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Americans unsafe

| |BrlhshMquts

mP

Plh Minister Eluuﬂr Bhutm
in ‘the United States trying
to drum up foreign invest-

She iIs to meet US Presi-

dent Bill Clinton on Tuesday.
At home her visit has
demonstrations led by

a small, but powerful religious

U}H[}ﬂﬂ, Apr 9 Prime
Minister John Major's scandal-
prone government suffered
another blow today when Con-
servative ministerial aide
Richard Spring quit over

Banonnewmminlm;.

BAGHDAD. Apr 9: Iraq today banned journalists from con-
tacting the lawyer defending two Americans jailed for enter-
ing the country illegally. The Information Ministry also an-

allegations of a
--en.t Amflericans living in gy . nounced that Baghdad-based reporters and Iragis working for
Pakistan have hunwm; ofa party, Jamaat-e-lslami. ““"‘“‘;‘ﬁ:f“’ . T Western news organisations would not be allowed 10 attend
possible bomb attack, US offi- . m:gmmn;m-mmm
cilhllidm.maﬂl‘. - - it was yet another setback later this week, reports :
. “The US him General Prices l'llse e holanioosed Piidimior: Jii

stantiated thr€at information
that unknown persons may be
targeting Americans or Ameri-
can interests, possibly using a
bomb directed at an American
business or office,” said a US
State Department public an-
nouncement made available to
The Associated Press on Sun-

Traders in New Market and
Mohammadpur markets said
that prices of quality rice has
not changed since the last Eid.

Prices of fresh vegetables
and fish increased yesterday.
Traders claimed that inade-
guate supply of these due to
the hartal was responsibie for

Major. facing increased pres-
sure on his leadership after
the ruling party was humiliated
in Scottish local elections.
Spring, a Conservative par-
liamentarian, resigned as Par-
liamentary Private Secretary
(PPS) to Northern Ireland
Minister Sir Patrick Mayhew

Philionine-Si thea
hang in balance

MANILA. Apr 9 Philippine
in the balance after a i

-Singapore diplomatic ties hang

tial panel concluded that a Fil-

ipina maid may have been wrengly hanged in Singapore, ana-
lysts said teday. The commission appointed by President Fidel
called on the Singapore authorities to reinvestigate

Contemplacion’'s case.

Ramos now walks a political

after allegations were pub- tightr he ponders whether to mak m threat to
- - lished in' the News of The hruingpi?:rmnc tm-'l;h ﬂma?ure i-ncpu:ts :
::E mmth -:l&/ In the city markets yester- Wor ld
su eve o day aubergine cost Tk 14, a kg, Y
nazir's departure for tHe 450 Tk 15, carrot Tk. 8 and - Beiate's best-asfiing Sy S
United States. freen papaya Tk 8 to 10 a kg thbloid said the 46 yearoid war re €S

A US government employ-
ees who didn't want to be
identified said it was feared
that a terrerist group would at-
tack American interests here
in an attempt to discredit Be-

Benazir in the US seeking
US investments in Pakistan

- terday,

In the fish markets. traders
seemed taking full advantage of
the hartal as the supply
dro ;
In the almost deserted New
Market during the hartal yes-
retailers were seen
busy preserving fish in ice. A
fish trader said that the price

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia visited the tornado-hit area at Halianka nf. Louhajang
thana in Munshiganj district yesterday.

Khaleda

From Page 1

women. appris;:d the Prime
Minister of their plight and

— PID pheto

'Tornado claims 29

From Page 1
the 71 injured persons admit-

of the district.
Al least 50 people of Nazir-

| called “a

Spring. whose PPS job put him
on the first rung to

rank. shared a Sunday sghool
ieacher with her financial-ty-
coon bovyfriend in what it
three-in-a-bed sex

session.

A sitatement
Northern Ilreland office said:

from the

*  From Page )
the payment of
18.55.00.500.20 US dollars to
meel the claims of 43.845
claimants under Category A in
78 countries. Of them, the
claims of 4.551 Bangladeshis
totalling 1.77.46,000 US dol-

good office of its permanent
representative in Geneva — the
headqguarters of the UNCC —

and the lifting of sanctions Im- . figh was already high in the requested governmeni assis- ted to the DMCH succumbed pur unioni and 20 of Balamara | ‘sir Patrick has accepted | lars were also resolved. 1 to look into the problems of
posed in 1990 after the U"ltﬁll wholesale markets. . tance in their rehabilitation. to their injuries early yester- union were injured in the Spring's resignation with great At its November 10. 1994 over 70.000 Bangladeshis who
States concluded Pakistan was' =~ ™~ The few (raders, selling Begum Zia assured the be- | day. They were identified as storm regret.” meeting the UNCC approved returned home from Kuwait
ﬂpﬂflﬁﬂg a covert ﬂ'LIClE‘.r prawns, ruhi, ayr and other ﬂm{ﬂllg ]IEDPIC of all po-ldblt Shamsunnahar, 25, and Over 300 thatched houses Spriﬂﬂ appcarl‘.d to be re- 52.95 000 US dollars to meet and lraq in 1991 tn“th
weapons programme. types of fish, pointed out the | s,vernment cooperation in re- | Jhumu. 12. were damaged and a large | scting to an edict from Major : war.

No dialogue
From Page

absence of buyers in the mar-
ket. Big wholesalers took ad-
vantage of the hartal and in-
creased the price, they al-

couping the losses inflicted by

the natural calamity. ,
Addressing a gathering at

Gholtali Bazar, Begum Zia said

 The remaining 69 were un-
der treatment.

Government hospital ambu-

lances carried the seriously in-

number ol Lrees were uprooted
as the nor'wester along with
hailstorm struck the villages
under Muladi thana of the dis-

who has said any member of
his government found misbe-
having should resign straight

the claims of 1754 Category B
claimants in 35 countries, imn-
cluding 68 [rom Bangladesh
whose dues totalled 2,87 500

The task force, headed by a

joint secretary in the Ministry
of Labour and Manpower, will

away in a bid to limit the dam- | US dollars. explore possibilities of re-ex-
eral and apprised him of our leged. the government would provide | jured people to Dhaka from trict around 6pm Saturday. age. - On March 23 this year, the porting the returnees to for-
position.” he said, also refer- On an average, ruhi fish | oy possible help and asked the | the affected areas in Munshi- Nazirpur Bandar areas were UNCC again gave its w eign countries on a ba-
ring to their meetings with was sold at Tk. a kg. affected people (o face the cri- | ganj while many villagers were also damaged during the 20 to The Conservatives., truhng to 13,269 Bangladeshis' Cate sis and will try to realize the
Awami League chiel Sheikh medium size prawn at Tk. 200 sis with fortitude. seen carrying their injured 30 minutes storm. the resurgent opposition gory A claims for 5.185, zam compensation awards at the
Hasina, the leaders of the Left to 250 per kg and ayr fish for "When we stand beside the | relatives to medical centres, When contacted. the Deputy | Labour Party by 35 peints in | US dollars. | earliest. Moha
Democratic Front, student Tk. 90 to 110 per kg. distressed humanity, the op- to news agencies. Director of the Agriculture Ex- opiniofi’ pells. have been The Kuwait-iraq Repatria- Nur Mo mm.:d ?idr:
bodies and other labour organ- The pre-hartal prices were position leaders at the same Our Barisal Correspondent tension Department, Barisal rocked by a string of financial | (ed Bangladeshi Association mrﬂn::m#ne;' 0 tauﬂi
isations. . at Icastﬁper_c;l: ::li'u. sQme time are observing hartal. They says: A girl aged about 8 was zone, EH'I;J 1“:11:'{ Iuver dlﬂ:::: and sex scandals. (K-IRBA). however, alleged ::?tf - 3;;: r:tr“mty g

Dr. W oted the BNP bu retai aimed. Vv e to the ople when their house col- tonnes ol boro. ulshi and ra One junior minister re- :

leader nl.’h?ﬂ:: admitted the }l:l:c of meat also rose. Beef oty i st crops worth"about Tk 96 lakh ' ) that due to delay In submission gone back to Kuwait whereas,

genuineness of the SKDP de-
mands which include a mini-
mum wage of Taka 1600 for
industrial workers, a stop to
the government's denationali-
sation policy and reopening of
cluu:d industrial units.

was sold at Tk 70 per kg and
mutton at Tk. 110-120 per kg.
Butchers at Mohammadpur,
New Market and Kawran Bazar
said that the city's cattle mar-
ket at Gabtoli had a serious
short supply yesterday.

Tongi model polls

From Page 1

cers, 293 assistant presiding
officers, 586 polling officers
and 72 additional polling offi-
cers will conduct the polls.

These officials have been
appointed from among the lo-
cal . particularly those
who worked for data collec-
tion, said Mochammad Khairuz-

dals and using lnudspcakcrs
and microphones for cam-
paigning.

The EC held several joint
projection meetings in Tongi
where Chiel Election Commis-
sioner Justice Abdur Rauf . in-
troduced the candidates.

The EC also published joint
posters of the candidates. The

during disaster,” she said.

The Prime Minister said
transportation of relief materi-
als and medical teams was im-
peded by today's hartal.

“It was the moral obligation
of the Opposition to call off the
hartal after hearing the news
of tornado and stand beside
the victim and extend cooper-
ation. But they neither with-
drew hartal, nor stood beside
you”. she told the crowd.

Begum Zia said the BNP al-
ways stands by the humanity in
distress and will continue its
service to the people.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment has distributed 20 tons
uf wheat. 100 tines of biscuit,

ieces of lungi
ree 00 hah]rwcam and Tk
50,000 in cash a the al-

1500 sa- _

lapsed in Char Nazirpur village

LONDON, Apr 9: Former
Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher's son Mark made
himself a multi-millionaire
after a note from his mother
gave him an introduction to a
Gulf ruler, a new book seri-
alised in a Sunday newspaper
here has charged. reports AFP.

"Whether Thatcher in-
tended it or not, the note ...
would have been a consider-
able asset for Mark in any fu-
ture business dealings in the
Arab world, where personal
status and influence count for
so much.” wrote authors Paul

on 1,988 hectares of land were
destroyed.

The percentage of crop loss
was 15.72 in the affected ar-
eas, the agriculture official
added.

The Prime Minister visited
the affected areas in Munshi-
ganj yesterday.

Attack on RCC
Mayor's home

RAJSHAHI. Apr 9: Some
unidentified men lobbed a
crude bomb to the residence
of eity Mayor Mizanur Rahman

was reported hurt,
LUUNB.

Protesting the incident, lo-

reports

Minu Saturday midnight. None |

after fathering the love
child of an unmarried Conser-
vative Councillor.

Hillary
From Page 1
government and non-govern-
ment levels lowards socio-
economic upliftment was a
major factor for Hillary to un-
dertake the visit to this region.
Her own departure state-
ment is a testimony of her
admiration for this country and
expecitedly, Bangladesh will
gelt a better projection in the
United States administration
and media following this visit,
observed the spokesman.
Asked in what form the visit
will benefit this country. he

brushed aside the allegation,
saying that there was no lapse
on the government's part in
submitting the forms.

The official, however, said
that due to a UN embargo on
the sale of Iraq's oil, UNCC's
fund was not buoyant enough
for disbursement of the com-
pensation money.

According to a UN state-
ment released in Dhaka last
weelk, the Governing Council of
the UNCC has recently ex-
pressed its concern over the
current financial situation of

he claimed, the govermment
had earlier assured them that
everyone of them ecould go
back again.

But official sources said over
23.000 returnees have gone
back and that priority was
given to the rest regarding ex-
port of manpower to other
countries.

The number of Bangladeshis
working in Kuwait was
62,000 before the Gulf War,
whereas now the number has
increased to over one lakh,
claimed ministry sources.

The K-IRBA has urged the
government to seize the op-

portunity of the forthcoming

visii by Kuwait's Prime
Minister and Crown Prince

: - . fund ikh Saad al-Salem al-Sabah

zaman, assistant n:l;u:mmgufﬂ- candidates were allowed only | fected people of the three || Halloran and Mark Hollings- | €@l BNP unit brought out a ;?:ﬂ'r;ﬁ]ﬂ;:n;?ﬂ;ﬂdk:gz f:ﬁl} tmm Hanpt?::r Hinintry of- ?ﬂhgzghdcuﬁ hegllm:lltg next

cer for the Tongi polls. to distribute hand-bills among | thanas. worth in the book “Thatcher's | Procession here this evening. ﬂuffﬂ[ t};‘m First Lady's three- | ficial, however, added that Wednesday for putting up the

o l\lln : :h official will the voters seeking their man- |~  Authorities have also et up [} Gold." The protesters held the Awami day Viait. Bangladesh by activating the  issue of compensation claims.
nvolved in the p

rocess,
only members of the law-en-
forcing agencies will be de-
ployed in and around the
polling centres.
A murabbi committee com-
prising local aged people will
help maintain law and order at
the centres.
: Besides, a 56-member
steering committee, compris-
ing all political parties and lo-
cal elite has been assisting the
EC.

The EC, in cooperation
with the steering committee,
has formulated a 16-point code
of conduct which barred the
candidates from setting up
election camps. arches, pan-

date. |
Over 30 organisations have
got permission from the EC to

. oversee the elections as ob-

SCIVETS.

For the post of chairman Dr
Nazim Uddin Ahmed of BNP is
contesting Lhe elections with
the symbol "Candle,” Md Azmat
Ullah Khan of Awami League
with "Umbrella”. Md Nurul Is-
lam Sarker of Jatiya Party with
"Bicycle,” and independent
candidate Mohammad Nayeem
Nowaly with "Rickshaw."

Meanwhile, the major op-
position parties have ex-
empted Tongi from the
purview of their countrywide
dawn-lo-dusk hartal today.

Industrial loans

50 tents as temporary shelters
for the homeless. Civil sur-
geons, physicians and ambu-
lances from three adjacent
districts were put on round-
the-clock service .in the af-
fected areas, | _

The Prime Minister issued
spot instruction to the con-
cerned authorities for dis-
tributing adequate relief mate-
rials among the victims and set
up more tents. She also in-
structed installation of ade-
guate tubewells in the tornado-
hit areas.

Begum Zia also directed
ministers, MPs and BNP lead-
ers and workers to provide all-
time service to the people.

The book serialised in the
Mail on Sunday. said that in
November 1980 Margaret
Thatcher sent a photograph of
herself to Sheikh Zayed Ben
Sultan Al-Nahyan, President of
the United Arab Emirates UAE.

An accompanying note read
"l have asked my son to convey
to you my personal message of
warm regards and good
wishes.”

A few months ‘later
Thatcher acted as an interme-
diary in a 300 million pound
(480 million dollar) deal be-
tween the Gulf state of Oman
and the Cementation Interna-

tional Company in which the
l UAE was also involved.

League responsible for the at-
tack.

Baby killed by

falling roof tile
» By DMCH Correspondent

A baby girl succumbed to
her injuries al the PG hospital
-in the city vesterday.

Lipi, 2. daughter of Lutiur
Rahman, was seriously injured
when a roof-tile of an apart-
ment of the century Tower at
Elephant road. Maghbazar. fell
on her at around 9 am.

The baby was immediately
taken to the hospital where
she expired two hours later.
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. . From Page 1 The Sonali Bank sanctioned
crore. : ~ Tk 404.84 crore, as against an 4315 SfSre 797 Fewg IRCe 2R | e Tferres Tafve B w93 GFTem
The central bank data - amnual target of Tk 700 crore.

" showed that Tk 1489.77 crore .

in industrial credit was sanc-
tioned during the first six
months up to Decéember 1994
while another Tk 407.66 crore
was sanctioned over the month
of January alone.

The sanctioned industrial
loan so far averaged Tk 269.83
crore per month and if this
trend continues, the year end
amount would stand at Tk
3237.96 crore or Tk 127.96

crore more than the annual

target, observed the Industrial
Credit Division of Bangladesh
Bank. :

The ministry review noted
that out of the 30 scheduled
banks and financial institu-
tions, three of the nationalised
commercial banks, the Sonali,
Janata and Agrani Banks, alone
fulfilled 60 per cent of the na-
tional industrial credit target.

Cong may split
From Page 1
funds from disinvestments in
state-owned enterprises into
the companies instead of using

the money to finance budget
deficits.

Most newspapers said Rao

in industrial loans and dis-
bursed Tk 246.18 crore during
the seven month period.

- With a target of Tk 650
crore the Agrani Bank sanc-
tioned Tk 457.49 crore and
disbursed Tk 316.76 crore

while the Janata Bank. .sanc-.

tioned Tk 825.94 crore,
against an annual target of Tk
500 crore, and disbursed Tk
114.37 crore in

months of the current fiscal.

mmamw 8-
view was criti about the

performance of the public and

ml‘bmhutuptn ]

Jindustrial loans. It
Hﬂﬂm mtnfthmbanh
have "no visible role” in diu-

‘bursing industrial credit.  —

it also noted that BSRS,
SABINCO, IPDC, IDLC, ULC,
Bangladesh Krishi Bank and
Raj ‘Krishi Unnayan Bank

“have all failed to execeed even

Eﬂ' per cent of the annualised
of sanc industrial

I.nlnu while their. Mned
disbursal level stood at only 19
per cent during the period, -
Five private sector banks,
Arab-Bangladesh, IFIC, Natio-

industrial |
loans during the first seven

A truck rammed into a park on Airport 'Rnnd in the l:it.y yesterday. :

| |

—Star phnt.n

AL : BNP govt
e From Page 1
compel Lhe Prime Minister
and her eabinet to step down
soon. he added.

Regarding the fertiliser eri-

sis, party presidium member
Amir Hossain Amu protested

the PM's reported accusation }

that the Opposition was doing
politics over the fertiliser issue
by instigating the farmers to go
on rampage.

From Page 1

| parties. has also called a coun-
‘trywide day-long hartal on the
first day of the SKOP's strike
tomorrow.

. The AL, JP and Jamaat
brought oul separate proces-
sions in the city yesterday
noon and held rallies in front
of the Press Club.

Police and para-military

Hartalpassesoﬁ'

and adjoining areas.

Most vehicles except rick-
shaws remained off the streets.
There was poor attendance in
government offices. Many pri-
vate offices were closed.

Production in the Export
Processing Zone (EPZ) and
other industrial areas was par-
tially disrupted due to poor
attendance of workers.

9 |

T2 |
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had come out stronger within  nal, AL Baraka and-Oty Bank, |  Hasina thanks people | PDR Were postcd & diierel’ inside the jetties. cargo | [f SR T1ETETE |
the C despite the Aalso fell far short of the target | per b Y Y handling was normal but deliv- | [
c Congress despitc the %o f UNB adde: . Awiis TG

losses for the party in recent
state elections. .
Nonetheless the crisis has
led to speculation that general
elections might be called early.

Bangue Indosuez,
American Express, NCC Bank
and IPDC have all failed to

sanction any industrial lean

during the périod, the review -}

president Sheikh Hasina has -
said people demonstrated no-

confildence in Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia's govern-

| According to Railway
sources, all the trains to and
from the Kamalapur station
maintained schedule.

ery of goods to and from the
port was suspended as trucks
could not ply on the reoads.
Our Khulna correspondent
says, all vehicles rick-
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ment thro peaceful and Zia International Airpert e e SO
The Asian A‘E newspaper noted. | 3pnntant:m‘:f,haﬂal in the sources said, domestic and in- #c: T; m T::l:tﬁ W!mﬂ ﬁﬂifﬂfﬂ
today quoted unidentified ; country's five divisional head- | ternational flights of Biman g oo & ol “ “
sources as saying Rao was COMHYWIde ha.rtal | quarters yesterday. and ign airlines were not DFP-8372-5/4

likely to call the polls in
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affected by the hartal.

Supporters of the AL, JP

(549

L

February instead of June next e Hasina thanked the people Our Staff in and Jamaat brought out sepa-
year, when they are due. . The Garment Workers Fed- | for observing hartal and urged | Chittagong says. hartal was ob-  rate processions in the town - :
"Unless something untor aratisn will also enforce a 48- | them to observe another dawn- | served peactfully in the port ' chanting anti-govt slogans. Editor : Mahfuz Anam
ward happens, the elections .., strike in the garment to-dusk hartal throughout the city. Preduction in the jute mills behall of Mediaworid Lid, 52 Motyheel
will be advanced, and February factories from tomorrow to country today to press for a However, some 20 to 30 in Khalispur indusirial area Friﬂ Published by A. 8. Mahmud, Managing Director 90 ‘:: il. Dhaka-1000 Editorial, News &
pears to be the most likely regs for its 8 points demand | caretaker government and | eracker blasts were heard in = Was disrupted but the opera- | C/A, Dhaka "dﬁ_ “cm mm-—:ﬂ R/A, Dhaka-1205. PABX: 5000884,
month." the Age quoted & h¢juding implementation of | protest price-hike of fertiliser, the morning in the Andarkilla, | tlon at the Mongla port was 1 (Direct -umh "u.ruh No: 3257, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA.
source as saving. the Wadge Commission Award. rice and other essentials. ‘ New Market. Lalkhan Bazar Tormal. M e



