers'
Institute with the participants
deliberating on the problems
in the sports arena and giving
suggestions for their solution,
reporlis BSS.

Earlier, Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia opened the
workshop at the Osmany
Memorial Hall on April 16.

Six key-note papers were
presented in six sessions of
the workshop during the
three-day.

Filty lour sports organisers
participaled in the discus-
sions. giving their views. Emi-
nent sporis personalities, or-
ganisers, president and secre-
taries of different sports feder-

ations, president and general =

secretaries of the district
sports associations and others
related with sports attended
the workshop.

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman was the chief guest at
the concluding session yester-
day. presided over by the State
Minister for ‘Youth and Sports
Sadeque Hossain.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Finance Minister saigd.
“Investment in sports is in-
vestuiment in hbuman resources
to make life better in
Bangladesh.”

He said. "Sports puruutt is

better than politics sportsmen

will not be self-seeking politi-
cians.” Rather. he said “they
can be good politicians.”
Saifur Rahman said sports
um! games wa.s a parl of devel-

quite conscious about

oping human resources. A con-
genial atmosphere has 1o be
crealed to Increase amitly
among the youths ¢l the coun

lry so that they keep them
away lrom indulging in violent
activities, he emphasised.

The Finance Minister added
nothing could be achieved in
sports and games without
training and practice. He said
consistency in practice gives
perfection in everything.

He said the government was
the
needs in the sports sector and
allocation was increased ade-
guately. He also called for pri
vate sector initiative for the
promotion of the country's
sports.

in- the presidential speech
Sadeque Hossain emphasised
the need for proper traihing
and practice for the develop-
ment of sports.

He said, “No one is born

famous in the world. Appropr#
ate training and practice have
helped them become so.”
. He sald mere establishment
of infrastructural lacilities for
sports will not be sufficient for
raising the standard of sports.
Each one of us has to put in
our best in this regard.

Sadeque Hossain said.
"Winning a medal in a compe-
tition is not everything.”
adding. he said. "One can
shape himself up as a true hu-
man being through sports ac-
tivities.”

Presenting the key-note
paper on “sports facilities, fi-
nance and other related mat-
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lers” Mohammed Helaluddin
Ahmed. joint secretary in
charge of the Ministry of Youth
and Sports said. "Development
of infrastructural facilities for
sports and adequate funding
play a great role in jhe promo-

*Jinn of sports in a country.”

He said competition in the
present day world has in-
creased as advancement in
technique and technology is
making the old ways obsolete.

Neuro Surgeon Dr Rashi-
duddin Ahmed, Prof Shami-
nuzzaman Basunia, Dr
Abbasuddin Khan, Mr Nurul

Alam, Kazi Mishu and Khairul
Alam Pearu among others
spoke.

Earlier, in the morning
Hafizuddin Ahmed MP pre-
senied his key-note paper on
"administration of sports in
school, college and university.”

Hafizuddin said sports and
gameés should run Iin a very
planned way at the educational
sector as practised in the de-
veloped countries,

He stressed the need of
identifying talented athletes
during their student life and
put in best effort to increase
their quality through proper
lraining.

Presided over by the Edu-
cation Secretary Ershadul Haq,
the moming session was par-
ticipated, among others, by
Major (rtd) Aminul Islam. Zafar
Imam. Abdul Hye. Khairul }&-
m Khan. Ms Lutfunnessa Haq

Bakul, Manzoor Hassan Mintoo.
Rasiduddin Ahmed and Saima
Rupa.

BASSETERRE, St
Kitts, Apr 18: Ot-

his claim for a
place in the West
- Indies’ side to

tour England this year with a
tine all-round performance for
the Board X1 against Australia
i their three-day match

ending on Monday. repﬂrts
Reuter.

The match f{inished in a
draw with the West Indies
Board XI 253 for six in their
second innings when play

‘ended an hour early.

Gibson followed his first in-
nings score of 55 batting at
number 10 with four for 45 in
Australia's first innings 317.

Opener Robert Samuels also
advanced his tour chances
with a disciplined 95 in the
second innings against a lack-
lustre Australian attack as the
imnatch dawdled to a draw.

The Board Xl proved as
polished and focused as the
tourists appeared ragged and
disinterested on the final day.

Resuming at 278 for five in

reply o the Board Xl's 26],

the Australians crumbled
against some fine fast bowling
from Gibson and Antiguan
Hamish Anthony, who took
four for 70.

The tourists lost five wick- .

ets while adding just 39 runs
to finish 317 all out during the.
first session. Test discard
Sherwin Campbell. hit 53 in a
first wicket partnership of 135
with Samuels.

First drop Keith Semple

tis Gibson staked

(39) was the only other top
order batsman Lo get amongst
the runs on an afternoon when
Australian captain Mark Taylor
decided to have a brief stint
behind the stumps, an
Australian supporter doubled
as 12th man and Michael

Slater failed to baffle the oppo-

sition with his leg spinners.
Justin Langer also had a

“bowl, but speni the majority of
_ lime behind the stumps stand-

ing in for Test wicketkeeper
lan Healy who injured a finger
on his right hand in the first
session on Monday.

"l got one on the end of the
finger in the third over of our
innings today.” Healy said. "Bul
there's nﬂthing to worry nhuut
It'll be fine.”

SCOREBOARD

© Scoreboard at. close on
Monday, the third and final day
of the three-day match be-
tween the West Indt-es Enard

X1 and Australia.

WEST INDIES BOARD XI:
First innings 261 (Nehemiah
Perry 57, Ottis Gibson 55; Tim
May four for 73)

AUSTRALIA: First innings
(overnight 278 for five)
David Boon Ibw b Anthony 28

__Mark Waugh not out 30
- Ian Healy Ibw b Gibson 3

Paul Reiffel lbw b Anthony 4

Navy cricket

CHITTAGONG, Apr 18: The
annual cricket championship
of the Bangladesh Navy con-
cluded at the BN Sports
Complex at New Mooring in
Chittagong vesterday.

_Wmdles XI-Aussm tie drawn

Tim May ¢ Campbell b Gibson0
Carl Racktmann b Gibson 0

Extras:
wides- 1,

(byes-2, leg-byes-9,
no-balls-17) 29

Total: (all out, 94.4 overs) 317

Fall of wickets: 119, 159,
171, 187, 269, 286, 296, 305,
317, 317.

Bowling: O M R W
Gibson I8.4 3 45 4
Drakes 14 2 53 1
Perry 17 0 81 O
Anthony 19 4 70 4
Bamnarine 23 4 49 O
Semple 3 0 8 1

WEST INDIES BOARD II.
Second innings
Sherwin Campbell ¢ and b Mark

Waugh 53
Robert Samuels ¢ Langer b
Harkemann 95
Keith Semple Ibw b Steve Waugh 39
Dave Joseph ¢ Taylor b May 1
Suruj Ragoonath not out 21
" Courtney Browne lbw b Steve
Waugh 0
Vasbert Drakes ¢ (sub) Warne b
May 7
Nehemiah Perry not out 18
Extras: (b-4. 1b-11, nb-4) 19

Total: {for six wickets, 67 overs) 253

Fall of wickets: 135, 194,
201, 203, 203, 214. :
~ Did not bat: Ottis Gibson,
Hamesh Anthony, Dinanath
Ramnarine.

S O M R W
Reiffel 4 032 0O
Rackemann 16 2 53 1
. May 23 5 58 2
SEeve Waugh 9 1 24 2
Blewett 6 2 21 0
Mark Waugh- 5 0 19 1
Slater 3 0 20 O
Langer 1 0 11 O

Result: Match drawn.

Group-B, hosts .

A goalmouth melee during yesterday's Phoenix Insurance national women's handball
tournament match between Bangladesh Ansars and Rang*pur at the Dhanmondi Women's

| Sports Complex. Ansars won 19-11.
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Mymensingh

Sports Reporter

Rajshahi caused an upset on
the opening day of the 2ist
Pepsi national cricket champi
onship when they eliminated
nghty H}"mrnﬁln.th DSA by
live wickets in one of the 1wo
matches played at different
venues in the city yesterday

On the eastern strip at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Btadium.
Rajshahi set (o score a modesi
147 for a win in the stipulated
45 overs, reached the target
for the loss of five wickets with
mwore than jour overs to spare

The Rajshahi innings was
built around a brillant 50 from
opener Nayan, who clubbed six
lours in his 74-ball knock. Mati
with chipped in with a sedate
#6-ball 34 while skipper Saad
hainmered an unbeaten 20 to
announce the premature exi
of Mymensingh.

Earlier. electing to bat, the
star-studded Mymensingh
were bundled oul for a meagre
146 in 4]1.1 overs with
Moniruzzaman scoring 45

Opener Harunur Rashid Li-
ton. who played for Abahani
Krira Chakra in the Dhaka
league made 22 while Ma-
habubur Rahman Selim_scored
a painsiaking 17 off 42-balls.

Tariq. the most successful
Rajshahi bowler, finished with
three for 20 in his seven overs.
. In the other match of the
day at the Dhaka Stadium, Jes-
sore recorded a [facile six-
wicket win over Barisal in yet
another low-scoring affair.

Alter winning the (oss and
using the wickel. Barisal could
muster only 160 before being
all out in 44 overs.

In reply. Jessore rattled up
the required 161 for four in
41.2 overs with Hassan scoring
an unbeaten 50.

Biplob. who played the per-
fect foil of Hassan. also_re-
mained unbeaten on a ﬁﬁrhall
44 while opener with a pat.lent
40 was the other notable run-
getter for the winners.

- :
Phoenix eves
& | l
Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Ansars and
Bangladesh Jute Mills Corpo-
ration (BJMC) moved into the
last four after emerging group
champions in the Phoenix In-
surance national women's

handball tournament at the
Dhanmondi Women's Sports

. Complex yesterday.

In the semifinals billed for
today. Ansars will ' take on
Dhaka while BJMC will meet
Rangpur.

In one of the three
matches, Ansars beat Rangpur

19-11 after leading the first’

half 9-5.

BJMC edged past Dhaka
District Women's Sports Asso-
ciation 10-8 after trailing 3-4
in the first half,

In the day's other en-
counter, Rajshahi trounced Di-
majpur 13-4.

L] L] .

Bruising Rio

RIO DE JANEIRO. Apr 18:
Five players and a coach were
sent olfl and nine players
shown the yellow card in a
brutal Rio de Janeiro derby at
the weekend. reports Reuter.

Botalfogo beat Flamengo 1-0
with striker Guga coming on as
a substitute, scoring the win-
ner and then joining the dis-
missals, all in the space of 10
minutes, 3

The result put Botalogo
lhree points ahead of
Flamengo at the top of the final
stage of the Rio de Janeiro
Championship.

Flamengo, missing injured
striker Romario, lost winger
Savio. their most dangerous
player, in the fifth minute
when he was taken off injured

after a scything - tackle by

Hotafogo defender Wilson .,
Botafogo full back Jefferson

and Flamengo defender

Fabinho were dismissed early
in the second half when they

squared up after a foul by
Fabinho and Flamengo coach
Vanderley Luxemburgo was
sent off for dissent.

Guga was sent off for clash-
ing with Flamengo defender
Valber, who was also shown
the red card. and Botafogo de-
fender Wilson Gottardo was
(lismissed in the last minute
for a bad tackle on Flamengo
substitute Mauricio.

There were numerous other
vicious tackles, some of which
earned the perpetrators yellow
cards, many of which went up
punished.

Referee Claudio Cerdeira
said that Luxemburgo had
called him a "mental retard”
while Guga described Valbar as
« crook after he had been sent
ofT.

Keane sorry

. MANCHESTER, Apr I8
Disgraced Manchesier United
midlielder Rogy Keane on
Fricday publiclY apologised for

the slamping incident (hai
lnoks st 1o cost him an FA
Cup final appearance. reports

Reuter

LONDON. Apr 18
Paul Wailsh threw
Manchester Uni-
ted a title lifeline
as rivals City stu-
nned Blackburn Revers 3-2 on

Mondav providing the Ewood
Park miracle Alex Ferguson
had bheen praying for reports
ml

Alan Shearer's 35th goal of
the campaign after a dreadful
howler by Tony Colon looked
sel to move Blackburn ejght
points clear of United with just
four matches left.

Even when an astonishing
decision by referee Keith
Cooper handed City a penaity
which Keith Curle converted
with case. Colin Hendry s se
ol pgoal in three davs
Blackburn back in front bedow
Lhe interval

Bl Uwe Rosler's beautifully
executed 21st goal of the sea
son deservedly put the relega
tion-threatened Maine Road
sicle back on terms bhefore the
hour

Anedd with Rovers raw
nerves exposed Walsh stroked

home a rebound 19 minutes
from time to hand Kenny

Dalgish's men only. their sec-
ond home Premiership defeat

of the campaign and leave
them needing eight more
points from their last four
outings

Linited's goalless draw with
Chelsea had left Alex Ferguson
hoping for divine intervention
bhut providence seemed to be
on Rovers side after just seven
minulies

Curle's seventh minute
back pass to Coton seemed
straightforward enough. even

" though Chris Sutton was bear-

ing down on the City keeper.

But Coton made a complete
mess of his clearance. scuffing
the ball straight at Shearer and
even though the England
man's first-timer from 25
vards was not his best of the
season. il had enough power to
elude Coton's dive and finish in
the corner.

A brave block fmrn Alan
Kernaghan denied Shearer a
second on the volley f[rom
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Stuart Ripley's cross but it
soon became clear Clty were
not content merely to make up
1he aumbers

Tim Flowers had 1o be at
his best to turn aside a searing
free-kick from Fitzroy
Simpson and when Kernaghan
flicked on Nicky Summerbee's
resulting cormer. Flowers was
relieved to watch Jeflf Kenna
heatl off the line S

City. with Niall Quinn
making even Hendry look less
than masterful at the back,

were causing plenty of prob-
lems but their 32nd minute
equaliser was certainly contro-
versial.

When referee Cooper blew
as Flowers

fumbled Sum

ALEX FERGUSON
merbee's croms from the right
it appeared he had given
Rovers a free-kick.

instead. to the consterna
tien of the Ewood Park crowd.
the official had spotted lan
Pearce tugging Quinn's shorts
as he jumped for the cross and
Curle tucked home the spot-
kick with aplomb.

That was the spur Rovers
needed to up their game. A su-
perb turn from Sutton was fol-
lowed by a shot which whistled

. past the pest and then Mark

Atkins headed off target from

Ripley.
And six minutes hefore the
break. Ripley's corper [rom

M United owe Walsh one

the right went oflf Kernaghan
to Hendry on the edge of the
box.

The big Scot controlled dnd
swung his right (oot and
although Coton gol a hahnd lo
the ball when it came through
a crowd of legs it squeerzed
under him then through John
Foster s legs.

But City, still desperate lor
points themselves. were in no
mood to lay down and die,

Summerbee s cross looked
like comfortable for Hendry,
but inexplicably the centre-
hall s weak header dropped
perfectly into Resler's path
and the German curled the ball
bevond Flowers ouistretched
arnms.

Suddenly Rovers were a bag
nf nerves defensively. Sum-
merhee skipped past Ripley
and Hendry before placing his
cross a fraction away from the

unmarked Paul Walsh's
forehead.
«Then Rosler put Garry

Fliteroft through the middle
and Flowess again had to exoel
himself to push the ball round
the post. although Kernaghan
came close (0 putting Sutton's
low cross through his own net
in the 65th minute.

But the third City goal had
threatened came 19 minutes
from time. Quinn fed
Summerbee. bursting into the
box and when Flowers could
only parry his right-footer
Walsh was on hand to tumm
home the rebound.

Dailglish sent on David Batty
for his first appearance in 12
months in a frantic attempt to
rescue a point but as Rovers
poured forward they were
nearly made to pay again.

Rosler and Flitcroft had ef-
lorts ruled oul for offside and
when the German agnin eloded
the home back line his chip
heat Flowers but rebounded
back off the bar.

When Coton comfortably
held Pearce's injury time shot
the game was up for Rovers.
May be. as Ferguson had
mused earlier in the day, "God
s a Manchester United sup-
porter after all”.

AMSTERDAM,

Apr 18: Two gian-
is ol the 1970s
will attempt to
recapture past
glories on Wed-
nesday as Ajax Amsterdam take
on Bayern Munich for a place

in the European Cup final.

reports Reuter.

The two clubs, who be-
tween them won Europe's
premier cup competition six
Limes in succession from 1971
to 1976. played out a goalless
lirst leg in Munich a fortnight
ago. making Ajax favourites to
reach the [inal for the I[lirst
time in 22 years.

The Amsterdam club. who
have a seven-point lead in the
Duteh First Division, have
played 477 minutes in the Eu-
ropean Champions' Cup since
last conceding a goal,

While Bavern comntinue Lo be
plagued by long-term injuries
to several key players, includ-
ing skipper Lothar Matthaeus,
French striker Jean-Pierre Pa-
pin and Bulgarian international
Emil Kostadinov, Ajax have no
injury worries,

The only absenlee will be
free-kick specialist Frank de
Boer. out through suspension
after picking up his second
yellow card of the tournament
in the first leg. The Dutch in-
ternational defender will be
replaced by Winston Bogarde.

Finnish striker Jari Litma-
nen and veteran Frank Ri-
jkaard return after being
rested for Sunday's 4-2 league
win at Groningen. Teenager
Patrick Kluivert,
twice in that match, vies for
the central striking role with
Nwankwo Kanu.

Ajax, who had much the
belter of the first leg against a
largely inexperienced German
side, expect a similar pattern
on Wednesday. with Bayern
defending and hoping to capi-
talise on the counter-attack.

"We neetd to be alert Lo a

who scored

quick break. If they score one. '

we have to score iwo. Bul
were averaging two or more
gouls. at home this season.’
Ajax coach Louis van Gaal said.

Ajax, bidding to record
their 100th win in European
competition. have smashed
ecight past Sparta Rotterdam
and seven against Willem H in
league matches in the last
month.

‘It's easier to play defensive
soccer than to attack. That's

A Honduran
apology

DOHA, Apr 18: A Honduran

plaver. one of four sent off in a -

World Youth - Championship
match, apologised on Monday
for the "very bad behaviour” of
his team. reports Reuter.

"Our behaviour was very bad
and as Hondurans we are very
sorry for what happened.” said
defender Luis Lagos who was
sent off in the 73rd minute of
Sunday's match against
Netherlands.

Japanese referee Masayoshi
Okada declared Netherlands

the winners 7-1 in the 77th
minute after Honduras were
reduced to six players when

© Luis Oseguerra was stretc-

hered off the field.

Alex Bailey was the first to
be sent off in the 17th minute
followed by Orvin Cabrera in
the 45th and Hector Rodriguez

in the 70th minute.

- According to FIFA, Sunday's

incident was the first time a
match had been halted in such
circumstances.

FIFA officials promised an
inquiry after Sunday's_incident
and Honduran coach Luis
Camargo said his players would
be punished by the Honduran
Football Assocjation.

"I apologise to the Dutch
and the people here for what
happened Monday night.” said
Camargo on Sunday.

for
defence,” Van Gaal -said. "We
play seven men in front of the
ball, the rest of the world plays
with just three. May be Bayern
will play just one up front.”

why so many coaches opt

Bayern coach Giovannl
Trappatoni remains confident

his side can still reach the {i-
nal, boosled by their 5-2 win
over Eintracht Frankfurt on
Saturday.

But club president Franz
Beckenbauer warned: "Ajax is a
different calibre from ... Frank-
furt. But Frankfurt was a good
game for us. I'm much more
optimistic now about Wednes-
day's game in Amsterdam.”

Stand-in Libero Thomas
Helmer. who was substituted
midway through the first half

,on Saturday, is set to retain his

prlace, and defender Oliver
Kreuzer s [it after a knee
ligament injury.

Defender Hansi Pfluegler,

35, a member of Germany's
1990 World Cup squad whe
last played European football in
1991, travels to Amsterdam
and may make a surprise
coineback,

The Dutch ANP news
agency said around 400 police
would be on duty at the
Olympic Stadium, a normal
precaution against trouble at -

Ajax's bigger games.
PROBABLE TEAMS:
AJAX: Edwin Van Der Sar.

Michael Reiziger, Danny Blind.

Frank Rijkaard. Winston Boga-

rde, Ronald de Boer, Jarf Lit-

manen, Clarence Seedorf.

Finidi George. Patrick Kluivert

[or Nwankwo Kanu)., Marc
Overmars.

BAYERN: Sven Scheuer.
Thomas Helmer Marcus Bab-

ble, Oliver Kreuzer (or Osei
Kuffour). Dieter Frey, Markus
Schupp. Mehmet School,

Christian Nerlinger. Christian
Ziege, Alexander Zickler, Mar-
cel Witeczek (or Alain Sutter).

Ansars Rinu makes a forehand return against Shamima of Barguna during thewr singles
encounter in the best of three team event finals of the 20th Kasnaphulh national table tenms

| championships at the NSC wooden floor gymnasium yesterday
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