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Letters of credit worth over
624 million US dollars for im-
port of nine essential items.
including rice, cement and
lertilizer, were opened during
first eight months of the cur-
rent fiscal, reports UNB.

According to Bangladesh
Bank data available yesterday.
LCs worth 174,601,971 dollars
were opened for importing a
total of 764,593 metric tons of
rice from July, 1994, to Febru-
ary '95.

Rice topped the list of the
selected commodities, reflect-
ing the huge domestic demand
of the staple food that faced a
production shortage at home
due to drought-like situation
during the last harvest.

It was followed by fertilizer
which also has a serious de-
mand during the current IRRI-
Boro cultivation period. LCs
worth dollar 95 691,051 were
nptned for importing

$ mtfm LCs for import
of essentials opened

1.174.539 tons of fertilizer
during the eight-month pe-
riod.

LCs for impeorting
1.595.819 tons of cement. also
facing a sudden price-hike in
recent days, amounted teo
90.022,947 dollars during the
period.

LCs for the import of rice,
fertilizer and cement ac-
counted for some 58 per cent
of the total LCs worth
624.747,180 dollars opened
for the nine commodities.

Other commanodities for whi-
ch LCs opened are: 424 825
tons of wheat (dollar
82.237.157). 222.080 tons of
BP Sheet (dollar 75.166,218).
210.466 tons of Sugar (dollar
66.195.786). 20.279 tons of
milk powder {dollar
33.,055.319), 22,830 tons of
pulses (dollar 7,639.751) and
1,595 1ons of chilly worth
136,980 dellars.

Nor'wester lashes d.lStS

From Page One

Bakalia slum area were also
damaged in the nor'wester,

Local Met ollice recorded
18 mm rainfall in the port city.

Two persons were Kkilled
and many others injured when
a severe nor wester hit parts of
Louhajang thana in Munshiganj
yesterday morning.

One person drowned in a
boat capsize in the Padma due
to the storm while another was
killed as a nor'wester lashed
sonw villages in the alternoon.

The S80I S lirst
nor wester also caused heavy
damage to dwelling houses and
standing crops.

Meanwhile. the capital and
its adjoining areas experienced
the first hailstorm ol the sea-
son yeslerday. The city
dwellers. after a prolonged
hotspell. took the afternoon
shower accompanied by hail as
a gn:at relief.

- A downpour lemmraril}r in-
undated some of the city
streets in Moltijheel, Shantina-
gar, Kakrail, Bijoynagar, Purana
Paltan. Khilgaon and some
areas in the old city. A rainfall
t:lf 39 mmim was recorded in the

The highfsl rfuut;m in the
country yeslerday was
recorded at Comilla-67 mm —
lollowed by 63mm at Teknaf.
Six mn raintall was recorded
at Sylhet and less than one
nun at Srimongal. Mymensin-
gh, Faridpur. Rajshahi, Ran-
gpur. Dinajpur. Khulna, Jess-
ore and Barisal also experie-
nced light raindall.

The Met oflice forecast Lhat
raiii or thundershower accom-
panied by temporary gusty and
squally wind with hail storm
are likely at a lew places over
Dhaka and Chittagong divisions

and one or two places over
Rajshahi. Khulna and Barisal
divisions during the next two
or three days. The Mel olfice
lorecast little change in wea-
ther in the subsequent two
tlavs.

When contacted, Deputy
Dircetor of the Storm Warning
Centre Sajedur Rahman said
the rainfall would be very ef-
lective for summer cultivation
and termed the rain a blessing
lor the standing crops.

He. however. said the hail-
storm might partially affect the

-flasma at Ghatail rally
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Awaini League to condole the
death  of college student
Atigue who was killed in police
firipng on March 15 during the
farmers' agitation for fertiliser
at the thana headquarters.

The Awami League chiel vis-
ited Atique's house at village
Ghuni. on her way to the
meeting venue. She walked
about one kilometre on a
kutcha . road leading to Lhe
house and conveved' her sym-

paihy o ithe bereaved mother
of Aligue.

Hasina told the meeting
that the fertiliser erisis was
the resubt ol “corruption and
politicisationr of the ruling
BNP. .
"Farmmers asked

for fer-
~tiliser. but - got bullet ... this
government has shed the

bloads ol Lirmwrs, workers and
students. <h¢ said and de-
manded the trial ol _Alique s

murder.

"We don't know whether
we will get any justice from
this dovernmment, or any trial of
aty killer.” Hasina said accus-
e the coveriunent ol block-
ine the 1rial of the kjllerﬁ ol
Bangnban iciha,

She called upon the pt‘ﬂ{ﬂc
to join the grand peasant rallv
in Dhaka on April 16 Lo inten-
silv the agitation flor the
ouster ol the BNP government .

(i her way to Ghatail, the
AL President also addressed
several wayside gatherings at
Gorai. Tangail bus terminal,
Elenga, Kalihati and Dubail.

Earlier. at the beginning of
her road journey te Ghatail,
Hasina visited some places of
Tongi Purashava, including
Baradewra, Mudafa, Sataish
hazar. Khartail and Gazipura,
and campaigned for the AL-
backed candidate in the April
|0 pourashava election.

Astami Snan ends
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 8: The
iraditional astami snan, the
holy bath of the Hindu com-
munity, at . about
20 km from the capital, ended
ionight amid due solemnity.

Thousands of Hindu devo-
tees [rom across the country as
well as frem India and Nepal
ook holy dip seeking divine
blessings.

For thousands of years,
Hindu devotees have been
taking this bath at this place
on the bank of the Oid
Brahmaputra under Narayan-
ganj distriet.

The devolees' took baths
reciting mantras at the thir-
iwen ghats along the one kilo-
metre bank of the river.

The auspicious time for

bathing began at 7:07 pm yes-
terday and ended at 8:40 pm

today.

4 killed, 25 hurt
in road accidents
By Statff Correspondent

Four persons were killed
and at least 25 others injured
in two road accidents vester
clay.

Our

Naravanganj corre-
spoident siavs. [wo persons
thicel o the spotl when a bus
collidod head-on with a Dhaka
boutiel truck at Mugrapara un-
der Sonargaon thana yesterday
TN,

Al least 20 passengers ol
the bus were injured.

The bus skidded ofl the
road and fell on a nine leevi
down low land.

One ol the deceased was
identified as Gobinda Das, 20,
The other victim was an un-
known male in his early
Iwenties.

The injured persons were
admitlied Lo ditlerent hospitals
in Dhaka and Narayanganj.

Meanwhile. our correspon-
dent at the Dhaka Medical Col
lede Hospital (DMCH) added
lhat two persons were killed
when o bus overturned near
the Kanchpur bridge on the
Dhak. Chittagong highway Fri-
day rigehi

Adhikari
From Page One

benefits lor all 1he three coun-
iries. cxperis loel.

The water sharing issue is
likely Lo be broached by Prime
Minister Man Mohan Adhikari
when he goes 1o New Delhi on
April 10 for a five-day visit.

New Delhi's clearance for

transit lacilities offered by
Bangladesh 1or Nepalese ex-
port= will  also  be on the

Nepuil on its part, seems 1o

In: acreeable to renewing the
Trealv of Peace and Friendship
Trealy of 1950 with India with
soime amendments.

Informed observers in both

| Dhaka and Kathmandu feel that

New Delhi will be able to gen-
erate both goodwill and eco-
nomic benefits if it positively
responds to Nepal's transit
problem and Dhaka's need for
water on priority basis.

"The biggest SAARC mem-
ber country will have to play a
leading role to be a role-model
in the region.” said a leading
Nepalese diplomat in Kath-

mandu yesterday.

N epal-Bangla joint communique

' E&thnhmdu. lslamahad Male
and Dluika,

The two leaders agreéed that
the recommendations of these
confc-rences deserve close at-
tention of the heads ol state or
government of SAARC member
countries when they meet in
New Delhi in May 1995.

The (two prime ministers
agreed that the signing of the
framework agreement on the
SAARC Preferential Tradinn
Arrangemient (SAPTA] ‘at the
seveuth summit in Dhaka was
an unportant cvent in the an-
nals ol the SAARC.

They underlined the impor-
tance of the SAARC member
states completing the neces-
sary - formalities to make the
SAPTA operational within the
stipulated timeframe, the
communique said.

The two prime ministers
took stock of the progress

" made in the implementation of
the integrated programme of
action under the SAARC.

. While noting that the areas
of cooperation had widened,
the two leaders felt that there
was an u t need for the

SAARC to take up programmes

that would bring further tangi-
ble benefits to the people of

South Asia.

They., the communique
said, reviewed the progress
made in the implementation of
the commitment undertaken
at the seventh meeting of the
heads of state or government
of the SAARC states to eradi-
cate poverty in the region
preferably by the year 2002.

The two leaders, it said, felt
that the SAARC countries
needed to take a holistic ap-

=

proach to the problem ol
poverly in the region.

The two prime ministers
agreed that the success of
poverty alleviation sirategies in
South Asia was crucial for the
success of the efforts to pro-
lect and environment
and 1o maintain ecological bal-
ance in the re

They. the communique
said, d on the relevance
of the Copenhagen declaration

to the national and regional
efforts to combat povertyv in
Sonith Asia.

The leaders also recalledl
the importance of Copenhagen
objectives of poverty alleviation
in developing countries
through internal measures
supported by assistance from
the developed countries.

In this regard. the com-
munique said, they stressed
the importance of special mea-
sures in favour of the least de-
veloped countries including a
speedy implementation of the
already agreed principle of
granting one per cent of their
GDP by developed countries to
the LDCs.

The two prime ministers
agreed that in the context of
continuing economic liberali-
sation, the private sector had
an important role to play in
the economic cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

They also agreed that the
private sector needed to be
further encouraged to ex-
change visits and hold discus-
sions to identify new areas of
cooperation and trade.

The two leaders. it said.
agreed to implement the deci-

sions of the eight meeting of
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the joini economic conimis-
sion and to hold the next
ineeting of the JEC in Dhaka in
the second half of this vear.
They also agreed Lhat Lhe
JEC should endeavour to iden-

tify new areas of coouperation
particularly joint venture pro-
jects., promotion of tourism
and scientific and educational
exchanges and cooperation.

The Prime Minister of
Bangladesh' thanked her
Nepalese counterpart, His
Majesty's government and
people of Nepal for the warm
welcome and hospitality ex-
tended to her and members of
her delegation.

The <communigque said
Prime Minister Adhikari ac-
cepted with thanks the kind
invitation extended to him by
Prime Minister Begum Zia to
visit Bangladesh at a mutually
convenient date. :

It said the Bangladesh
Prime Minister and the mem-
bers of her delegation were
accorded a warm welcome on

their arrival in Kathmandu. -

MOUs with two more
US companies to

generate power

Bangladesh yesterday sig-
ned memorandum of under-
standings (MOUs) with two
more US companies for the
generation of electricity in the
private sector. reports BSS.

The two companies, Solar
International and Oeccidental
Ventures Corperation., will set
up two power stations with a
capacity of generating 300 MW
each. About 550 million US
dollars (2200 crore taka) will
be invested in these two pro-
jects, according to an official
handout.

Nazrul Islam, Joint Secre-
tary, Ministry ol Energy and
Mineral Resources signed the
two agreements with the rep-
resentatives ol the two compa-
nies separately,

Believers tuking a dip in the old Brahmaputra at
Langalbandh in Narayangan) during Astami Snan, a

religious festival of the Hindu community.

The two-day lilth meeting
ol the SAARC Commiliee on
Economic Cooperation [CEC)
Lo promote economic coopera-
tion and relations among the
SAARC member countries be-
van 1 the cily yesterday. re
port= 13158

Coinmerce and Information
Miister M Shamsul Islam.,
whitle inaugurating the Com-
inerce Secretary level meet-
ing. underlined the need for
developing an integrated cus-
Loms system in import and ex-
port trade to increase eco-
nomic and trade cooperation
among SAARC countries.

He said economic coopera-
Ltion among the SAARC coun-
Iries could be further ex-
panded by removing the cus-
toms and other hindrances in
the trade sector.

The minister reiterated the
determination of the govern-
ment of Bangladesh in promot-
ing SAARC cooperation. He
said the government was

pledge-bound to consolidate a
stable economic system in this

area through free market pol-
Y.

Shamsul Islam referred to
the positive results of regional
economic and trade bodies in
other parts of the world and
said the SAPTA has no alterna-
live Lo ensuring an honourable
shiare for the region in world

The Aga Khan
- L
obtains divorce
The Aga Khan. head ol the
Ismaelian sect which numbers
15 million faithfuls worldwide,
has obtained the divorce which
he requested last September,
informed sources in the Lon-
don Ismaelian community said
Friday. reports AFP,
The divorce was pro-
nounced March 23 by a Swiss

court, the sources said, and
provided for the division of the

Aga Khan's fortune totalling 20

million pounds (32 million
dollars) and 32 million pounds
(48 million dollars) in jew-

ellery.
The Aga Khan asked his

lawyers September 30 to start
divorce proceedings against
his wife the Begum Salima Aga.
the former British model Sally
Crunker—puulc whom h: mar-

-
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people und
into a roadside d:tch on the Dhaka-Chittagong highway near Kanchpur Friday midmight,

killing two people.

— Star photo

trade,

The minister pleaded for
creating equal opportunities of
the open market system for all
to remove the existing trade
imbalances among the SAARC
member countries. He nar-
rated the facilities provided for
investment and other eco-
nomic reforms, undertaken by
the pgovernment. Commerce
Secretary M Asafuddowla was
unanimously elected Chairman
of the SAARC Committee on
Economic Cooperation (CEC).

Presided over by Asafud-
dowla, the inaugural function
was also addressed by Ashok K
Attri. a director ol the SAARC
Secrelariat.

Among others. Indian
Commerce Secretary Tejendra
Khanna, Nepalese Commerce
Secretary Bishwo Nath Sap-
kota, Sri Lankan External Tra-
de Secretary NVKK Waragoda,
Pakistan High Commissioner
in Bangladesh Karam Elahi and
First Secretary of Bhutanese
Embassy Daw Penjo led the
deleg.tinns of their respective
countries in the meeting.

Mother Teresa

From Page One

ceplion Lo be acecorded Lo her
by Rotary Buangludesh on April
20. :

Mother Teresa. who chami-
pioned the cause of humanity
throughout her life. is also
scheduled to visit the
Missionary of Charity Home in
Sylhet, one of the 17 such
homes run by her organisation
in Bangladesh.

Earlier, during a meeting
with the Nobel laureate mis-
stonary at her Calcutta resi-
clence on March 1, District
(iovernor of Rotary
International District 3280
Rin M Mosharral Hossain in-
vited her to visit Bangladesh.

Mosharral Hossain told The
Daily Star yesterday that they
were contacting the ollices of
the President and the Prime
Minister to make appoint-
ments for Mother Teresa with
them.

Mosharraf said that floating
hospital setup on a 110-feet
barge under the joint auspices
of Rotary France and Rotary
Bangladesh is funded by the
Rotary Foundation.

‘The floating hospital would
move [rom one place to an-
other in the country

k S

Indian SC stalls
construction of

power plant
near Taj Mahal

NEW DELHI. Apr 8: India's
Supreme Court has stalled the
construction of a
thermal power plant close to
the Taj Mahal because of fears
it could add 1o the pollution

damaging the 17th century
marble mauseoleum. reports
Heuter.

The Observer newspaper
said the Supreme Court had is-
sued notices om Friday to the
government of the neighbour-
ing Rajasthan state the
Petroleum Ministry. the Envi-
ronment Minisiry and ithe Pol-
lution Control Board. question-
g the project.

It quoted environmentalisd-
lawyer Mahesh Chander Me-
hta, who petitioned the court
against the multi-million dollar
project, as saying pollution
Irom the proposed Dhoplur
Power Station would also harm
a nearby crocodile farm

The Supreme Court last
year ordered the closure of
scores of factories near the Taj
Mahal in an effort to stave off
what environmentalists sav is
its imminent destruction.

Several government com-
mittees have probed various
aspects of the pollution affect-
ing the Taj Mahal.

World Bank
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mercome Lhe delays in impor-
g and exporting of goods.

According to the findings,
Customs lake 12 days. on an
average. to release imported
inputs of the exporters at the
port and airport. Customs also
take nine days, with a maxi-
mum 75 days. to give clear-
ance Lo an export shipment.

However, majority respon-
dents (57 per cent), specially
the exporters, thought that the
bhusiness climate was more
favourable now than what it
was five years back. Also 52
per cent said that day-to-day
consiraints faced in business
actlivilies have decreased.

Commenting on the survey,
Lthe World Bank memorandum,
o be presented at the Aid Club
meeting in Paris later this
month, says thal some gov-
ernment agencies have shown
slower progress in adopting to
the government's policy ol
economic liberalization.

The bank insists that the
vovernment should further
improve institutionalised me-
chanisms for formal consul-
fations with the private sector
Lo resolve major bureaucratic
impediments to their daily ac-
tivities.

On EPB and BOI, the World
Bank memo says notwithstand-
ing recent improvements. they
still remain ineffective in their
promot winal activities.

Hartal today

Frinn Page One

Today s hartal will be fol-
lowed by a nation-wide day-
long hartal tomorrow. while
the Sramik Karmachari Oikya
Parishad (SKOP). an umbrella
body of 18 labour organisa-
tions, has called a 48-hour
strike from Tuesday.

On the other hand, the Left
Democratic Front (LDF), an al-
liance of eight left-leaning po-
litical parties. has called a day-
long hartal throughout the
country on Tuesday, coinciding
with the first day shutdown
programme of the SKOP.

[n support of today’s hartal,
the Awami League brought out
a torch procession in the city,
while the Jatiya Party and the
Jamaat also brought out sepa-
rale processions.

Awami League chiel Sheikh

Hasina in & siatement yesier-
day called upon the people Lo
make today's and tomorrow s
hartals a success.

She also urged the people
to remain alert against the
government's “conspiracy to
confuse the people" about the

tion's on- agitation.

called for continuing the

agitation until the fall of the
ment.

The opposition will organ-
ise peasants-workers rallies in
the citv on April 16.
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police recover the body of one of the victims who died when this bus lell

— Star photo
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Foreign diplomats tour Kabul

KABUL. Apr 8: The United Nations on

took

diplomats frum several countries on a tour of the war

capital in an attempt to raise emergency funds to help rebuild
Kabul. Diplomats frem the US, Denmark. Britain, Norway,

Sweden. the Netherlands.

Japan and the European

Community, were shown a selection of aid projects and vis-
Med the worst hit parts of the capital. reports AP.

Benazir offers troops for Bosnia

WASHINGTON, Apr 5. Pakistani Prime Minister Benasir
Bhutio has offered "thousands™ of Pakistani treops for Bosnia
il the US decides to give arms to the Bosnian Muslims and
Lhe Europeans withdraw their troops from Bosnia as a result,
according to /S media reports. Bhutto made the offer to
Senator Bob Dole while praising his efforts to persuade the
US to break the UN embargo and arm the Bosnian Muslims.,

repuris FTL

22 more killed in

Kashmir violence

SRINAGAR. Apr 8. In re-
newed gunbatiles between sol-
diers and separatist guerillas
in sitrife-toern Kashmir. 22
people were killed on Satur-
day. a government official said.
reports AP

The [flighting came after
nearly 1wo mwonths of relative
calin in the state and appeared
1o be linked (o the federal gov-
ernment s plan 1o hold stale
ledislatiure elections soon in

Kashmir. the only Muslim ma
jority slate in the country.
More than 11 000 people
have bevn killi<l in five vears of
fighting Lotwoeen Indian gov-
ertpnent sobhiers and  the
guerithis. whao want indepen-

dence i the conmiiry s only
Mushii-imagority stale. -

The lederal government
dismissed 1l state povern-
nent several years ago, which
began the rise of the Muslim
insurrection,

On  Saturday. soldiers
searching for separatists in a
village near the bordér with
Pakistan faced a volley of gun-
shots from rebels hiding in
home- 1he government spo-
hesmial said.

In the exchange of fire.
sevell wilitams. including six
Alghan Mujahideen. were ki-

lled. said the spokesman in
Srimagar. the summer capital
of the state.

No soldier was killed in the
gunbattle in Naitnoosa village.
aboutl ‘M) kilometers (55 miles)

norihwest of Srinagar. the

spoke~iur said on condition
ol anony sty

Security of JU
female students
demanded

By JU Correspondent

Female students of the .la-
hangirmagar Universily vester-
day held a demonsiration de-

mlndint[ exemplary punish -
o a siudent who re-

portedly tried 10 abducl a girl
student at gun peint recently.

The demonstrators de-
manded security ol the female
students on the campus.

The JU authorities have
served the student concerned
with a showcause notice.

Froom Page One

rediiied s indicated by the
agriculiural experts. 1 added.

Merntioning the average re-
tail prices of urea from March
I to 15 it puinted out that in
Chittagong the price was Tk
310 to 360 per 50 kg bag. in
Comilla Tk 329 to 425. in
Dhaka Tk 190-363. Mymen-
singh Tk 340-392. Jamalpur
Tk 336-359, Rajshahi Tk 380,
Dinajpur Tk 365, Pabna Tk
352-414. Khulna Tk 377 and
in Barisal Tk 310-323. The ex-
Lictary price lor per 50 kg bag
wits 'k 188 aiil the maximum
retail prce was et al Tk 230.

According to o BCIC esti-
mate on April 2, the fertiliser
lactories have kept pending
private dealers orders for de-
livery of over three lakh tonnes
ol urea worth Tk 112 crore
from July till this month.

Bul during July-February of
this fiscal, the BCIC exported
4.34 lakh tonnes of urea as
against only 2.98 lakh tonnes
during the corresponding pe-
riod of the previous fiscal since
the international price of fer-
tiliser had gone up sharply.

The IFDC said that the BCIC
nettvd US dollars 100 or Tk
4000 per tone for their sales

Rice production shortfall

in the international market. By
exporting an excess of 1.36
lakh tonnes of urea, the BCIC
fetched home over 13 million
dollars as net profit.
However, the IFDC pointed
Closer inspection of the

mal—

possible effects of NaAVing a
possible one millilon tonne
shortfall in rice production
might also cause serious
doubts about the soundness of
the (BCIC's) decision (to ex-
port). It noted the possible
costs of importing rice at a
price of dollars 250 per tonne
would be 250 million dollars.

The basis of estimating the
loss of rice production is one
kg urea provided 7.5 kg yield
extra.

The IFDC bulletin further
said that the BCIC factories
sold 107,823 tonnes of urea
through the DCs and dealers in
the first fortnight of March.
The supply of urea during the
third and fourth weeks of
March was expected to have
gone down by 10000-12000
tonnes as two urea factories —
the Chittagong Urea Fertiliser
factory and the Jamuna Fer-
tiliser Factory — was shut
down for unscheduled me-
chanical problems. it said.

rBody to fix terms of references

for audit firms

Fintance Minister M. Saifur

Ralwian sind here yesterday
Lk the auditors could play an
itnportant role i establishing
disciphige o linancial instita-
Hotes i baniks, reports BSS,
Fhie Hcee minister was

exclhaneing views with the
representatives ol various audit
firms engaged in bank anditing
al ity Finanee Ministry s con-
rerence hall. Stale Minister for
Finanmce Advocale M Mujibur
Rahman. tormer Deputy Prime
Minister Jamaluddin Ahmed
and Secretary, banking divi-
sionn ATM Shamsul Huda were
present in the meeting.

The mmeeting constituted a

DU to celebrate
platinum jubilee
by June 30

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University au-
Lhorities are planning to cele-
brate the university's platinum
jubilee by June 30.

This was disclosed by Vice-
Chancellor  Profl Emajuddin
Ahmed, while addressing as
chief the annual grand

and Eid reunion pro-
gramme of the DU Alumni As-
sociation on Friday.

The Dhaka University en-
tres 75th year on July | this
year.
ey
ni asseciation, to the
platinum jubilee programme a
SUCCPSS

Presided over by associa-

| tion president National Profes-

sor Dr M Innas Ali. the grand
assembly was held at the audi-
tortum of the Teacher Stu

l dent Centre (TSC).

ten-mciber commille®e on
paranwcier lur reporting crite-
rin lw.ded by the secretary,
Batikitig Division. which will
fix 1erims ol reterences lor the
audit lirms to lacilitate their
functions. The 51 newly ap-
peinted audit lirms will go to
thw liekd for bank auditing alter
thie terins ol relerences are
fixed by the conunitiee,

He described the auditors
as watchdogs in a lree market
economy and said proper mon-
itoring and reporting by the
auditors were vitally imporiant
to lind oul the lapses and
shortcomings of various insti-
tutions like banks and remove
them.

4 All Party
leaders held
in Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ, Apr 8: Police
arrested four leaders of the lo-
cal All Party Committee for
Resisting Killers and Collabora-
tors of 1971 early this morn- :
ing on charge of arsoning the
bike of the officer-in-charge of
sadar thana, reports UNB.

The arrested Mohammad
Arju of the Chhaura Dal. Meo-
hammad Zinnah of the Jubo
Dal. Jahangir Alam of the
Awami League and the |ocal
correspondent of the Bhorer
Kago] Mohammad Helaluddin
were later released on bail

Police said the activists
during a procession in the
town against Golam Azam on
April 5 set fire to the bike

The OC was standing with
his police force near Dangap
atti square in the own when
the incident took place The
OC later filed a case In Lhis
connecton



