12 The Daily Star

. T e

WB on food aid
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Bank is recommending a dis-
bursement Jevel of 1.3 bilkon
dollars in project. aid during

1995-96. Landell-Mills noted
that although the aid pledge
last year was two billion dol-
lars, the commitment level
was lower reflecting the ‘aid
pinch’.

Briefing newsmen on the
Country Economic Memoran-
dum (CEM), prepared by the
Bank for the aid club meeting
on April 24-25, Landell-Mills
praised the performance of the
Bangladesh economy while
underlining the need for
accelerating the growth rate to
make a dent on the poverty
situation.

Noting that the couniry's

economic performance has
been remarkable and is grow-

ing steadily with a strong cur-
rency. low inflation and rising

exports, he said Bangladesh is
a “good case” to put in front of
the donors.

Landell-Mills, however,
emphasised the urgent need
for accelerating growth to im-
prove the lot of the people.
About half of the population
still remain below the poverty
level and 26-27 per cent of the
people are identified as ‘hard-
core’ poor, those with a daily
food intake of less than 1800
calories.

He insisted on continuing
the ongoing reform pro-
gramme while acknowledging
that it is difficult to implement
reforms during an eléction

Zahir murder
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cused, Nurun Nahar Zaman. on

October 27 last year.

When Huq arrived yester-
tlay at the court of the Second
Additional District and Ses-
sions Judge, he was told of the

‘government’'s decision regard-
ing his withdrawal. conveved
through a letter issued by the
Ministry of Law. Justice and
Parliamentary Aflairs.

Assistant Public Prosecutor
Asaduzraman was appointed in
Hug's place.

Meanwhile, the court yes-
terday recorded the state-
ments of two more witnesses

Pulice sub-inspector Selina
Banu ol Dhanmondi police and
Ramzan Ali, driver of Zahir's
nelighbour, were also cross-ex-
amined by the defence lawvers.

year. “Clearly. there is a need
to continue the reform and ad-
justment programme and im-
proving the private sector en-
vironment,” he said. He went
on to identify a three-pronged
approach to accelerate growth:
job creating growth, human
resource development and tar-
geied programmes for the
poor including providing mi-
cro-credit facilities.

Tercan Baysan, Chief of the
Economic Unit of the WB resi-
dent mission, and Owaise
Sadaat. Chiel of Industry and
Finance. were also present al
the press briefing.

To energise the private
sector and private investment
Tercan Bayson advised radical
improvement in infrastructure
and reforms In laws affecting
private businesses,

Referring to the current in
flationary pressure from the
rising food prices and wage
hike, Bayson suggested
"prudent”™ macro-economic
and fiscal management (o re-
strain the trend. He, however,
said “still there is nothing to
be alarmed at the inflation
rate.”

The World Bank officials
agroed with a questioner that
activities in the informal sec-
tor in the country are largely
ignored in the calculations oi
economic growth.

They said they would try 1o
give attention to on-and-oil-
farm rural activities in next
year's CEM.

Nations debate
NPT's future

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 17:
The world's nations gathered
Monday to open a month-long
debate over renewing the Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty.
the flawed but vital center-
piece of global arms centrol,
reports AP,

The Llinited States and
other nuclear powers want an
indelinite and unconditional
extension of the 25-year-old
ireaty. designed to block the
spread of atomic arms.

But some in the Third
World prefer only a limited ex-
lension, and want to attach
conditions, such as greater

progress in reducing nuclear
arsenals.
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Opposition : PM
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beliel that successful imple-

mentation of the programmes

will ensure a massive uplift.

“The image of 'bottomless
basket' has changed and
Bangladesh is now being
termed as an 'emerging tiger. "~
she said and mentioned the
growing interest of foreign
entrepreneurs to invest in
Bangladesh.

The Prime Minister said
that the government had
sirengthened the country's
economy from the ruins left
behind by the autocratic
regime. She referred to the 40
per cent contribution to the
ADP frem local resources.

She asked the people to re
call the misrules of different
political parties who were in
power in the past and urged
them to give their electoral
verdict in future with due con-
sideration.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addressing a mam-
moth public meeting at the Fatullah Balur Math in

Narayvangan) vesterday

— PID phetn

Credit facility
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Abdul Hye also addressed Lhe
inaugural function.

The LGRD Minister said,
the urbanisation in our country
has taken place because of
rapid population growth, de-
clining land-man ratio. natural
calamities and inability ol the
rural economy to absorhb the
surplus population.

Talukdar said the urban
sector' s contribution 1o the
national economy is around 40
per ceit,

Alter the inaugural function,
Prof Nazrul Islam. a4 member of
Lthe panel, presented the 230
page National Programme
Document at the working ses-
sion and the participants were
divided into eight groups for
discussion on the document,
~ The document was the out-
conie of o two-vear study and
extensive survey conducted by
the seven-man panel. The
other members of the panel
are David Sim, Kenneth
Olivola, A H N A Chowdhury. M
Shamsul Huq and Prol Rosie M
Ahsan.

Experts say, 44 per cent of
the 25 million urban popula-
tion in the countiry are poor
who need financial support
which can be extended
Lthrough an Urban Poor Bank.

Nearly 10 million of the poor
live in urban slums.

Gas: Poor safety measures
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seeiny the salety matter

The awareness and safety
campaign comes under the
public relations wing. During
the current year, the officials
sdaid, nine lakh taka is being
spent for these purposes.

The Titas Gas sufiers a loss
ol TK live crore a year as a re-
sult: of negligence on the part
of its customers; the MO
rlaimed.

"People keep their burners
alight for saving a match-stick
which sometimes causes acci-
dents as well as huge financial
losses,” he added.

The Titas Gas authorities
said there are about 200 au-
lhorised contraclors working
on installation and reparation
ol the gas lines.

But experts feel that most
of these contractors are not at
all trained to carry out such
sensitive jobs.

Referring te Monday's inci-
dent at Lalbagh, a senior offi-
cial of the Titas Gas said that a
contractor was assigned to 'kill
the rising point’ of “an illegal
gas line. Apparently he did not
lollow any of the safety mea
sures to do the job, the official
added.

When contacted, Director
ol Physical Testing, BSTI.
Liakat Ali said that the de-
partment did not have any
provision to monitor or over-

see the manulacture 0 gas
equipment such as the burn-
€TS. OVENSs Or spare parts.

‘If anybody voluntarily
comes to have his equipment
tested. we carry out the neces-
sarv lests and certify accord-
ingly.” he told The Daily Star.

Besides, many consumers
complained that the campaign
made by the Titas Gas duthori
ties through electronic or
print media failed to reach the
people.

"The message is incom-
plete and presentation is too
hard for the commonman to
nunderstand,” said an user of
the Titas Gas in the Dhanmon-
di area.

Teresa
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to call on Presideni Abdur
Rahman Biswas on April 20.
She will open the first ever
Rotary floating boat hospital at
Lthe Sitalakhya river on the
same day.

Mother Teresa wili, be ac-
corded a reception by the Ro-
tary International District
3280, Bangladesh at a local
hotel on April 21.

She will also attend a re-
ception at the Cathedral at
Ramna in the evening of April
20. She will stay at the Home
of Compassion. Missionaries of
Charity, Tejgaon.

Banking sector
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As a result. the fimance min-
ister said ithe banking sector
had lailed Lo adeguately con-
tribute Lo the development of
dgriculture, industry and other
sectors of the economy

He. however, hoped that
the directors of the new bank
would take due care of peo-
ple s deposits,

PBL. is ene of the seven
new private banks approved by
the governmeni last year,
established its first branch in
the capital and started opera-
tion yesterday

Reminding the greal re
sponsibility of the bankers to
the people, the finance minis-
ier also said, the main capital
of 4 bank is the confidence of
tiiw customers and depositors.

Referring to the loan de
faulters. Saifur Rahman said
that only a limited number of
peaple are engaged in sueh

W aciivities and the whole society

can not be blamed for this.

He termed the donors ad-
vice to inject fund into the ail-
ing banking sector through
budgetary allocations as a
superficial’ way to address the
problem. Why should the poor
taxpavers pay money to restore
the health of your banks, he
asked the bankers present atl
the ceremony.

Khorshed Alam said he was
happy that a new private bank
was set up after about 12 years.
He reminded the bankers of
Lheir responsibility to the peo
ple and said, "vou will always
have Lo remember that you are
dealing with peoples money”,

"From the day one. we will
keep an eye on the functioning
of the new bank.” he cau
tioned. "Keep it in mind that
voil are dealing with people’s
morey

Mujibnagar Day
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terdav. Wreathis were placed at

the Mijibnacar Swurili Shaudha
at 10 un veslerday.

'l programme include
holding of a tair at the famous
‘Ammrakanon’ and staging cul-
tural shows highlighting the
significance of the Day. Poetry
and patriotic songs of 197]
was presented at the function,

A meeling was also held
there. Syeda Johra Tajuddin,
Kamruzznman and other lead-
ers spoke o Hhie occasion.
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| Manzur murder

court due to non-availability of
police escort’. Their lawyers
filed the bail petitions on their
behall. .

Quoting jail authorities, an
Assistant Commissioner
(Prosecution) told the court
that the accused could not be
produced before the court be-
cause police escort was nol
available on time. The defence
lawver termed it a ‘lame ex-
CLTSeE

The court set May 2 as the
next date ol hearing of the
much talked-about case and
directed the government to
produce the accused in court
on that day,

2 sisters burnt
From Page |
350 1hatched houses [ire ser-
vice sources said
More than one thousand
people became shelterless due

Shantibahin fires

on security men

today when a group of Shan-
tibahini men. violating the
ceasefire. ambushed and fired
Oon a security patrol at
Mohalchhari under Khagra-
chhari hill district.

Pabna Chamber
dissolved

PABNA. Apr 17; The execu.
Live committee of the Pabna
Chamber of Commerce and
Inddustiry ([PCCIH) has been dis-
<ived] o charee of corn
A olicial order said today, re-
peis LUNE. -

A Commerce Ministry noti-
lication reaching here today
said the ministry dissolved the
| 8-member body as per prowi-
sions of Section 10 (1) of the

the devastating fire, police Trade Organisations
sl Ordinance. 1961
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