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NEWS BRIEFS

Biman's first Hajj
flight Apr 13

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
yvesterday re-confirmed thai
the first Hajj flight for ballotiee
Haijj pilgrims would operate as
scheduled. on April 13. All Hajj
pilgrims scheduled for the
first Hajj flight 1o Jeddah have

~been advised to all
remaining formalities and re-
port to the Hajj camp in time
as advised by thr of

Alfairs, a Biman press
release said in the city yester-
day. reports BSS.

A young man was I:rul.hnd
under the wheels of a speeding
bus near Shanirakhra in Demra
thana early vesterday. Police
said Akram Hossain. 20. met
the tragic end of his life as he
tried 10 cross the road at abowt
6 am reports UNB

IC Calcutta flights
rescheduled

lndian Airlines Nights IC-
723 amd IC-724 Calculia-
Dhaka-Calcutia have been res-
cheduled for waday. an Indian
Airlimes press release said
yesierday. It said the Indian
Adrlines flight IC-723 from
Caleutia will grrive In the city
at 7-45 pm loday and IC-724
fromn Dhaks to Calcutta will
depart at 8:45 pm. Flights IC-
723 and IC-724 for tomorrow

The Dhaka Metropolitan
Police vesterdav asked people
not 40 keep consiruction ma-
terials and repair vehicles on
roads and footpaths. Legal ac-
tion will be taken against those
who were keeping construc-
materials and other things

doing motor repairing
on road side and foot-
paths, reports LUNB.

Two Sarbaharamen
held in Barisal

BARISAL, Apr 9: Police ar-
rested two members of the
outlawed Sarbahara Party from
village in Uzirpur thana
. reports UUNB.
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Hundreds hurt in Munshiganj: One killed 1n Barisal

Tornado claims 29 lives

A tornadoe Saturday evening

""dlluu-:hi;:uuj thstrict.

left hundreds of homes flattened in Louhajang thana of

— Star photo

By Staff Correspondent

. A dawn-lo-dusk hartal
called by major opposition po-
litical parties in live divisional

dyuarters pdmed nﬂ" peace-

* yesterday.

T!maq opposition parties
will enforce another dawmn-to-
dusk hartal throughout the
country today.

All modes of transport, ex-
cept rickshaws. rickshaw vans
and some autorickshaws, re-
mained off the roads in the

{ capital as well as in Chittagong,

Khulna, B.aﬂﬂ# and Ragﬁh-aiﬂ

Huu.t ;u-irate offices, shopo
and markets were closed dur-
ing the hartal hours. Banking
activities were poor and atten-
danee in sovernmem  oflices

Police maintain vigal
hours

was thin.

The Awami League (AL), the
dJatiya Party (JP] and the Ja-
maat-e-islami earlier "an-
nounced identical programmes
of a two-day hartal demanding
resignation of the government
and general elections under a
caretaker government.

The opposition parties'
hartal will be followed by ane-
ther two-day strike progra-
mme of the Sramik Karma-
chari Oikyo Parishad (SKOP)
beginning - tomorrew. - The
SKOUFP is demanding imple-
mentation of its agreements
with the government,

The Lell Democratic Front.
an alliince ol eight left-leaning

See Page 12 Col 4

By Staff Correspondent

The opposition political
parties have called a dawn-to-
dusk hartal throughout the
country today. while a 48-hour
shutdown called by the Sramik
Karmachari Oikya Parishad
(SKOP)] begins tomorrow,

The opposition called a day-
long strike yesterday at the
five divisional headquarters to
protest the price hike of
essentials and for general
elections under a caretaker
gon ernment;

The Lelt Democratic Frosnl
{LDF) has also called a coun-
Lryvwide hartal tomorrow coin-
ciding with the first dayv strike
programme of the SKOP,

See Page 12 Col 2
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" the city's Purana Paltan area during yesterday s hnrtal

— Star photo

No éovb-SK(T)P djalogue Fall of BNP gOVL.
yet to avert strike

By Staff Correspondent

There is little possibility of
any dialogue beiween the gov-
ernment andd the labour organ-
isations to avert the 48-hour
shutdown pregramme of the
Sramik Karmachari Oikkya
Parishad (SKOP) scheduled to
begin at 6 am Lomorrow.

Unlike previous occasions.
the government did not con:
tact the labour leaders for talks
on their demands for which

several accords were signed by
the two sides. the first in
June. 1992.

Organisers of the shutdown
say. they have not received any
government response (o their
Cull lur reselving their prob-
k‘um through dim

We dont see any prospect
lor such discussion since we
haven | ver received any invita
tions brosn the authorities.” Dr.
Wajedul Islam Khan. coordina-
tor of the SKOP. told The Daily
Star last night.

However SKOFP leaders met
LGRD Minister and BNP sec-
retary general Abdus Salam
Talukder on Thursday as part
of their programme to ex-
change views with different
political parties. and groups on
their demands and their pro-
posed strike programme.

‘We called on Barrister
Salam Talukder because he |s

thrnﬂp-'lym-j-‘:n
See Page 12 Col

Congress may split over Rao's budget

NEW DELHI. Apr 9. India's
fractious Congress Party faced
further trouble today after dis-
sident lcaders threalened to
challenge Prime Minister PV
Narasimtha Rao's budget in par-
liament. reports Reuter.

The rebels said that if their
move (0 make nine changes in
the budget was blocked by Rao,
they would step up a challenge
to Rao's leadership by pushing
ahead with plans to form a
separate party

Bul a cabinet minister close
toe Rao said there was ne

only a matter
of time : AL
By Staff Correspondent

Awanu League leaders at a
pest-harial rally in the city yes-
terdav said that the fall of the
BNP governmen! was now only
4 matter of thine.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia was now doing
what dictater Ershad had done
when his days in power were
numbered, the AL leaders told
the rally held in front ol the
party central office ol Banga-
bandhu Avenue.

AL central leader Mozzaffar
Hessain Paltu said that the
ministers were resigning one
after another and this would
lead to the fall of the BNFP gov-
ernment. The people would

!ﬂ: Plge 12 Col 3

vhance ol a split in India s old-
est political machine adding
that the Prime Minisier's posi-
tion had become invincible
within the Congress afier a re-
cent meeling of its senior
leaders

Rangarajan Kumaraman-

ndor rebel leader and a former
cabinel minister. told Reuters
he supported Kumaraman-
galam's move but declined to
say whether it was discussed at
a meeting of the Congress dis-
sidents on Friday

“The Congress is fully be-
hind the Prime Minister and
talks of a split are hot air.®
T S e

But the rebels said they had
34 Congress deputies backing
a move (o check Rao in par-
liament. they needed

By Staff Correspondent

Al least 29 people were
killed and more than 500 in-
jured as tornado and hailstorm
swept different parts of the
country Saturday night, ac-
cording to reports reaching
Dhaka.

Reports from Barisal and
Munshiganj say that several
thousand houses and standing
crops were damaged in the
tornado that lasted barely a few
minutes. Crops worth about Tk
one crore were damaged in
parts of Barisal, an estimate
satidd,

The worst alfected areas are
Louhajang and Sirajdikhan
thanas of Munshiganj district
where at least 26 people were
reportedly killed in the storm.

Of the victims, 18 were
killed in Louhajang, seven in
Sirajdikhan and one in Srina-
gar.

The tornado destroyed or
(damaged more than 3000
houses in the areas. Of those,
about 2000 were razed to the
ground. according Lo reports.

Our Dhaka Medical College
correspondent adds : Two of

See Page 12 Col 4

| Hartal in five div HQS Gmnttymde e | Khaleda visits
- passes off peacefully

tornado-hit
areas

MUNSHIGAN.]. Apr 9: Pri-
me Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia rushed v the tornado-hit
areas of the district this after-
noon o see lor herself the
condition of the people, re-
ports UNB.

She visited Monirank Bazar,
Paisa. Gaodia, Sangrambir,
Kolkata Bhogdia and Gholtali
Bazar and distributed relief
materials among the victims.

While walking about the
tornado-battered areas, the
Prime Minister talked to the
~ifecled people. and consoled
them. She distribuled huge re-
liel materials. including saree
lungi. shirt and babywear
among the vicums.

Local people. particularly

See Page 12 Col 3
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Seven-year-old Zaida stands alone at a Bombay shanty
Saturday after she was left behind when police made a

pre-
get~-Bangladeshi Muslims,
brother.

-

mn swoop and picked up several hundred alle-
including her mother and

— AFP photo

_'I_:k 1 889 cr sanctioned in 7 months
Tk 1044 cr industrial
loans disbursed

Star Report

Industrial credits worth Tk
1888.83 crore have been
sanctioned by the banks and
financial institutions during
the first seven months of the
current fiscal year.

According to Bangladesh
Bank figures. Tk 1043.77
crore has already been dis-
bursed against 5,157 project
loans during the duhrﬂ_l[-muarv
m = i

A recent Finance Minisir}'
review noted that a number of
commercial banks managed to
exceed their annualised target
ol sanctioning industrial loans
but the specialised hanks fell

far short of it. The review
terined the performance of the
specialised banks as
“frustrating”.

The sanctioned loans dur-
ing the period made up over
60 per cent of the target of in-
dustrial credit of Tk 3,110
crore set for 1994-95, up
more than 73 per cent from
last fiseal's target of Tk 1,795
ERER. - e R

The review nulf:d that dur-
ing the first six months of

1993-94. Tk 369 crore was |

disbursed in industrial loans as

“against sanctioning of Tk 500

See Page 12 Col 1

17888 Gulf war returnees

to get compensation

The United Nations Com-
pensation Commission (UNCC)
has so lar approved cases of
some 17.888 Bangladeshi
citizens repatriated from Iraq
and Kuwait during the Gulf War
in 1991. official sources said
yesterday.

The UNCC was established
by the Security Council's
Resolution No. 692 in 1991 to
review the compensation

,claims resulting from Iraq's in-

vasion and occupation of
Kuwait. Given the status of a
subsidiary organ of the UN
Security Council. the UNCC in
December 1993 began work
o1l resolving the claims under

By Reaz Ahmad
various categories,
Worldwide the Commission

has so lar approved 2.20.000
claims lor the victims ol lragi
aggression against Kuwait.
Talking on condition of
anonymity, a high ranking offi-
cial in the Ministry of Labour
and Manpower said that many
victims were yet to be com-
pensated because the money
was nol disbursed due to an
acute fund crisis in the UNCC.
He. however. expressed the
hope that at the first opportu-
nity during the next disburse-
meni. 68 Bangladeshis under
Categ®ry B would get their
compensations within two or

Prices rise on
first day

of hartal

By Staff Correspondent

City markets experienced a
rise in fish. meat and vegetable
prices yesterday. the first day
of the major Opposition par-
ties' two-day hartal to be fol-
lowed by another two-day
strike programme of the
SKOP.

Retailers in New Market,
Kawran Bazar and other city
markets said the four-day pro-
gramme may further push up
the prices of essentials.

The prices of most rice of
the calegories ol rice, how-
ever. remained unchanged in
the city markets. The price of
IRRI rice come down from Tk.
15 10 14.50.

just 14 deputies to block the
budget with the opposition's
help.

Their nine-point changes
include proposals to provide
foodgrain at half the market
price to 50 million of India's
poor and electricity subsidies
to farmers.

They have also demanded
an increase in the exemption
level in personal income tax to
60,000 rupees (2,000 dollars)
anpually and a government
commitment to plugh back

See Page 12 Col 1

three months from now.

As mahy as 62,352
Bangladeshi returnees [rom
Kuwait and Iraq sought com-
pensation at a rate of 4,000 US

-dollars per head through the

government during,
April 22 to May 7 in 1992 un-

der Category A, while 96 more
sought 8,000 US dollars each
ufider Category B during the
period.

Another 8,765 Bangladeshis
sought compensation ranging
from 8,001 to one lakh US
dollars under Category C.

The UNCC in its October
20, 1994 meeling approved

See Page 12 Col 7

The voters would have to
carry identity (ID) cards for
casting votes which will begin
at 7 in the mcn'nmg and con-
tinue till 2 pm without any
break. _

The Election Commission
(EC), however, could prepare

ID cards for about 66 thousand
voters out of the over 72
thousand.

Alternative arrangements

would be made for those who
were registered but were yet
to get ID cards, EC sources

- said.

The EC had held such
model polls in Dapunia union
under Mymensingh district on
April 30 last year. |

Four candidates, three of
them supported by the BNP,
Awami League and Jatiya Part]r
respectively, are vying for the
post of chairman, and 87 can-
didates are in the race for 21
posts of commissioner in

 seven wards.

Some 72 polling centres

Sould be set up for the elec-

tions, while 72 presiding offi-
See Page 12 Col 1

Hillary's visit to
have 'positive'
impact on ties

The recent visit to Bang-

ladesh by the United States

First Lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton went off "very well”
and this will have a "positive”
impact on the bilateral ties, a
Foreign Office spokesman said
yesterday, reporis BSS.

Asked at a briefing at the
Foreign Ministry, the spo-
kesman said President Bill
Clinton attaches a lot of impor-
tance to South Asia and the
visit by the First Lady to this
region reflected this attitude.

He said Bangladesh and the

A= Cvanveer BARR” occupied a

high - priority in the  South
Asian visit, and it is a well-
known flact that the success
story of the "Grameen Bank"
and the relentless efforts by
the people of this country in

See Page 12 Cal 6

Ctg mayor sued

_From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 9: The
Bureau of Anti-corruption to-
day filed a case against the
mayor of the Chittagong City
Corporation. ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhury. with Kotwali thana
on Charges ol reflunding the
fine money amounting to Taka
11.31.400 to a local company
and reinstating two re-
trenched employees.

The money deducted as fine
from the bill of Mahmud and
Company, a garbage clearing
contractor, was refunded by
the mayer while Sirajul Islam
Chowdhury, an upper division
assistant, Revenue Circle and
Parimal Kanti Chowdhury,
taxation officer, were rein-
stated despite their retrench-
ment after departmental cases
against them, police said.
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