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. URING the preparation
Dprrim!'u!' our great liber-

ation war with the
initiative and united effort of
Lthe agitating woinen students,
wormen workers and with the
cooperation of the country's
pragressive social waorkers,
Bangladesh Mahila Parishad
was loried, Mahila Sangram
Parishad Comniitiee (Women's
Movement Commiltee)] which
was formed in preparayon ior
the 1969-70 movement, made
its public” appearance on the
4th of April of 1970 as East
Pakistan Mahila Parishad. ‘
In a socially. economically.
citurally and politically back-
ward society without any hu-
mane atinude lowards wonien,
lor a4 woinen' s organisation te

De forimed and thrive s o sig-
nificaiu iehievement.

Madhila Parishad's aim is to

_establish women's freedom. to
establish equal rights flor
women in the [@mily, sociely
aned nation: lor that mattler. in
every aspect ol lite. "Women's
Rights as human rights." this
has been Lhe slogan of Mahila

- Parishad fraum its birth. The 25 -
years ol struggle of the Mahila
Parishad, (MP] is the struggle
to establish women’s rights in

Bangladesh:.

From 1972-80. Bangladesh
MP has made an effort to re-
-move theé' ¢usttin ‘of dowry in
Bangladesh 'and (o silop
polygamy from the Bangladeshi
society. It has tried to protest
and prevent these by publish-
ing limusands of leaflets.
books. organizing women's
meetings and gatherings and
by various other methods. In

" Court, Ordinance

=
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— Courtosy Mahila Parishad

1978 a menwrandum contain-
ing thousands of signatures
collected in protest of the
dowry custom was placed be-
fore’ Mrs Taslima Abed,
woman's alfairs advisor to the
government of that #me.
Before that in 1977 a demand
for woman's rights, respect
and security in the familial
lield was placed before the
women's alfairs advisor Mrs
Feroza Baw The demand was
aimed o establish Family Court

with the initiative of the gov-
ernment to solve disputes be-
tween husband and wife in
family life. In 1977 MP was the
first to place before the gov-
ernment, women and the
country, the demand and rec-

ommendation for a Family
Court. A continuous stream of
movement went on for these
[amilial and social demands.
The singular effort of the MP
was joinea by the movement of

nited Women's Organization.
Alongside was the movement

ol the countrymen; for that
matter, the whole nation's
struggle, Lo establish a national
democracy. As a result, ‘the
government, passed. "Family
1985" in
1985. 1977-85 during this
time a lot of other organiza-
tions had also gome forward in
the démand to introduce
"Family Court.” Bui MP has
been the organisation that took
the initiative.

From 1978-79 thé Saleha

' niurder was committed: A rich
man's daughter house wife

Saleha was brutally murdered
by her husband Dr Igbal. MP at

that time singularly organized
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The Shade of a Banyan

by Rekha Biswas ,

: O'\I a pleasant autumn morning, 1 was aitting and think-

limited experience..

ing — the storv dates back almost 14 to 15 years from

toclay, 1 was a college ‘'student. Living in Mymensingh

city. sindying in Ananda Mohan College. Involved in the

' Student Union. As a woman, no special feelings had been

Back then,
meritality to think about the pain and suffering in a woman's

life. The gathering of the Mahi]a Parishad of Mymensingh -

I &d not have the

| don't remember the date

the female students. went after receiving
mvitations. We were shocked. Was the existence of the female
sex so weak? Were we existing in such anguish. such neglect
in sociely? We knew of the situation through
dramas and poems of Tagore and Nazrul. This was the first
lime we confronted the situation in reality. Seeing

books. stories,

the

pect shown towards women made me utter a few lines
ol the angfy. rebellious poel. Kazi Nazrul Islam:

I then put two and two together and understood that
Bangladesh Mahila .Barishad was working towards women's
emancipation. It felt good to read their announcement letters.
| collected many colourful
gained immense kpnowledge from these
memories — kﬁnwlbdgr that they help me follow the correct
path in life. 1 gave Mahila Parishad very little, but in return.
They spread love within the people. gave
them the mentality to taekle 'their, problems. moreover, they
gave people the ability to overcome limited self knowledge
harriers. A memorable incident in my life is going 10 Cuba in
1981, 1 gyt this opportunity through the Mahila Parishad. |
learnt about the lives of women in different countries, | saw
the struggle of a woman, Qe it in family. be it in society. The
struggle for the emancipation of women is a long and hard
This struggle is thoroughly involved in the social
evolution. | Pel. that of all the revolutions, the émancipation
of women bears a deeper meaning. If emancipation of women
cdoes not evolye. then the emancipation of mankind will not
be fully possible. Not only in the minds of men: but century-
ideas are rooted deeply .

inside a woman's: mind.

if a revolution is not created, inhuman activities.
suich as oppression of women will continue. We never say that
pulling a woman out of her family and placing her under the
wild blue yonder is grantiag her freedom. instead, we say thal

a4 woman must establish herself in her family with self
As women. our duties in this field are limitless. 1 amy
gratelul’to the Bangladesh Mahila Parishad for arousing this
sense of duty in me, | sincerely hope. that Mahila Parishaul
spreads like a banyan tree, that it continues to provide shade
for millions of tired and weary people for years Lo come,

— Translated from the Bangla by Sasheen M Ekramullah
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Bangladesh M

Parishad was born on April 4, 1970 by progressive and
democracy loving men and women of the time. The organization actually
emerged through the preparatory process of the liberation war. Led by Begum
Sufia Kamal, Mahila Parishad stood for and continues to fight for the equal
rights nf women in all spheres of our society. It is a secular and voluntary

‘women's organization that has beenactive in stopping violence against
women, rehabilitating prostitutes, labmg for a Umf:frm Fﬂr:t? Code,
running legal literacy projects for women a multitude of other activities.
This mnlffmarked their silver jubilee. The Daily Star is proud to dedicate the
following page to Mahila Parishad’s 25 years of work forBangladeshl women

and to commemorate 25 years of fighting spirit.

Bangladesh Mahila Parishad

huge women's gatherings
against the Saleha murder and
formed protest movements. In
the parliament the Dowry
Opposing Law was passed iIn

1985. Primarily from this time

MP conducted the movement
against the oppression ol
women in a more organized
manner than before. In 1985
when oppression of women,
murder of women especially
rape of the girl child in-
creased, the skilfulness of
MF's resistance to oppression
of women also increased. In
1985 when a three and a half-
year-old child Sonia, was
raped, MP called upon the
people of the country with a
message headed — "Let soci-
conscience wake."
Women's oppression and social
injustice protest committee
was formed by the countrys
democratic, progressive intel-
lectuals, lawyers, teachers.
journalists. pelitical workers ..
and 6thers. With its initiative, -
woimen's oppression resistance

meetings were organized all
over the ceountry including
Dhaka. MFP has played a con-

scious and initial role in intro-
ducing Women's' Oppression
Prevention Ordinance and laws
against rape and the trafficking
of women and children. In the
effort to stand by the op-
pressed and persecuied
women, with the knowledge
and experience from the
movement against repression
of women, a shelter and reha-
bilitation centre for the perse-
cuted and oppressed women —
"Rokeya Sadan” was set up. It
has been running since 1985.

From the bitter experience of
the women's oppression pre-

vention work. the need lor
change. relinement of current

“laws and introduction of new

opes is strongly lelt. To estab-
lish equal rights and respect in
familial fields f[or all women
living in Bangladesh. MP has
drawn up a draft of the
Uniform Family Code as an al-
ternative to the Family Law.
The main suggestions and rec-
ommendations of the UFC has

» been drawn up based on the

views of
udges etc from dif-

experience and
lawyers, j

ferent workshops. At present .

efforts are being made to pub-
licize, create views of women's
society and countrymen on

this recommended code and .
place it before the govern-

ment.

Alongside thja. MP is trying
to give legal assistance to
women. This legal assistance
has been given from 1984-94.
Also, legal literacy training is

being given in all the branches

of the organization and in a
limited way to grassroots

women to make women aware .

of the existing laws on
women's rights. Some special
and complicated cases are
conducted on behalf of women
,and the organization. For ex-
ampl:. the much talked about
Chatok Chora : village's
Nurjahan murder case. Apart
[rom this. assistance and co-
operation is given in various
women s oppression and mur-
der cases. To stand by op-
pressed women at any cost is
the main job of MP. _
From 1972-94 MP has
played an enterprising and at
times leading role in putting to
practice the various nationally

introduced women's right re- -
lated ordinances and laws by

giving suggestions to the gov-
ernment and putting pressure

on them. By organizing women

. t@ build up a movement.

In 1984 the Bangladeshi
governmen! ratified the
United Natiens "Convention on
the Elimination of
Discrimination against
Women". Bul it needs to be
mentioned that the govern-
ment approved the document

"Stttn thnuld ctmdomn
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religious cunsldorltion tu
avoid their obligations
with respect to its elimination.”
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excluding some imporiant
clauses/sections. In 1985 most

of the women's organizations

and society as a whole was not
fully. and accurately aware of all

, the contents of the document.

In 1984 MP placed before the
government. and the country
the action plan of the docu-
ment in a press conference.
MP also tried to distribute and
publicize the Bengali transla-
tion of the document. Among
the people, MP has been gear-
ing up a movement in demand
for government approval and
implementation of the CEDAW
clocument. At present there is
a Bangladeshi womarn repre-
sentative in the CEDAW com-
mittee. The CEDAW forum
Bangladesh has been set up
with the representative's ef-
forts and the united effort of
guite a few women organisa-
tions including MP. Its only
aim is to realise full govern-
menl approval of CEDAW with
all its sections. MP is trying its
best Lo play an enterprising
role in the ' CEDAW forum.
From its birth MP has been
trying to press demands for
Bangladeshi women's wide

- employment opportunities. MP

strongly believes that educa-
tion and the wider influence of
education on women is one of
the main  conditions for
women's awakening and
progress. And that is why with
the organization's own initia-

tive it has,been rmnning an

adult women and children's
education centre. MP has (ried
lo take wiitiative so thal plans

i b taken iy the 5 Year Plan
i involve wonen more widely

in the countrv's development

work. MP placed belore the
government and the Planning
C.oanmission  delinite writien

sugesiions priblishing them
in hook Torm and intredocing

i1 press tonlerence. The
i denand was ot to con:
stcler wemen as a part ol the
handicapped population a< it
wis considered in the 1st.
2nud. and 3rd 5-Year Plans,
Special importance has been
given o government  plans
widely involving women as a
part ol the able manpower in
the main flow of the country's
econtomic progress. All the
household work including
rearing children which women
are doing daily for 8-20 hours,
MP’ has especially suggested
atul demanded for social and
economical
women's invisible and unap-

alion.

recognition of

proceted work during the
drawing up of the 4th 5-Year
b lant,

Fo make the pervading
WOLICIL S SOCTELY Conscious po-
litically.
ing that women be more in-
volved in the country's political
process. With its.own initiative
the organization has given the-
orelical training on this sub-
ject and Has tried to play an
organized role in the national
democratic struggle. For this
reason. the organization's role
s been misunderstood olten:
Souw people or organizations,

have thoughit MY a politically-
biased droup. MP believes Lhat
by isolating and alienating
women s rights related move-
ment from the country's strug-
gle to establish national rights,
the complete success can not
be achieved.

P played a consclous and
active role agains{ martial law.
With MP's earnest initiative
and effort the United Women
Society was formed in 1986-
87. In the lield ol agitation and
struggle against the autocratic
rule there was the sturdy role
of MP,

The role ol women in Lthe
country s policy making pro-
cess and Lthe view points ol the
people running the country on
women's' rights related work
is particularly important.
Today Irom the country's
practical experiences the truth
ol this statement is again being

proved. Apart rom the workd =
practical experience and the

review ol various reporis: Lhis
truth has come owt. Women's
political standing is very im-
portant in realising the man-
wonian-equality in society and
Fromm practical experi-
ences collecied from two
cdecades. the slogans "Political
Empowermient ol Women",
"Economic Empowerment of
Women . Women's Oppression
is 4he Violation ol
Rights." etc have emerged. MP
feels more power of Lije spirii
v finding deep {undamental
agreement ol the organiza-
non's ethics based on these
inernational experiences and
slogans,

MP has demanded direct
cvlection fgr the reservell seats.

in this decade's experience.
this demand has received
more widespread suppeort.
Though ‘t is sad that thre
country's main political parties
in view of Lheir party's own
interests have not accepted

Creports on

MFP has been demand- ﬁ

. nizers o

. laws, Ehangiﬁg

Human -

The Years of Struggle

“ this demand. But still the ar-
gument is strengthening day
hv day. This way MP has tried
o play a conscious and earnesi

role in women's economic
cmpowerment, political em-
powerment.

In the preparatjon period of
the 4th World Conference on
Women in Beijing. a non-gov-
ernment national preparation
comunittee has been formed in
Bangladesh too. In forming this
committee, creating review
the sition of
Hangladeshi women and in
creating programmes and
other imporsant work. MP is
plaving a very active role,

But it is true that during
this long period of time the
organization has not been abie
to spread out .to all the dis-
iricts, thanas and villages of
the country. It has not been
possible to extensively form
the organization among tht

oWemen  whe .are wyd
1 volved in the coun

economic activities. About 7,
lakh (700 thousand] women
are involved in the country's
varment industry. The women
who have engaged in the coun-
iry's industrial activities and
carned sell-reliance and eco-
nomic (reedom by ignering the
nrile dominated village family
and society and many other
obstacles. MP has not been
forined among them, yet.
Apart from this, MP has
Inen unable to grow with a
strong foundation among the
new progressive, mentally
conscious group of women who
have grown because of an ac-
tive' involvement in education.
There is a need for a large
nuwmnber of workers and orga-
conduct MP's
widespread multifaceted activ-
ities. Ameong the organization's
dedicated workers and orga-
nizers some have financial dif-
ficulty or time constraints.
There is also a mental block
when working for such com-
plicated and time consuming
work as establishing women's
rights. crealing a modified life
in the light of changed ideas
and values, introducing new
the ideas and
views pof a hackward society,
changing long-prevailing famil-
ial, social customs. Since the
formation of MP, in.the 70's
the socio-economic and politi-
cal situation has changed con-
siderably. Under the circum-
stances there is a need for
young women leaders to come
forward. In spite of ?ariuus
weaknesses and lmitations,
can be said that the way MF
has been trying tirelessly withi
dedication to establish vl

rights and respeect for woamen -

in the FEanilv, socicis aod p
tion for the last 2 Jdecades hias
earned it the conlidein e of die
wide section of the people of
ihe country and women's
groups. By running the
Shodon, giving legal assis-
tance. trying to develop pro-
gressive mental awareness and
values resisting society's blind
faiths. religious fanaticism and
communalism, MP is being
united with the country's edu-
cated and conscious society.
Also, this needs to be told. that
during the 25 years of MFP's
women and development
work, MP has always received
the support of the country's in-
tellectuals, journalists. Jawyers
for that ‘matter, the society's
progressively conscious peo-
ple. MP has been trying to in-
crease awareness against all
types of superstition and reli-
gious fanaticism from its birth.
From the -experience of the
COuiitry’'s women's movement.
MP has seen that the society's
superstitions, religious fanati-
cism and backward mentality
always stand as a big obstacle
against the minimum earning
of women's freedom and fun-

damental human rights. Before .|
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Begum Rokeva. from the time
of Raja Rainmohon till now, it
is the same experience in this
field. Recently in the name ol
religious misinterpretations,
i.e. Fatwa. hindrance has come
against women invelved in
economic activities in various
parts ol the country. All the
women's organizations inchud-
ing MP are coming lorward
against these activities. MP has

" always taken and will take a

forceful stand against these
Fatwabaj, superstition creators
and all types of women and
social progress opposed aclivi-
ties. This is the way MP has
tried to sfay active from its
birth.

By analyzing and reviewing
all the.active efforts, adopted
activities apd policies of MP's
25 years, this can be said, that
in post-war Bangladesh in
establishing womene equal
rights and respect in family,
society and nation in develop-
ing women's 4novemeni even
inn a limited way there wus a
notable. role of MP. In the Lll*

Ol T fepUEINST (DOTIRCT

ture this réle has 1o be 1aken
forward in a more wrganised
fashion in uniting and taking
forward the women and Lhe

organisation. MP is carrying on
women's awakening and
women's freedom movement
by being one with the funda-
mental flow of the century's
women's movements. By keep-
ing a deep consideration of the
country's actual regquirements

in the light of the waorld
women's movement and on the

basis of adopted actions. In the
future this movement has to be
made more forceful aghins: a-
naticism, Fatwa. for that mat-
ler any religious fanaticism.
MFP will continue its uncom-
promising struggle with hon-
esty and dedication in develop-
ing scientific. progressive. #and
liberal ways of thinking.

MF's struggle is the strug-
gdle to create a humane society
with man-woman equality.
MP's struggle is the lll‘uﬂc
for human freedom.

Translated from Bangla. by
DENEB ZEI':HAT LATIF.

"Demanding Uniform

Family Code"

Y

KOM  (he ancient
period of tUme laws and
| » rules were made lo

keep the peace and security of
he state socicty and family.
‘hese laws and rubles are

mainly adoptled to establish a

fare social svstem, justice,
peace and discipline with the

{ aim to govern the state and so-
But the particular laws

Clety.
arned miles ol same nature may

ol |£Hlimlmlﬁh' exercised by,

Al state lor o long
overything is

Lhwe sOcieny
time! Becatsy

changeable in 1this world. And

due 1o this, time o time laws
and rules
and be change in accordance
with the new demands ol the
society. Thence, Human Rights
specially relating to women
never been sexisted., exercised
and established in the society.
Though the women have
achieved suime rights by them-
selves though struggle and
movemnent, But still now theye
are so nany discriminatory
laws existing relating to the
wilges ol-woien. The women

are velting less wages than the’

men. Though they are working
as sdaine as men and sometimes
more  than the men. The
daughter s not entitled to get
the equal share as her brother
ol their paternal property. On
the grounds of evidence, two
female witness are equal to

one miale witness, “The bill of
Family law amendment” has
heen orcated somge worletl

o

alsv been changed

bymw ¥
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-.lﬁhts. Bt um rights are net -
"sulficient to establish women

in the society with proper sta-
tus. honour and dignity. And it
is the demamnd ol sociely Lo
establish the women rights
completely. As a human being
and citizen of Lhe stale, a
woman holds all the human
rights and it is the universal
demand of world women
community. Not only that it is
also the demand ol the siate,
socielv, lamily and human be-
ing. This detnand is a demand
of dignity. status and honour of
human being. The woman is
not only a woman. she'is also a
hinnan being — for long 23
years Bangladesh Mahila
Puarishad [(Bangladesh Women
Association] is working umn-
resily in the villages and cities

"of Bangladesh to establish this

detiand or slocar. To acliieve
these . rights. women should
run lorward with strong confi-
dences and determination ac-
cording to law. All mothers-
sisters and well-hearted hu-
man being whether they are
male or fegnale should move
towards to achieve the dignity
angl status of human rights. It

is my great hope and confi-
Uence that our long struggle

ajnnd movement to establish
human rights should come en-
force by our combined strug-

gle. movement, activities and
labour.
‘Courtesy Mahila Parishad




