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Israel lifts Hebron curfew : . Nt

army on Saturday lfted a curfew imposed on Lhe m*{*upwd
West Bank town of Hebron for the start of the Jewish

passover heliday on Friday. a military spokesman said. AFP
repbrts from Hebron.

The curfew applied only to Palestinians and not to Israell
settlers living in nnd around the town. It was imposed for
“security reasons.” the army said without elaborating.

ChenYuntobecrematedm

Flags in China will be flown half-stalfl Monda
cremation of Chen Yun. considered China's mﬂl most pow-
erful man after senior leader Deng Xiaoping, AP report from
Beijing. .
Chen died last Monday of a long, undisclosed iliness. He

was 90.
The cremation was announced Sunday by tl'H: official Xin-

" hua News Agency.

Actor Carotenuto dies: Mario Carotenuto.

a prolific stage and screen character actor, has died. He was
79 Carptenuto died Friday of lung tnncr:r reports said, AP re-
ports from Rome.

Born into a family of actors, Carotenuto appeared in more
than 100 movies. Working frequently on stage as well. he was
congratulated by the German playwright Bertolt Brecht for a
1956 performance in "The Three-Penny Opera.” He is sur-
vived by a daughter, Claretta, an actress. A funeral was sched-
uled for Tuesday in Rome.

" Israeli forces kill 3 militants: e

security forces on Sunday shot dead three suspected Pales-
tinian militants in the West Bank town of Hebron, Israel radio
said, AP from Jerusalem.
The radio said no Israelis were wounded in the firefight.
The Palestinians were believed to be members of a Hamas
organisation cell that has carried out fatal attacks on Jewish
setilers in the Hebron ared in an attempt to derail the Israel-

peace accord. .

. :
ussian Navy mlgursue sub:
Russian Navy plancs plll‘huﬂd an u Enttﬂ-c:d submarine near
its territorial waters, Interfax news agency said on Saturday.
citing a Russian military official, AF’F r:poﬂs from Moscow.
The planes. from Russia's Pacific fleet. tracked the sub for

five hours on Friday as it cruised near Russia's territorial wa-

ters in the Sea ol Japan. the agency said.

L - -

4 knifed to death in Tamil Nadu.
Four people were knifed to death in India's southern state of
Tamil Nadu as violence erupted following Friday's bomb blast
in the state capital Madras, the United News of India (UN

said on Saturday. Reuter reports from New Delhi.
LINI said the people were killed late on Friday an on Sat-
« urday during sporadic outbreaks of violence across the state,
believed to be related to the bomb blast. Two people died in
Frtrl‘n 5 ’rmmhinL of the offices of the right-wing Hindu
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Mﬂf :)E : Pﬁ n-Belsen honoured:

45 Dutch Jewish children in the con-
eentration camp at Bergen-Belsen was honoured on Saturday
in Ainsterdam belore many of those who owed her their lives.
AFP reports from Amstardam. -
Luba Fredrick. dubbed the Angel of -Bergen-Belsen, re-
ceived the humanitarian aid Silver Medal, issued only by royal

decree. at a ceremany in front of Amsterdam's City Hall.

Noted Tamil scholar dies:

Notv(l Tamil scholar and savant, Kundrakudi ., Sri Deiva
Sigaimani Arunachala Desikar, died of a massive heart attack at
a privide hospiial in Madurai lale Saiurday ni,ghL He was 5‘9
PTI PEPOrts o .Hid'ui‘ﬂi \

RqadmxshapclaunlemSeoul

Ten members ol two lamilies were Kkilled and two olhers
were seriously injured yesterday when their cars collide
head-on. on a provincial highway. the Yonhap news agency
said. AFT. reports lrom Seoul.

ROK cleric ends DPRK trip: -

glous leader who made a controversial visit to North Korea
walked across the heavily armed border Sunday to face police
questioning and possible arrest, AP reports from Seoul.

An Ho-sang, 93. head of South Korea's Daejong Kvo. an
indigenous religion that worships the Korean nation's mvtheo-

‘logical father Tangun, and his chiel secretary. Kim Sun-jok,

‘entered North Korea on Tuesday despite governmen! objec-

- «
Burundi leader killed:
The deputy commander ‘of guerillas battling the Burundl army
in the outskirts of the capital was killed on Saturday while
riding a motor-cycle disguised as a woman. government
sources said vesterday, Reuter reports from Bujumbura.

The man. known as Juma. was shot dead in the capital's
Kinaina area. He was deputy leader of the guerilla forces
operaling in north Bujwinbura. the sources said.

Rao ends Maldives Viﬂiﬂmmm-r

Noarastmli Rao Sunday ended a two-day visit to the Maldive is-
Enuds where e opened a hospilal donated by India. Reuter
roports from Mabe. @

. Rao and Muldivian President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom
opwined the 30 million dollars Indira Gandhi Memorial hospi-
tal. @ ﬂ,iﬁ presenied by former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

M(:Caﬂ:?vtoviﬁtm
G:nﬂarrvﬂﬂtfnﬂ’rﬂ chief of the US army southern com-

mand headquartiered in Panama. will visit Brazil next week to
tighten military relations between the two countries, Xinhua
reports fromn Rio De Janeiro.

McCaffrey is in charge of US military relations with all
Latin American nations. During the visit. the two countries

will sign an agreement under which the Brazilian army will
give Lochnical assistance o the US army in the area of tropi-
e TR TR TR

7 die in Sierra Leone violence:‘

Seven people have been killed in clashes between Sierra
Leone government forces and rebels of the Revolutionary
United Front (RUF). according to military statements issued
in Freetown Saturday. AFP reports from Freetown.

.Five rebels were killed and several others injured as gov-
emment woops launched a "successful attack™ to destroy a
recently-established RUF base near Masiaka around 80 kilo-
mlﬁﬂnﬂeﬂraﬂn{mm the military said. '

film director dies: s

. one of the leading figures in Portuguese
l:h\-em.l dﬂdnnFrﬂljaﬂdetﬂlhnlntﬂtde

AFF reports from Lisbon.

“There are two names in Portuguese cinema. Manuel de
Oliveira.and Antonio Lopes Ribeiro.” the Daily Publico said on
Saturday in an obituary, adding that Ribeiro was "a rebel and
respectful iconeclast.”

5 hurt in S Lebanon violence: -

people including three pro-lsraeli militiamen were wounded
in fighting between the Jewish state's forces and Hesbollah
guerrillas in South Lebanon on Saturday. AFP reports from

The lranian-backed Hezbollah fired mortars at 4 South Le-
banon Army (SLA) militia position in Toumet Niha in the
north of Israel’'s sell-declared "security zone.” wounding three
SLA militiamen. security officials said. One guerilla was also
injured. they said

Yeltsin returns to MosScCOW: president Boris
Yelsin returned to Moscow Sunday after a three-week
vacation. his office said. AP reports from Moscow.

Yeltsin spent his vagation in the Northern Caucasus resert
of Kislovodsk and the Black Sea coastal town of Sochi. He
plans to return to work in the Kremilin on Monday.

HAGHDAD, Apr 16: Iraq has

rejected a UN  offer to sell A
hillion dollars  wotth of uil 10
buy tuidd and medicine. opting
instead to launch a huge anti-

American propaganda cain-
paign, reports AP. = 3
Fhivusands  of preuple,

mostly government employees.
staged 1wo ngisy demonstra-
tions Saturday in the Iraqi
capital. rallies reminiscent of
those in the days before the
1991 Persian Gulf War.

Demonstrators in business
suits marched through the
streets holding placards with
photos of President Saddam
Hussein and banners denounc-
ing the United States and the
United Nations.

* 1 think the voices of the
masses have expressed the
Iraqi stand.” parliament
speaker Sadi Mahdi
told  Associated Frr.un Televi-
sion at one protest. ~ What you
have heard from the pmplc is
rejection to Lhis decision.”

The leaders of Saddam's
ruling Baath party. meanwhile,
unleashed a diatribe against
the Clinton administration.

- "We
war against Satan - America un-
til our victory.” said Abdul

Gani Abdul Ghafoor; chief of

the Baghdad chapter.”

Both demonstrations ap-
peared organised by the gov-
ernment.

The UN
voted Friday
sell up to 2 billion dirs worth
of oil over 180 days to get
money. Part of the proceeds
wollld be used for humanitar-
ian needs. Iraqis are suffering
deep privations under the UN
Ll"ﬂdf: sanctions impused aller

Security Council

Saleh

need to fight the hnljr :

to allow Iraq to

International

Iragis stage anti-US rally

Irag’s 490 iy asinn ol Kuwait.
A State Department
spokeswoman in Washington,

_Julie Resdie, said Iraq had yet

to deliver an official reply. “We
hope the Iragi government, in
the interest of its own citizens,
will accept the resolution and
its provisions,” she said. .
Iraq. however, wants the

sanctions lifted completely

something unlikely to happen
soon. Washington maintains
Saddam" has yet to fully com-

ply with UN terms set alter _:

the Guilf War. :
UN s inspectors this
menth reported that Baghdad
may be working on war-
fare agents in defiance of UN

reésolutibns that ban it from

stockpiling, developing or us-
ing weapuns of mass d:at.ruc-
tion.

Iraq refused a 1991 pro- .

posal for a similar oil sale,

charging that conditions at-

tacked infringed on its
sovereignty. Officials raised the
same objections to the new of-
fer.

“The new rcsnlutinn is
worse and more dangerous
than previous resolutions .
which Iragq had a strongly re-
jected,” the ruling Revolution-
ary Command Council, which
met with Saddam, sald Satur-
day before lhe demonstra-
tions.

On Sunday the cnuncll
formally rejected the proposal.
The council had said the pro-
posal was to be presented to
the parliament and it was not
immediately clear if Sunday's
statement obviated that vote:
in any case, the parliament
has never challenged Saddam’s
- tlecisions.

Imql muzena on bﬂturdav LN Baghdﬂd Ehnw thﬂlr 0
a UN resolution alluwmg Baghdad to ex

Baghdad reJ UN [ offer |

tmn

dﬂlldl‘b worth of oil each quarter to pay for fu-ud and
m-.-dlclne, and renew their support for Saddam Hussein.

e AFPFUNB phﬁtﬂ

Colombo allows fuel mto

COLOMBO .. Apr 16 Ending
a flve-vear vinbareo. the gov-
ernnient Suidlay allowed peo-
ple 1o carry petrol and diesel
to rebel-held lerritory in
northern Sri Lanka. military
officials sald. .reports AP.

“"People now iake the
hannﬁi fuel in botiles and
cans.” said officials on condi-
tion of monymity. The. gov-

rying guns. ammunition and
conipisses to rebel-held areas.

Abot 800,000 Tamils have
becn living in the rebel-con-:

British MP to
meet Suu Kyi

BANGKOK. Apr 16 :

Proimi-

nent British Parliacnnemiacvian -

ernuient 3 yet to lermally an-'~ and. Liberal RQemovrat leloy

nounce M lifting ol lhi.' I;l‘-
SIFIC O,

Presideint Lh.lnr.trll-w.
Kumaratunga last week agreed

lo ease the embargo on fuel

amd lishing as lurther conces-
sions Lo the rebels.
KRuinaratunga mel a major

demamd by the guerillas but

accused them ol delaying dis-
cussions on a political settle-
mwent lor the |1-year ethnic
will 10 syueeze more military
concessions from the govern-
Lieal.

The lour round ol Lalks be-
lween the government and the
rcbels so lar have focussed on
econoinic reliefs to the
minority Tamils.

The soctalist coalition won
elections last year on a pledge
o end the war. It has lifted an

euhargo on 48 ol 50 items,
inchuding fertiliser and batter-

s which e mililary - argued
vonald be used 1o improvise ex-
plosives.

There i~ still a ban on car-

- David Steel imtends o 100t

Myanmar dissidenl leader
Aung San Suyu Kyl in July 1o
honour®her pro-democracy ef-
forts. a dailv reporied today,

says AFP.
Steel sald here Saturday
that "l trust ithat ({the Yangon

junta) will allow ne Lo visit in
July when her unjustilied five
years of house arrest are-due Lo
end.” Lhe Sunday Nation
quoted him as saying.

He added that he would
present Aung San Suu Kyi with
his party s Liberal International
Prize for freedom. the paper
reported.

Democrats thruughnul the
world salute her courage ‘and
determination.” he said of the
Nobel Peace Prize-winner. who
has been under house arrest
since July 1989,

"She could easily have taken
the option ol leaving her
country and joining her family
in Britain,” hl‘" was quoted as

saving.

nporth

LTTE-held territory

.lrﬂ'ﬂt'll Jallna Peninsula with-

out electricity, gasoline
telephore for four vears.

Fishing is allowed in the sea
and lagoons in the mainland.
Bui the lishermen are prohib-
ited (o enter the waters within
a two mile radiums of military
installations, government offi-
cials said. i

0Or

The gaierillas Lare fightling
for a separate homeland in the
arl east. More than
34.000 people have died in
the ethnic conflict,

Kumaratunga is yet to ac-
cept the rebel demand to re-
move a strategic military base
in the north. She has also not
responded to a request by the
guerillas that they be allowed
to carry arms o the mainland.

A government minister and
leader ol the main coalitinn

partner in her government has

threalened 10 quit in case she

allowed the rebels to carry
arms in the east,

“If that happens. we will
be lorced to quit the govern-
vt Mohamed Ashrofl of
the Sri Lanka Muslim

Congress was quoted by the
sunday Leader newspaper as

rrhtlu accuse Sri
Lanka's majority Sinhala popu-
lation of widespread discrimi-
natlion in jobs and education.

Afghans in the northern provincial l.:lpll:ll ‘I’-lnqln begin !.hc cieanup of their bazaar on
Thursday after it was bombed by Russian jets flying from bases in neighbouring Tajikistan,
Some 100 civilians were killed and 120 more wounded in what was believed to be a reprisal
raid for alleged Afghan support for armed Tajik opposition groups fighting the Russian-

backed neo-communist regime based in Dushanbe.

— AFP!UNB photo

Lbl llﬂ'ﬂ o

Gaddaﬁ to accept

UN probe into
Lockerbie affair,

TRIFOLL, Apr lo; Libyan
leader Colonel Moamer Gaddalfi
on Saturday said he would ac-
cept a UN probe into the de-
struction of a US airliner over
Lockerbie, Scotland in 1988,

for which the United States

and Britain have charged two
Libyans. reports AFP.

"Libya accepts the principle
that the United Nations should
resolve problems among states
and we do not fear an enquiry.”
Gaddali declared in a speech.

The Libyan news agency

JANA said he was speaking on
the ninth anniversary of a US
‘air raid on Tripeli and the
coastal city of Benghazi that

killed 37 people, including
Gaddafi's five-year-old adopted
~daughter.

Oman denies
sending troops
to Bahrain

DUBAI.
denied sending troops to the
Gulf island state of -Bahrain,
where there have been anti-
government pmte:ta in, recent
months.

Apr 16: Oman has

“These reports are not

true. There is no Omani force
of any ‘kind pregent in
Bahrain.” the official Oman
news agency on Saturday
quoted Omani Information
Minister Abdulaziz bin
Mochammad Al-Rowass as say-

ing.

. UNITA backs
talks to end
Angolan crisis

LUANDA., Apr 16: WUNITA

leader Jonas Savimbi real-
firmed his backing Saturday
for a political solution to end
fighting between his rebels
and the Angolan government, a
UN mission in Angola said, re-
ports AFP

The UN body said ‘Savimbi
had recognised UNITA's loss
in 1992 elections during
meetings Friday with the UN
representatjve to Angola.
Alioune Blondin Beye. and
Amara Essy. the president ol

the UN al Assembly
After Friday's rm-tﬂn!wnh

UN officials in the Zairean
town of Gbadolite. Essy told
AFP that Savimbi would meet
with Angolan leader Edu:rdn
dos Santos "very soon.”

A face-to-face meeting be-
tween the two leaders would
be the first since the Angolan
civil war erupted in 1992

Conference on N-arms opens in NY today

PARIS. Apr 16: More than
170 countries will open a
month-long Nuclear Weapons
Conlerene loday in New
York with the goal. shared by
the world's flive declared nu-
clear powers. ol stopping their

Treaty (NPT] will
through May 12 at UN head-

o mark the expira-
ton of the 25-year pact and
decide whetlher to extend it

indefinitely or for one or more

periods.
Four of the five nuciear

powers Britain. France. Russia

and Lhe United Stales are
seeking indelinite. uncondi-
tional extension of the NPT,
The fifth. China. has not yet
officially stated its position but
is leaning towards a renewable
extension of another 25 years.
According 1o experts of the
four countries backing open-
ended extension. that solution
would banish the specter of
nuciear war. whether partial or

gobal
it alse would reinforce
other treaty aspects. they aft

gue. such as the obligation to
negotiate disarmament. as well
as sharing information on

peaceful uses of atomic energy

with non-nuclear states.

A vocal minority of non-nu-
clear countries already have
weighed in favouring a limited
extension of the treaty, striv-
ing for deeper disarmament by
the nuclear big five, as the five
permanent members of the

UN Security Council are
known.
Prominent among these

countries is Indonesia. which
currently chairs the Non-
Aligned Movement, Mexico,
iran. Egypt and several other
Arab countries.

The United States and
Russia would be forced to ac-
count for all their progress in

nuclear limitation and disar-
mament since the NPT took
effect on March §. 1970.

In addition to the 1970s
SALT I and 11 eements,
which limited the number and

- strength of nuclear warheads

and missiles, Washingtem and
Moscow also would reed to
report on made in
the 1990s under the START
treaties toward significant nu-
clear disarmament.

Thiey will offer as evidence
the beginning of negotiations
on a noclear testing ban which
could conclude at the end of
1996 and the ban on missile

materials production,

-

with
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| Rafsanjani arrives

in Delhi today

NEW DELHIL. Apr 16 :.ls-
lamic lran. isolated by fhe
West for iis lundamentalist
policies. will seek closer ties
India when President
Hashemii Rafsanjani on Monday
becomes the first Iranian

leader to visit New Delhi in ‘16

years, reports AP.
During his three-day. stajr in

‘India. Rafsanjani is scheduled

to meet with Prime Minister P
V Narasimha Rao and top In-

dian . officials to bolster eco-
nomic and political ties.

In October. Indian officials

were upset when Rafsanjani
canceled a scheduled visit at
the last moment.-

Iranian diplomats said he--

did thal because an epidemic
of pneumonic plague appeared
to be sweeping across India
and many countries had closed
their airports .and seaports to

- India.

But New Delhi qutatiuned
that excuse when Iran sent a
naval delegation to visit India
toward the end of the plague.

This time, Rafsanjani. ap-
pears determincd to imprn-.re
ties. '

“This visit will tak: placé in
vrder (o consolidate as well as
expand the relations between
the {two countries.” Rafsanjani
told the Hindu newspaper in
an inferview published Thurs-
day. S g By 3
While India is keen for ac-

cess to Central Asian markets

through Iran. Tehran wants

Indian help to modernise its .

military.

Western and Indian defense
analysts say Iran is trying to
get India'a help in adapting
fwo Russian-built submarines
for nuse in warni-water ports.
Fricdiat’s navy, whlch has ei;:hl of

these submarines. has decades
of experience in converting
the ships. which were built to

operate in (reezing tempera;
Lures,

Indias Fureign Office de-
nies any naval ceoperation, but
independent naval experts say
that New Delhi already has
guietly helped the Iraﬂianu
service their submarines.

‘Western experts say that
Iran is trying to emerge as a
premier naval power in the
Persian Gulf. ' The United -
States worries that Iran is try-
ing to become a nuclear power
and recently failed to persuade
Moscow to call off a uuclﬂar
renctur deal.

‘Russian _forces
shell Chechen
- town'

. MOSCOW. Apr 16: Russian
forces today heavily shelled the
town of Bamult, the last bastion

_held by Chechen rebets in the

independence-seeking re-
gion's ‘lowlahd. Interfax news

agency said. reports Reuter.

In a rf-p-urt from the I"tt‘:lglh
bouring Ingushetja region, it
said Russian troops did not try
to advance on Bamut. built to
resisi nuclear atiack. after be- "~
ing beaten off on Friday.

Interfax said talks between
Russian commanders and the

. elders of Bamut had f.?t_iled.

Russian forces tried to en-

-ter Bamut on Friday after a

night of heavy artillery bom-
bardment but were forced

- back by an intense counter-at- -

tack in which sevf:ral suldiers
weire Killed. '

Aumo mouh( welcome
- back Kris and baby

Former Philippine President Corazon Aquinﬂ
said yesierday that she.would welcome the return to the fam-

M#\NILA

ily of her wayward,

youngest daughter and her soon- to-be-born

baby. The Philippine Star reported. savs AFP.

"F ) .

Aquino made the com-
ments in her first television
interview to be aired Monday
on the subject of her daugh-
ter. Kris. 24, whose preg-
naney by a married man has
stirred controversy hw ! preé

deminawtly “Romsan/ Cathplic

Philippinesc Wil
“You ' an#él your I:mby you-

will always be welcome”, the

paper quoted Agquino, who

lcd the popular revolt thai

toppled the 20-year old dic-

Lnturahip of Ferdinand Mar-
cos in 1986, as saying.

"Bul definitely | will not
welcome you know who."” she
told the television show
"Firing Line",

Philip Salvador. more than

20 years Kris' senior, who is j§

referring to

§

separdted (rom his legal wife

with three children.

In the interview, the dtt‘ph Ith}...,lh'lj"r ‘hunuu said lhl:
pregnancy of Kris, a movie actress who is currently living-in
with Salvador. has caused "much pain” for her..

"l know Lhat Lhere will be a time when she will be back
and that she will finally realise that what she has dnnl: in

wrong  she addcd

Naked royal couple mnwved A

CANBERRA : A controversial sculpture of a naked Queen-
Elizabeth Il and Prince Philip was Sunday removed from pub-
lic display after three attacks which almost destroyed the

work, reports AP.

Artist Greg Taylor said he was di:guatud by the damage

done to his sc

ulpture, "Down By The Lake With Liz and Phil."

which was attacked on three consecutive nights\”
The sculpture shows the royal couple lounging naked on a
park bench — the queen with bare breasts and Phﬂip with his

legs parted.

It was installed on the shores of Lake Burley Griffin as part -
of the national capital's sculpture festival and was due to be

removed at the end of the month.

The sculpture enraged monarchists, including one who
tried Lo clothe the bodies. Taylor sajd he had received death

' Mireats because of the work.

Queen Elizabeth's head was removed in the first attack and
Prince Philip was attacked with a sledgehammer on Friday

night.

On Saturday night, Queen Elizabeth's legs were severed
and one of Prince Philip's arms was destroyed, said Neil
Roberts, coordinator of the National Sculpture Forum.

"We're talking about people attacking them with a lot of vi-
olence. nul just & casual glancing blow,” Roberts said.

‘We've lefl the park bench there as a sort of ghostly re-
minder. It's a real waste. It's really shocking.”

. -

. Alternative to tracheotomy

WASHINGTON: Brad Smith was turned into a speechless
invalid overnight when his doctor drilled a hole in his thfnat
to pump air into his disease-weakened lungs, reports AP.

His doctor didn't know there was an alternative. Now a
New Jersey physician is out to change that, sewing up pa-
tients' tracheas and helping them breathe again with a simple
polio-era machine unearthed from a museum.

Neuromuscular diseases such as Lou Gehrig's, muscular

s weaken chest muscles until victims can

get a tracheotomy — a tube in-

Icrtadﬂm:hnhdnlhdinthtthmatmﬂrcanhe

‘E

nig
5% :
i

patients

the mouth,

their lungs, they can breathe

and secretions suctioned out. The opening is vul-
lethal bacteria and patients routinely get pnewno-
. Constant care to keep the tubes

1

-invasive alternative that few doctors offer,
Bach of the
is

University of Medicine and
a 1952 machine called the
sucks air from the
cough that patients can't force

with

standard oxygen masks or with an easily learned inhaling
technique, says Bach, who travels the globe to push non-inva-

because. in the 19808, tri-

cumbersome iron lung as the stan-

, and quickly
plﬂtntldﬂ'l'lw their lungs are *

spread to other ail-



