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Subha Nababarsha

The dawning of Pahela Baishakh heralds, fol-
lowing the seasonal course, the prevailing of na-
ture's regenerative force ower its destructive
power. An inescapable irony in this law of life and
nature has been fully recognised by the Bangalees.
This is why we have placed the month of
Kalbaishakhi at the beginning of our calendar. An
intimate knowledge of the capriciousness of na-
ture has made us courageous enough to find the
universal truth in which creationn and destruction
are the two sides of the same coin. No wonder,
the greatest of Bangalee poets, Rabindranath in-
vokes the spirit within to burn down the spoils of
useless life and vows to begin anew.

As a nation too we also made our first few
uncertain steps in the foot-prints of the Bisva
Kabi, which over the years turned into a cultural
wave to put our national politics in its right per-
spective. Indeed without that sustaining cultural
nourishment our socio-political aspiration could
not have reached us where we are now. This is
however not to say that during the past 24 years
our national ethos shaped into a wholesome psy-
chic urge. The strength society needs to hold it-
self together mainly comes from our commitment
to culture. The cutting edge of culture is manifest
by the fact that songs of Rabindranath and Nazrul
are gradually making way into thie hearts of more
people across the country. Thanks to a few dedi-
cated people and institutions, music and drama
have also assumed a fitting role in advancing our
culture. |

. Amidst a growing list of failures topped by our

. politics. a most netable progress has been made
in the area of women's participation in the task of
nation-building. Despite some calculated attempts
by forces opposed to women's socio-economic

~ emancipation, they have come a long way along
the path of empowerment. Although they still
have miles to go before being at par with men,
they have at least responded to the beckoning of
the horizon. Taking stock of our national
aclievements in other areas we sadly record our
poor performance in education, health, industri-
alisation and law and order. Yawning poverty now

seems to bring down everything we could other-

wise show as signs of progress..All this, needless
to say. relates to our political ineptitude.

Does this mean that we must feel resigned to
desponden In fact, this is all the more reason
whv we must build on the few attainments already

" recorded by us. Let these inspire us to make
g::sh pledges on this new year's day for
ood work into other areas of our nation
life. Subha Nababarsha to all.

Private Company in Power
I ever}rthmg goes accnrding to lan the
cﬂuntry will be producing snntglthin | privatie

tia on o e electricity it
needie s Mt ey S hadbinitialiod »
deal to set up power plants here Now two more
companies — Solar International and Occidental

Venture Corporation — have decided to join in to

help us generate power in the country's private

sector.
Althmﬁh the government has done its part of

the initi

understan

lmmediate

the s

ef for us — the consumers. From
igning uf the MOU to the production of
it would indeed be a long process taking
up at least a lead time of four years. Du this
period government cooperation will be solicited
.almost at every stage. Unless it is to extend

its help and cnu ratiun the implementation of
thig tcts will’ ry difficult.
mittedly, we have taken a long time to make

our first move in inviting foreign companies to
the power sector. Our neighbouring countries
have all been miles ahead: specially Pakistan,

which has made a deal for po eneration with
forcign companies Wﬂrt’ilp nu% IPﬂt::m‘l.lr }ilhtm

" dollars. Yet let us console ourselves with the oft-
repeated cliche: better late than never. Now that
‘'the agreement has been: réached on power

neration, it should be made clear as to how its
istribution will be accomplished. Generation
-alone does not solve the problem. Surely we

- “cannot rely on a distribution system noted for its
- inefficiency, mismanagement and obsolescence
for reac te our consumers the electricity
produced by an efficient management.

- The question is: why should we accept the
‘'mismanagement, theft and inefficiency in the

atised the PDB,

power sector, which have stigm
until before the private companies go into
have to be

electricity generation? Steps
immediately taken to improve its service. Both

administrative and legal measures are called for.

Laws to deal with discrepancies and abuses
entrenched in the system are outdated calling for
immediate reform.

Births and Deaths

A report from Cox's Bazar points to the gross
‘negll gence of all concerned in entering cases of
death and birth into record books. There is a
provision for a fine worth Tk 5 only if the parents
should fail to report the birth of their baby to
pourashava or union parishad authority within 90
days of the child's arrival. Parents apart, the
health workers are also responsible for cuﬂectlng
information about the new-born. -

Maybe, the original idea behind involving
health workers was to double-check on birth. But
since this has been a dual duty, neither the par-

“ents not the health workers do their job and
hence births go mostly unreported. However,
there is a need for birth certificates at the time of -
admission to a school or for various other pur-
poses. No doubt, such a requirement is dubiously

met.

The implications of this can hardly be overem-
phasised. What happens as a consequence is that
people cuming up with fictitious dates of birth
render the population records:suspect. All this
in turn reduccs the reliability of the vutcrn ltst
with the added factor of unrepo i ai
grained in it. AR

There is therefore an urgent heed
strengthening the system of registration of
deaths and births. If the existing law fails to cope
with the situation, let us have an effective one.

and ensure more

b({q 5mnﬁ the memorandums of
is does not bring any

- manhole menace,

Hor T

ESEARCH reports on
military  matters seid-
om lind or say what
acivally happens, ‘Brasstacks
amd Beyond', a research report
ol the exercises (he Indian
armed torces conducted in
December 1986 and Januarv
1987, 1s no better. Alter
reading the report, one is not

wiser. The live scholars from
Indha. Pakistan and America.
who have conducted the
research,. admit in the in-
iroduction that "the full truth”

has elided them and that they
have 1l

e dormation or
condlicting  inbormation” o
Cribical chetaiks

Yer b stary thee have
been able o reconstruct gives
an uninterrapted account. And
sitice they have been able to
lalk in lndia o the people who
planned and executed the ex-
ercises and in Pakistan who

icok counter measures, ithe
reports has a ring ol authen-
Heity, 1t is also revealing in
Inany ways

The report brings oul how
so0n after his appointment as
chief of army staflf, General K
Sundarji conceived the exer
cises cotde-named brassiacks.
The lirst three phases were ol
paper. new lormations and the

mechanisation process
evolved. They did not evoke
nivich concern either in

Islamiabad or in Washington.
(The latter was kept in the
picture by New Delhi).

it was the fourth phase of
the exercise which caused
"deep apprehensions.” The
sheer scale, said to be have in-
volved two lakh troops, and
the location, 60 to 80 kilome-
tres from the border, alarmed
Pakistan. It discovered that
many trains in Rajasthan were
cancelled and train services to
Amritsgr. Jammu and Kalka
were suspended to facilitate
the movement of troops and
military  equipment. The

A Military Exercise that Misfired

The Pakistanis

troops carried live ammauin:-

Liorr. 1 Jomw ordinarily in

military exercises,
Islitmabad' s suspicions

heighiened when the informa-
tion given by New Dethi — as
promised by Rajiv Goasdhi 1o
then Pakistan prinne mmiiister
Mobianed Kl Jonwejo at ithe
Hanaloae SAARC sivmmit —
was  lonnd skeitchy” and

“inaccuralte. Pakistan's Inter
Services Intelligence (I1SI) had
given the Pakistan top brass a
more detailed picture. Added
tu it was Islamabad's general

distrust about New Delhis in- .

tentions.

Washington. teo, did not
ireal the exercise as anything
viher than routine until
December. But, subsequently.
there was a panic lest India
should advance across the in-
iernational border. "I this
were to happen. the American
assessment,” according to the
report, "was that Pakistan
could last no more than a
month unless India committed
a major military blunder or

unilaterally halted ting."
Paklistan react by pro-

longing ils regular exercise
and did not inform India about
it. The Pakistani authorities
increased their vigilance along
the border, especially the
brasstacks exercise area. and
warned its own formations that
collective training might have
to be . Leave for offi-

cers and lﬁldicrl was ¢an-

celled (Islamabad also kept
Washington informed.) The
Pakistan Air Force (PAF) also
decided to keep its satellite

perceived that India might attack under the umbrella of an exercise. The vulnerable
MMWMIM-WH that Pakistan's stationing of troops in the Ravi-
Cheneb corridor was a threat to its troubled areas of Punjab and Kashmir.

base= at lull working peak.
That was not considered ade-

quate.

It was in January 1987 that
Pakisiani forces crossed the
losdhran Bridge over the Sutlej
nedr Bhawalpur. heading for
their peacetime location in
Miultan. But they did not stop
at Multan. however, and comn

tinued marching until they oc-
cupied  positions opposite 1o

Bhatinda  and  Ferozepur
I"akistan also woved its sixih
armoured division to
‘Gujranwala aren.

This pdsitioning worried

ridor was a threat o s trou-
bled areas of Punjab and

vises and the conseguent
Pakistani response became
eventually a big exercise of
brinkinanship.

Aecording te the report,
Pakistan s military olficials
teindd to jusiify their defensive
move as the direct produci ol
threat generated by the mas-
sive movements associated
with brasstacks and "the non-
cooperative attitude” of Indian
military officials. Equally inter-
esting was the Indian realing

— e
BETWEEN THE LINES
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New Delhi. The report quotes
a senior Indian officlal as say-
ing that Pakistan could now
sirike at two points simultane-
ously — not only in Kashmir
area di but also cutting
off Amritsar and Ferozepur,
thus denying India access to
Kashmir. Despite the fact that
the Pakistan army was
cautious defensive moves. New
Delhi read these diflerently
and began (o underiake
counter-defensive measures.
The Pakislanis perceived
that 1 miiht attack und-er
the umbrella of

sidered Sind. India’s belief was
that Pakistan's statigning of

The vulnerable point was cun

troops in the Ravi-Chieneb cor-

of Pakistani moves and accom-
panying justification ol truop
movemenis towards Kashmir
and Punjab. Being suspicious of
each other, beoth saw Lhe
other's moves as offensively
oriented. By January 23. the
two forces were more or less
in a confrontation position.

On January 23 iteell. Natwar
Singh. then minister of state
for external affairs, summoned
Humayun Khan, then Pakistan
ambassador in New Delhi, to
convey a deadline for pulling
back Pakistani troops.
Humayun Khan quickly sent
the message. In Islamabad.
Indian ambassador S K Singh
was summoned to the I'nrﬁl:n
office by Pakistani minister of

state lor loreign «fMairs Zian
Noorani and tekd in no umcer-
tain terms (hat FPakistan
blamed India for escalating
lension.

It was  then Pakistan
President Zia-ul-Haq. who ad-
vised Junejo to talk to Rajiv
Gandhi on the telephone.
(Presideit Reagan is supposed
0o have rung him). Junejo
spoke (o Rajiv Gandhi. allirm-
ing Pakist.n s desire for de-

escalation. |le puinted outl thay
India had asked Pakisian 1o

dismantle its defences but had
not vel con what il in-
tennded to do about the amass-

ing of s own troops. After the

telephone conversation be-
tween the two prime minis-
lers. tensions began to dimin-
ish. New Delhi accepted
Humayun Khan's request for
immediate talks on de-escalat-
ing the border crisis.

Pakistan's foreign secretary
Abdul Sattar arrived in Delhi by
the end of January. The two
sides not only agreed (o siep-
by-step withdrawal but a firm
commitment that they would
not attack each other. The
hotline, which had inexplicably
remained unused, once again
became aclive between India
and Pakistan. The brasstacks
exercise was allowed to pro-
ceed until the end of February
1987. But it was a mere for-
mality.

Zia-ul-Haq visited India
ostensibly to watch the cricket
match at Jaipur and met Rajiv
Gandhi 10 accelerate the pro-
cess of de-escalation. It was all
over by then. However,

brasstacks made it easier for
Pakistan Jlo obtain advanced
weapons from America. li be-
came more difficult for India
Lo get technology ilems
cleared from Washington.
India, according to the report.
wias seen "as reckless and
provocative.”

The report's weakest side is
the political input. The re-
search scholars have not been
able to find out what went be-
hind the scenes at the Lop
level at leasi in New Delhi. be-
cause all moves, whether mili-
lary or political. stopped im '
Pakistan at Zia. But muach could
have been known in India.

For exampie. in India there
are still leading politicians who
tell vou how Sundarji exceeded
lis briefl and nearly went into
the Pakistan territory.. Rajiv
Gandhi reportedly came to -
know about it at the nick of
the time and erdered him to
stop. The allegation that
Sundarji and Arun Singh. then
minister of staie for defence,
were wanting to stage a coup
has not yet been scotched fully.

The Intelligence Bureau
(IB) is said to have warned
Rajiv Gandhi about it. Whether
he believed the story or not is
not known. But the fact re-
mains that he ousted Arun
Singh from the government
and curbed Sundarji during
the small period he was left
with of s tenure.

The report prebably pur-
posely avoided (reading the
risky path because it would
have meant delving deep into
the secrets of the establish-
ment on both sides and it
might have annoyed some at
the top. My experience is that
such reports go up to a point
ﬂnd not beyond. although this

report says that it has gone be-
yond After all. the research
scholars are too close to the
establishment. '

Poverty Alleviation: Looking into the Budget Expenditures

IlyﬂllnlAhm

(IVERNMENTS ol the
poor countries. wheth-
er democratic or auto-

cralic. are presently predomi-
nated by the views of the egali-
larian economists that devel-
opment no longer means the
growth ol their economies, but
stmply

ol the gross domestic product
IGDP). Elimination ol poverty
implies lilting poor people out
ol the povertly line.

The basic theme of poverty
alleviation was introduced in
the First Five-Year Plan [1973/
74-1977/78) of Bangladesh in
designing and [(ormulating
such projects and programmes
as would alleviate poverty.

Sinve then these are continu- -
ing in all the subsequent Fives,

Year Plans. [ the objectives trf
all the lour previous develop-

ment plans, It was learly
spelicd onl 1o redinee poverty

come distribution  through
rapid economic growth.
Planners argued Lhal higher
growth, though essential for
poverty alleviation. did not
always benefit the poor who
live under the poverty line. It
is because the poverty stricken
people do not possess Lhe
human and non-human assets
viz, education, skill, land,
capital, ete and for such con-
straints higher. growth cannot
bring higher return for them;

| and higher ' growth may not

create sufficient employment
opportunities and provide ad-
equate real wages for th: un-
skilled people.

Su they suggested iwo
complementary approaches.
Firstly. macro-economic and
secloral policies should be di- .
rected at improving efficiency
and increasing productivity
and growth in Lhose sectors
where - majority of the poor
live. Secondly. direct pro-
grammes should be taken to
bring out the poor from bciuw
the poverty line.

The second appmach gen-

- erated the programmes what

are now generally known as
poverty - alleviation pro-
grammes. These programmes
have lwo broad dimensions.
The [lirst includes the pro-
grammes (0 enhance the earn-
ing capacity ol the
second includes the pro-

S e s e ee—— WSS - S L. Sm———TRET

Wherethehdago?h

Sir. Volumes have already
been written on the open

: : But who
cares”? WASA feels sick and
tired in replacing the stolen
manholes. But is it so? -

Why can't the law enforcing °

authorities pull up. the night
guards? Or is it within the
purview of DMP/DMC? Why
the miscreants are not brotght

seek game? Why stolen man-
hole lids are so much in de-
mand aliegﬁdly? I:er. H‘: it

-'ﬁ.rhert it "g a ‘@ ’l"L'.'I']if

price? '
How long shall we run the

risk of stumbling irito the open

manhole and succumb? This

question must be answered by

the elimination of .
poverty. Growth means growth -

- and Cottage

vyuitable in-

- in three areas.

able

poor. The

to book? Why this hide and __ ©f the major

" inside the

gramines to directly or |m:ll- A
rectly transfer income to the
puor, :
The B."mglndufl' EOVeTn-
ment expenditures through
the budgeits on +the pro-
grammes (0 enhance the earn-
ing capacity of the poer are al-
located in two areas. Firstly,
development of human re-
sources. This provides educa
tional and health fadilities.
Secondly, devﬂupﬁ-m; of
training lmd
grammes t

Rural Develo mnt

the current status of m

but make the poar capable of
Larning invEhe, ﬁi’twi?tv

tion-oriented t:penﬂiluu:
the government operates reliel
programmes during the peri-

ods of natural calamities. Let us
now look inte the extent and
trend of the government ex-

penditures W At poverty
nrir.nted uncﬁ“

- Annual Deve
erated nutﬂde 1 huddct
~ and docu

“'mlh: fuood

uﬁ" we mw

Iuthcmbudm pouﬂym

supplying them financial
resources through credit and
by developing- their human

resources through providing

educational and health care
lincluding family plannjngj
facilities.

Government cxpmduurcn

~ on Lthe programmes which di- .
" rectly or indirectly transfer in-

come to the poor are allocated
Firstly. in the
policiés which affect the rela-
tive prices. Examples are,

price subsidies for foodgrains

distributed through Public
Foodgrain Distribution System
(PFDS). support or procure-
ment prices for crops grown
by the poor, and subsidies for
agricultural inputs. Secondly,

in the programmes which pro-
vide temporary employment
for the poor. Examples are.
Food for Work (FFW)], canal

digging, and rural works pro-

grammes. Thirdly. pro-
grammes which provide food-
grains to the womeén and chil-
dren who ‘are se\ mal-
nourished. is, Vulner-
(VGD); it's a monthly pro-
gramme for a period of two
years which provides food-
grains to the destitute mothers
having two children and whose
husbands are disabled.

In addition to.these tw
categories of poverty alleviac

R e E TR s
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the uulhurilits Lnn{*trned

And, of course the government
owes an explanation to us for

- this flagrant lapse.

Flit Lt (Retd) Hﬂl‘ll'.uddin
Dhaka- 1206

'Slum problem' is nn‘l'
the campus of Hﬂ:ﬂldelh
Agricultural Institute (BAI,
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar., Dhaka.

Sir,

‘ﬁ Ly unnuthurhad penrpll

beeri Jiving inside the BAT
campus by creating shum aseas.
Due to these shumé, tlye overall
social and;securily: sityation.’

rating day by day. The BAI

Group Development

Igttcm o ub : -I'.I'l M ootumm:. p HI be. atlmjnlﬂunﬂon i:lﬁhcl'l lhﬂI
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are ‘accepted. However, all communica-,
tmmu#bmcthcwntcnrmtm,wmm

is. deterio-

data on the poverty alleviation
expenditures. The first in-
curred on the revenue budgel.
the second on the ADP, the
third on FFW and the last on
VGD. Poverty alleviation data

_under the revenue budget in-

cludes on educa-
tion. health and family plan-
ning. agricuiture (ifncluding

fisheries, veterinary, and co-

operatives), relief, labour and
training, social weélfare, irriga-
tion, public hea.!th sanitary
and water supply and subsi-
dies. Data under the ADP In-

cludes expenditures on educa-
tion and training, health and

family planning. agriculture
(including crop. fisheries.
forestry, livestock and all the
input subsidies excluding frri-
gation), rural development in-
stitutions ({including BRDB).
and flood control m water
resources (including trrigauun
uuhl’ldiﬂl :

it appem frum thie dnta
that during the period 1972-
73 through 1994-95, on aver-
age, an amount of Tk 2896
crore per year was uﬂomtbd on
the. puv:rt}r alleviation pro-
grammes. The alloca-
tion was in 1994-95 (Tk 5042

crore) and lowest in 1974-75
(Tk 988 crore). .During the
. the average alloeation was
IBBG crore, tn thl.-: Bﬂs it

and students thfough different
committees have.been trying

; mremetheﬂumllmlduttn

some legal and technical
pmblenu the' move hu yﬂ to

Thelegalpmmlfarwict

" ing the unauthorised people is

er:,r much complicated which
needs approval from a number
of authorities. The technical

problems on the way to con-
taining the slum problem in-

clude — absence of well-pro-

 tected gates on the college's

entry points, non-completion,
of the boundary walls, lack of. -
enough security ltﬂ etc.

it is, however, heu:tenlng
that the Mimwﬂ' Agriculture

is processing & mﬂe#*

-h.m pranuIm for all

Now what 48 m:wr
- heeded
from all the quu:ﬂ:rl Iﬂciullu
the VIPs.

=
M Zahidud Hmulr
BAl Teachers’ A
Dhaka

'inereasing at a tremendous

u(;..ﬁ'ﬁ pef cent whichi is mope than

.. was railsed more than

WML cod

is thie 'gboperation

ifdw
lon,

was Tk 2604 crore. and in the
first hall of 90s it was at Tk
4311} crore. In other words,

allocation in the 80s increased
by 63 per cent over the decade
of 708 and in the 90s {t in-
creased by 60 per cent over
the 80s. So. the allocation is

pﬁ'unt. having an annual av-
Mgrmthrmnl‘nmundﬁ

‘per’ cent .wiiich is more than .

e Industries Corpo- mmmm m.fﬁ%‘ thé economy's growth (growth :

‘ration [BSE[C} This expenidi- -
tures do not lessen directly”

rate of the GDP over the pe-
rmdlunrnund#perunt}

The figures show riv-
alloecation /GDP ratio of around

the non-tax GDP ratio of the
economy. In other words. it
means that. of the. total rev-
enue earnings (tax and non-

"tax) of the government. more

than one of its elements earn-
ings go into the allocation of
poverty oriented expenditures.

in the revenue hudget,

poverty oriented programmes -

during the last 23 years. on an
average. shared 34 per cent of
the total budget allocation. The
highest share was in 1972-73
(64 per cent} and the lowest
in 1975-76 (21 per.cent). The
average share was 36 per

in the 708, 32 per cent in lhl:
80s and it again reached 36
per cent in the first half of
90s. It implies. more than one-
third of the revenue expendi-
tures is bcing allocated for ihe
poverty - alleviation pro-
grammes. Its implications are
noteworthy on the ground that
financial domestic resources
are very scarce in the econ-

" Under the development .

budget. over the span of lasi
23 years, on average, 40 per

" cent resources was allocated

for the poverty oriented pro-
grammes. The decade of 70Us
enjoyed 42 per cnmt allocation,
the 80s enjoyed 38 per cemnt
and’ first half of the 90s en-
joynd again 42 per cent. Let us

Sir, A crisis of ;uper Ccan-
tinues to persist in the country
for the past one year while the
fertiliser crisis is-at its peak
- but there seems no hope to
overcome the crisis (of paper)
fir the near future.

Magura Paper Mills, said to
be a joint venture project ol
the Govts of China and
Bangladesh, is yet to be onm
stream though shares and

dcbcntummluuuddurhg'

the time of caretaker govern-
ment in January ‘91. it is ab-
normal in the context of issue
of initial public offering of

‘shares that a joint venture

could not be in production
though enough public money
four

Bank
portedly sued BCIC, eight di-
rectors and twd share holders

Only ‘recently Al-Barakas _
princigial

. of M/s Eastern Pulp and Paper

Products for a sum of Tk 23.61
crore said to have been bor-
rowed from the bank. If se,
doesn't it seem evident in the
above background that some

now try Lo find out the political
dimension of the poverty alle-
viation programmes under _he
different governments. We
shall exclude the periods of
President Mustague and Presi-

- dent Sattar. These periods

were so brief that no statistical
evaluation would be tenable.
For the technical reason in the
availability of data on a fiscal
year basis. we shall consider
only those full fiscal years
which the governments had
enjoyed. The periods are like
these: Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib's period (1972-73—
1974-75), General Zia's period
{1976-77—1980-81). General
Ershad's period (1982-83—
1989-90). and Begum Khaleda
Zia's period (1991-92—1984-
95!

Wsdnﬁuﬂuhﬂﬂmmmmﬁmﬂﬁp&r
cent of the total budget allocation. MWMWMIMH(HMMI)WMWhHH-H(M

per cent). | ; i .

It appears from the statis-
' tics that during the period of
hu the average rafe
of allocation was Tk 1449
crore, indicating a share of 54
per cent in the total allocation,
6 per cent ratio to GDP and
having a negative growth in the
allocation, The share is highes!
among all the governmenls.
the ratio to GDP is at par with
General Zia's and General Er
shad's periods. but the average
rate of allocation is the lowest
and there was no growth in the
programmes. Here, one point
should be made fully clear that
the period of Bangabandhu
does merit for the research,
because not only the time sj:an
was too short for any kind of
statistical analysis but the deli-
nitions of the items were dil-
ferent and the programme like
VGD did not develpp at all and
FFW progranune was taken
only for the last year with a lil-
tle coverage. and also the pe-
riod should simply be consid-
eredd as rehabilitation period.

[t " is presented here only
for 1he sake of statistics. Bul
still then. the commitment for
the poverty oriented pro-
grammes was there. Data sayvs
like that. :

During the period of Gen-
eral Ziu. the average rate ol al-
loc.niomn increased to Tk 2014

'I.ﬂ:mad muntryrnm mntinue
to manage siphoning off share
holders' investment along with
bank loan while students are in
great difficuity due to exorbi-
tant price of paper?

Sadiq Alee

120/ 1 Maghbazar. Dhaka-1217

Status of working
women

Sir, t seems that in Ban-
gladesh today we hear a new
proclamation from the rr-
ligious activistis every day. The
other day they said women are
meant to stay at home and
work under their husbands
fert. Recently they said that all
women working for poverty
alleviation under NGOs are up
for grabs, basically there to be
violated by any man (I fear for
those NGO women working in

obe, has re- ) il v one satd & word

How come our lemale headed
government allows all this
abuse against working women
in fact any women. continue
and gam ground” Have we losi
the rule of law in this country’
One wonders  fatwaba/s can
say what they want, why

crore, showing a share ol 47
por cent ower Lthan Banga-
Dandhu's period but higher
than the succreding govern-
ments), ratio to GDP was 6 per
cent [same as Bangabandhu's
and General Ershad’'s period
but lower than Begum Zia's pe-

riod). and the growth reached
its peak at 12 per cenl
(highest among the govern-

ments and the period since
inde pendencel.

The average rate ol alloca-
tionn increased further o Tk
2695 crore under the period
ol General Ershacd. but (s
shire dechned to 49 per cent,
inducing a lower growth ol 4
per cent. managing the ratio to

(D Lo remain at the level ol 6

“pericent ke Bangabandhu s

and Lreneml #ia's periods.

Up to 1994-95, under the
period ol Begum Khaleda Zia.
the average rate ol alloecation
weelerdted to a massive size of
Tk 4. 476 crore having the
highest ratio to GDFP at 8 per
cent: the share also increased

from the perid than ih Gen-
eral Ershad's 10 43 per cent
(though less i(han Banga-

bandhu's and General Zia s pe-
riods) dnd the growih also
doubled 1o-8 per cent {though
less than that in General Zia's
period).

All the figures used here
are al constant market prices
of 1984-85. It is only because
figures at current prices l(i.e.,
nouminal prices] of different
veuirs are nol comparable and
vannot be aggregated accord-
ing to the law ol economic
theory; only real figures (i.e.,
ligures al consitant prices ol a
vertain yvear] are comparable
aind can be aggregated.

Tu observe the exitent and
trend of the poverty pro-
grammes, the author had the
intention to deal only with the
budgeted data. neither the re-
vised nor the actual ones. [t
was in line 1o see the com-
miitnrent ol the allocations,
However. for some vears, bud-
get docuinentis were not avail-
able to the writer and hence in
thiose cases actual hgures were
ustl,

The weriter is a Research
O}ficer of the Planning
Comunission

couldn't Tuslima Nasreen?
Wouldn't it be wonderful if we
could banish the jatwabajs Lo
the Scandinavian countries as
well?

Ouiraged
Dhakaa

Democracy m on
Sir. Congratulation to the
ex-Industiries Minister Mr A M
Zahiruddin Khan who had re-
signed on April 04,1995,
claiming to take the 'moral re-
sponsibility’ for the fertiliser
crisis, because democracy
grows on responsibility. The
ex Minister Mr Khan had
opened Lhe gateway to sow the
first seed of democracy by
claiming 10 take the moral re-
sponstbility for the fertiliser
crisis in the country We the
readers of the newspapers.
would believe that his exampie
shall be followed in the future
amnwd the country shall see a bet
ler tomorrow without much
problems stage by stage.
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