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NEWS BRIEFS
Hasi it
tornado victims

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina yesterday went
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital Lo see the condition
of the people injured in Satur-
tiv's tormado that lashed three
th-inas of Munshiganj district.
She spenlt some Lime wilh
them. Meanwhile. Awami

League workers yesterday dis-
tributed relie/f materials ang
medicine in 10 villages ol
Lavhajang and Sirajdikhan
thanas severely affected by the
devasialing wrnado. reports
UNB

- L L
Lightning kills
two in Pabna

PABNA. Apr 11: Two people
were killed by uaumu on the
river Padma at B in
Sadar thana today Witnesses
said Ratan Halder. 35. and
Sunil Halder, 30. died on the
spol alfter a lightning had
striwk them when they were
fishitig i Uhe river at about 6

pusi. reports UND.
50 injured in
Sirajganj clash

SIRAJGANJ. Apr 11: Fifty
people were injured. eight of
them seriously. in a clash be-
tween two rival groups of peo-
ple in Belkuchi thana today.
Police said the clash erupted
when a group of people led hy
Sultan Mahmud, former chair-
man of the Dhukuria union
parishad, atiacked the sup
porters of the present chair-
man Golam Mostafa reports
UNB.

Hajj camp opens

The temporary Hajj] camp
for the current year which has
been sei up al a commercial
complex built by Rajdhani Un-
navan Karupakkya (RAJUK) at
Uttara (Secior 6) becomes
operational . reports BSS.
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NEW DELII. Apr 11: India
has refused o modily a trealy
that forces Nepal to win New
Delhi’'s approval of its defence
policy and arins deals, Nepal's
prime minister indicated to-
day. reports AP.

But FPrime Minister Man
Mohan Adhikari said negotia-
tions on changing a 1950
trealy that governs relations
between the 1wo countries
would continue,

“India’'s response has been
posilive and may be we will
reaclt some decisions,” Adhi-
kari told reporters afler talks
with Prime Minister PV
Narasiniha Rao.

"In internatlional dealings,
we shouldn't ¢xpect that hun-
dred per cent will be achieved
in one go.” Adhikari, Nepal's
Marxislt leader, who won
power lasl year, said.

Reuter savs. Adhikarl today
demaiided the right to import
arnis lrom China pressing

CHAITRA 29, 1401 BS

India to change a trealy with
Kathmandu that eflectively op-
poses suc b a deal

"It is the right ol every
country to import arms which
are cheaper.” Adhikari said.

There was no immediate
comumient on the talks from
Indian oflicials.

The Conununists have been
critical of the rrealy <aving it
gives hidia powers (o deter-
mine securilty concerns of the
Liny landlocked Himalayan na-
tion ol 20 million people.

They argue that the treaty
was signed when Nepal had a
weak king who allowed India
to impose its [ear of a Chinese
invasion on Nepal the year
Beijing ordered troops to
march into Tibet.

Adhikari said he would seek
closer cross-border ties with
Tibet during his talks with
Chinese leaders in Beljing dur-
ing a live-day visit from April
17. He goes to Mongolia on
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' India refuses to modify its |
defence pact with Nepal

April 21.

"We want Lo inlegrale our
economy closer with Tibet,” he
said. "That's an outstanding is-
sue and we will raise il with
the Chinese leadership.”

Nepal wants changes in the
clauses that force it to abide by
India's security interests. So,
anv military dealings between
Nepal and a third country need
India’'s approval, '

ln 1988, New Delhi was
upset when Nepal ordered
weapons lrom China. its nor-

thern neighbour across the
Himalayas. Katmandu never
took delivery of the arms after
India reacted.

"India appreciates our right
lo import arms,” said Adhikari,
whosc partv has alwavs eritl-
cised previous liberal govern-
menis in Nepal ol being biased
towards India.

iut despile his partv's un-
happiness. Adhikari said he

See Puape 12 Col 8

PM tells public meet in Tangail

Opposition out to halt
development activities

KALITIATLE [Tangail). Apr
11: P'rine Minister Begum
Khiadeda Zia today accused the
Opposition ol trying Lo topple
her  government for stopping
all development activities ai-
med at wellare ol the people.
reporils UNB.

Beguin Zia told a huge pub-
lic ieeting at the Kalihati Col-
lege ground this alternvon that
there are now 1wo schools of
politics — “one is the polilics
of development and produc-
tiom which the BNP is doing
while the other is polities of

hovtal siedge and destruclion

beigearvied wut by the-@p-

[HrsiiiL.

Without naming the Awami
Leacne, the PRime Minister
sitidd the Opposition's intention
Iroin the beginning was to
creale problems for the BNP
EOVETTIEt.

She mentioned that they
had decliared not 1o allow the
BNE Lo ron the country peace-
Iully for a single day.

“They have banded with au-
locrilic forces (o oust the
democratic government. They
are oul to jeopardise the
demnocratic process.”

Indicating at their collabo-
rationy with the Jamaar o [
fetd b,

See Page 12 Col 4

ihe, Pl Mbsisicr said

Workers of the Adamjee Jute Mills held a rally yesterday.

SKOP observes
first day's‘
strike

By Staff Correspondent

Thie tirst day of a 48-hour
country wide strike by indus-
trinl workers passed off yes-
terday without any untoward
incident being reported from
anywhere.

The sirike coincided with
a dawn-to-dusk hartal called by
the Lelt Democratic Front
(LDF).

The Sramik-Karmachari
Oikkya Parishad (SKOP), which
combines 18 labour organisa-
tions. called the strike in the
incdustrial units and enforeed a
road. rail and waterways barri-
vade to press for its 8-point
cdenapd. indudiog e men-

See Page 12 Col 1 |

‘Manzur murder: Hearing

of case begins Apr 17

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, April 11:
The Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate (CMM) here today set
April 17 for hearing the case of
Maj Gen Abul Manzur's alleged
murder im 198],

CMM Matiur Rahman an-
nounced the fresh date in the
absence of the three retired
army officers arrested in con-
nection with the case. who
were scheduled te be pro-
duced before the court today.

Maj Gen Abdul Latif, Lt Cel
Shamsur Rahman and Maj Kaz
Emdadul Haq. detained in
three separate jails. could not

e produced before the court
hecause of the count
sirike enforced by the Sramik

Karmachhari Oikkiya Parisad
(SKOP) and the Left Demo-
cratic Front (LDF).

Gen Latif is now being de-
lained in the Dhaka jail, Col
Rahman in Tangail and Maj
Emdad in Cm.lh}lﬂu

The lawyers for Gen Latif
and Col Rahman today submit-
led two separate petitions
ecach for bail and retracting of
Lhe statements their clienis
made before a magistrate in
Dhaka under Section 164 of
the Criminal Procedure Code
{CrPC). The tions are likely
la be con by the court
in the presence of the de-
Lained soldiers on April 17.
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By DMCH Correspondent

A housewile was killed aiudl
14 wothers including three
¢ lnldren were injured in an
vxplosion Lthal originated from
A gas slove al a house in Ram-
pura in the city yesterday.

Alia Khatoon, 45, died of
serious burns sepon alter being
admitted Lo the Dhaka Medi-
cal Colilege Hospital. All the
irgjrired were hospitalised. two
of them with first degree
burns.

According (o sources. the
explosion occurred early in the
morning. at around five am at
the ground Nuor of the 1wo-
storied building when Afia

Khiatoon tried Lo light the
sitove with a matchstick
Sovieone had left the slove
knob open Lhe night before
and as soon as Afia struck the
match the kitchen. filled with
gas. just lit up like a bonfire
with a loud bang.

Tongues of flames immedi-
ately spread engulfing the
entire ground -floor of 69
Ulan Road where three fami-
lies resided

Among the injured the con-
ditions of Kalpana. 22. and
Alal 25, were critical, medi-
cal ~ssurces said

See Page 12 Col 7

.Chavan's house
looted

NEW DELHI. Apr 11: Bur-
glars tied up a servant of In-
dia's top government minister
and looted his house while
eight armed guards slept, a
news agency reported today,
reports AP,

Details of the burglary at
the home of Interior Minister
SB Chavan were not immedi-
alely available. but United
News of India (UNI) quoted
unnamed police pfficials as say-
ing no one has been arrested
s0 lar

The armed robbers broke
into the house Monday night,
UNI said. The house is in
Nanded. a town in central In-
dia. The minister and his fam-
ily live in the capital, New
Delthi

2 killed in Ctg
road mishap
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Storm lashes | Kuwaiti Prime Minister
arrives today

By Staff Correspondent

Khulna: One
dead, 50 hurt

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA. Apr 11: A severe
storm . hit the Khulna
melropolitan area this evening.
With a speed of 125 kilome-
tres an hour, the storm bat-
lered the city and its suburbs
for nearly hall an hour from
7.05 Lo 7.35.

According to initial reports.
Eskander Ali, 55, a jute mills
workers, was Killed when the
tin roof of his house collapsed.

Another 50 people were in-

jured. Two hundred thatched
houses were damaged and 63
electric poles uprooted,

Shantibahini
agrees to extend

ceasefire

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 11:
Leaders of the Shantibahini
have agreed to extend the
ceasefire in Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT) May 5 in a bid to
continue the peace talks with
the government.

According to highly placed
sources, the Shantibahini lea-
ders sent their consent for
extension of the truce through
the convenor of liaison com-
mittee Hangshadoz Chakma on
Monday. Their consent came
in response to a proposal for
extending the ceasefire by the
government through Hang-
shadoz Chakma.

The ongoing ceasefire is
due to expire on April 20.
However, in reply the Shan-
tibahini leaders also place two
preconditions for holding next
round of peace-talks.

In its letter the Shan-
tibahini demanded Lhe release
of 15 of their members who
were arrested during the
ceasefire byEApril 16.

LDF announces
fresh programmes

By Staff Correspondent

The Left Democratic Front
(LDF) yesterday announced
fresh s of agitation
which includes march towards
the Jatiya Sangsad on April 25
demanding dissolution of
“illegal” parliament and hold-
ing of early general elections.

In a rally at the Banga-
bandhu Avenue in the city. the
LDF leaders said that the local
units of the front will gherao
the offices of Deputy Commis-
sioners (DCs] and Thana Nir-
bahi Officers [TNOs) on the

The front will stage sit-in in
[ront of the Election Commis-
sion and submit a memoran-
dum to the Chief Election
Commissioner on April 30 in
pursuance of its demands.

It will also observe ‘Peasant
Solidarity Day' on April 15 and
countrywide demonsiration
day en May 3.
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The Crown

Prime Minister of

Al Sabah arrives today at the

head ol a high-powered dele-
gation on a lour-day official

visil 10 Bangladesh.
This is the [irst visit by a

top Kuwaiti leader since 1980
when the Ameer. Sheikh Saad

Al-Abdullah Al-Salem Al Sabah

paid a state visit to Bangladesh.
The Crown Prince will be

received at rhe Zia Interna-
Lional Airport by Foreign Min-

ister Mostalizur Rahman when
he arrives at 10:20 this morn-
Ing Irom Bangkok after visiting

China and Thailand.

Sheikh Saad and his 80-
nember entourage will be
staying al the Sonargaon Hotel.

Sheikh Saad's entourage
will include the ministers for
Cabinet Affairs, Oil, Commerce
and Indusiry. the Adviser to

the Governor ol Ahmadi
Province.

Kuwaiti
Mn&hdllllah Al

Prince and
Kuwait
Sheikh Saad Abdallah Al Salem

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Director-General of the Kuwait

Fund for Arab Economic De--
velopment and other high offi-

cials. A large number of repre-
sentatives of the Kuwait Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
and media and information of-
ficials will also accompany
their Prime Minister.

Under Secretary of

Edhurhltql'npi

" Sheikh Saad will pay cour-

lesv calls on President Abdur
Rahman Biswas and Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia.

He will also visit the Na-
tional Mausoleum at Savar to
pay respects to the martyrs of
the Liberation War.

The trip. at the invitation of

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia, is expected to boost fur-
ther the existing close links
between Lhe two countries.
Kuwait was one ol the first
Muslim countries to recogiise

See Page 12 Col 3

( |U\H§PI ince and Prime Mlmster Sheikh Saad
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Manpower expoE to

Qatar declines

By Reaz Ahmad

The Counirys manpower
export Lo Qaluar has dropped
significantly during the recent
vears.

To improve the situation

the government has taken
steps to send more skilled
and semi-skilled workers to
the Gull state where some
70.000 Bangladeshis are now
working, :

After Lhe deportation of
some 27.000 Bangladeshis
from Saudi Arabia recently the
government is now exploring
job opportunities for the ggo-
wing number of unemployed
people

The vearly break-up ol the
nuinber ol workers sent to
Qatar and their remittances

are : 1990 — 7672 persons — $
Us 45.70 million: 199]1—
3772, $ 55.30m; 1992 —

3252 — $ 48.06 m; 1993—
244]1 — $ 55.33m and 1994—
624 — $ 55.03m.

Despite the drop in man-
power export to Qatar, this
Gull state stands sixth as
Bancgladesh's source of foreign
vxchange earnings.

The Bangladeshis working
in Qatar sent Taka 210.78
crore and Taka 224 .60 crore
in fiscal 1992 93 aidd 1993-94
respectively. Saudi Arabia
topped Lhe list from where
the Bangladeshis sent Taka
| 560.34 crore as remittances
in 1992-93. flollowed by

See Page 12 Col B
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Age-old recruitment policy blamed
for nurses’ agitation

The grievances of the
18,000 diploma and. student
nurses across Lhe country, who
have jusi called off their indef-
inite strike, remain with their
leaders unsure if their agita-
tion would bear any fruit.

The nurses’ leaders warned
that they will go for a fresh ac-
tion programme if the gov-
ernment fails to keep itls
commitments which brought
them back to work.

Leaders of the Bangladesh
Diploma Nurses Association
(BDNA) and the Bangladesh
Diploma Student Nurses Union
(BDSNU), talking to The Daily
Star, said they are waiting for
the government (o fulfil the
promises made in the agree-
ment singed on April 6 this
month,

The nurses resumed work
on April 7 after 20 days of non-
stop strike following a written
assurance from a top level gov-
ernment negotiating team
comprising two ministers.

According to sources con-
cerned, the root of the present
problem dates back to the
early forties. Faced with an
acule shortage of literate fe-
male workers., the authorities
had then recruited '‘anyone’
willing to work as a nurse.

With a six-month training,
the new recruits enjoyed the
status of assistant nurses stafl

It is alleged that the gov-
ernment  until recently, kept
recruiting the assistant nurses

under Lhe old provision.
One source sald that about

4.500 diploma nurses in the

By Morshed Alh Khan

country are now unemployed.

Kohinoor Begum, president
of the Diploma Nurses
Association, said while hun-
dreds of qualified diploma
nurses remained unemployed,
the government, until January
this year, was busy recruiting
other people.

The process angered the
5000 student nurses in dif-
lerent government-run insti-
lutes and they called for the

abolition of the age-old policy.
The 13,000 serving diploma
nurses joined the students
nurses to press home their
demand.

To obtain the diploma, a
student has to study four years
al one of the eight institutes in
the country. During these four
years, the government pro-
vides about Tk 50,000 for each
student.

See Page 12 Col 7

A procession hy nurses in thu city during thlu' r-unt
— Star file phote

Minister's directive

Inform Food

Ministry about

IRRI-Boro
situation

_Agriculture. Minister M
Majid-ul Hag, at an inter-min-
isterial meeting in the city
yesterday, asked the Depart-
ment ol Agriculture to provide
information to the Food Minis-
try about the exact situation of
IRRI-Boro plantation and ex-
pected crop production, re-
pewrts UNB. :

Thue uu:cu.nﬂ revicwad the
impact of drodght on lasi sea-
son's Aman crop. and on the
plantation of IRRI-Boro in the
currgnt season, aaid an official
handout.

The meeting was informed
that all the irrigation pumps
operaled uninterrupted during
the current IRRI-Boro season
thanks to regular supply of
electricity and diesel.

Majid-ul Haq. who presided
over the meeling. asked the
agriculture oflicials 1o adopt

See Page 12 Col 7

Forex retention
quota for
exporters
enhanced

The government has en-
hanced the foreign exchange
retention quota for exporters
from the exiting 15 per cent
to 20 per cent of freight on
board (FOB) export value, a
Bangladesh Bank press release
said here yesterday, reports
BSS.

It said the retention quota
for exporters of goods with
relatively high import content
will, however, remain un-
changed at five per cent of FOB
export value.

The decision was taken to
facilitate the exporters to fur-
ther aceess to foreign ex-
change for their business and
o broaden and deepen the lo-

cal interbank foreign exchange
market.

Body to probe
causes of
fertiliser crisis
By Staff Correspondent

The government has
formed a one-man judicial
committee to investigate the
causes ol the lertiliser crisis in
the country, ruling party
sources said yesterday.

The committee. headed by
A High Court judge, Justice B |
Chowdhury, will submit its re-
port within a month. The gov-
ernment decision regarding
the lormation ol the commit-
tee is likely 1o be announeed
today through an sllicial notil

vation, the seouree added.
The l4-mvcniber standing

commitiee ol 11 Bangladesh
Nationalist Pariv [BNP]. at an
emergency inecting last week.
had unanimously observed 1hal
the fertiliser crisis deserved a
judicial probe.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia also discussed the
matter with some of her close
aides on Monday.

Ghorashal Urea
Factory resumes
production

(Ghorashal Urea Fertiliser
Factory., an enterprise of the
Bangladesh Chemical Indus-
iries Corporation [BCIC). has
resumed its production from 6
pm Monday, reports UNB.

Some 383 metric tons of
urea was produced on April
10, according to a press re-
lease issued here yesterday by
the BCIC.

The urea production in the
factory was suspended follow-
ing a damage 1o the godown
during the sigrm on April 9
However, emergency measuires
were taken Lo protect the urea
stored in the bulk godown, it
added.

Arms recovered,

| 3 held in city

By Staff Correspondent
Police arrested three yo-

{ uths and recovered arms and

ammunitions from their
possessions in Tejkuni Para in
the city yesterday.

Sources sald that the Tej- -
gaon police cordoned off the
area where two rival groups
traded around 12 am.

The groups locked in clash
over an illegal business of
drugs and domination in the
area, police sources said.

The arrested youths were
identified as Hashem Ali, 20,
Dulal, 20 and Shiblu, 18.
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