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Prime Bank begins
operations today
By Staff Correspondent
Prime Bank Lid, a new pri-
vale sector commercial bank,
hegins operations today. Fi-
nance Minister M Saifur Rah-
man will inaugurate the bank
at s Adamjee Annexe, Dil-
kusha premises this morning.
Foriner managing director ol
Sonauli Bank Lutfar Rahman

Sarker is the MD while Dr. R
A Ghivs is the chalrman.,

19 rickshaws
’u'mll
ByMCurtw

The Dhaka C 7
(DCC] and he Dhﬂl
Metropolitan Police (DMP) 4n

a joint drive yesiesday seised
19 unauthorised rickshaws and
realised Taka 581 as fine from
15 rickshawpuliers for plying
ricksh.ws without license in
Em:li=h Road crossing area in
ihe cily. say: a press release. |

Boy killed in
road mishap

KMULNA. Apr 16 A teeun-
aged boy was crushed under
the wheeis of a speeding bus ai
Goallamari on Khuina-Satkhira
raad this morsing. The boy,
idetified a< Jamal. 18 died
on the spe,

r%

¥ L . The

on their resignations.
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Saifur tears significant shortfall

Dhaka to seek more food
aid at Paris meet

Boanuhulesh Aid Group meeting

Fitior e Muodsier M Salur
Rahuair yesicrday  said the
country would seek more food

support lor next year froim
donors al the Aid Club meeting

in Paris. reports UNB.

Talking to a group of ever- .
seas correspondents based in_
m a Iu-r hotel in the

thal drought

and lertlllarf' crisis might
cause a significant fall in the
produetion 1 foodgrains.

"But it will be within a
manageable Hmit ...
enough 1o cushion ourselves
against anv shortfall,” Saifur
said replying 1o a correspon-

We have

Referring o what he called
‘ald-latigue” of the donors. the
Fimance Minister said (he
cowiry is desperate to reduce
its dependence on foreign aid.
“You should ask me when we
will stop going to Paris for
aid.”. he said in a vein of hu-
Mo,

"Well do o

‘ﬂfﬁ whﬂ‘f

" well highlight the n:-dtemlng

features ol our economy.” Sal-
fur said adding, “we have done
excellent in reforms. exports,
imports and in every sectors of
OUr economy.

The Finance Minister will
lead the country’'s delegation
10 the World Eank-iemmred

duc 1o be hield i Paris on April
24-25.

Aceording Lo an aid memo-
randum. approved by the cabi-

nel. Bangladesh will seek dis-
bursement ol development aid

to the tune of US dollar 1850

million for 1995-96 fiscal year

Highlighting the economic |

achievemeénts. Rahman said
the country's actual GDP
growth this year will be more
than S5 per cent because of
irenwndous lmprovement’ in
the informal sectors.

The country registered 33
per cent ¢xport growth and 40

SéePaEelﬂ Col 3
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While the government's lis-

enue direct tax-dependent.
import duties continue . to
dominate the turnover because
ol it spurt in inports, r{‘!ﬁ}ﬁ‘i
LINTL.

Reveuuy carning Wﬁr’
lirst eight months ol the c'ur-
rent financial vear (July '9
Feb '95) totalled Tk 6365
crore exceeding the Larget hy
more. than 400 crore or 6.7
per cent, due primarily to an
above-ithe-ltargei collection of
Tk 653 crore at the import

stage.
The revenue earning is Tk
A,
40 crore or |5 per cent

hicher than the income during
i corre --pnnrlinr_{ perind of
the last liscal. i T

Sec Page 12 Col B

By Stadt Correspondent

The mainstream Opposition
political parties — the Awand
League, the Jatiya Party and
the Jamaat-e‘lslami = have
again announced identical pro-
grammes including sit-in in
front of the oflice of the
Speaker on April 24

The vpposition MPs, who
had carlier temdered resigna-
tions. would take part in the
sit-in in (he morning to
protest ihe Speaker's ruling

The next session of
Parliament is scheduled to be-
gin on the day.

Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina anneunced her party
prografufie. at a peasants-
warhers: rally al the
Pan' hapath in the city yester-
day whﬂr acting chairman of

. See Page 12 Cul 7

“the

Hasina promises subsidy |
in agriculture sector

By Staff Cor teapurtdent

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina said yesterday
that if voted to power,
party woulld provide subsidy in
the agriculture sector and Lake
steps lor industrial growth.

"We can easily do these

~ provided we enjoy the support

of the people including the

farmers ud indusirial work -
ers. It does not matter
whether the donor vrganisa-

tions like the Workd Bank and
IMF like it or not", she
told a big gathering of the
farmers and workers at the
Panthapath in the capital ves-
lerday atternoon.

Citing instances ol provid-
ing subsidy in the agriculture
sector in W countries. the
AL chiel said ?Imt dueqpur. an

her.

' sector, Hasina said

tagonism 1»w:-the donors, her ;

 parly. T voled to power. would

‘revive the policy of subsidising
the agricultural inputs. "And

. we'llmaobilise money for (he

purpese [rom domeslic re-
Turning to the industrial

: would
sel up export-grienfed indus-
tries 1o raise #xport earnings

and create job oppertanities.
L Well not shut down any

industrial unjt and retrench
workers without making alter-
native arrangements for them',
she said adding, "Of course,
we Il keep our words il we go
o power’.

The AL leader blamed the
BNP government lur what she

Sce Page 12 Col 1
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Barely five [L’l}“: ullcr ARETALE
i stove explosion claimed. 11
lives in the city’'s Rampura

‘areas another gas explosion al

Lalbagh yesterday afi
deft at lcast 14 e se

tionery shops tota -':ﬁ,' :
Fire Brigade: and’
sources said the ﬁctidenﬁfm:—

curred at arsund 3 pm when

flames {rome an unauthorised
gas pipeline engulfed two
restaurants, a confectionery, a
groeery and a watch shop at
H:iji Dew: in Chourasta under
Lidhagh. pulice station.

© The injured were taken to
College

thee Dhaka Medical
“Hospitall DMCH).

They were identified as

Ibrahim. 30, and Selim 25, —
both sons of Miru Mian, pro-
prietor of 'Miru Mian Shahi
Biriani House — Kagi Nasir, 45,
manager of the restaurant and
1 son-in-law of Miru, gas
pipeline welders Majed, 30,
Nasu, 28, Safar Ali, 28, and
Nure Alam, 35, Biriani House
workers Siddiqur Rahman. 25,
a pedestrian, Selim, 28, a
rickshaw-puller, Abdul Malek,
25, a garmenits worker, and
Ashral. 26, a customer,
According to witnesses,
Jamal, a Titas Gas contractor,.
accompanied by some welding
workers, went to the area at
noon veslerday to cut off unau-
thorised gas lines. At one

See Page 12 lL‘.ul_Ei
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Han.ua ldm a pnbh: meetmg at P:mthapath in the mty

- Star photo.

Permanent fertiliser distribution

governnicil plans
ntrodioce a "permanent’ disi
bution systém of feriiliser .and
Ingild a bulfer stock of rice o
avery, any crisis in future, min-
isters eoncerned said yester-
dav.

Oflicials of the Ministry of
Industries are working on a
prrmanent distribution system

while the Cabinet would
shorlly deride the guantity of
fuod stock 10 meel any appre-

hended shortfall. some ruling
party policy makors 1old The

country’,

By Asiuzzaman

Ehavidy =t.a0, -

We are un the way to fi-
alise a permanent distribu-
Lon system of fertiliser in the
said State Minister
for Industries Lutlfar Rahinan
Khan.

He said Lhat because ol the
present  distribution system
the farmers had to pay higher
price for fertiliser in some
parts ol the country "but it is
not true that they did not al
all get tertilisers lfor the cur-

roul larming seaasong,

g H i
S A

Pluit'*-ﬂl Huh,:umad "t'm us, ‘i
Cerunwen Bank. met Her Majesty
the Royal Palaee in Madyid on

Dln-dur E’Tﬁ
of Span at

4. Yunus

w-u

#ivited the queen to visit Bangladesh. She accepted the
wivitation and may vizit Bangladesh some time this vear
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'system, buffer rice stock planned

Declining 1o give details of
the new svsten) ving t-vuh‘?_l.
the  state minister d
ertiliser will be demanded
Aagain in September and we are
fully aware of it

He was unwilling to com-
ment on political conse-
quences ol the crisis and re-

sponsibility of the Agriculture
Ministry i1 this regard.

Ruline BNP Secretary Gen
eral and LGRI) Minister Abdus
Salam Tulukdar said that the

Sec 'age 12 Col 6

JP urges PM to
Faak il vk

By Statf Correspondent

Jatiya Party (JP) leaders
yesterday said Primtme Minister
Khaleda Zia should resign tak-
ing the tull responsibility for
her government's failure to re-
solve the fertiliser crisis in the
country.

“In a parliamentary system.
no single minister should Be
responsible for a fatlure.... It is
the [ailure of the government

A% o wWhiode they 1old a rallv in
Hwe #iiny
The Dhaka ooty ooan o vl

JP orgamised a peasant work
ers rally at Bangabandhu Av.
enue (near the sputhern gate
of the Baitul Mukarram
Mosquel as part of the main-
siream Oppesition's identical
programme Lo protest the gov-
ernment s alleged failure in
solvirng the food and fertiliser
Crises.

Presided over by the city
it president, Col (retd) M A
Mulek. the rally was addressed

y i Ll JP chairman Micanar
atuman Chowdhury, presid-

SRR icibers Ilurrister
Moudu«d Ahmed Kasi Zaflar

Ahmed .and Shah Moarzzem
e aee 12 Col 3

Mujibnagar Day
today

By Staff Correspondent
The Mujibnagar day will be
| observed throughout the '
t.ﬂuntryluda}r

On this day in 1971, the
Provisional ‘Government of
Bangladesh was formed with

Editorial on Page 4

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman as Hs president at
Baidyanathtola in Meherpur.
The place was later named as
Mujibnagar.

The t(hen cabinet was
lorined with the close associ-
ates ol Bangabandhu. including

See Page 12 Col 6

English compulsory |

at all levels

The vice-chancellors of 11
universities of the country held
a meeting with Education Min-
ister Jamiruddin Sircar at his
Secretariat office yesterday.

reports BSS.
The meeting discussed the

See Page 12 Col 3

US cos to help
protect Taj

NEW DELHI, Apr 16: More
than 200 Indian loundries will
learn from American compa-
iies how to diminish pellution
cmissions and thereby prevent
damage w the Taj Mahal. Asia's
miost famous monument, re-
purts AP

The jpearl-whitle marble
toanb. buili by a 17th century
Mughal emperor for his wile in
the northern tewn of Agra. is
yellowing as toxic sulphur
gases from factories around it
are corroding the marble, con-
servationists said.

On Sunday, the United
States Agency for International
Development in India signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing with the Agra Iron Foundry
Association to provide foundry
owners siate-of-the-art pollu-
Lol prevention technology

AL, JP have reunited to
malign democracy: PM

POHAR. Apr 16: Prime
Minister Betum Khaleda Zia

today sought the people's sup- .

purt 1o Keep contintity of the
ongoing development -pro-
grammes “aimed al . ensuaring
welfare of the nation, repnrtn
UNB. '
"We need to let Lthe ongo-
ing development process con-
linue Lo ensure a better future
for our children.” she said.
DBegum Zia was addressing a

large public meeting at the
Jovpara High School greund in
the divrnoorn.

Menpmunng Dk develup-

e =l laingd by her govem -
ment in different sectors, the
Prime Minister, however,
blamed the Opposition for try-
ing to hinder the progréss be-
cause of the growing popularity
of the BNP. _

The worried oppesilion
parties are creating dilferent
trisis il hinderiog the devel-
opment activities Dy resorting
ln Linclepoeratic activivies dike

hartls ird sieges” shie alloged.

ln an obligue referetice to
the Awami League. Begitm Zia'

said:"Te stop the develop-

i _ment process they have joined

hands with the  autocratic
forces to malign a democratic

' and people's government.”

She lamented that the nec-

{ essary cooperation expected of
" the Opposition political parties

to carry lorward the develop-
menl progranunes and democ-
racy had bevn absent.

The Pruiwe Minister reiter-

Sec Page 12 Col 2
"Turn sports into
a social
movement'

The: Prime Ministér vester-
day called lor turning sports
into a soctal movement like
vilucation lor upgrading il to
international standard o place
the country in a dignilied posi-

See F'agt 12 Col 7

Kuwait to help set

up oil refinery

By Staff Correspondent

Kaurwanit will help set up an
oll retinery in Bangloadesh,

Disclosing this al a press
briefing. a Foreign Ministry
spokesinan saidl vesterday that
the Kuwaiti government had
usked Dhaka to come forward
with specific proposals for
setting up projects in the oil
and pas seclors.

"Kuwail has expressed its
interest in extending all re-
quired cooperation ncluding
providing technical expertise
lor the exploitation and explo-
ration ol energy resources in
Bangladesh™. 1he spokesman
S

Lt the just conchuded

SR-D103
272 UTERS

SANYO C-B Series Compressor
incorporating the most advanced

186 LITERS

visit. Crown Prince and Primwe
Minister ol Kuwait Sheikh
Saad Al-Abdallah Al-Salem Al-
Sabah also assured that his
government would lend finan-
cial support to Bangladesh
against specilic projects from
the 'Kuwait Fund'.

Dhaka will alse consider
granting permission to the na-
tional airlines ol Kuwait to
raise Lheir weekly flight fre-
gquency (o four in place of
three, considering increase in
the voluime of traffic.

It was also said at the press
briefling that out of Kuwait's
population ol 18.3 lakhs

Ser Page 12 Col 6

Fresh gas explosion | MOU S‘g“ed
in city injures 14

By StafT Correspondent

for another

By Staff Correspondent

The sewermment has signed
another memorandum of un-
dersianding (MOU) with a for-
eign company for setting up of
a 225 megawatt power genera-
tion plant in the country.

Geopetrol International of
Canada propused to set up a
therimal steamm generation
plant at an ‘estimated cost of
1,50 million US dollars equiva-
lent Tk 600 crore. neaf the
Mongla port,

The MOU was carlier ap-
proved by a Eﬂhllllt sub-com-
iittee. The Cidgary, Alberta-

Sec Page 12 Col 3

Dalim asked to
return home
within 2 weeks

By Staff Correspondent

LL. Col [redd) Shariful ‘Huq
alias Dalim who was se rving as
the country's High Commis-
sioner o Kenva. has been re-
lired Irom service with effect
from April 12,

A Foreign Ministry spclk-
man veslerday said that Dalim
had been sent on retirement

on completion of 25 vears of
gOveriiincinl service,

A gazetle notiflication to
this etfect wﬂl be published
shortly.

It is also learnt that Dalim
has been asked to return home
within two weeks.

A few "months back. the
name of Dalim was lorwarded
i the Bragilian governmend for
daueceptance of agreement™ as

Sce Page 12 Col 1

Hearing of Gen
Manzur murder

case today

From Staff Currﬂupundent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 16: The
hearing of the Gen Abul
Manzur murdetr case is due to
be held tomorrow in the court
of the Chief Metropolitan Mag-

istrate here.
Court sources said the

three arrested retired army of-
licers — Major Gen Abdul Latif,
Col Shamsur Rahman and Ma-
jor Kazi Emdadul Haq — would
e produced before the court
LEMNOTrTOwW .

The authorities have taken
steps o ensure special secu-
ritv in and around the Chit-
Led i3 01 COUrL,

The three former officers
are Lo be escorted to the court
under extra guard from the re-
spective jails where they are
being held. Gen Latif is de-
tained in the Dhaka jail. Col
Rahman in Tangail jail and Ma-
Jor Emdad in the Comilla jail.

Iarlier. the hearing was
lixed for April 11 but the three

See Page 12 Col 4
Road mishap kills
4 including 2
BTV staff, PID
photographer

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG. Apr 16: Four
people including two BTV staff

and a PID photographer were
killed this morning in an acei-

ident at Chakrasala of Patiya en

the Chittagong-Cox's Bazar
Road, police and hospital
sources said.

The dead were identified as
A K M Hozzatul Islam, sub-as-
sistant engineer and Abu Ta-
her, camera assistant of the
BTV, Monir Hossain Mukul,
photegrapher of PID, Chit-
tagong and Motiur Rahman
Gazi, driver of the jeep. They
were on way (o Cox's Bazar

from Chittagong.
v See Page 12 Col 1
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