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=—— Dhaka Day by Day
'The Nameless 'Pichchi’

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

Thew are children but often work as hard as
adults. They do” not get salaries nor do Lthey get
regular oft days. They are commonly called
pichchi because people do not think that they
are inporiant enough to be called by their real
names. Thev are too small. after all. and too
poor. Yet very few households, offices. shops or
small timre restaurants could run smoothly
withoul the Tast working and undemanding

pichcha.

The pachich s a o mdniature man lor girl),
running around doing errands for evervone.
Because there is no specific job description for
the pichchi. he often does nolt get a proper
wage - only sporadic handouts. Those too go
to his parenss who use the money  lor their
own needs. Gething

and bruised and a series of verbal abuse "haram
Jadi kuthi ato dami jinish bhangsish....." (bas-
tard, dog. you've broken such a valuable
thing....). But what about the value of the pich-
chi whose cries of agony. whose hollow eyes
filled with sadness, reaches no one?

Hungry fof love, she watches her Begum sa-
hib shower kisses and hugs on her own child

who is as old as the pichchi. How different peo-
ple treated you if you were rich. Ice-cream.

new [rocks, delicious food and all sorts of
treats lay waiting for you. For the pichchi who
can look forward to.only the left-overs of such
goodies, life seems inordinately hard and cruel.
She thinks about her own mother left by her

father for another women. taking care of the
. vounger children,

i 2

three meals a dav. .
place 1o sleep il
the chance 1o wairch
a liitle TV once in
while is more than
spough. thinks 1ln
smplover.
smal] person
does not - have Lhe
power 1o speak ol
against the injusticc
meted out to hin

In exchange
'!LPJ] ‘privileges’ 1he
pichchi is expectod
o do all kinds
things. In the ollice
he makes and gives
the tea to the saars
and runs 1o get their
gold leals’ and Ben
sons from the ditde

o d
w e

!TI!'

shop on the street 1’ 'f

In the shops thev : [}

clean the foors dis ’ _ H

Li‘::m .:-_ l_||;|hu.||::t-.. l ! g ‘ag
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and Ltake the grocer

es 1o the car ol o reeular custéinuer. o Hhe

hotels’ he runs o wnd Iro with the orders. puls
n the huge kettle of water on the burners.
leans the greasy tables and does other odds
indd eruds

In the house. however. he lor she) is litile
nore than o child slave. looking alter the sha-
wh's kid, running to the grocery and stationery
@ get buscuits bread or eggs. going up and
lown (he stairs with messages to and from
wusehold members or massaging the Begum
saliib’s head and feet so she can take her after-
W0ON nap in peace. _

With her small hands the pichchi wipes the

just off the-knick knacks on the drawing room -

ables early in the morning whén everyone is
isleep, A slip ol the hand and a glass vase
smashes into tiny pieces on the floor making
1er tiny heart pound violently with apprehen-
sion. There s no guestion of what the conse-
juences of such g crime will be. A vicioud tug at
wr uncombed hair making her head reel, two
ight slaps across the face leaving it smarting
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ABOUT YOU

- NATERAL®

PURE DRINKING WATER
SAFE , HYGIENIC . BACTERIA FREE.

THE MOST ECONOMIC
DRINKING WATER IS AVAILABLE

IN 20 uTrRe JaRs

Delivered DOOR to DOOR with
Cold, Hot & Cold or Normal
WATER DISPENSING UNIT

Daink NATURAL® Water
__ Slay Healthy

For Nrrl.nnl.m.plnu contact :
isilam Foods Limited

S-...!:;“M;nmu 4 ganrs |
10 NORTH ROAD. BUOYNAGAR. DHAKA-1000
PHONE : 407789, 401574, 839405 FAX : 880-2-839862

working part time in
Ilwo houses and liv-
ing in a ramshackle
hut, that too for a
ligh rept. Would they
ever come out of
such a rut and live
even just a little like

these sahibs, the
pichchi wonders
wistfully.

Life is hard for
the pichchi but not
without a little fun
once in a while.
There is always the
television to look
forward to at the
cnd of the day when
most of the work has
bheen done f{except
lor the occasional ‘oy
pichchi ak glass pani
de’ (hey pichchi get
me a glass of water)y
There is Phillip's
Top Ten 'hits of Hin-
di lilms — roop suha-
e, e anari, tu kfulari on £ TV, tunés that the
pichchi knows by heart, the Bangla boi (movie)
on Friday's and Ey shoptaher natok {this week's
drama). :

The pichchi fantasizes a day when he would
be allowed to spend the whole day watching
TV and munch on polao, korma and lots of bi-
deshi chocolates, the kind the shahib's kid ate
and sometimes left the remnants for the pich-
chi to sample.

Sometimes an employer is kind enough to
the pichchi to let him go to a part time school
or study at home, but of course only after all
the chores are done. Surprisingly no matter
how tired he is, he is never too tired to study
his tattered text books. The torn khatha and
crooked hand writing, are symbolic indeed. It
is a sign that even in the smallest way. the
pichchi has some control over his life. It gives
him hope of a better days. The hope that some-
day he will be called by his own name and not

Kamal off
to Harare

Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf left Dhaka for Ha.
rare. Zimbabwe vesterday 1o
dallend the first board mn;tiug
ol "Partners in Population and
Development of Afro-Asian
Countries 1o be held from April
17-22. reports BSS '

SELF's Free
Friday clinic

The Society for Emancipa-
lionn of the Least Fortunates —
SELF. Bangladesh, a voluntary
organisation has opened a Free
Friday clinic at its Maghbazar
olfice in the city on Friday,
says a press release.

" Justice A M Mahmudur
Ralhman inaugurated the clinic
which will provide free treat-
ment and medicine to Lhe

poor people every Friday from
300 am to 12:00 noon.

Rizia Rahman
gets Anannya
award
By Staff Correspondent

| 402 (BS)

The Tk 50 thousand award
was announced in the city on
Thursday o be presented lor-

Anannya in October this year.

courtry. wrote Dhabal Jyosh
na 1981 "Swudhu Tomar Jann

1980. “Shilaye Shilaye Agun”
1980. "Bong Theke

19686. "Rakter Akichar” 1978,
“E-Kal Chuakal ™ ~
i Prem.~
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Health and Family Wellare

President Abdur Rahman

Biswas
Margrethe 1l of the kingdom of
Denmark on the occasion ol

her birthday today, reports

In a message sent to the
Danish Queen President Biswas
expressed his confidence that
the existing {riendly relations
between the. two countries
would be further strengthened
in future to the mutual benelit

of the two peoples.

has greeted Queen

-
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The President also wished
for good health. happiness and
long life of the Queen and for
the peogple continued peace.
progress and prosperity.

In a separate message,
Prime Minisier Begum Khaleda
Zia has also greeted Queen
Margrethe Il on the occasion.

Begum Zia hoped that bilat-
eral relations between the two
countries will continue to grow

in the coming years to the mu- | |

tual benefit of two peoples.

CRITERIA:

" CAREEI] ORTUNITY
MEENHAR SPORTS SHOES LTD A 100% EXPORT
ORIENTED SPORTS SHOE MANUFACTURING FACTORY
AT CHITTAGONG 1S LOOKING FOR SOME YOUNG,
ENERGETIC PERSONS AS "PRODUCTION TRAINEE" ON
THE FOLLOWING FIELDS:

QUALITY CONTROL/CUTTING /SEWI NG/ ASSEMBLING /
ENGINEERING AND PRODUCTION CONTROL DEPARTMENT.

THE INCUMBENT SHOULD MEET THE FOLLOWING

*  SHOULD HAVE DIPLOMA IN MECHANICAL/
SCIENCE GRADUATE.

*  2.3YEARSEXPERIENCEINCONCERNEDFIELDWILL
BE GIVEN PREFERENCE.

*  AGE LIMIT — MAXIMUM 30 YEARS.

ATTRACTIVE REMUNERATION PACKAGE WILL BE
OFFERED FOR THE DESERVING CANDIDATES.

APPLICATION WITH FULL CURRICULUM VITAE AND A
PASSPORT SIZEPHOTOGRAPHSHOULDREACHTOTHE
ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGER, MEENHAR SPORTS
SHOESLIMITED, 33/BKALURGHAT, HIA, CHITTAGONG
ON OR BEFORE 30TH APRIL, 1995. -

o

TO '
SUMMER SESSION 1995

18 June - 6 August 1995

OPEN TO REGULAR AND NEW STUDENTS WITH ELIGIBLE
ADMISSION. QUALIFICATIONS. '

| 1UB Curriculum is approved by the University Grants Commission (UGC); and to
| make it internationally comparable the curriculum has been designed with the'
cooperation of renowned universities of USA, Belgium, England,
| France and AIT (Bangkok). |

A STUDENT CAN REGISTER FOR MAXIMUM 7 CREDITS.
| REGISTRATION AND TUITION FEES PAYABLE ON OR BEFORE 10 JUNE 1995
| FOR FORM AND ENQUIRY, PLEASE CONTACT : Office of the

| HOUSE 3, ROAD 10, BARIDHARA, DHAKA -1212. 3
| TELEPHONES : 882091, 888196, 607163, 600695; FAX. 880-2-883959,
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Novelist Rizia Rahman wins
the Anannya Literary Award

mally on the 7th anniversary of

Rizia Rahman. one of the
lop-ranking nobelists of the

ya” 1988 "Alikhita Upaichyan”

Bangla”
1978, "Ekti Phuler Jannyga” -

milk

8ft «1fer wrze st = > g1 @ /=

= S
milk -4a9 |

wioa7 Eta3! ANCHOR milk T@aad! (@ (@19 {531 (RISICH TR P

fa g

5. =t=m;::Amﬂmm-ﬂdmmnlﬁnum:ﬂv‘uﬂmhm
"'rﬁ 'nl |

3 &% FEHTIE Mewu ANCHOR milk (8oo I TW)- & oY (fewrew wowm Lab) o= (FAN
s AIfe ST WAYTH DYAE AEATANT | (O IS ™ et ) 31 (k§! W W T

: T&a wew guermey I A

o fabfemnrs fir coreri> Qoo™ s o srfas-an e o el of covn Sy +fees,
offfada g2 AR TAW SHG] N AST W |

§  fatfemrs fire et aeomor fids o awverne fig- g sfed) colfiyw oF oo aes e

AR 7
M

Expressions



