MARBLE

AP HAVE HUGE

AN CARARARA PERLATO SICILIA
BOTTICING. INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTAN! MARBLE

OF DIFFERENT TYPES

v NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DMAKA

TEL . 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

85 REGD. NO. DA 781

VOL. V NO.

iily Stur wishes its
valued readers and patrons a
very happy Bengali New Year.
The offices of The Thily Star
will remain closed Friday,
Pahela Baishakh, the Bengali
New Year. Therefore. there will
be no issue of the newspaper
on Saturday.
Also. see the Special
Supplement on the New Year.
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Serb army force major
power envoys to can-
cel Sarajevo trip

India won't take part
in New York confe-
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World Bank suggests
measures for diversi-
fying farm output
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pol to trace Indian
tycoon
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Pahela Baishakh
Special

An B-page special
supplement on
Pahela Baishakh
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NEWS BRIEFS

One stabbed to
death in Ctg
CHITTAGONG Apr 13 A

VOUTIE Iman was stabbed to
death by unknown assailants in

front ol Andarkilla General
Hospital this morning.
Witnesse~ said lour 1o five mis-
Creadtils o kel The victim
Mushtagie . al about B am and

fled the scene alter knifing
him repeatedly Police recow-
ered Tk 15 000 from his
pocket Further retails about
the vicum could not be known
immedianciv, police said. re-
ports | A\,

Tribal festival in

CHT from today

KHAGRACHHARI. Apr 13: A
Lthree-day cultural festival of
the Tribals styled Biju’ of the
greater Chittagong Hill Tracts
ICHT] districts begins tomor-
row. The Tribals of the CHT —
Khagrachhan. Rangamati and
Bandarban districts — every

vear observe this traditional
lestival. roports UNB.

Dudayev survives
assassination bid

MOSCOW, Apr 13: Rebel
Chechen leader Dzhokhar
Dudayev has survived an assas-
sination attempt and is alive
and well. the head of Chechen
Military intelligence told Har-
Tass news agency today. Ruslan
Movasyev said Russian artillery
on Wednesday shelled a house
in southern Chechnya where
Dudayev had been staying. the
Chechen leader. who had left
the house just two hours ear-

lier. was unharmed, reports
Reuter

READY STOCK OF |

Baishakh

Bv Staff Correspondent

Shuibha Naba Barsha Happy
New Year. Today i1s Pahela
Baishakh. the first day of the
Bengali year 1402

The nation bade larewell to

snother 1401 BS vesterday and
welcomned Lhe new one at the
stroke ol midnight Thursday.

Pahela Baishikh is cele-
brated all over the country
with traditional lestivities,

Over the vears. cspecially
since Independence. Pahela
Baishakh has acquired a very
special place in the lile ol the
nation.

Traders and shopkeepers
will open "halkhatas” or [resh
accounts books and offer

sweets to their customers.
But the day is more than

that. Pahela Baishakh symbol-

ises our « ulture and tradition.

Today i= a public holiday.

In 1 messape on Lhe occa-
sion Mresident Abdur Rahman
Biswas extended his greetings
to the nation and hoped a new
chapter would be added to our
national life with the begin-
ning ol the Bengali new year.

He also called upon the
people to unite for building a
happy and prosperous Bangla-
desh and promote our rich
heritage and culture,

In a separate message.
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia conveved her” heartfelt
greclings and warm felicita-
tions to the countrymen and
called upon all to take a fresh
vow Lo creale a prosperous and
sell-reliant Bangladesh. She
called for corfect and proper

See Page 8 Col 4

day.

The Lu-l: sun-set of the l.!engnll year 1401 yester-

— Star photo

INorwesterkllls 6,

injures 100 in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Apr 13: At
least six persons were killed
aiid 100 others injured when a
nor wester hit the Chittagong
port city and its surrounding

areas Wednesday night,
sOUTrces said.
One Ful Meah (28) was

killed in Sitakundu. Ayesha
Begum (10) was electrocuted
at Zakir Hossain Road. two
died 1 house collapse  at
Jaldanga across Karnaphuli
hridge. 1wo others at Halishar,
aiid Chaktai and another ai
Patiya

The injured were admitted
Lo various clinics and health
complexes

Around 500 kutcha houses
were damaged in the city's
slum areas and other parts of
the district. sources reported

The nor wester with a wind
speed ol up o 166 KM per
hour that lashed the port city
uprooted electric poles dis

rupting power supply from 11
pm last night

The power supply was re
stored at | pm today, PDB offi-
clals said

The nor wester which
lasted for halt an hour also up
rooted many trees al different
places It was accompanied by
heavy raintall

Three leading local dailies
— Aradi. Karnaphuli and Naya
Bangla—ould not come oul 1o-
day as power supply remained
snapped. according to UNB.

(hittagong Port sources
said the anchors ol two foreign
ships — Sea Franco of China
and La Seya ol Cyprus — were
broken off at jetty no 7 and 8.
The vessels were towed back

to (he jetties for rebirthing.
Sixiythree containers piled up
at Lthe part were also blown

dway by e storn)
Oui Stall Correspondent

See Page 8 Col 8
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Manzur murder

Welcome, Pahela | 2 morearmymen

By Staft Correspondent

C1D officials yesterday in-
terrogated two more retired
army personnel as they con-
tinued probing the mysterious
Killing of Maj Gen Abul Manzur
in 1981, police sources said.

Bul the sources could not
give the names of the two
questioned at Lhe Malibagh of-
lice of the Criminal Investiga-
lion Department (CID) in the
alternoon.

Aboul two dozen people
were interrogated till yester-
day in connection with the
case. the source said, adding, a

See Page 8 Col 1

May 28 fresh date
for hearing Zia
murder case

From Statf Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Apr 13: The
Chiel Metropolitan Magistrate
(CMM)| here today set May 28
as the fresh date for hearing
the President Ziaur Rahman
imurder case.

Alter a brief hearing, CMM

M Matiur Rahman announced

the new dale with the Kotwali
police once again failing to
submit the report of its en-

Sec Page 8 Col 2 -
Rafiquzzaman
granted bail

By Court Correspondent

The District and Sessions
Judge, Dhaka yesterday gran-
ted the bail prayer of Dr M
Rafiquzzaman, arrested by the
Anti-Corruption Bureau earlier
in connection with the defalca-
tion of a bank loan.

In granting the bail, the
court set a bail bond of Tk one
lakli and ordered the accused
not to leave the country with-
out the permission of the
Home Ministry and the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate,
Dhaka. The rulinig was issued
en a criminal miscellaneous
appeal case [iled on behall of

Appearing on behalf of the
petitioner. Barrister Moudud
Ahmed siated that Rafiquzza-
man was arrested in this case

Sec Page 8 Col 3
Hasina visits
tornado-hit
Munshiganj

MLUINSHIGANJ. Apr 13:
Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina today asked the
government to ensure imme-
diale supply of adequate relief

1 inaterial for tornado victims of

Louhaganj. Sirajdikhan and
Srinagar thanas. reports UNB.

Hasina. who visited remote
areas ol Salurday's tornado-hit
areas ol Louhaganj and
Sirajdikhan, said, "Not even a
drop ol reliel supplies reached
Lthe worst -afllected areas.”

Thousands ol people are
living in Lthe open sky after six
days ol Lhe devastaling cyclone
that killed nearly 40 people
and damaged hundreds of
kutcha houses in the three
thanas of the district,

The Awami League chiefl
visited Kurigaon, Paisa. Bogda,
Palgaon. Bejgaon, Gaodia,
Kushumpur and Sirajdikhan
Bazar. She walked about the af-
fected areas for more than six
hours either on foot or by a
rickshaw, talked to the victims
and distributed relief.

No feud

Anwar Hossain Manju,
newly-appointed Secretary
General of the Jativa Party
(JP}. says Lhere is no infight
g in the party. He, however
admitted that some misun-
derstandings may exist due o
lack of communication and
sayd. "I strongly believe that if
proper communication is
established. all misunderstand-
ings will be remowved.”

In an interview with The
Daily Star yvesterday afternoon
Manju, who has been a mem
ber of the presidium and a
vice-chairman since the

founding of the Jatiya Party by

deposed president H M Er-
shad en January 1. 1986, an-

swered guestions relating to
party matters and the preseni
political situation

Manju assumed Lhe charge
of JP Secretary General
dur Rahman Tito was removed
from the post he heid for about
two years. The acting chairman
of the party made the change
at the directive of the jailed
party chief Ershad.

Party insiders believe that
Tite was replaced because of
his differences with Acting

By Chapal Bashar

Chairmman Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury on certain organi-
saticiial matiers

Manju a former minister in
Ershiad s catinel  categorically
sar] 1that he wonkd steadlastly

Anwar Hossain Manju
follow (lw directives of the JP
Chairman. Acting (hairman
and the Presachium

“| do not think there 15 any
Hilra-pany leud — i there is
any. that s due tw lack ol
communication.” said Manju
when asked 0 comment on

the reported quarrelling in the

in JP, says Manju

JP

He maintained that the JP
comprises some leading per-
sonalities. thinkers, stalwarts
and greal leaders.

" Il is natural that such
personalities would try to
uphold their own ideals and
especially  since the party
chairman 1s behind bars. they
may Lry to promote their per-
sornal views and beliefs.” said
Manju. adding: "This only
proves the dynamism of the
organisation ln my opinion.
thus is not  feuding "

"What will be your inunedi-
alte Lask as the new Secrelary
General of the Jatya Party?”

In reply. Manju said . as a
coordinator, he would work
according 1o the directives of
the party chief

"We, who are in the Jatiya
Party. will unite as one — we
should strengthen the ongoi
anti-governmment agitation lﬁ
ac hieve the conditions set by
the Opposition for holding
free and fair elections,” he
added

Manju. 49, thrice elecied
member of Parliament sinece
| 986, mentioned that despite

See Page B Col '¢
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Formul talks between Prime Minister Bem Khla-
Saad Al-Abdallah Al-Salem Al-Sabah were held at the I

@The Daily Star

BAISHAKH 1, 1402 BS,

ZILQAD 13, 1415 HIJRI

Zia and visiting Crown Prince and Prime Minister of Kuait Sheikh

nternatiﬂnal Cunferenr:e Centre in Dhaka yesterday.

Three joint bodies set up at formal talks

Kuwait for top priority to

Bangladeshl manpower

The visiling Crown Prince
and Prime Mirntister of Kuwait
has said his country requires a

| lot of foreign manpower and

gave the assurance it will give
lop priority Lo employing more
workers from Bangladesh.

The assurance was given by
Prime Minister Sheikh Saad
Al-Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah
during formal talks with Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at
the International Conference
Centre vesterday morning.

The Crown Prince ex-
pressed his deep interest to
invest in the petroleum. en-
ergy and gas sectors of

. Sepior government officials
{old  newsmen alter the talks
LT 1he two prime ministers
had extensive talks on the de-
velopmient of bilateral trade,
artl ceonoimic cooperation be-
1ween the two countries,

The two leaders also dis-

IFC wrged to help
- l-l n
refinery and
ﬁ I'I'll' ll

By Staff Correspondent

The Metropolitan Chamber

of Commerce and Industry
(MCCI) has sought the support
of the International Finance
Corporation (IFC), a World
Bank subsidiary, in privatising
the country's oil refinery and
fertiliser industries.

The MCCI also urged the
government to carry out faster
reforms in privatisation, ad-
ministration and the labour
seclor.

" MCCI leaders at a meeting

with the chief of the IFC's
South Asian Regional Office,
Denise Leonard, said. the
World Bank subsidiary could
also the government
to extend the tax-holiday pe-
riod, which will expire on
June 30. or give the industries
alternative incentive.

The IFC, said to be the
largest multilateral source of
financing for the private sec-

See Page 8 Col 4

Prokrichi scales
down strike
programme

By Staff Correspondent

Prokrichi members have
scaled down their planned
five-day strike and other agita
tion programmes in view of.
what they said. the present
"crisis situation” in the coun
ry.

Doctors, engineers, agricul
turists and members of the 26
not-adniinistrative cadere ser
vices., Dbelonging (o the

See Page 8 Col 7
Double-murder
accused produced

in court

By Court Correspondent

Romena Begum, the maid
accused of committing the
double murders of mother and
daughter at Lalmatia in the city
last year, was produced before
the court of the fifth Additional
District and Sessions Judge
yesterday.

Nilufar Chowdhury. 50, a
teacher ol the Home Econo-
mics College., and her 20-year
old daughter Mahjabeen Chow-

See Page 8 Col 6

‘By Staff Correspondent

cussed regional and interna-
tional issues of common con-
cern. including the situation in
Bosnia-Herzegovina and
Palestine and the prospects of
peace in the Middle East. They
had talks on activating the
Organisation of I[slamic
Conference (OIC) to meet the

Return banquet

The Crown Prince - and
Prime Minister of Kuwait,
Sheikh Saad al-Abdallah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah, hosted a re-
turn banquet in honour of
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia in the city lastnight, re-

poris BSS.

On hér atrival at Hotel
Sonargaon, the venue of ban-
quel. Begum Zia was received
by the Kuwaiti Prime Minister.

The two prime ministers

exchanged pleasantries and
talked for sometime.

challenges of the time.

The most important result
of the formal talks was the de-
Cision to set up a joint com-
mission and two joint commit-
tees to accelerate and expand
bilateral cooperatiori in various
fields.

The Bangladesh-Kuwait
Joint Commission and the two
joint committees
functional immediately yester-

"The:
Joint Commission. headed by
the Bangladesh Foreign Minis-
ter and Kuwait's Cabinet Minis-
ter. will discuss ways and
means of expanding overall co-
operation between
countries The tommission
met later-in the day.

A joint committee, headeu
by the commerce ministers of
the two countries, will discuss
expansion of bilateral trade

See Page 8 Col |

Sabah family urged to

invest in Bangladesh

By Staff Correspondent

The visiting Crown Prince

and Prime Minister of Kuwait,

Sheikh Saad Al-Abdallah Al-
Salam Al-Sabah has said his
country seeks to 'reinforce
ties with Bangladesh through
economic cooperation.

"We are here to reinforce
the historical bonds of broth-
erhood between our two peo-

ple's and to open new avenues'

of fruitful cooperation in all
fields, including economy, in-
vestment and other areas,” he
told a gathering of local busi-
nessmen yesterday.

Making a brief speech at a
luncheon meeting with the
Federation of Bangladesh

Cy.lmbcf of Commerce and

» (FBCCI), the Kuwaiti

g llnne:pruaed
hhmmd

'-.tuu!lepuphnannghduhfur

contributing to the liberation
of his country from Iragi occu-
pation in 1990,
Held at a local hotel, the
was attended by min-
isters, members of the Kuwaiti
in, business commu-
nity leaders and senior gov-
ernment and military officials.
Welcoming the Kuwaiti
Crown Prince, FBCCI President
Salman F Rahman made spe-
cial request for considering an
See Page 8 Col 3
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became.

Bangladesh-Kuwait:

the. twuﬂ,l

— Star photo

First batch 6f
“Hajj pilgrims
leaves Dhaka

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday saw off
at the airport the first batch of
301 pilgrims who flew for hely

Makkah lor performing Hajj.
reports UUNB.

Begum Zia joined the Hajis
in a munajat on board the City
Shah Mogdhum (R). the air-
craft that will take the pil-
grims to Saudi Arabia for the
coming Hayjj.

She requested the hajis.
clad in white cloth, to pray for
peace and progress of the
country.

Agri Ministry
refutes
allegations

Reports published in yes-
terday's issues of different

pewspapers_. "'aming the
of L "1re for the
sartl Lotk SR

tiliser are untrue, a handout is-
sued by the Ministry of
Agriculture said, reports BSS.

Indecent remarks and un-
true allegation were made aga-
inst the Ministry of Agriculture
by different political parties in
expressing identical views on
the subject, the handout said.

It said such reports and
complaints have created con-
fusion in the minds of the pub-
lic. which is not at all desir-
able. |

The ministry will restrain

See Page 8 Col 6

'Two more gas fire

victims die
By DMCH Correspondent

Two persons including a
minor boy who suffered first
degree burns in a gas stove ex-
plosion in the city Tuesday
died al the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital yesterday.
raising the death toll in the
accident to four.

The two who succumbed
yesterday are Saddam Hossain,
4. and Molazzal Hossain, 40.

Prime Bank Limited

A new progressive Bank emerges in
Private Sector with a new commitment

on Monday
the 17th April, 1995.

[0 With a rare combination of art
and technology Prime Bank is

uniquely equipped to provide a
wide range of Commercial and
Investment banking services.

(1 The Bank is manned by expert
and experienced people
committed to provide highly
efficient, personalized and
quality services.

Prime Bank Limited

ACmﬁ.leimla difference




