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and commerce.

Another joint committee,
headed by the energy minis-
ters of the two countries, was
set up to discuss and explore
cooperation in the energy
sector.

Both commitiees were to

meet separalely yesterday.
They are due (0 meet again for
detailed discussions.

The proposal for setting up
the joint commission came
from Begum Zia while the pro-
posal regarding the (wo joint
committees was made by
Crown Prince Al-Sabah.

At the talks, Begum Zia
pointed out that political and
other ties between Dhaka and
Kuwail were excellent. There
was also ample scope for de-
veloping trade which was now
virtually non-existent. The
Bangladesh Prime Minister
made some specific sugges-
tions to expand economic co-
operation between the two
countries

Begum Zia suggested fre-
quent exchange of business
and trade delegations and
holding of trade fairs and exhi-
bitions in each other's capitals.

She apprised the Crown
Prince of foreign investment
opportunities and pointed out
that overseas investment in

Ezﬂglmlﬂh was protected by

Begum Zia thanked Kuwait
for its assistance for various
projects in Bangladesh.

Crown Prince Al Sabah
thanked Bangladesh for partic-
ipating in the re-construction
of his country after the Gulf
war.

He extended his moral sup-
port to various proposals and
suggestions made by the
B h Prime Minister.

Begum Zia, during the talks,
also apprised the visiting
leader of the water sharing

Injunction on
Dhaka Bar chief

vacated

By Court Correspondent

The court of the Additional
District Judge. Dhaka. yester-
day vacaled the lemporary in-
junction restraining the newly-
elected ptesident of the Dhaka
Bar Association Abu Sayeed

Sagar from discharging his du-
ties

Earlier, the court of the
Third Sub-Judge, Dhaka, had
ordered the injunction upon a
declaration suit filed by a de-
feated presidential candidate
in the association polls.

Manzur murder
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number of them would be pro-
duced as witnesses during the
trial.

Anether source close to the
investigators said that the CID
officials might submit a
'‘progress report’ on the inves-
tigation to the court before
April 17, the next date of hear-
ing of the case al the court of
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
(CMM), Chittagong.

CID investigators said they
need some more weeks Lo
complete the probe.

Meanwhile, fresh warrants

were issued by the court of the
CMM. Chittagong, fer produc-
ing the three former army offi-
cials, arrested in connection
with the case in the court on
April 17. They. were earlier
scheduled to be produced in
the ceurt on April 11.
' __Maj Gen (retd) Abdul Latif is
detained in the Dhaka Central
Jail: Lt Col (retd] Shamsur
Rahman in Tangail Jail and Maj
(retd) Kazi Emdadul Haq in
Comilla Jail.

problem affecting 40 million

peaﬁle in northern Bangla-
desh. The Crown. Prince ex-

pressed his sympathy with
Bangladesh on the water issuc
and assured that he would try
for a solution.

The Crown Prince of Kuwait
said. “Iraq was delaying in ful-
filling its conditions” for with-
drawal of sanctions imposed by
the United Nations and ex-
pressed the hope that at the
coming Bandung Conference,
the participating foreign min-
isters would pressurise Iraq to
fulfill the conditions without

an further delay.
Before the slart of the 1alks.

the Crown Prince paid a cour
tesy call on Begum Khaleda Zia
at the International Confe
rence Centre. During the call
on, the two leaders exchanged
pleasantries and discussed
matters of mutual interesi.

Women lawyers
seek punishment

of child abuser

By Staft Correspondent

The Bangladesh Jatiyva Mo-
hila Ainjeebi Samity (BJMAS)
yesterday demanded punish-
ment of the persons who car-
ried oul sadistic torture on a
10-year-old maid. Taslima, in
the city early this month.

In a statement yesterday,
the BJMAS observed that
though child labour was
banned in the country. atroci-
ties on children employed as
domestic servants were on the
rise.

The wife of a government
official reportedly abused her
maid Taslima on April 1, scar-
ring her bodv with a razor
blade.

The Kannna police found the
girl near the police station and
arranged lor her treatment at
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

Photo show at
Press Club

By Staff Correspondent

A two-day photography ex-
hibition organised by the
Bangladesh Photo Journalists’
Association began at the Jatiya
Press Club yesterday.

Part of the annual "Rupashi
Bangla" contest. welcoming
the Bengali New Year, this
year's competition drew 150
entries from 31 press photog-
raphers, which have been put
on display. The exhibition will

remain open f[or visitors from |
- 9 am to 8 pm today.

This vear's winners are:
First—Shahidul Islam (Shik-
der); second—Meer Farid and
Mahbub Hussain Khan Nabin;
third—Md Alam, Shafiuddin
Ahmed Bitu and Anisur
Rahmun of The Daily Star.

Zia murder case
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guiry into the case.

- This is the 55th shifting of
ihe hearing date since the case
was filed with Kotwali police
on June 2, 1981 following the
assassination of President Zia
on the night of May 30, 1981
at the local Circuit House.

The CMM also issued a
iresh reminder to Kotwali po-

- lice via ihe Police Commis-

sioner lor liling the probe re-
port at Lhe earllest.

During the hearing today.
Assistant Commissioner
|Prosecution) told the CMM
that Kotwali police had been
asked to submit the enquiry
report and that at his stage
nothing more could be said.

Abdul Hakim Khan,
Lthen assistant commissioner of
Koiwali thana who was the in-
vesligating officer of the case,
is now serving in Dhaka follow-
ing transfer from the CMP.
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KUSHUM

- Kushum is a delightful new
restaurant which promises you
traditional Bengali food. It will be at

n of -1
i ! I —

- d I}

Pty oot Sl R

e L X -1
L Y 1o F |.1 "1 ‘-.I " -

P AL '||-|."l'r 4 =7 r. "'-‘.-.J.ll-l’.ﬂ'l.‘ il o
oF

\ : e B ¥, - ‘_"r' .

your service for lunch and dinner
from the 15th of April 1995.
- You are cordially invited.

We wish you the best for Pahela
Baishakh which heralds the

beginning of the Bengali New Y

1402.
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Kuwait to help
develop oil,
gas resources

Kuwait yesterday assured
Bangladesh ol developing its
untapped oil and gas re-
sources, reports BSS.

The assurance came in a
meeting between Bangladesh
Energy and Mineral Resources
Minister Dr Khandaker Mo-
sharraf Hossain. and the vis-
iting Oil Minister of Kuwait, Dr
Abdul Mohssen Med eij Al-
Med eij

Dunng the over an hour
long meeting, Lthe two minis-
ters discussed ways and means
of possible cooperation of
Kuwait in energy sector ol
Bangladesh particularly in the
arcas ol oil, gas and limestone.
Seiting up of 2nd refinery in
Bangladesh alse came up in the
discussion and Kuwait has
showed keen interest in pro-
viding financial support for the

proposed refinery project to
be set up at Mongla.

Rafiquzzaman
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with an intent 1o harass him.
The case was filed in 1992 and
since then none of the eight
other co-accused have been ar-
rested and only Rafiquzzaman
was arrested because he was
an adviser to former president
Ershad. he argued. _
Moudud Ahmed also
claimed that the arrest of the
petitioner arising out of a civil
dispute is nothing but harass-
ment for political reasons and
that it is malalide and since no
charge sheet has been submit-

ted lhe arrest is motivated and
unwarranted.

Noting that Bangladesh
Shilpa Bank has also filed a
money suit which is still at the
hearing stage, he said it is not
proper to file a criminal case
when a civil suit is pending.
Submitting that the petitioner
is absolutely innocent and that
he is a respectable person,
Moudud Ahmed assured that if
he is granted bail he will not
misuse Lhe privilege of bail.

Opposing the bail praver.
Assistanl Public Prosecutor As-
saduzzaman, however, stated
that the petitioner took loans
from the BSB by using undue
influence and by disregarding
the industrial policy. He
claimed that the petitioner il-
legally transferred the money
overseas and went abroad. He
also stated that the petitioner,
after returning home, at-
tempted to destroy the evi-
dences of the case and if he is
granted bail he will again leave
the country.

After hearing the arguments,
of both sides, the court gave
the judgement.

Earlier on April 3, Dr
Rafiquzzaman was arrested by
the Anti-Corruption Bureau on
charges relating to the defal-
cation of a BSB loan of over Tk
10.85 crore. He was sent to
the Dhaka Central Jail after the
CMM's court rejected a bail
prayer and the District and
Sessions Judge, Dhaka, with-
held an interim bail prayer till
yesterday's hearing of an ap-
peal against the lower court

ruling.
FBCCI
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investment from the Kuwaiti
royal family in Bangladesh
which, he said, would encour-
age investors from the Gulf to
think about Bangladesh.

"Any investment from Sabah
family will, without doubt, be a
signal to the Gulf and the
world at large that Bangladesh
is a safe and mature haven for
investment. We earnestly need
such flagship initiatives," Rah-

man said.
Apprising the Kuwaiti dele-

gation of Bangladesh's incen-
tive package to foreign in-
vestors, he said, with decline
in the attractiveness of Depo-
sitory Receipts, Kuwaiti in-
vestors could profitably par-
ticipate in companies in
Bangladesh growing with local,
regional and export markets.

On the lucrative return
from investment in Bangla-
desh’'s capital market, the
FBCCI President said, "The
market is still termed bargain
basement having single digit
price earning ratio and remain
very attractive picking for any
astute investor.”

Rahman mentioned power
generation, petro-chemicals
based on natural gas, teleco-
mmunications, oil refinery,
basic pharmaceuticals, real
estate development, private air
field, shipping as potential
areas for Kuwaiti investments,
either in 100 per cent or in
joint veriture.

The FBCCI chief also made a
request for import of Bangla-
deshi consumer items by Ku-
wait. '

He cited Bangladesh prod-
ucts, including leather goods
and footwear, ceramic wares,
shrimps, readymade garments,
tea and jute goods have already
entered competitive European
and North American markets.

The annual import of
Kuwait is about 7 billion US
dollars, a sizeable portion of
which are consumer goods.

Bangladesh and Kuwait
maintain a modest level of

trade. In 1993-94. Bangla-

¥ worth 1.35 million.

desh's export to the Gulf state
‘stdod at 1.69 million US
dollars while imports
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Students of the American School, Dhaka performing a
dance at a function on the eve of the Bengali New Year
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Pahela Baishakh today
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evaluation ol our successes and
failures of the oulgoing year in
order (o lace the challenges ol
the new year with renewed
vigour and determination.

In her message. Awami
League chiel Sheikh Hasina
conveved her greetings and
goodwill to the nation and
called for taking a fresh pledge
for wellare of the people.

"We have to consolidate our
hard-earned independence
and establish the rights of the
people by toiling all conspira-
cies against the people and the
independence.” she said.

The days programmes. in-
clude colourtul processipns,
musical soirees, Baishakhi me-

las (fairs) and discussion
meetings. '
Radio Bangladesh and

Bangladesh Television will air
special programmes while the
newspapers will publish spe-
cial supplements highlightin
the significance of the day.

Chhayvanaul. a cultural or-
ganisation. will hold its tradi-
tional musical soiree at the
Ramna park this morning.

Artistes of Chhayanaut will
welcome the new year with
Tagore's "Esho Hey Baishakh
Esho Yey” under the big banyan
iree.

To facilitate smooth holding
ol the new vear functions at
‘the Ramna Park. no shops or
stalls will be permitted this
year inside the park.

The Baishakh Utsav Com-
mittee 1402 has taken up a
seven-day programme which
includes a colourful procession

from the Fine Arts Institute ofy
the Dhaka University starting-

at 8 am and also a water colowr
exhibition.

The Bangladesh Small and
Cotiage Industries Corporatio
has arranged a week-lon
Baishakhi mela at the Dhan-
mondi Club field.

The Bangla Academy has ar-

ranged a week-long folk festi-
val.

The Bangladesh Awami
League will bring out a colour-
ful procession from the Ba-
hadur Shah Park at 8 am. It
will end in front of the Engi-
neer s institution where a cul-
tural function will follow.
Sheikh Hasina is expected to
be the chief guest.

The Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi
Samajik Sangskritik Sangstha
(JASAS]) will hold a cultural
function at the Ramna park at
4 pm.

The Rhishij Shilpi Goshthi
will give a performance in
front of the Shishu Park al
6:30 am. 4

The organisation will also
accord a reception to Hazera
Bibi, a well-known folk singer.

La Galerie has organised a
week-long Baishakhi mela at
its premises which opens at 5
pm today.

The Bangladesh Sangskriti
Kendra will hold a rally of
bouls (village bands), and a
three-day Baishakhi mela. Ed-
ucation Minister Jamiruddin
Sircar will inaugurate the pro-
gramme at Mohammadpur.

The Nagar Sanskritik
Goshthi of the Dhaka City Cor-
poration will organise an art
competition for children.

The Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy has organised a cul-
tural function at its auditorium
at 6:30 pm.

The gu]bul Academy of Fne
Arts will hold cultural func-
tions at its three city branches
at 6 pm. The Nazrul Institute
will hold a seminar and cul-
tural function at its premises
at 4:30 pm.

To welcome the new year,
the Rotary Club of Dilkusha, in
cooperation with the Rotaract
Club of Dilkusha and Inner

Wheel Club of Dilkusha, will
hold a blood donation pro-

gramme at the Ramna Park in
the morning.
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tor. is ready to provide funds
for infrastructure development
in such sectors as power,
telecommunication, . bridge
construction, oil and gas ex-
ploration and even agriculture,
Ms Leonard told the meeting.
“We are looking forward to
investing in the capital market

L of the country,” she said,

Ms Leonard noted that the
[FC could mobilize funds from
the international community
for bigger projects and provide
-advisory services and technical
assistance to éntrepreneurs.

MCCI president Anis-ud-
Dowla sought the cooperation
of the IFC in reducing the cost
of gas in the commercial sec-
tor in order to encourage
power generation in the pri-
vate sector. s

“There is a growing energy

shortage in the country. With

an average daily load-shedding
of upto 456 megawats, a crisis

situation has arisen with the
mills and factories outside the
metropolitan areas having to
suffer production losses due to
unplanned load-shedding."
Ands-ud-Dowla said. demand-
ing generation of power by the
mills and factories themselves.

He also pointéd out that the
reduced tariff and non-tariff
barriers policy of the govern-
ment had allowed India to in-
crease exports to Bangladesh,
whereas, exports to India werg
much less due to the high tar-

MCCI seeks IFC help

iff and non-tariff policy of that
country.

“Such disparate trade and
tariff policies of the two neigh-
bouring countries are not only
forcing closure of local indus-
tries, conditions for a stable
trade relationship between the
two countries are also being
vitiated,” he said. He sug-
gested the IFC should consider
asking the World Bank to raise
this issue with the Indian pol-
icy-makers at the Paris
Consortium meeting later this
month.

Secretary-general of the
MCCI CK Haider said the gov-
ernment should open up oil
refineries and [fertiliser
factories to the private sector,
saying that privatising these
industries would create a
tremendous positive impact on
the capital market.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed by SH Kabir, MCCI
vice president Samson H
Chowdhury, A Halfiz Chow-
dhury. Feisal Siddigi and Syed
Mohsin Ali.

684 more Rohingyas

return home

Cox's BAZAR, Apr 13:. As
many as 684 Rohingya refugees
yesterday voluntarily returned
to their homes in Myanmar
raising the total number of
repatriated persons (o
1,87.539, reporis BSS.
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Water shanng 1Ssue

to mobilise
public opinion

By Staff Correspondent

Workers Party has wurged
the government to formulate a
water policy and take a politi-
cal initiative to reseolve the
problem of water-sharing
through mutual cooperation
among the governments and
peoples of Bangladesh, India
and Nepal.

it also demanded of the
government to bulld a dam in
the country to counter the im-
pact of unilateral withdrawal of
watler by India.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the party office yester-
day, Workers Party general
secretary Rashed Khan Menon
said that to mobilise public
opinion on the water issue, his
party had taken up a pro-
grammes.

The programmes include
exchange of views with re-
source persons in Dhaka on
April 15, gherao of the GK
project in Kushtia on April 16.
holding of rallies from April 21
to 28, a seminar in Dhaka on
April 29, district level rallies
and marches on May 4. 5 and
6. peasants rally in Rajshahi on
May 7 and observing Farakka
Day' on May 16.

Agr Minister

From Page |

from giving any further state-
ment against such reports
since one-member commis-
sion of enquiry with Justice
Badrul Haider Chowdhury has
heen formed to determine the
cause of fertiliser crisis. the
handout said.

Double-murder trial
From Page 1

dhurv Shoma, a second yvear
student ol the Mymensingh
Medical Colleye, were slaugh-
tered with a kitchen knife at
their third-floor flat on Octo-
ber 2 last.

Detective Police arrested
Romena alias Nomi, 35, the
sole suspect, from a village in
Manikganj two days later.

Following investigations,
police submitted the charge-
sheet on January 26 against
Romena. who confessed to the
crimes in a judicial statement
made before a magistrate.

The court nominated Advo-
cate Abdul Hasib as the state
defence for Romena who ex-
pressed her inability to afford
the services of a lawyer.

Assistant Public Prosecutor
M Masud Ahmed Talukder will
cotrluct the case for the state.

April 23 has been fixed for
arraigiment .

DHAKA FRIDAY, APRIL 14, 1995
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The Midnight File

Russian jets bomb Afghan
town: 100

ISLAMABAD. Apr 13: Russian jets based in
heavily bombed the northern Afghan town of
killing 100 people and wounding 200,
said. The bombing of the town. which is the

the

province bordering Tajikistan, also destroyed many
and shops, said the broadcast monitored in Islamabad,

reports Reutler.

#

Ukraine to close
Chernobyl N-plant

KIEV. Apr 13: Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma today
pledged to close down the Chernobyl nuclear plant by the
year 2000 and replace it by a gas lired power station, reports

AFF

Prokrichi
Fromm Page |

Prokrichi-BCS Ceniral Action
Council had earlier planned
their strike across the country
Iroom April 16

Instead. they will now ob-
serve a loken strike and hold a
rally on April 16

"We do not want to further
worsen Lhe condition of the

people with our sirikes and
other programmes.” Dr. MA

Majed. Chairinan of the Action
Council. told a press confer-
ence at the Engineers Institu-
tion in Dhaka.

"People are already sufler-
ing and they are worried about
the insufficient supply of] fer-
Liliser. the price hike of
foodstufl, and lack of irrigation
water.,” he said.

The Prokrichi leaders ac-
cused the governmeni ol
hreach of contract and said it
had succumbed 10 a racket in
the bureaucracy.

The governnwiit 1s respon-
sible for the present situation
in the fowd. lertiliser and irri-
gation sectors they said.

No feud in JP

From Page |

government oppression for the
last four years, the JP is still a
big force in the country's po
litical arena.

“If we have fair and free
elections now, the world will
be surprised at our party's
success”, he said confidently.

Quoting figures from the
World Bank's latest report.
Manju said that the country's
economic condition has wors-
ened compared to that during
JP rule till December 1990,

As regards the present po-
litical crisis over the caretaker
government issue, the new JP

Secretary General said that the -

Opposition was forced to take
the present tough stance. “But

the present times require
very bold decision by the lead-
ers in power.” he said.

Shishu Academy

award goes to
Fayez Ahmed
By Staff Correspondent

Fayez Ahmed received the
literary award for the Bengali
year 1401 for his contribution
to child literature.

The award carries a purse
of Taka 25.000, says an Aca-

press release yesterday.

Fayez Ahmed has 27 books
for children to his credit.
Among these, Ta dhin ta'.
‘Putli’. Ta ta thoi thoi' are
imost notable.

Non-govt teachers
to get benefit
on retirement

The government has fi-
nalised the issue of providing
fAnancial benefit to the teach-
ers of non-government high
schools after their retirement.
reports BSS.

This was stated by Educa-
tion Minister Jamiruddin Sir-
car at a condolence meeting of
Alhaj Md. Nuryllah, Headmas-
ter, New Model High School,
Sukrabad in the capital.

The education minister said
that the issue of forming a wel-
fare trust for the teachers was
under the consideration of the
gﬂwzrnm:nti

Nor'wester
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from Barisal adds: Two persons
were killed and 25 injured
when a severe nor'wester
lashed Dashmina and Sadar
thanas of Patuakhali district
yesterday.

One Jasimuddin, 16, of
Purbalaxmipur village under
Dashmina thana and lsmail,
52, of Chalitabunia under Sadar
thana of the district died in
house collapse.

More than 300 houses were
damaged in the nor'wester.
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