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(zazza relives sensation

r PARIS. Apr 10
The battle lor su
premacy in Eu-
FOpean L-Eﬂ.ﬂ-'l..lf
lvotball teok a
backseat to the

long awaited return of slim-

line Paul Gascoigne on Sunday.
reports AFP,

The spotlight fell on Lazio,
out of contention lor [talian
League honours put hoping for
a UEFA Cup place. who were at
home to Reggiana in the Italian
League.

While the Serie A's Lop LWo
sides Juvenius and Parma both
crashed to defeat, 2-1 to
Torino and 3-2 Lo AC Milan re-
spectively, the focus was on a
Gascoigne, recovered from
broken right leg, who lasted
the entire game to help Lazio
win 2-0 at home.

The 27-year-old star of
England's 1990 World Cup
campaign, who has shed an as-
tonishing 44lbs during his lat-
est fight for litness, also ap-
peared with his head shaved,
copying the style of Juventus
striker Gianluca Vialli.

He dodged the press after-
wards but Reggiana opponent
Angelo Gregucci did the talk-
ing for him. saying: "l was im-
pressed, particularly because
he finished so strongly.”

Lazio s goals both came in
the second hall. with the pro-
lific Guiseppe Signori sealing
the result with 13 minutes Lo
go with his 14th stirike of the
SCASOIL.

Sundav's win will consoli-
date the club's battle for a
place in next season's UEFA
Cup. keeping them in fifth on
44 poinis. Juventus still lead
on 58 points to Parma's 49,
with Milan joining as Roma,
who drew 0-0 at Napoli. on 45.

"Gazza" will hope to make
his mark quickly in Lazio's
challenge after a disastrous run
of injuries threatened to end
his career. He lore knee liga-
ments in the 1991 English FA
Cup final for Tottenham. then

»d

injured the knee again in a
New Castle nightclub five
months later.

Lazio bought him for a cut-
price 5.5 million pounds in
June 1992, but Gascoigne
lasted just 45 minutes of his
debut before injuring the knee
yei again. His latest [reak in-
jury came while training with
the team on April 7 last year.

AC Milan, meanwhile, fresh

from a fine 1-0 away win over
Paris Saint Germain in the Eu-
ropean  Champions’

leacdue

PAUL GASCOIGNE

éeml-l’in.ui, stunned second-
placed Parma on Sunday with
two goals in the opening quar-
ter-of-an-hour (rom Gilanluigi
Lentini and from Marco Si-
mone with a spot-kick.

Gianfranco Zola replied
with a penalty of his own but
Simone's second after 52 min-
utes was the clincher, despite
another Zola penalty seven
minutes from time,

Veteran international Milan
defender Franco Baresi was
sent off for a professional foul
on Stefano Fiore with half-an-
hour to play.

Juventus' Turin Derby de-
[eat, meanwhile, bore the
trademark of Ruggiero

Rizziteli, who grabbed a dou-
ble with 6th and 33rd minute
goals, the second a header
from a Jocelyn Angloma cross.

The home side, who also
ended with ten men when
Portuguese player Paulo Sousa
was sent off midway through
the second half for an off-the-
ball incident, responded
through Roberto Baggio on 22
minutes.

The leaders had been ham-
pered by injuries to key strik-
ers Glanluca Vialli and Fabrizio
Ravanelli.

In Germany Borussia Dort-
mund came down to earth
aflter their European exploits
and handed Werder Bremen
the perfect chance to join
them at the top of the Bun-
desliga by drawing 0-0 at
Schalke.

That left the leaders. who
drew 2-2 away with Juventus
in the UEFA Cup in Midweek,
on 37 points, Werder saw off
Munich 2-2 to joint the lead-
ers on 37 points.

Freiburg, meanwhile, took
the opportunity to edge closer
with a 3-0 win over visiting
Duisburg, joining Kaiser-
slautern, who drew 1-1 at in-
jury-plagued Bayern Munich.
on 34.

Bayern, who had to recall .

35-year-old Hansi Pfluger 1o
make up the numbers, earned
their 13th draw of the season
with an equaliser on half time
from Mehmet School.

Uwe Spies grabbed two of
Freiburg's goals, one after six
minutes and the other with
four minutes to go.

Bayer Leverkusen, mean-
while, who earlier on Saturday
sacked Serbian coach
Dragoslav Stepanovic after the
side's 2-1 defeat to Parma in
the UEFA Cup. beat Borussia
Moenchengladbach, fifth in the
Bundesliga, 3-1.

Andreas Thom, Ulf Kirsten
and Brazilian Sergio — with a
final-minute strike — got Lev-
erkusen’'s goals.

Santana, Norris' bane

LAS VEGAS, Apr
Iir For the second
siraight fight,
Luis Santana was
taken from the

: ring on a stre-
tcher. And for the second
straight time, he was the win-
ner on a bizarre disqualifica-
tion.

Santana retained his WBC
super welterweight  title Sat-
urday night when Terry Norris
hit him well after the bell end-
ing the third round and he
stayed down in the corner, re-
ports AP. _

It was a strange ending to a
fight that was supposed to be

Norris' redemption for the
fight he lost to Santana by dis-
gualification Nov. 12 in Mex-
ico. Norris had lost that fight
when he hit Santana on the

back ol the head during the
fifth round aixl Santana stayed
down. The blow was ruled ille-
gal and Santana declared the
winner.

The ending to the rematch
was even more spectacular —
and the foul even meore [la
grant.

"1 don't know the round was
over.," Norris protested. "The
referee told me to go ahead. |
was ready and hit him with a
good shot. | don't hear the bell.
| though they had stopped the

Doping scandals
bar Sino-US
sports meet

ORLANDO. Florida, Apr 10
A cancelled meeting between
US and Chinese sporis officials
should not be seen as a sign
China is pondering a 1996
Olympic boycott over criticism
received Irom positive doping
lests, reports AFP.

John Krimsky, the US
Olympic Commitiee's interim
executive director. said Lhe
wiping out of a meeting
planned for Tuesday with Chi-
nese Olympic Commitiee
president Wu Shaouzu was nol
due to US complaints over
Chinese drug positives.

‘1 had some concerm be-
cause of recent sirident state-
menis by Canada.” said Krim-
sky. who noted Wu was also set
to visit Canada on his trip
across Lhe Pacific Ocean.

Krimsky said US officials
have made conciliatory ges
tures to the Chinese since thev
were banned from the Pan Pa-
cific Swim Championships. set
for August in Atlanta in the
same pool where next years
Olympic events will be con
tested.

1 don't wiud (o chill the re
lationship.  Krimsky said.

Several Chinese delegations
have visited Atlanta to examine
uraining. housing and competi-
tion areas f(or Lhe Summer
Games that are 15 months
away .

Krimsky. who served as an
airline executive In Asia for
several years, said US officials
want to influence Chinese offi-
clals to improve drug testing
while respecting the nation's
culture and emerging associa-
tion with other countries.

"We see China as an emerg-
ing sports power.” he said.

behind 1 he

fight.”

Nevada boxing officials.
Lthough. said the punch was
deliberate.

It was an intentional foul."
said Marc Ralner. executive
director ol the Nevada State
Athletic Commission. "The
other man clearly could not
continue; therefore, Santana is
the winner by disqualification.
It was clearly an intentional
foul. no doubt about it."

Ratner said Norris had been
warned by releree Kenny Bay-
less in the dressing room be-
fore Lhe [ight about illegal
blows, but hit Santana anyway a
good 10 seconds after the bell
sounded to end the third
round.

"Referee Bayless made it
clear we would not have any
illegal blows,” Ratner said. "He
was warned specilically about
it is the dressing room."

Santana collapsed after be-
ing hit and was on his back on
Lthe canvas for about five min-
utes as ringside physician Dr.
Flip Homanskv examined him
and gave him oxvgen. He was
taken fromn the ring on a
stretcher o Valley Hospital.

"He responded 1o me very
well, when he was down.®
Homansky said. "l think he's
guing to be OK."

Norris had lost his WBC ti-

tle toe Santana in their first
figlit in Mexico. a bout he
dominated until he hit Santana

head in the [ifth

round and the challenger from
the Dominican Republic went
down and stayed down.

‘I think Norris should bhe
banned for life from boxing."
sald Santana's manager. Grant
Elvis Phillips. “"To win this was,
I am sick to my stomach."

The former two-time
champion was also dominating
in the rematech and had
knocked Santana down twice
in the first three rounds.

The fighters were in a neu-
tral corner as the bell sounded
to end the round. Both stood
there without going back to
their corners and the referee
turned to Santana to deliver a
warning about low blows.

Al that point, Norris sud-
denly lashed out with a right
hand that caught Santana fully

on the head and he went
down.
Norris, 38-6, had been a

12-1 favourite in the fight, the
first of five title fights on a
card at Caesars Palace topped
by Oliver McCall's first WBC
heavyweight title defence
against former champion Larry
Holmes.

It was the third time Norris
had lost by disgualification in a
fight.

Santana, 153, improved to
40-15-2 and earned dirs
400,000 to dirs 150.000 for
Norris.

Saniana was admitted to the
hospital overnight for precau-
tionarv reasons.

.
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British rormala Une drver Damon Hall I.'Inldn Lthe truph}
on the winners podium at the Oscar Galvez circuit 1n
Buenos Aires after winning the Arm Grand Prix on

— AFP/UNB photo

LAS VEGAS, Apr 10: A
gunman shot to death an ac-
quaintance in front of Caesars
Palace before the Oliver Mc-
Call-Larry Holmes boxing
match Saturday night and then
bid a "victory dance” over the
victim, police said, reporis AP.

The occurred sev-
eral hours ore the heavy-
weight fight. No one else was
hurt,

A 45-year-old Las Vegas
man was booked for investiga-
tion of murder. The victim.
also 45, was from the San
Francisco Bay area. Their

names were not immediately
released.

The two men had just left
the casino when one pulled out
a handgun and shot the other
in the head, police said.

The gunman fired at least

six shots, then placed the gun
in the victim's hand and began
to dance around him, wit-
nesses told police.

Police officers on duty for
the fight arrested the man a
few meters away in the valet
parking area.

Friends of the dead man
said the shooting was sparked
by an ongoing dispute, police
said. They didn't know the na-
ture of the argument.

McCall fears
Bruno not

Tyson

LAS VEGAS. Apr 10: Oliver
McCall. who kept his world
heavyweight boxing crown by
beating Larry Holmes here
Saturday. is more worried
about Frank Bruno than Mike
Tyson. reporis AFP.

McCall has good reasons,
millions of them. They are the
dollars he stands (o make
from a matchup against Tyson,
a man for whom he was once a
sparring partner.

McCall made only 1.5 mil-
lion dollars for taking a unani-
mous decision over 45-year-
old lormer champion Holmes
in his first defense of the
World Boxing Council Champi-
onship.

But an expected matchup
with Bruno stands in the way
of a potential 40 million-dollar
pavday for a title defense
against Tyson next year.

"I'm looking forward to
lighting Frank Bruno in July in
London.," McCall said. even
though the deal has vel to be
finalized.

Tyvson, making a comeback
after three years in prison for a
rape conviction, has the
biggest interest and money in
the sport. But McCall has
soniething Tyson wants — a
world title.

"Mike Tyson is a good
friend of mine but Mike Tyson
is not the champion.” McCall
said. "l don't have to knock on
his door. When Mike is ready,
he is going Lo knock on my
door.”

Promoter Don King, who
backs McCall and Tyson. has
another champion in his stable
in Bruce Seldon, who won the
vacant World Boxing Associa-
tion title Saturday with a sev-
enth-round technical knockout
of Tony Tucker.

George Foreman, the Inter-
national Boxing Federation
champion. was stripped of the
WBA title last month for choos-
ing to fight Germany's Axel
Schulz instead of Tucker, the
WBA's designated foe.

But at age 46, Foreman's fu-
ture is limited and there is lit-
tle chance of a showdown with
Tvson. His departure would
leave King in total command of
the heavvweight division.

Malcolm hangs
gloves up

BRISBANE. Apr 10: Former
World Boxing Federation wel-
Lerweight champion Jefl Mal-
colm announced his retire-
ment Monday after 24 years as
a professional fighter, reports
AP.

Mailcolm rejected the offer
of a rematch with Filipino
William Magahin. the man who
ook away his world title, and
plans o concentrate on train-
ing fighters. He also will seek
to become a boxing adminis-
Iraloer.

“The tme is right. I've had
a terrific career.," said Mal-
colm. an Australian who will
turn 39 nexi month.

Mailcolm won the lightly-
regarded WBF version of the
world title last year at the age
of 37 making him the oldest
welterweight champion ever.
He¢ delended the title once
elore losing it to Magahin on
poinis last month.

Malcoln compiled an B3-
25-10 record during his ca-
reer. He first fought profes-
sionally as a |5-year-old
schoolboy and only five current
lighters in world have had
More conlests.

The soulthpaw siylist was
Australian champion. Aus-
iralasian champion. Common-
wealth champion and WBF In-
tercontinental champion in
various divisions his ca-

]muﬂhnmlyt-nﬁﬂ:ul

inside Lthe distance.
"I haven't made a fortune,
but every fighter dreams of be-

coming a world

_bye.

Austrian Thomas Muster ha:

a bit fun with the rﬂhy

after winning the Estoril Open in Lisbon on April 9.
Muster beat Spaniard Alberto Costa 6-4, 6-2 in the final.

S

— AFP/UNB photo

Estoril Open
'
Muster's

LISBON, Apr 10: Third
seeded Ausirian Thomas
Muster fought off sickness to
win the Estoril Open with a
convincing 6-4, 6-2 victory
over Spaniard Alberto Costa on
Sunday, reports Reuter.

The 27-year-old Muster,
who is world number 17, beat
his younger opponent in one
hour and 14 minutes under a
blazing sun to take his second
title this season following his
Mexico City victory.

Costa. 19 and playing his
second year as a
has never won an ATP l;numﬁ-
ment and could not match
Mustier's experience.

From the fifth game on-
wards Muster increased the
pace and was always more ag-
gressive,

But he later told reporters
he felt sick and was suffering
from a stiff back. During the
match he received medical
Lreatment. :

"Il I'd been feeling better
physically, | think 1 would have

played better. | would have run
more,” he said.

Crenshaw's second

AUGUSTA, Georgia, Apr 10:
Ben Crenshaw won his second
US Masters title here on Sun-
day. with a four-under-par 68
for a l14-under-par total of

274, reports AFP.

Agassi new world No 1

TOKYO. Apr 10:
Andre Agassi en-
ded Pete Samp-
ras 82 weeks at-
op the world ten-
pis rankings befo-
re even stepping on the court
for the Japan Open, while
seeds Martin Damm and
Jonathan Stark suffered first-
round upsets Monday, reports
AP,

In rankings released Mon-
day by the ATP Tour, Agassi
led Sampras 4,403 points to
4,216, capping a 12-month
period in which he had won
seven lournaments, including
the UIS and Australian Opens,

Sampras slipped behind
when his points for winning
the 1994 Japan Open became
more than a year old and
dropped oul ol the computer.
Agassi won their last meeting,
March 26 in the Lipton
Championships.

Sampras still could regain
the No 1 spot by doing well
this week in a tournament in
Barcelona. Spain, where he is
preparing on clay for the
French Open — if Agassi does
poorly in the Japan Open, on
the hard courts of Tokyo's Ari-
ake Colosseum.

Agassi, with a first-round
does not play until

first set and at 4-4

Wednesday.

Meanwhile, Australia's Scott
Draper, who has been a winner
on his local satellite tour,
ousted No 10 seed Jonathan
Stark of the United States 6-3,
7-6 (7-5), and Dutch player
Stephan Noteboom trounced
ninth-seeded Martin Damm of
the Czech Republic 6-3, 6-1.

Draper scored his key
breaks while leading 4-3 in the
in the

ANDRE AGASSI

ngl IA ISLAND,
rida, Apr 10
Top seed Coutic-
hita Martinez of
Spain won her
' second consecu-
tive title Sunday with a 6-1, 6-
4 victory over second seed
Gabriela Sabatini at the 430,000
dollar Bausch and Lomb Cham-
pionships, reports Reulter.

“Two in a row is a big thing
lor ime.” said Martinez. who
also won the Family Circle Cup
title on clay last week.

"I'm feeling very comfort-
able on court. very confident."
sald the Wimbledon champion,
who earned 79.000 dollars for
her 22nd career title. "I'm fi-
nally feeling so good 1 just
want to go out there and play."

Martinez won despite con-
ceding something of a home
courl advantage to Sabatini

a0

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

Martinez's 2nd in a row

here,

The Argentine. a Lhree-time
¢« limpion ol this event who
has reached the [inal the last
five years, has been adopted by
the local tennis-loving crowd.

“It's difficult to play Gaby
and then to have to play
against Lhe crowd,” Martinez
said. "It's fine il they go with
her. but sometimes they clap-
ped at my mistakes and that's
tough.”

Sabatini, who picked up
31.500 dollars as runner-up.
seemed unable to pack as
much punch into her ground-
strokes as she would have
liked.

Both finalists, however,
played an interesting and var-
ied second set, featuring excit-
ing groundstroke rallies, adept
net play. crafty drop shots and
winning passes
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tiebreak. -

American Jeff Tarango, the
13th seed, beat Japan's Satoshi
Iwabuchi 6-1, 6-3, and 14th
seed Greg Russedski of
Canada, using his big serve and
angled volleys, defeated Aus-
tralian Paul Kilderry 6-3, 6-3.

No other men's seeds were
in action Monday. Second seed
Michael Chang, No 6 in the
latest world rankings, had a
bye. So did the next six seeds
— Wayne Ferreira of South
Africa, Jim Courier of the
United States, Thomas Engvist
and Jonas Bjorkman of Swe-
den, Alexander Volkov of Rus-
sia and Jan Siemerink of the
Netherlands.

Tommy Ho of the United
States beat Marcos Ondruska
of South Africa 6-3, 6-3,
Carsten Arriens of Germany
downed Leander Paes of India
7-5, 6-3, Jan Apell of Sweden
defeated American Jim Grabb
7-6 (7-3), 7-6 (7-3) and
Japan's Koutaro Miyachi ousted
American David Pete 6-2, 2-6,
6-3.

Japan's No 1 male player,
Shezo Matsuoka. let a match
point slip away at 5-4 in the fi-
nal set before winning 4-6, 6-
3. 7-6. (7-5).

In the women's section, top
seed Kimiko Date, ranked
eighth in the world, started
her quest for her fourth con-
secutive Japan Open title by
beating Japanese compatriot
Yuka Yoshida 6-2, 6-4.

No. 3 seed Marianne Werdel
Witmeuer of the United States
overpowered Japan's Al
Sugivama 6-3, 6-4, and No. 6
seed Yone Kamio of Japan beat
Jenette Hussarova of Slovakia
6-3. 6-2.

Rennae Stubbs of Australia
beat Noelle van Lottum of
France 6-4, 6-4, and Park
Sung-hee of South Korea
downed Japan's Hiromi Naga-
no 6-4, 7-5.

The men's singles winner
receives dirs 156,000 from to-
tal prize money of dirs 1.2 mil-
lion.

The women's division offers
only a dirs 25,000 top prize.
After Date, the next highest-
ranking woman in the field is
American Amy Frazier, ranked
16th.
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Samipras welcomes
competition

BARCELONA., Apr 10: Pete
Sampras, who slipped to No. 2
behind Andre Agassi in the in-
ternational tennis rankings
Monday after B2 weeks at the
top, says he's pleased he has to
chase someone else for a
change, reports AP.

"I think (Agassi) deserves it.
He's playing very well,” Sam-
pras told daily El Pais in an
interview published Monday on

the opening day of the Conde
de Godo tennis tournament.

Now Sampras has the
chance to regain the No. 1
spot depending on how Agassi
fares in the Tokyo Open.

"This rivalry is something
that has been missing (from
the tour) in the last few years.”
said Sampras, who welcomes
the fact that he and Agassi play
very different games and have
district personalities.

Bringing contrasting styles
to the game "is good for tennis
and for me, because it forces
me and allows me to improve,”
he said.

Tennis, Sampras said. is in
transition between the big
names of the '70s and 80s like
Bjorn Borg, John McEnroe,
Jimmy Connors and Ivan Lendl
who ‘popularized the sport and
the new players who need (o
be promoted.

Sampras begins

play

__ w:dnesday on the clay courts

of\. Barcelona's Royal Tennis
Club.

Family first,

tennis later

STUTTGART, Apr 10: Ger-
man champion Steffi Graf will
not take part in the first round
of the Federation Cup against
Japan on April 22 and 23 — to
be at -the wedding of her
brother Michael, reports AFP.

Her father Peter Graf said
here Monday: "The decision
was not an easy one to take but
the family event took priority."

Grafs German teammates
for the event in Freiburg in-
clude Anke Huber and Sabine
Hack.

Graf's father said she had no
doubts her team would go
through to the next round.

ATP's top 20

MONACO, Apr 10: Leading
men's rankings issued by the
ATP Tour on Monday, reports
Reuter.

1. Andrc Aﬂaasr H.ISI 4 4{}3
wm; i

2. Pele | Sarhpras
4216

3. Boris Becker (Germany)
3,274

4. Sergi Bruguera (Spain)
2,556

5. Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Ru-
ssia) 2.538

6. Michael
2.519

7. Ablerto Dernsdtf:gul (Sp-
ain) 2,479

8. Michael Stich (Germany)|
2,467

9. Goran lvanisevic (Croatia)
2,394 .

10. Wayne Ferreira (Seuth
Africa) 2,030

11. Todd Martin (US) 1.974

12. Magnus Larsson (Swe-
den) 1,902

13. Richard Krajicek (Ne-
therlands) 1,898

14. Andrei Medvedev (Uk-
raine) 1,869

15. Jim Courier (US) 1,839

16. Stefan Edberg (Sweden)

(US)

Chang (US]

1 786 . ;

~17. Thomas Muster (Aus
tl:iall 1.748

18. Marec Rosset (Swi-
tzerland) 1.506

19. Andrea Gaudenzi (Italy)
1,386

20. Thomas Enqvist (Swe-
den) 1,299
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