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Swadhin Bangla Dibosh
Today. April 17, twenty years back, somethi
very crucial to the carving out of desh an
its independence togk place. The provisional
government of the Bangladesh state was pro-
claimed. It was this government that launched
the glorious Liberation War, waged it not only
against a most barbarous occupation army but in-
deed a whole world of odds, and won the day for
the Bengalee nation in the s of a more eight
months. The importance of this day as such can
never be overemphasized. The unfortunate fact is
that there hasn't been any emphasis whatsoever
on this day ' ol days, in either state or political
terms. This partly be the handiwork of a deliber-
ate and relentless campaign to undermine the
Liberation War. To blunt the fangs of suth desig-
ns, milestones in the calendar of the war — there
_being nothing higher in import than April 17 ex-
cept for [}et‘ember 16 — should be celebrated by
government and society with all the heart in it.
April 17 is great but its greatness has however

been somewhat comprdmised by a rather per-
functory naining of the day. It is not the place
Baidyanathpur in Kushtia, later called Mujib

‘for many cogent reasons, that we want to cele-
brate. It is the event — the coming into being of
the Swadhin Bangla Sarkar and the ; on
it made launc -the Liberation War and setting
adesh State and its
ideals — which are important. It would be better
the Swadhin Bangla Dibosh.
It is sad to note that the man who ehand-
edly fashiened the governnmient and guided as
supreme the whole conduct of the war to a victo-

~ rious fruition, Prime Minister Tajuddin Ahmed, is

‘remembered even on this day. Politics is,
among other things, a ca e of strange bed-
fellows. To remember that among the heroes of
Baidyanathpur was Khondokar Mushtague Ahmed
who allowed himself to be a political sanctuary to
the killers of the other four heroes of the day as
also the architect of the new state itselfl And
g{vhu read out the proclamation — one

ven such- insuperable honour as virtu-
ally announcing a new state — subsequently
crossed to the detractors of Liberation War over
the bodies of his illustrious colleagués and his
leader! Nevertheless it was truly a great thing. —
true by the est standards of any nation in the
our, of the five-member provisional
.-government preferred to be shot rather than
compromise their patriotic position. What hap-

on November 3 was antipodal to April 1?

The story of out nation is made up more of
- ;.‘ive gtﬁtude? and causes otherwise. Of
e few decigively positive and historic fe-
cund steps that afgcot the welter of negeﬁilvye po-
sitions actions, the brightest seems m be the

Apnl 17 Mujibnagar event.
‘The Plea Rw Hollow
rned to maln—

Primmie Minister u
nial atmns

oecasion of awarding
certificates to 325 meritorious students, last

.I'.ﬁtlﬂ'ﬂ&j!,. tumﬂhehcrplea It is perhaps only in -

plﬁiuimdtubenmde In-

~places that

that it should because there is -
mmcrmmstudoubtastn how sincere she is.
‘As the head of the government, and as the
has she
plea? We

have out .on sevéral occasions that she
_ should take -the toughest of measures nst-
those who use firearms in the University cam-

. puses and in other educational institutions. It is

unbelievable that our CID or other intelligence -
bodies do net have, if not ¢ but at least a

, list of those who use firearms in educa-
‘doesn't Begum Zia's gov-

ernment bring all such elements to book. Once

‘the rulj% party cleans its own house, then it au-
tomatic Téires the moral strength to go
after similar elements in—the opposition camp

without being blamed of persecution.

- We believe that a sincere pursuit of the crimi-
-nal elements in the campuses, by the government,
rought about a fundamental transfor-

- mation in the atmosphere of the academic insti-

it has not been done.

And hence the latest plea of the PM rings a bit hollow.

axP 13 thaf all major political parties

' using ts'as pawns in their
iitical ends. Puiiticai parties themselves main- -

i ta!n criminal elements within the ranks of their

student parties. Thus while publicly condemning

tutiens. But Mtunately

( ?tudtﬂt violence, they themselves are responsible
or

rpetua this sordid affair. The change
could have and should have been started by the
government{, and the ruling party. And having
started, they could have taken the moral lead in
the affair. But they were Imt smcere in their in-

'I'he Nnnr]tasahan Memorial Awara for 1994 was

t wveek ‘The second year’s prize for

repression went to

piece fatwabaz. We .
it has insti-
tuted the award has done so after a most worthy
cause. Persecution of women continues in our
)lra signs of abatement. A worse
phenomenon .of violatign of human dignity and
rights of the individual can hardly even be imag-
the Nunrldahan Award is pro-
moting and recogmalng would help social aware-
ness of the crime to increase and social resis-

tance to be built up.
- ‘What does N an, that vﬂlage lady of
Chaatakechhoira in Kamalgm Sylhet rmnt

to us three years after she toot her life
tion, a:coptemptuous no to inhumanity inﬂ:lt:tad
in the name of religion — that was what Noorja-
hans c eous action meant. Subsequently it
| light that as- much as there was no
'Hmlt tﬂ thlu pseudo religious repression of,
women, there was on the other hand no shortage
of. Noorjahans either who would denounce fat-
mplacent middle c
literati with their lives. Noo:jahanmdﬂwmthat
followed her example. y or otherwise,

are all .into a very lofty cause. They are

the new Liberation War heroes of our nation,
Increasing refusal to bow tu masculine fiat and

successful women workers

of ground b
are also cnntﬂbuﬂng g Lal{ aimed at con-
taining women's progress. Dneurﬂyhﬂmthhtn
be the parting cruelty of a barbarous army on re-

treat.

mmthtac&demicm-f

plea failed to make the .

]
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() we have héd a nearly

S

werklong bout © with
sirike, siege. Rarricade
amd blockade in Dhaka (n
some davs it had been

countrywide operation.
Rickshhaws were plying the
sireels through all these any-
way. People who normally
travel by bus could at least take
a rickshaw. Albeit ¢there was
the risk ol being lorced 10
dismouwiil (o .please enthusios-
tic pickets along the road.
Moving in rickshaw, rather
than bus, cosis a packet of
more money besides being
more risky a venture under
these circumstances, How
aboul building .a special safety
net for people who are dbliged
to travel by rickshaw on a day a
sirike is on? Something like a
‘strike allowaiice 1o compen-
sate them lor extra expendi-
ture and trepidations! Well, the
law of the land won't  permit
that. Hirelings have 1o go to
work — comne rain. hall. sterm
— or sirike. ;

Our word hartal captures
better the nuance of a strike,
at least the sort we .are thor-
oughly familiar with by now.
The English language dailies
actually use the word routinely
in reporting such events. They
feel no compulsion to put
‘hartal in italic type 1o differ-

enliate it froin the other words -

in English. Readers also un-
derstand Lthe meaning better
that way. So be it — hartal it is.
Let's hope Lhat like so many
other words (rom the lan-
guages ol Lhis subcontinent,

‘hartal also will find its way into

Lthe English dictionary.
Likewise. our words gherao

and oborodh seem to serve us

better than siege. blockade.

HERE is no doubt that
Ms Benazirs US visit
has been "a media
triumph for her personally.

The Prime Minister happtua'

te be one ol the more
charismativ leaders of (he
world,  having more name
recognition joul goodwill than
ally other Pglud{*r ol Pakistan,
past and present. This has

been exirernely well exploited
o the advantage ol her person
and in extension. the country.
All this has resulted in a not-so

{ subtle pressuré on her US

hosts lo
Pakistan

recognize . that
has a case [lor

{1 favoured treaument in contrast

to the doghouse-status we have
been consigned (o. Even
making others recognize a re-
ality is some achievement..
Nothiirg is more becoming
to Ms Benazir Bhutto than ag-
gression i detiance, that has
always been her [linest mo-
ment. She has used it within
the pgrameters of diplomaue

nuances Lo good benefit for the.

country with both the US
Establishment and Congress.
She had the President of the
US very visibly on the defen-

sive in accepting that a fair

standard was nol maintained

inn the business of our paid-for

arms and equipment (in the
pipeline} that had been virtu-
ally confiscated. In a manner of

l speaking, she ticked off her

hosts in the Thatcher-style,

“calling a spade 1 spade. main-

1aining viz. (1) new equipment
or our money back, (2) trade

-notl aid and (3) no deal on nu-

clear mon-proliferation unless
tied with commensurate
treatment to India. For good
measure she bmughEHashmir
into international f making
India truly squirm with dis-

- comfort. Since Americans like

nothing better than an under-
dog and are hyper-sensitive
‘aboul fairplay. thjngs went
down well in Peoria, [llinois.

With a better understdnding of
our vital netessities and re-
minded about owr cold war
role culiinating in the turning
of Afghanistan into Soviet
Union's Vietnam,

Nl i

e
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Sir. The -other day (April
1o he precise), | received a
phum—: call at 10:38 am at my
residence. A deputy collector
ol income tax. ‘wanted to talk
1o me. The call had been made
by his .secretary.’ The gentle-
man. guite pnhlrl;-,r asked me

il 1 could make a donation to

his madrasa. | refused. and
there the conversation ended.

On the face of it. it'is a sim-
ple request. The money would
have gone (v a madrasa, and
there was rio lorce applied.
The implications, however,
nerrl to be analysed. For a:;ya
one
Bangladesh, a deputy ¢

of income tax is a powerful -
person, and my. refusal to pay.

may well translate into a signif-
icant linancial loss., The call
was made LD Iy home phone,
a number given only to close
friends. and only available to
the tax collector because it was

in his conlidential file. He was

| secretary for the pfr

|

his office
g his
. all
government privileges, with
Lhe idea of extracting money-
for an organisation that he is
personally affibated to.

- As improprieties go. this is
not a major one. and certainly

finging me (from
during olfice hours. usi

{1 far bigger -ones are committed

by higher officials each day.
Whalt | would like to address is
the institutionalisation of these
abuses ol power. Where does
one begin to resist this insult

+

: it 1s to be
E"Kjlll'ﬂ'!ﬁ‘d that US will search

l't'-m# !WWWW“}MWMM“
" Protesting against lowering of agricultural subsidies, French farmers in thousands had blocked
roads with tructon,, barricaded railway lines with iron bars and burning bales of straw.

For a start. the English words
are harsh. belong to the mili-
tary terminolegy and speak of
wartare. all-out armed conflict.
Ruoted im our ethos. gherao
and oborodll! sound somewhat

less miilnai. A barricade, on
thee cther hand. plso stands lor
barrier thrown up hastily
across “sireel to obstruct
movemenl. Siones.  bricks
cartd, tyres. logs — all such

things would do o build a har-
ricade  That scems o sull our
seenario fine In fact, some
vernaciilar dailies do use the
word barricade instead of a
tongue twistér protiband-
hakata. The language gets en-
riched, though that is not a
barricade's purpose exactly.
The aptness of our word
hartal notwithstanding, it
could well be that we bor-
rowed the concept of strike
from abroad. As the pundits
put it, a strike is the workers'
mode ol protest against long

hours, for higher pa I
wvurkmg conditions :n g

They walk out of a shop or
factory. cease work to wrest
concessions from the em-
ployer. It is said that strike
was first used as a chief
weapon of labour unions in
England in early 19th century.
The Luddites strike (1811-16)
is often cited as an éarly in-
stance of this type of wurkrrs
action. *

As students of English his-
tory know, the Luddites strike
was a machine-wrecking riot
really. Rioters were. protesting
against low wages and unem-

Benazir's American Odyssey

Hﬂl;ln--

ployment attribuled to the in-
troduction of textile-making
machinery. Well, people in the
West seem to have grown out
of the habit of wrecking ma-
chines during a strike. All the
sarhe. our hartal still often
brew an orgy of destruction of
property. However, we usually
wreck cars and buses only.

In a traditionad striké, the
people who have engineered it
stay away from work. In eur
casé. when political activisés
call o hartal, they havé to work

singly to dissuade others M
work during strike. Picketing
during our hartal merely fol-
lows the patiern. Then again.
pickets are. as we all know
upright pointed stakes used
for lences mainly. Trade union
enthusiasis could also use the
stakes (o beset workmen
showing inclnation te return
to their jobs during strike.
Anvyhow, pickets are an inte-
gral part of sirike and so0 it is.
with hartal. .
Our hartal seems o0 have

ALONG MY WAY

=

harder than before. They
might even ut in overtime Lo
make a success of
There is the task of drumming
up support for the hartal.
Torch processions parading
the streets on the eve of hartal
is a common sight. Comes the
day of hartal and pickets have
to be posted at strategic points
to dissuade others from

to work. And there are lots

other jobs to be done of course
s0 that the hartal may
Pickkting during hartal

'imerils to be treated as a legit-

imate part of the operation. In
lact, old style strike also sanc-
tions pickets. Trade unions
would set up pickets by sta-

tioning adherents in a body or

he hartal. -

- elected

been patterned on traditional
general strikes. To hark to the
pundits again, a general strike
calls for cessation of work in
an entire industry or through-
oul a region or country. We are
also told that a general strike
is often politically meotivated in
that it seeks government con-
cessions. A genéral strike may
even aim al overthrowing the
ment. Ome earliest ex-
ample cited is that of the gen-
eral strike in Russia in
October. 1905, which resulted
in granting of' democratically
ment. Are there
points of similarity with our
hartal? Better mull ever it
Be that as it may. our insti-
tution of hartal nowadays emn-

braces not only national issues
but purely local problems as
well. These tend to be local-
ized hartals really. A vernacular
nalional daily reports that dur-
ing the first three months of
the year., some 45 hartals were
observed locally in different
paris of the couniry outside
the capital. Mosi of these were
half-day hartals. Some lasted
lenger. for eight or twelve
hours. These hartals focussed
on a wide spectrum of issues
including assault on local lead-
ers. shifting of veting centres.

clections o student organisa-

tions. demand for new admin-

istrative districis or divisions,

removal of efficials additional
supplies of gas. electrification.
sale of adulterated foodsiufl

peace oflering im an altmo-
spheré charged with militancy.
» " * *

ILls March or so. in the
midst of hartals, sieg-
es. blockades and barr-
icades raised by a variely of
interest . groups, (armers has
by and large retained their
equanimity. Withdrawal of
agficultural subsidy had hurt
the farmers directly. Yet,

organised protests by farmers

ﬂ:rnmSehgalwntenﬁthﬂadﬁmthnjwtomludediﬁpnf Benazir Bhutto to USA

some way lo assuage our feel-
ings of hurt and abandonment,
one hopes by soimge material
help rather than- a}rmtmlii::
rhetoric. only.

We are an extremely cymcal
lot at home. While there is
definite promise about some
progress on the F-16s, more
likely our money back rather

than the birds in the desert,
there is no change in the sta-

tus quo. There is then also the
guestion of the missing
squadron (minus 10 F-16s) as
to how 38 paid-for aircraft be-
came 287 Or is it an adjust-
ment as some rumours suggest
for commissions paid which
General Dynamics wants re-
lunded? And who was f(or
werel Lbhe beneficiary/ies? The
fuestion also arises as to' why
the contract was so one-sided
that after we paid one install-
ment and did not receive any
delivery, we kﬂpt on reinforc-
ing failure tdl we' had the
whole sum tied up and no air-
c¢raft to show for it?
Regretfully, howseever, we

add up the PM's successes, the
F-16s still remain very much

in the Mojave Desert and will

probably never darken Pakis-

- tani skies, the expected one-

time waiver on the Pressler

‘Amendment notwithstanding.

Our PM .-has reiterated
repeatedly on prime time

media that while we possess
‘the knowhow, we do not poses

the bomb. Given the measure

the US govt places in Ms
Benazir's credibility, why does
the US President simply not
give the certification necessary

- on her word of honour teo
obviate the requireinent of the -

waiver? While the hoopla of
success achieved cannot be
denied, the actual proof of the

pudding lies in getting the -

arms and equipment we.need.
We cannot keep on waiting till

hell freezes over (or India at-

tacks us) for promises to be-

come reality. -

~with the system,

living and w&rk;l) -
lec

- Benazir's fault the econamy

"'.-—'T"—'_—'_————l——-i———-—-n—————_.
Regretfully, howsoever, we add up the PM's successes,

the F-16s still remain very much in the Majave Desert
and will probably never darken Pakistani skies, the
expected one-time waiver on the Pressler Amendment
notwithstanding. .

Ms Benazir has certainly the two drug barons and the

excited US entrepreneurs into
investing in Pakista#ri, that is a
consensus of even the most-
cynical. While no one accepts
the volumes spoken of in the
blizzard of MOUs, Pakistan is
being looked at positively

mginly because of our geopolit-

- ical importance as an interna-

tional crossroads of sorts. It
would not be out of place to
give due credit to the Leader
of the Oppesition Mian Nawaz
Sharif in starting the process
of opening up of the economy
and giving it'the initial mo-
mentum. However. for various
reasons not~ entirely Ms
is
in bad shape with a large
deficit looming over us like a
dark shadow. Skilled on-hands
eConomic management is re-
quired rather than policies

.that change like a chameleon.

Coupled with the bad law and
order situation, the economy
in the present ‘staie will act as
a disincentive rather thap an
encouragement. Moreover,
while the rheloric of bureau-
cracy is always good during
foreign wvisits, some mecharnics
has to be developed to have
them portray the same enthu-
siasm to potential en-
trepreneurs when they visit
Pakistan rather than the Dr
Jekyll and Mr Hyde negaiive

vibes they presently radiate.

Amung other issues, Ms

Benazir spoke about taking &

fmntﬁnc status in the war
against drugs and tmnrim In
-fact US President Clinton
made a mention in the Joint
Press Conference about the

PM's help in the extradition of

T

169 v s sense ol Hilegrity®?

“The ax collector, the tele-
phone man, ‘the electricity

board. the AG office, and in
many many other cases, the
practice ol collecting unautho-
riséd money is commor and

-

accepled: If one goes along’

building 1t
ifto one's hudgel and more
importantly psychologically ac-

cepting it as culturall practice, .

there are
Rﬂsisml_wr.
wastes Lime,

few problems.

loses face, and

‘pays a helty penalty, as no

doubt I shall. If this be the so-
ciety wt arpe proud to live in 1
have litte to say. What is diffi-

| cult to swallow is the rhetoric

of pious governments extolling
the virtues of the state and
their governiance. What hurts is

'Lthe hypocrisy of us citizens.

when. after deéaling with these
situations each -day as best ex-
pedient, we make holier than
though alter dinner conversa-
tion aboutl Lhe society we wani
to bufid. If we are happy fo, ac-
cept the status quo, let us at

- least be honest about it. I will

not argue aboui who is more
guilty. but certainly the hand
that pays is al the fleast,
tainted.

And if we feel aggrieved, but

powerless 1o resist, let us
voive our dissent. so that his-
lory mav rememsber us as weak
and ineffectual but ail least
awawe of our guilt.

Shahidul Alam
Dhunmandi R/A. Dhaka.

is stapid. One

" talent not seen at

Sir, | was always under’ lh:

impression that Aaquib Javed .

is an wunder-rated bowler.
Lately he has been coming into
prominence.

Although a ntedium pacer,
he is quick off the pitch, mak-
ing the batsmen mistime,
Tendulkar tried to sweep too
early in his innings, and paid

‘politicians 0

terrorist Ramzi Yousul. The
two events wefe well timed to
coincide with Ms Benazir's
visit and why should she not
reap dividends in the resultant
adull‘t.inn? One hopes that she
will show the same haste and
purpose in dispaiching PPP
MNA Munawar Hassan Munj
whose driver was held with 35
kgs of heroin and 30 kgs of
hashish in the MNA's car, o
USA by a very special aircrdft.
What better way of showing
her, resolve as a front-line
fighter of the drugs cartel than
not allowing charity to begin at
home? The preparation for the
MP's visit to USA was cred-
itable and if we get even a per-
centage of what is on offer,
that is money well spent (even
on the hundreds of "accidental
tourists” who did NOT make
up. the official delegation). At
the end of the day, it is not the

. US media Ms Benazir has o

vow' but Pakistanis at home.

Since we have it on good au-
thority that we have our PM

_ back in the country for some .
time, we can ask her to show

the same single-minded prag-
matism and purpose she
showed in the US and enter
into a political dialogue in
Karachi. When she puts her
mind to it, Ms Benazir can be
pretty effective, left her now
focus on her (and the country's
) primary preblem.

The PM has repeatedly ex-
horted foreign entrepreneurs
to invest in Pakistan, the in-
ducement is profits for the
corperate entity and not be-
cause Pakistan is Heaven-on-

Earth. These entrepreneurs

Lt is that our
not play

‘cricket’. Then a lot of our
problems would have been
solved! ‘
- A Mawaz
Dhalea.

For a modern state

Sir. [ salule The Daily Star

- for its balanced style, in print

for his over confidence. India

is. short of fast-bowl practice;
and the Indian bowling is not
vet world-class. Tendulkar' is
priming for the peak. -
Inzamam was majestic — a
_his age.
Reminded me of Walter
Hammond. the English cap-
tain, Inzamam is more elegant.
His cool (ness) is likely m un-
settle any bowler.

' Saeed Anwar's stylish bat-
ting is of Caribbean vintage — a

iatural stroke player dclightful'

Lo watch.

Bangladesh is’ coming up
well.. Without an international
pitch at home, her progress
will be hampered. We need a
string of medium-pacers, and a
couple of well-coached spin-

‘ners. The new cricket stadium
be opened before -

should re
schedule. Get an all-rounder
coach.

The Sri Lankans have always-
something up their sleeves.
They haveé a lot of reserve Lal-
ent fo take care of the next
decade.

journalism. For example: on 23
March you published a tpccin]
supplement to mark "Paki
Day”. It . contained an artic
tled: Pakistan: A Modern
Islamic State"'. by M [ Lashkary.
And then on |1 April you
published an AP story. titled:

Member of Ahmedi, Sect
Stoned 1o Death in Pakistan.

- The esiteemed readers ol
The Daily Star can draw their
own conclusions. | can only.say
that "Thank God, | do not live
in Pakistan!

A savant said: A man has
nothing to live for unless he

.has somnething Lo die for. Let

us all take a vow, on the com-
mencement of this new
Bengall year. that we shall lay
down our lives o build a mod-
ern secular stale with perfect
rule of law and guaranteed ba-
sic human rights for all our
compatriots, irrespective ol
caste and creed.

Thank you once again for
even- handed journalism.
Nuruddin Amjad }
House-6876, Road-32
Dhanmondi R/A. Dhaka- | 209
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niay be of different beliefs and

ideologies, some may even be
anithema to Islam but in the

grealer national interest, the
PM persists with her ye-
owoman's burden. For a mo-
ment, let the PM imagine that
those in Hnrathi e:tranged

Agitations: Have Farmers Also Joined the Fray?

_ had hardly been witnessed.

It's not that farmers every-
where harBour any prejudice

q:mn protests and mowve-
low -
m::f subsidies
French f[armers in thousands
had blockerd roads with trac-
tors, barricaded railway lines

on farming and foodgrains.
In the wake of the fertilizer
crisis, our

from the national mainstream
are also entrepreneurs of a dif- -
ferent kind who must be en-
couraged te come home and
invest their time and expertise
in the wholesome process of

pace that the city of Karachi
badly needs if we have to have
any investment at all. The dif-
ference beiween the prodigals
we want her to woo home and
the multi-nationals being that
ithese are our own hrethren
with the same belief in religion
and ideoclogy of Pakistan.

Question af a Freedom
Fighter's Son

by Nadeem Qadir ,

ETAILS of a horrifying

“crine during the milit-

ary rule in Argentina

was revealed in Mareh by an

avcomplice. ot the reglma He

claimed thai many of the

thousamndds who went missing

during thal time were put (o

sleep and hurled alive 'into
watery deaths lrom aircraft.

Since then a group calling
itself "Mothers and Grand-
mothers ol the*Plaza de Mayo”,
representing those buried in
Argentina's Rio de la Plata,
have beeén throwing flowers
into the sea in memory of their
loved ones,

The Cianuchizgg _L{;,}‘I;’IE‘H’I]'.[IE‘IIII_
fast month announced that it
would seek 1o exiradite Ericha
Tobiass. 84, lor alleged war
crimes to his country of origin,
Latvia. Tobiass reportedly ad-
mitted of being involved in
mass executions ol civilians
under the Hitler regime.

Bul for maily in Bangladesh,
they have no place to leave
flowers for their listed
misstng "during our 1971
War of Independence” against
Pakistan — e¢nly painful and
horrifying mermories of the
genocide. While the question
ol trying alleged war criminals

‘according to the laws of thé

land" remain so far only words,
with little chances of becom-
ing a reality.

. I am net only speaking
ahout those war criminals who
proudly call themselveg
Bangladeshis, despite Dppﬂﬂlr‘
the Bloody birth of this nation,
but also about those Pakistani
truops they ht“l[]-f"d tor rapc our
beloved country.

Tobiass. according to the
Canadian Jewish community.
should be tried by Latvia not
only for the kilhnga but also
because he was' collaborator
of the Nazi- regime.

Every year. just three ::Iays
after we celebrate the new
Bengali vear, my family go¢és

Anto-mourning. Yes, April 17 is

the black day for me and my
family. It is also the day the
Bangladesh goverminent in ex-
ile was set up. Why and what is
the tifference between me and

my family?
On this day in 1971, my fa-
ther — Lieutenant Colonel

Muhammad Abdul Qadir — was
picked up by the Pakistani oc-
cupation troops and since then
remained. missing. To us he is
a hero who fought for his
country the best way he could,
even if he is among those
martyrs' who have been put
more on the forgotten chgpter
in Bangladeshis history.

My family owe thanks (o
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia,
who last met my father around
March 23, 1971, in our Chit-
iAgong residence, for paying
iribute w his memory in 1993
during a visit to Qadirabad Can-
tonment, named after the un-
suing hero.

But none of our heads ol
state or government have
taken up the cagse of the

- nrémorial -
‘pruced up

grave or even the

"missing” with our "very broth-
erly” Pakistan, despite the fact
that many of us had given
names of Pakistani army offi-

"pers-and their local agents who

carried ouit the 1971

described: by the United Na-
tions Human Rights Commis-
sion {(UNHRC) as the worst in
history. The UNHRC in a 1981
report said “even if a lower
range of 15 million deaths was

“taken, killings took place at a

ratle of between 6.000 and

' 12,000 per day. through 267

days of carnage. This made it
the most intense genocide in
history”.

The premier is scheduled’
to travel to Pakistan this
month as chairpersen of the:
seven-nation South Asian As-
- sociation for Regional Coop-
eration, which permits talks
on bilateral issues during such
trips. Maybe. she will remem-
ber the families who remain in
constant pain and request her
Pakistani counterpart to re-
lease all information on the
1971 genocide, including the
whereabouts of those missing.
She has her husbands grave to
run to in {imes of both joy and
sorrow. but what about those
like nfy mother. ‘

The women in Argentina
can at least go to the beach,
leave some flowers and talk to .
their loved ones lost there,
and surviving with the hope
justice will be there. Where
can | or my family go? To the
which are only

ahead of cere-
monies? No, thank you. They
are aleo not the place called
which
has been identified as such.

Canada is preparing 1o ex-
tradite one of their citizens for
alleged war crime. And what
have we done? We have for-
given the foreign invaders
supposedly under international
pressure and blessed their.lo-
cal collaborators. We have
made no attempts to trace the

" named killers at least to ascer-

lain where the missing per-
sons are in the name ol "laws
of the land” repeatedly.

As | welcome the probe into
the killings of major general
Abul Manzoor and ex-president
Ziaur Rahman, both of whom
my family knew very well. a
quesiion lingers painfully in
my mind: what about justice
for a martyr like my lather —
who has been denied rightful
official recognition, because he
was arresied before he could

join the war f

For those who may ask why
do you ask for recognition, I
can only say in a land where
war criminals still speak
against the independence war
and move around (reely, that
recognition is something like a
balm for the wounds in our
hearts from where blood still
trickles as we wail for the re
turn home of my painot flather

The wuviter (s a Spectal Cor
respondent witth Agence
France-Presse (AFP!. Dhaka



