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NEWS BRIEFS
Urs of Shahjalal
tomorrow

SYLHET. Apr 18. The two-
day urs of Hazrat Shahjalal (RA)
begins here on April 20 to
mark his 675th death anniver-
sarv. Necvessary arrangemenits
have been taken up by the
slazar management. municipal
and district administrations
and voluntary social organisa-
tions 1o facilitate the devolees
joining the urs from across the
country. The mazar manage-
ment told BSS that the final
praver hnuuajat) will be held

at J am on April 22. reports
BSS

Assembly banned

Th Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) has banned
assciibly and movement of
more than lour persons lo-
gether within 200 yards of the
centres of the Secondary
School Cenrtificate (SSC) exam-
inations. 1995. which begin
tommorrow. The ban will remain
enforced from April 20 1o May
21 around 95 SSC examination
centres in the capital to en-
sure proper and peaceful con-
duct ol the examinations. re-
port s> BI5S.

10 hurt as BNP, JP
dﬂthinjp:rj

SIRAJGANJ, Apr 18:
10 people were injured tn a
clash between activists of the
BNP and Jativa Party at
Dukuria bazar of Belkuchi
thana in the district this after-
noon. Police said the clash oe-
curred as a sequel to an earlier
clash between the two parties
over re-excavation of the
Hurasagar river. A JP activist
was arresied on Monday after a
BNP lcader filed a case with
the local police against 103
persons. reporis UNB.

.T

Fresh

CHITTAGONG. Apr | 8: Pri-
ime Minister Beguin Khalda
Zia today said general election
is imminent and asked her
party workers to take alloul
preparations lor the electoral
battle. reports UNB.

“The next election is very
important on many counts, A
difficult time is ahead. The
Opposition will unitedly deal a
death blow to the BNP. We
have also (o f[ace that chal-

lenge.” she told her party
leaders and workers here this
evening.

“The BNP will have to win
in the interest of the country.”
the BNP Chairperson said
winding up day-long delibera-
tions of the Chittagong Divi-
sional Representatives’ Con-
ference of her party at the
Chittagong stadium. _

The Prime Minister. how-
ever. did not sav when the
general clection is going to be

held. The next election is due
earlv next vear.

Turning to the current po-
litical scenario, the Prime
Minister renewed her offer for
an open dialogue with the
Leader ol the Opposition to re-
solve Lthe staggering political
impasse,

"I had given Lhe offer ear-
lier, but I did not receive any

response ... SLill | am ready to
sit for dialogue.” Begum Zia
said.

She said the Secretary Gen-
eral of her party also gave a
Iresh proposal for discussion
lo the Awami League General
Secretary over telephone. Bul
Lhey are yel to respond.

On a caretaker government,
Begum Zia said the Opposition
failed to receive the people’s
support to their demand. They
thought that they would be
able to pull down the BNP gov-
crivnent throoely resignation

offer for dialogue with Hasina

Elections imminent: PM

fromi Parliament. “But as
maller ol lact the country, Par-
liament and ithe government
are functioning normally.”

The Prime Minister said
despite her offer to step down
30 days ahead of election, the
Opposition did not turn up at
the Parliament.,

Relerring Lo the Opposilion
proposal for election under the

President, the Prime Minister
said there is no provision for it
in the Constilution. It will re-
guire amendment to the
Constitution. “But whatever
you seek you must sit for solu-

tion. How it could be possible
withoul discussion?”

The Prime Minister again
expressed her readiness to
settle the present problem
through dialogue in the inter-
est ol democracy. “Despite our
repeated calls, they remain
lon-responsive.”

Sev Page 12 Col 7

BUNP Charper-on Prime ‘-llmﬂa‘r Begum Khult&da f.m addrw-alnu thl Chitt: u.fnng dlvl sonl
comtfercuce ol the Bangladesh Nationalist Party at the Chittagong <tadium vesterday.

Forgery-proof
passport
By Staff Correspondent

The government has intro-
duced a new hi-tech passport
which officials claim is virtually
forgery-proof.

Officials at the Immigration
and Passport Department said
that the new books comply
with the requirement pre-
ferred by the international
standard.

The new passport, [irst is-
sued In February. is much

handier than the old ones, be-
ing smaller in size, the officials
said.

The photo page of the new
book is laminated by an ultra-
modern coating of plastic and
glass dust.

It is also marked by invisi-
ble security tags which can be
seen with a special security
machine.

The officials at the Passport
Department said that in the
past they have had many com-
plaints [rom international au-
See Page 12 Col 3

BNP un]eashes
terrorism,

says Hasina

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina has alleged that
the BNP, being isolated [rom
the people for the fertiliser
and rice crises, resorted to
repression on Awami League
and other opposition workers
to hang on to power, reports
UNB.

In a statement r:sterda}r.

| the Awami League president

condemned the killing of
Khulna Jubo League workers
Anwarul Azad Lichu and
Shaheen at Dighalia, Gazirhat
on April 14,

The murders occurred atl
the instigation of BNP, she al-
leged, saying that police could
not recover the body of
Shaheen till today, nor did
they arrest the people involved

in the killing.
Hasina said that a few days
age. commissiener Moslem |

Khidan of Khulna City Corpo-
ration was killed in broad

davlight.

Dhaka expresses 'deeE concern'

ADB aid declining

By S Y Bakht

The government has ex-
pressed ‘deep concern' over
the reduced level of lending to
Bangladesh by the Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB).

The Bank's lending to
Bangladesh declined steadily
from 331 million US dollars in
1993 to 280 million in 1994
and a projected 265 million
dollars during the current cal-
endar year.

According Lo official sour-
ces, Lthe concern was officially
communicated to P K Lahiri,
the visiting execulive director
of the Manila-based ADB.

The Finance Ministry had
pointed out that the Bank's
lending to Bangladesh
amounted to only 280 million
dollars for two projects in
1994, In fact. there was no
new commitment during the
year as the Jamuna bridge was
a special project, which the
ADB co-linanced with 200 mil-

lion dollars, and the Railway
Recovery Programime loan was
a hang-over from 1993, the
ministry added.

"The projected 1995 lend-
ing programme shows an allo-
cation of 265 million dollars
for seven projects which is
lower than the commitment of
1994." noted one official.
"Even this reduced target may
not malerialize because of de-
lay in processing.”

In its recent country per-
fermance assessment, the ADB
appreciated Bangladesh's im-
proved and better manage-
ment and efficient implemen-
tation of development pro-
grammes and enhanced dis-
bursement of foreign aid.

The official argued that if
aid utilization is used as a cri-
terion for allocating the Bank's
resources, Lthen Bangladesh
deserves and qualifies for an
.See Page 12 Col 1
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ESCAP sees Fﬁghter
economic prospect

By Staff Correspondent

The prospecis lor Bangla-
desh’'s economy appeared
brighter with notable progress
in the restoration of macro-
stability following recent
reforms. but the transilion
from stability to growth is
proving to be a challenging
task. says an annual report of
the ESCAP.

The ESCAP (Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and
the Pacifie) report on the eco-
nomic and social survey of Asia
and the Pacific was simultane-
ously released in Dhaka and in
the capitals of other countries
of the region vesterday.

Dr S A L Reza. Director
General ol the Bangladesh
Institute of Development
Studies - (BIDS),
ESCAP repori through a news
conferenee held at the Jatiya
Press Club’in the afierncon.

released the. =oth

gramme initiated four years
ago had encompassed all major
areas ol economic policy, the
Bangladesh chapter of the re-
port says. The policy impera-
Live was Lo build upon the
stable economic environment
that had been attained and to
lift the economy on to a higher
growth path in order to allevi-
ate the severe poverty still
[aced by a high proportion of
the country's population. it
adds.

The report also deals with
the country's output and infla-
tion. external trade and bal-
ance of payments and continu-
ing policy challenges. It says an
acceleration of growth would
require substantial increases in
SOCtOr
invesiment which together
now accousit for about 13 per
cent of the GDP. ',

CEC Rouf quits to

return to bench

By Staff Correspondent

Chiel Election Commis
sioner Justice Mohammad Ab-
dur Roul guit his office yester-
day to return Lo the bench.

Official sources said. Jus-
tice Roufl relinquished his of-
fice after President Abdur
Rahman Biswas granted his
applicalion seeking to return
to his original office of a judge
of the Thigh Court division of
Lhe: Supreme (ourl

A~ per Lthe provisions of
Aruck: 1 18(3) ol the Constitu-
tion. the five-year tenure of
Juslive Reouf as CEC was
scheduled to expire in Decem-
ber this vear

However, it Is learnt that
Justice Roul was keen to re-
turn 1o the bench., especially
since the retirement of Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed as Chief
Justice on February 1 lasi
which created a vacancy in the
Appellate Division of the
Supreme Cour

Elevaled 1o the High Court
Ixauh in the early 1980s. Jus-
liwe Roul by virtue of his se-
niority is the most natural
candidale to fill that posi

The outgoing CEC could not
he contacted last night for his
Conuanents

Justice Roul was appointed
CEC in December 1990 soon
alter the then Chief Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed took over
as acting President after H M
Ershad resigned on December
0.

On February 27, 1991 the

F{ under the interun govern
Sce Page 12 Col 6

a bear.

molh ol about 300 people at
tacked a circus party in sadar
thana todav and set fire to its
pandal and the animal cages
that killed a1 Roval Bengal tiger
some deers and per-
lorming birds. and the pariy's
lavourile goat. reports UNB,
Twe elephants and two in-

jured horses lled the blazing
lenls

liting ol this report tonight.

and were untraced till

Witnesses said about 50
workers ol the New Siar
Circus Party. including some
women performers. were |-

jured when the mob. led hy

o Moulana Abdul Jabbar. af

lacked 1he pariv camped at
the Eicdeali bus station. aboul
25 kilinmwetres north ol the
limirisis Lown

After Asr pravers. 1he
Movila addressed a gathering
accusing the roving circus

party ol organising ‘vulgar and

anti-lslamic’ dances.

The instigated mob poured

kerosene on the pandal and
(he animal cages belore setting
then of lire while the panicky
members ol the circus party

ran helter skelter 1o save their
lives.

Rao ignores US concern, hails visit as a landmark

Free Indian Ocean from foreign

fleets, revive NAM: Rafsanjani

NEW DELHI. Apr 18: Ira
nian president Akbar
Hasheni Radsanjani called to-
day tor pullout of foreign war-
ships from the Indian Ocean
aixl the Guif and said a revived
Non-Aligned Movement could
help resolve regional conflicts
reporis AFP

The ranian leader, in a 20
minute speech (o the [ndian
Parliament greeted by frequent
bursts of applause. also called
for a restructuring of the
United Nations and a deepen-
ing ol bilateral and regional
cooperation with India.

He called on predominantly
Hindu India and its Muslim
neighbours Pakistan and
Bangladesh (o strengthen their
cooperation lor stability in
South Asia.

Rafsanjani., who arrived
here Monday for a three-day
state visit, lashed out at Lhe
United States and other devel-

oped countries accusing them
of “trying to impede Lhe
progress of the developing
countries.”

The end of the Cold War
has provided good oppeortuni
ues for new forms of coopera
uon among Third World ecoun
lries  especially in the eco-
nomuc lield.” he said in the
speech delivered in Farsi and
translated simultaneously

Rafsanjani. the first lranian
head ol state to visit Indian
since Lthe 1979 [slamic revolu-
lion. accused loreign powers of
exacerbating regional conflicts
and said Lhey could best be re-
solved on a regional basis.

Politically. revival of the
Non-Aligned Movement and
solidarity of its member states
can w a large extent facilitate
the resolution of existing con-

Considering the impor
tance of the indian Ocean and

Persian Gull, we emphasize the
wilhdrawal of foreign fleets
from this region which tend wo
aggravate lensions,’ he said.

"We believe that it is with
the regional states 1o preserve
security and stability in this
region, not loreign powers."
the Iranian leader said.

Ralsanjani added that lran
‘opposed Lhe domineering pol-
itics of grealt powers. particu-
larly the USA, and their efforts
Lo exploil international organi-
salions and fora for their ille-
gilimale goals. -

“We believe that it is neees-
sary to study and review the
structure of international or-
ganizations. in particular the
United Nations Organization,
on the basis of today's needs.”
he said.

Reuwter says, Indian Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao
ignored US criticism of Iran

See Page 12 Col 3
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g‘r‘;?j:lgz; ’;-‘* Gas-related mishaps on the rise
| Kills animals despite 'good safety record’

By Morshed Ali Khan and Masud Arif

Titas Gas claims to have a
good salely record since its in-
ceplion. but the Fire Service
and Civil Defence sources say
they have been tackling more
and more gas-related acci-
dents every vear.

An official in the Fire Ser-
vice preferring anonymity said
they attend at least 40 to 50
gas-related accidents every
year

The number is on the rise
lor reasons ranging from illegal
and haphazard connections to
ignorance on Lhe part of the

constuers, experts pointed
ot

FMere are places where
people connected their house-
holds with natural gas through
A rubber hosepipe from their
neighbours. the official at the
Fire department alleged.

In the case ol the Ulan gas
accident in the city on April
| 1. which claimed eleven lives
including all members of a
family ol five, a high official of
Titas Gas disclosed that an
unauthorised connection had
been detecied earlier by the
departiment.

"W served the customer

with a show-cause notice on
Scplember 29, 1985. He later
prayed to us that he would rec-
lily the situation in accordance
with the Sp-cl:':tifatmns the
official said.

Following last week's
tragedy, it was revealed that
the said line remained as it
was for more than a decade,
resulting in the fatal accident
happened.

"We have no leam to inspect
such cases excepl our revenue
collectors. Random safety
checking is totally non-exis-
lent.” said a senior official of
Tilas Gas.

“‘We only act when a citizen
lodges a complaint about an
unscrupulous user,” he added.

About revenue collection,
he said the Titas Gas company
has lodged some six hundred
cases with various courts to
realise several crore taka from
defaulters.

Surprisingly., the 200 or so
contractors authorised by Titas
Gas to carry out gas installation
works in the city in many
cases lail to conform lo set
standards and procedures.

Experts also cast doubts

aver the proper mixing of
Marcaptan. an organic com-
pound. at the City Gate level
which controls the distribution
ol gas to the consumer supply
network.

International standards re-
quire that this chemical com-
pound be mixed with the
odour-free natural gas to make
it slightly smelly for easy
recognition.

"The idea of mixing Mar-
captan with the natural gas.”
said a professor of the
Bangladesh University of Engi-
neering and Technology,” is to
allow leaks to be detected
easily through smell."

The mixing of the organic
compound is not done prop-
erly, feared experts and offi-
cials of the Fire Service de-
partment.

At the user level, most peo-
ple abuse the flat charge policy
of the gas services, incurring
financial losses as well as ex-
posing themselves to personal
risk,

During construction work
in the city, so-called autho-

rised contractors often lay gas
See Page t2 Col 6

Dolphins in the
Ganges face
extinction

NEW DELHI, Apr 18: Blind
dolphins found in two Indian
rivers are being wiped out by
larm chemicals., fline nylon
fishing nets and dams, a zool-
ogis! said today. reports AP

Dolphins are the mirrors
ol a river s health.,” said Ravi-
ndra Sinha. who is alarmed
that hundreds of thousands of
the rare mammals have
disappeared [rom the Ganges
and the Bralhumaputra rivers.

Barety 3,500 ol the endan
gered dolphins remain in
Lthese rivers, said Sinha, a
Patna Universily Zoology pro-
fessor who is completing a
survey of the freshwater dol-
phins.

The study is sponsored by
the Indian government and the
Whale and Dolphin Conser-
vation Socliety Iin Bath.
England.

Sinha found a high content
ol DDT. a pesticide that has
been banned in industrialised

nations bul is still widely used
See Page 12 Col 4

Fresh law being drafted to
protect consumers' interest

By Special Correspondent

A lresh law Lo protect con-
suniers  interest is being
drafied by a committee ap-
pointed by the commerce min-
sl

The commiliee, headed by
a higl ollicial. has been asked
to linalise the draft and submit
it Lo the governiment by May
31

The proposed law. titled
Consumers Protection Act.
will come into force following
approval of the Cabinel and
paSsace by Parllament

The lormulauon of such a
law was initated in June last
year. A seminar in the city
September last discussed in
detail the pros and cons ol
such legislation.

Government officials, ex-
perts. representatives of lead-
ing chambers and trade bodies
attended that seminar

A well-placed source in the
Mindstry of Conunerce said the
drafting of the new law is pre-
gressing smoothly and it is ex
pecied to be linalised within

the stipulated time

'Existing laws relating to
consumers interests will be
incorporaled in the proposed
Act to make it a comprehen-
sive and effective law.” he said.

The relevant laws currently
in operation include the
Essential Cominodities Control
Act ol 1956 the Pure Food Act
of 1959, the lodised Salt Act of
1989, the Anti hoarding Act,
the Sale of Goods Acts and
some other laws made long
ago, most ol which, especially
the Anti hoarding Act have vir
tually been rendered irrele-
vanlt, as the government
switched over to open marke!
economic policy

|ources concerned saild
that the recent price hike of
rice and some other essentials
and the crisis created over
distribution of fertiliser had
prompied the authorities to
enact a comprehensive law Lo
handle such coritical situation
"That is why the commiltee

See Page 12 Col 6
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Mother Teresa

arrives today
By Staff Correspondent

Nobel laureate Mother
Teresa arrives in Dhaka today
on a live-day visit to  Ban-
gladesh.

She will be accompanied by
three Rotlarians, her special
aide and three sisters of the
Missionaries of Charity.

Mother Teresa has been
invited by the Rotary Interna-
tional District 3280,

Bang]ade&h
n her arrival from Cal-

cutta, she will be received at
the airport by Mosharraf Hos-
sain, Rotary District Governor
and his wife.

Mother Teresa will be stay-
ing at the Home of Compas-
sion, the Missionaries of Char-
ity at Tejgaon.

She will inaugurate the first
ever Rotary Boal Hospital at
Shitalakhya river tomorrow
(April 20) and an old home re-
habilitation centre at Rajen-
drapur in Gazipur district the
next day.

Her programme in Dhaka
includes courtesy calls on the
President tomorrow and the
Prime Minister on April 22.

Mother Teresa will also at-
tend receptions to be hosted
by the Ramna Cathedral and
the Rotary International Dis-
trict 3280, and a meeting of
the Rotary Club of Dilkusha.

She is scheduled to leave
Dhaka on April 23.

1—BENEC okays

Tk 737cr
projects

The Executive Comimittee
of the National Economic
Council (ECNEC) at a meting
held at the NEC Bhaban ‘yes-
lerday approved six projects
involving a cost of Taka 737
crore, reporis BSS.

The Finance Minister M
Saiflur Rahman chaired the
meeting.

Two of the projects for gas
development are: gas infras-
tructure development project
and setting up of a supervisory
control and data acquisition
[SCADA) telecommunication
system. an official press re-

lease said.
The gas inlrastructure de-

velopment project which in-
volves an expenditure of Taka
233 crore seeks to improve
drilling and surface facilities at
the Rashidpur gas field in Syl-
het. World Bank will provide
Taka 18] crore for the project.

The project also aims at
seitng up ol a silicalege gas

Seo Page 12 Col 5

Fake registration
of SSC candidates:
Teacher arrested

JHENIDAH., Apr 19: A
school leacher was arrested
today for his alleged involve-
menl in fake regisiration of
soimme SSC candidates, reports
LINB.

He was identified as Sabed
Ali, assistant leacher of the
Madhupur High School. Hea-
dmaster of the school Shahab
Uddin went into hiding
following a warrant of arrest in
connection with the fraud.

Guardians ol two SSC can-
didates, who got enlisted to be
candidates lor the SSC
Examinations beginning to
morrow [(April 20). filed two
cases against the Leachers lor
taking money lrom 368 stu-
dents. most of whom either

See Page 12 Col 3

2 die 1n separate
accidents

By DMCH Correspondent

Two unidentified persons
were Kkilled in separate acci-
dents in the city yesterday.

An unknown man, aged 35,
was ran over by a bus at Mo-
hakhali crossing at 9 am while
an unknown female, 22 was
crushed under the wheels of a
running train near Uttara yes-
terday moring.

Both the bodies were sent
to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital morgue for autopsy.

Separate cases were regis
lered with respective police
stalions.



