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Imran Khan's crusade

LAHORE. Apr 16
Pakistan's cricket
hero-turned-so-
cial reformer lm-
ran Khan laun-
L e vhed Saturday a
progiamuie o spread literacy
in the country. reports AFP.
lmran, speaking at a news
conference here. called his
plan a "crusade against igno-

rance.” stressing that there
was no political motive behind
it _

The 42-year-old former
captain, who led Pakistan to

victory in the 1992 Werld Cup,
said his "National Education
Movement (NEM) would set up
primary education .cenires
throughout the country with
help from local people.”

This is his second social
uplift project since retiring
from cricket after the World
Cup triumph. Earlier, he has
built a cancer hospital here
with money raised from the
public.

Millions of counirymeén gave
donations worth more than

agalnst ignorance

four bilion dollars during his
nationwide fund-raising cam-
paign for the hospital, con-
structed in memory of his
mother, who died of colon
cancer in 1985.

IMRAN KHAN

The impressive public re-
sponse, coupled with his peri-
odical articles in the national
press over political and admin-

istrative ills in the country,
sparked speculation that the
cricket hero had political am-
bitions.

But, he said like the caner
hospital, the educational pro-
gramme was "free from" any
political motive, reiterating
that he had no political aims.
"One can serve the nation
without being involved in poli-
tics."”

Imran was recently quoted
as saying he was considering
‘comi out of his cricket re-
tirement. But the unmarried
sports star subsequently de-
nied the report.

He criticised Pakistan's
"discriminatory” educational
system with its different stan-
dards for the rich and the
poor, leading to eréation of a

"privileged class.”
Imran called for enhanced
budget for education in

Pakistan, which has a low lit-
eracy rate ol 27 per cent in a
population of 130 million and
spends only around two per
cent of GDP on education.

Azhar's men return home

Pakistan still haunt Indians

BOMBAY, Apt 16:
e triumphant
Indi.:m cricket te-
am llew into Bo-
nibay this morn-
ing aller crow-
rubiee 1l msel os ‘desert kings”
alter a gap ul seven years by
winning the lour-nation Asia
Cup for the fourth time in
their five-edition history in the
United Arab Emirates of
Sharjah on Friday. reports PTI.

An enthusiastic bunch of
supporiers were present at the
international airport to !.’ITEEl
the victorious team members
with garlands lor winning the
title for the third successive
time and claiming a crown at
Sharjah for the lirst time since
their last title-triumph in the
‘87-88 Sharjah Cup.

Talking to PTI on arrival, an
obviously tired skipper
Mohammed Azharuddin and
cricket manager Ajit Wadekar
expressed happiness over the
Judian team's show and also
brushed aside India's compre-
hensive defeat against Pakistan
~In Thé round-robin phase.

Asharuddin,

who stecred

India to an eight-wicket win
over Sri Lanka in the final with
a masterly innings of 90 not
out which fetched him the
man-of-the-match award to
boot. said about the 97-run
loss to arch-foes Pakistan, "It
does not matter. That's a game,
The Cup matters”. -

When queried whether the
Indians were confident of beat-
ing Pakistan after the heavy
defeat suffered at their hands
in the league phase had the
latter made the final. the

indian skipper who topped the
batting average, retorted by

Cute handball

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Ansars beat
Dhaka Wanderers Club by 26-
16 goals in the Cute premier
handball league plaved al the
court adjacent to the Dhaka
Stadium, yvesterday.

The winners led the first
hall 15-6.

Ralig netted 12 guals for
TR uuimrh .

aaking "Why not?”

His uptimllm obviously ig-
nored the fact that India have
not upstaged their bitter rivals
in the finals held in cricket's
desert outpost since the last-
ball six hit by the irrepressible
Javed Miandad which had
guided Pakistan to a sensa-
tional win in the Australasia
Cup final of '85-86.

It started a run of four suc-
cessive defeats for India
against their neighbours —
with the last one being in the

'93-94 Australasia Cup final °

lost by Azhar himsell as cap-

tain.
Azharuddin hailed the team

elfort and said it was instru-
mental in the team's success
this time around. "Everybody
played their part. It was never
an individual show”, he added.

He also did not fail to praise
the batting efforts of man-of-
the-tournament Navjot Singh
Sidhu, which he described as
"very good”, and his deputy
Sachin Tendulkar who
notched the only century in
the four-nation tournamemnt in-
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No change in
Windies line-up

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados.
Apr 16: West Indies selectors
named an unchanged 13-man
sipuad on Saturday for the third
Test against Australia starting
in Trinidad ou April 21, re

| ports Reuter.

They have kept faith with
out-of-form opener Stuart
Williams., who has managed
just 58 runs in the first two
Tests and who has yet to score
a Test half-century in eight
Tests.

West Indies, one down in
the four-match series. also re-

tain left-arm spinner Rajindra
Dhanraj and middle order
batsman Shivnarine Chander-
paul who have not yet played
against Australia.

The home side lost the first
Test by 10 wickets while the
rain-hit second Test was
cdrawn.

SQUAD: Richie Richardson
(captain). Stuart Williams,
Brian 'Lara. Carl Hooper,
Jimmy Adams, Keith Arthur-
ton, Junier Murray, Winston
Benjamin, Curtly Ambrose,
Courtney Walsh, Kenneth Ben-
jamin, Rajindra Dhanraj, Shiv-

narine Chanderpaul. |
India in need of
another Kapil

COIMBATORE, Apr 16: [:-
spite the good Yy
lt]:: Indian cricket team this
season during which it won
three tournaments, former
Test opener Krishnamachari
Srikkanth feels that the team
needs an all-rounder of the
calibre of Kapil Dev to become
a formidable unit, reports PTI.

The absence of a genuine al-
rounder, who could score a

few vital runs, was being felt in

the lower middle order. espe-
cially in the one-day games.
the dashing opener. whoe was
here in connection with the
Coimbatore Stock Exchange's
second anniversary, told PTI.
The void left by Kapil Dev's
retirement was very much evi-
dent and it would be hard to
find a substitute for him. How-
ever, in course of time, the

learn would have to find one.
To a question on the Indian

leam's bowling
Srikkanth said skipper
Azharuddin himself had felt

the need for another strike

bowler. Srinath looked promis-

ing but he would take some

Lime to mature. There was.
however.

bowler like Wasimn Akranm.
Sa il

Tailenders
frustrate
Aussie bowlers

BASSETERRE. 5t Kitts, Apr
|6: Australia received some
unexpected late-order resis-
tance fromm a West Indies sec-
ond-level squad on a rain-hit
opening day of a three-day
match here Saturday, reports
AFP,

Nehemiah Perry took an
unbeaten 52, reaching his half-
century off 79 balls in 92 min-
utes, lifting the hosts to 209
for eight at the close. He is
partnered with Otis Gibson in
a frustrating ninth-wicket
stand of 3] that endured a 70-

minute rain break in the I'ina!
session.

The Jamaican off-spinning
all-rounder pguided the West
Indies away from a precarious
110 for six after veteran fast
bowler Carl Rackemann cap-
tured three wickets for 42
runs off 15 overs to engineer
the middle-order collapse.

Two wickets to Mark Waugh
sent the hosts crashing to 39
for three after they chose to
bat., He had discarded Tes!
opening batsman Sherwin
Campbell lbw for five that
spanned 55 minutes and Keith

resources.

still a need ior a
lie

Frazier bags women s title

led Andre Agas-
si' s debut as the
world No 1. out-
slugging him 6-3.
G-4 ":mulny in the final of the
Japan Open. reporis AP.
Flil_’fit][_{ in chilly winds be-
fore nearly 10,000 spectators,
many of them cheering for
Agassi. Courier set up match
point with a backhand lob just
over his opponent and then

claimed viclory when Agassi
sent a lorehand long.

Agassi had saved one previ-
ous match point on his own
serve at 3-5 in the second set,
blasting an inside out cross-
court forehand past Courier.

Agassi, who has been trou-
bled by a back strain since
Davis Cup preparations last
month, was in no danger of
losing his ranking. Fellow
American Pete Sampras, who
headed the rankings for 82
weeks until last Monday, lost
two days later in the second
round of a tournament. in
Barcelona, Spain. :

“1 feel like 1 didn't play
great today by any means,”
Agassi said. "Some had to do
with the back, some had to do
with conditions and the wind.
and a lot had to do with Jim
and the way that he was play-
in

gHe added: “You tan't he ca-
sual or lackadaisical or com-
promise your movement with
Jim. He's one of the best play-
ers in the world. 1 felt like the
odds wee a little bit against me
going oul there just based on
the flatigue factor. my back.
and the conditions.”

Courier, a former No 1 who
had gone more Lhan 10
months without beating a Lop
tenn player, reached the final
here by beating [ellow
American Michael Chang,
ranked sixth, in the semifinals.

He collected 156,000 dol-
lars for the victory.

Agassi, who came into the
final with a 30-2 match record
and three singles titles this
vear. will go home with
82,100 dollars. Because of his
back strain, he already had
said Saturday that he was
skipping the coming week's
wurnament in Hong Kong for a
few weeks of rest and treat-
ment.

Courier now has won seven
of his |1 meelings with Agassi,
but the two had not played
sind’ Cotifier’ woni' in fhe
quarterfinals ol the US Opeg
in 1992 .-
~ lle broke Agassi in the sec-
ond game, but Agassi broke
back twice for a 3-2 lead. Then
Courier broke twice. gaining
the key break on a passing
sho! down the line, and served
oul Lhe first set.

In the second set, Courier’s
service break in the first game
held up and he almost broke

in for the match at 3-5.

At 5-4, he came back from
15-30 with a deep forehand

Paitoon Asian U-21
snooker champ

Sports Reporter

Faitoon Polboon of Thailand
beat Farhan Mirza of Pakistan
B-5 to win the 2nd Asian un-
der-21 snooker championship
1995 beld in Brunei from April
| to B, says a press release.

In the semifinals, Farhan

Mirza beat Wong Kok Wai of

Malaysia 6-0 and Paitoon Pol-
boon beat Marvin Lim of Sin-
gipore G-2.

Some 28 players from 8
couniiries participated in this
chautipionship,

anl angled volley combination,
hit a winning lob and watched

an Adgassi forehand fly long.

In the women's final,
Frazier saved two set points in
the first set and one in the
second as she foiled Kimiko
Date’s attempt for a fourth
straight Japan Open champi-

Date. took this year's title with
a 7-6 (7-5)., 7-5 triumph in
one hour, 40 minutes.

The second-seeded Ameri-

can pounded deep backhands
and Date, seeded first, scored

with sharp angles.

Sening at 5-6 in the first
. Frazier survived two set

American Amy Frazier makes a well- stretched backhand
return against Iapans Kimiko Date during their lean
Open tennis final in Tokye yesterday. Frazier won the match

7-6, 7-5

onship.
Frazier, who lost in last
yrar's Japan Open final to

Medina wins
WBC crown

MIAMI, Apr 16 : Manuel
Medina of Mexico scored a
unanimous decision over
Colombia's Juan Polo-Perez in
a fight between former world
champions Saturday night, re-
ports AP,

The 12-round bout was for
the vacant World Boxing
Council Latin American feath-
er m-M":wm_r.;—

Medina. a former interna-
tional Boxing Federation feath-
erweight champion. survived a
deep cut above the lefl eve late
in the fight to improve his
record to 50-6. Polo-Perez. an
ex-IBF bantamweight cham-
pion, is 36-11-2. There were
no knockdowns.

Two judges scored the fight
118-108 and the third had
Medina winning 119-107.

Polo-Perez had points re-
moved in the eighth and ninth
rounds for hitting below the
belt. Ironically, Polo-Perez
managed to land solid rights to
stagger Median after both
point deductions in what were
his strongest rounds of the
fight.

In the 10th, Polo-Perez's
punches opened a cut above
Medina's right eye. Polo-Perez
managed to shorten the dis-
tance from his taller opponent
to score more consistently
than earlier in the fight.

Medina used his height and
reach advantage to outscore
Polo-Perez through the first
half of the fight. Lead left jabs
followed by rights enabled
Medina to land repeated com-
binations.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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— AFP/UNB photo

points at 15-40 on two errors
by Date, the World No 8.

In the tibebreak, Frazier,
ranked 18th, jumped to a 6-3
leacl. Date saved two set points
before netting a backhand.

Date led 5-4 in the second
set and had one set point that
Frazier saved with a forehand
down the line.

Frazier then fought ofl two
break poirfts at 15-40 on a
Date error and a backhand
winner, held serve and broke

Date, taking the match with a |

powerful backhand serve re-

turanynManf:'

F razier, v 1mprmred

match remrd“‘fnr the :ar’*"‘lﬁ‘““

13-6. received 25,000 dullars.
Date. who is 18-3 with one
tournament title and one run-

ner-up finish this vear. re-
ceiv 12.000 dollars.

Frazier said she tried to be
more patient that in her match
with Date last year, when she
sometimes tried to force a
point too early. and that Date
made a few more errors than
usual.

“l just tried to play those
[set) points like any other
points. If you lose, go on to the
third set and see what hap-
pens,” she added. “I just tried
not to let her get a lot of
games in a row, Once she gets
momentum, she hits a lot of

winners”
Date said. “her balls are

very fast and deep. It's very
difficult to hit back down the
line. | think she played better
than 1 did.”

In the men's doubles final,
top seeds Mark Knowles of the
Bahamas and Jonathan stark of
the United States beat the
fourth seeds, John Fitzgerald
of Australia and Anders Jarryd
of Sweden, 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (7-5).

@
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| Graf moves into
Houston final

HOUSTAN, Texas, Apr 16!
World number one Steffi Graf

'remained unbeaten for the

year here Saturday, dispatch-
ing fellow German Sabine Hack
6-2, 6-2, to reach the finals of
the 430,000-dollar WTA .
Houston championship, re- :
poris AFP. |

Graf needed only 75 mln+ ~
utes to eliminate the sixth .
seed and secure a place in
Sunday's 79,000-dollar final |
against Sweden's Asa Carlsson,
who ousted Germany's Meike
Babel 6-4, 6-3 in the other
semifinal. ; .

Graf, now 17-0, has won ti- |
tles at Paris, Delray and Key .
Biscayne and is one match
away from taking another
cruwn in he:r 1995 clay court

Muétef takes
Conde gf
Godo title

BARCELONA, Apr 16:

JAusiria’'s Thomas Muster won

his 19th consecutive final on a’
clay court Sunday, defeating
Sweden's Magnus Larsson 6-2,
6-1. 6-4 in the Conde de Godo
ATP tournament, reports AP.

The win in the final gave
the 27-year-oid a ‘“ﬁ%
title on clay since the r
began in 1990. Twenty-five of
26 professional .titles are on
clay and he is 16-0 in matches

this season ol surface.
No 9 in the

Muster, seec
ournament and 17th in the
world. easily beat the 25-year-
old Larsson with his consistent
ground stroke., Larsson was
seeded seventh in the tourna-
ment and No 12 in the world.
Muster and Larsson came to
the fore when top-seeded
American Pete Sampras and
No 2 seed Sergi Bruguera — a
claycourt specialist like Muster
— fell in early round matches.
The victory was the third
this season for Muster in a
claycourt event with a win last
week. in Estoril, Portugal, and
earlier in Mexico City. .
"Maybe you didn't like me
in the beginning when [ played
against (Spaniard Carlos)

Costa. but 1 hope you respect

me now.’ Muster said
Tyson signs
deal for
new home

LAS U‘E{_,Aﬁ ﬂ.pr lﬁ: Hﬂﬂll'.'r '
Mike Tysgn bas sigoed the

Papcls
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The 11.000-square- fuut
(4. 160-square metre)] home,
which is patterned aiter a
French castle, is located on
Tomivasu Lane just a short dis-

tance from Newton's ranch
and palatial Southern- ltyll:
mansion.

Tyson. who has been in Las
Vegas since March 31, has
been living in the house for the
past week, a source close to
the deal said Friday. Movers
were seen carrying in furniture
Wednesday, and reports of the
pending deal have circulated
all week.

Tyson was released from an
Indiana prison March 25 after
serving three years of a 6-year
sentence for rape. He had been
staving at the MGM Grand
Hotel where he has a 2, 1/2
year contract 1@ conducl his
fights at the | billion dellars
gambling resort.

During the past two weeks,
he's been spotted shopping at
the Forum Shops at Caesars
Palace and walking through
the MGM Grand Theme Park
with his girlfriend, Monica
Turner.
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