DHAKA SUNDAY,

APRIL 9, 1995

8 Hardly a sen-

tence goes by wi-
thout Tony Tuc-

l“ ker talking about
liis dedication to

the Lord and wanting to be a
good role model for children,
reports Reuter.

Bat Tucker, who will fight
Bruee Seldon for the vacant
Werld Boxing Asseciation
(WBA) heavyweight title on
Saturday, wants it understood
that just because he is a God.
fearing man he will not be a
wimp in the scheduled 12-
round bout.

“In all things | do, | involve
Jesus in it." Tucker says. "'
gonna knock him out in Jesus'

Tucker is a 2-1 [avourite to
win the litle that became va-
cant when the WBA stripped
George Foreman because he
refused to fight Tucker, -its
number-one contender. Seldon
is the WBA's number-two con-
tender,

"It's already been prnphf:—
sised that I'm gonna win this
title and after | win the title
and make a name for myself
I'm gonna take it to the min-
istry because kids now look at
athletes as heroes,” said
Tucker, who holds the record
for the shortest reign as a
heavy weight champion.

He stopped James "Buster”
Douglas in the 10th round in
May 30. 1987 to win the In-
ternational Boxing Federation
title, but | lost it to Tyson.

"I'm using this as a stepping
stone for me to get my name
out there so | can bring more
people to Christ. that's my
whole goal right now.” Tucker
said earlier this week.

Tucker (52-2) was asked if
that meant that he thought
former heavyweight champion
Mike Tyson, just released from

was a negative role model.

"No. no. no." sald Tucker.
"He spent his tune in prison ...
| think he may have came out
more mature. He says he's a
Muslim so he got seme reli-
gion, some spiritualisim. Maybe
that will make him a better
person.” Tucker said.

"But Tyson being the person
he is, the fighter he is, he's
good for boxing and especially
good for heavyweight boxing.
Everybody in the heavyweight
title picture is looking forward
to fighting Tyson because
Tyson brings bigger gates,

Greece the
favourites

MONACO, Apr 8: Greece is a
strong candidate to replace
Mexico as the venue for the
1997 World Athletics Champi-
onships, International Amateur
Athletic Federation [(IAAF)
President Primo Nebioclo said
on Friday, reports Reuter.

An [AAF statement said
Nebiolo, who is in Athens for
the World Marathon Cup, had
praised Greece and called the
country "a very strong candi-
date" to replace Mexico, which
pulled out of hosting the
championships because of its
severe financial crisis.

But the IAAF statement said
Nebiolo had also spoken of the
great interest from other na-
tions, including Finland, Spain
and India, in staging the
championships. A bid is also
expected from the United
States.

The IAAF will decide at a
meeting in Gothenburg, Swe-
den, on May 21 and 22 where
the 1997 championships will
be held.

- who

Tucker's moment of truth

LAS VEGAS. Apr  three years in prison for rape, mm&yandmepuh&:

ity.” Tucker said.

'l look forward to fighting
Tyson because 1 fought Tyson
in a 12-round decision (1987)
and | enly had one hand at thé
time | fought him." Tucker
saic.

"Two days before the fight.
my hand was broke and | did
relatively good, 1 didn't get
hurt in the fight. By me win-
ning this title | get a chance to
redeem myself to fight Tyson a
second time,” said Tucker,
whose only other loss was to
Lennox Lewis in a dismal per-
formance by both fighters in
May, 1993,

In 1992, Tucker bet Oliver
McCall, who stopped Lewis last
September to win the World
Boxing Council ch nship.

McCall is in the Tyson
heavyweight lottery too, fight-
ing former champion Larry
Holmes on the same card on
Saturday.

Seldon, 28, almost quit
after losing to Riddick Bowe iry’
1991, but his managers con-
vinced him to keep going, said
Seldon, an excellent athlete,
turned to boxing in
prison, where he spent four
years for robbery from 15-19
years old.

The soft-spoken Seldun
(31-3) says being a parent and
getting away from Atlantic city
helped him mature.

"Being a young, black, single
athlete in Atlantic city it was
fun to hang our and go to the
clubs and party all night long
and what not ... just live the life
of a cool guy.”

"But I'm almost a married
man now, I'm a family man
now. | have my three children,
two | live with,"” said Seldon,

who says that Tucker, is a

crafty fighter but he is ageing
and his "legs ain't got it any
more."

Murdoch reveals his plan |

SYDNEY. Apr 8:

Media magnate Ru-

pert Murdoch's
News Limited gr-
oup Tuesday rele-
ased plans lor an

international rugby league su-
per league competition that
will initially involve teams from
Britain, Ausiralia and New
Zealand. reporis AP.

Ken Cowley. the chief exec-
utive of News Corporation’s
Australian arm, announced at a
news conference that the four
top teams [rom Britain would
play the top lour teams from
an Australia-New Zealand lea-
gue in a World Club tourna-
ment.

Cowley said 12 Lcams would
compete in a new British
Summer super league with fi-
nancial benefits flowing to the

Martinez, Sabatini

1N SCImMIS

AMMELIA ISLAND, Florida,
Apr 8: Top seed Conchita Mar-
tinez ol Spain survived a tough
first set Friday before cruising
into the semilfinals of the
Bausch and Lomb champi-
onships with a 7-5. 6-0 victory
over fifth seed Amanda Coetzer
of South Africa, reports Reuter.

Second seed Gahriela Saba-
tini routed Sixth-seeded fellow
Argentine Ines Gorrachetegui
6-0. 6-3 in another gquarter-fi-
nal.

In Saturday's semifinils. fo-
urth-ranked Wimbledon cham-
pion Martinez will play third
seed Magdalena Maleeva of Bu-
Igaria in a rematch of last
week's Hilton Head [inal, won
easily by the Spaniard.

Maleeva brushed aside Lau-
rence Courtois of Belgium 6-2,
6-2 to earn her second con-

remaining 20 British profes-
sional teams.

He said English Rugby
League chairman Maurice
Lindsay would work with News
Corporation to expand rugby
league beyond Britain and
France into the rest of Europe

and that it was also hoped to
launch the sport professionally
in South Africa.

The super league is planned
to start in 1997, but could be
brought forward if News Lim-
ited's current battle with the

Australian Rugby League (ARL)
continues.

Cowley said super league of-
ficials had reached agreement
with authorities in Britain and
New Zealand for international
matches against the breakaway
Australian Super League play-
ers.

"It will enable us to not only
internationalize the game, but
we will be playing highly-com-
petitive representative foot-
ball," Cowley said.

"Our players will be able to
test their skills against the
best players from England and
New Zealand and fans will
continue to enjoy international
football.”

Cowley said News Limited
planned to spend US dirs 75
million on promoting the Su-
per League in Australia. New
Zealand and Britain over the
next five years.

Cowley's announcement
throws into doubt the future of
the Centenary World Cup to be
held in Britain in October.

Murdoch's companies have
been embroiled in a multi mil-
lion dollar bidding war with
the ARL. backed by Murdoch's
rival Kerry Packer, for control
of the 8B-year-old Australian

competition,

Murdoch sees rugby league
as the cornerstone of his plan
to launch a pay television net-
work in Australia and also
wants to televise games on his
international stations, includ-
ing Star-TV in Asia and BSkyB
in Britain.

There is widespread dissat-
isfaction with the ARL's cur-
rent 20-teamn Winfield Cup
competition because it has
several weak teams. Leading
clubs draw crowds of over
20,000, while smaller teams
struggle to attract crowds one-
fifth of that size.

Stronger clubs liké the'
Brisbane Broncos and Canberra

Raiders have said they plan to
switch to the Super League
and Murdoch has signed 120
leading players for the new
competition.

Murdoch's group was given
a boost earlier Thursday when
Australian scrum-half Ricky
Stuart decided to stick with
the rebel league after rejecting
a counter offer from ARL offi-
cials. The ARL also backed
down from its threat to kick
Canberra, Cronulla-Sutherland
and the Sydney Bulldogs out of
the 1995 competition.

ARL president Ken Arthur-
son said fans of those clubs
should not be punished by the
actions of officials.

Rugby league is followed
passionately in many parts of
Australia, is the most popular
sport in the states of Queens-
land and New South Wales and

is growing in popularity in |

New Zealand.

It is a 13-man professional
sport with different rules to
rugby union, which is played by
15 players per team and is
nominally amateur.

—

|

- Colin L.-l.ri:ln Thnmlnn a

Del Norte High School sopho-
more honours student, was
pronounced dead Wednesday
at University Hospital in this
southwestern US city.

Albuquerque Public Schools
spokesman Rick Murray said
the vaulter had made five suc-
cessful practice vaults during
warmups at La Cueva High
School on Tuesday before the
fatal sixth attempt. ~

He never regained con-
sciousness, his parents said
Thursday night. His heart, liver
and kidneys all quickly found
transplant recipients.

"To know that his life al-
ready has saved four other
people's lives — it's a perfect
metaphor to me for who he
was,” said his father Robert
Thomson.

His death was the 10th .

pole-vaulting fatality in the
United States since 1983, ac-
cording to Frank Kavaleski,
who keeps statistics for the
National High School Sports
Federation.

Larkin-Thomson practiced

_at La Cueva High because Del

Norte has no pole vault coach.
La Cueva pole vault coach Ge-
orge Provolt said Larkin-
Thomson fell backward off the
back of the mat and struck his
head on the rubber part of the
runway. The crossbar was not
in place during the final vault.

The boy's best vault ever
had been 12 feet, said his un-
cle, Greg Thomson.

Larkin-Thomson had won
the city's freshman champi-
onship last spring. He also had
been on the swimming, foot-
ball and wrestling teams in the
past two years.

Besides his parents he is
survived by his 7-year-old
brother, David.

Muster meets
Costa in final

LISBON., Apr 8: Third-
seeded Austrian Thomas Mus-
ter ousted ish veteran
Emilio Sanchez 6-2, 6-4
Saturday in the dirs 575,000
Estoril Open and will face
Sanchez's unseeded compa-
triot Alberto Costa in Sunday's
final, reports AP.

Costa, who upset second-
seed Ukrainian Andrei Medv-
edev in Friday's quarterfinals,
smashed France's Fabrice.

_Santoro 6-1, 6-0 in Saturday's

other match.

Spain's rising star, Costa is
ranked 58th in the ATP list-
ings and was Junior
Champion in 1993. He made
swift work of Santoro, dis-
patching the Frenchman
ranked 5Ist in the world. in
just 56 minutes.

Muster, 17th in the ATP
listings, slugged it out against
the 29-year-old Sanchez for
one hour and nine minutes
under blazing sun on the cen-
ter court of the National

Stadium between Lisbon and
the Rivera resort of Estoril.

It was the 27-year-old
Austrian’s first ever win against
Sanchez on clay, although
Muster beat the Spaniard once
in five sets on a slower surface
in a 1990 Davis Cup meet.

Seeded players have fared
badly in this year's fifth Estoril
Open.

Favourite Alberto Berasate-
gui of Spain bowed out in the
first round against unseeded
local hero Nuno Marques, as
did last year's winner and
eighth seed, Spaniard Carlos
Costa, who lost to American
Bryan Shelton.

All other bar

seeds

- American Oliver MeCall (LJ, the WBC haavywmght champion, casts a challenm look at

Larry Holmes on Aprll 7 during the wmgh—m for their tltle bout at Caesars Palace in Las

Vegaa today.

— AFP/UNB phutﬂ

History beckons Holmes

- LAS VEGAS, Apr

8: It could be four
and out for 45-
| year-old Larry

' Holmes.

it will be four tu
go for 32- year-nld Julio Cesar
Chavez.

They will fight on a card of
five World Championships Sat-
urday night at Caesars Palace
hotel-casino. One of the spec-
tators is expected to be Mike

Tyson, the former undisputed

heavyweight champin, reports
AP.

Holmes will challenge Oli-
ver McCall for the WBC heavy-
weight title. It will be Holmes'
fourth title bid since he lost
the IBF championship to
Michael Spinks on Sept 21,
1985.

"If I lose this fight, I'll quit
right away." said Holmes, who
could become the second-old-
est heavyweight champion.

George Foreman. who tur-
ned 46 Jan 10, became the
oldest when he knocked out
Michael Moorer in the 10th
round last Nov 5 — two days
after Holmes' 45th birthday.

Chavez will be fighting for
the 96th time and in his 32nd
World Championship match
when he defends the WBC su-
per lightweight title against

Giuvmmi Parisi of Italy.
"One hundred fights and I

will stop," said the ﬂhampiuﬂ ;

from Mexico.
His record is 93-1-1 with
80 knockouts and he also has

-held pieces of the junior

lightweight and lightweight ti-
tles.

In the other three matches,
Tony Tucker and Bruce Seldon
will fight for the vacant WBA
heavyweight title; Felix Tri-
nidad will defend the IBF wel-
terweight title against Roger
Turner, and Luis Santana will
defend the WBC super welter-
welght title against Terry No-
ITis.

=~ The Santana-Norris bout is

to start about 4:30 pm local
time (2330 GMT), followed by
the rest of the card, which is
on pay-per-view television in
the United States, to begin
about 6:20 pm (0120 GMT
Sunday).

On Friday, Holmes weighed
in at 236 pounds (106 kile-
grams), McCall at 231 pounds
(104 kilograms), Tucker at
243 pounds (109 kilograms)
and Seldon 236 pounds (106
kilograms).

The 29-year-old McCall and
the winner of the Tucker-Sel-
don match would be in line for

a lucrative fight against Tyson.

Ethloplans enraged |

] aled b B

ADDIS ABABA,
Apr 8: Athletes
demonstrated
outside the Prime
Minister's office.
demanding the
dismissal of senior sports
officials and warning that the
country might not be repre-
sented in future international
meets due to mismanagement.
it was reported Saturday, re-
ports AF.

The warning was sounded
by track stars Friday during a
demonstration by an estimated
B00 athletes. said the stale-

controlled Ethiopian radio.
Prime Minister Tamrat

Lavne proinised the govern-
ment would "take all the nec-
essary measures”’ Lo solve the
problems facing athletes.

The athletes said their "ill-
treatment and mismanage-
ment by the National Athletic
Federation and officials of the
Sports and Culture Ministry,”
caused recent poor perfor-
mance, the radio said.

Among the demonstrators
was Derartu Tulu, the 10.000-
metre Olympic champion, who
won the women's title at the
World Cross Country Cham-

P o L

oy ——

Tulu told journalists there
would be no Ethiopian athletes
in international meets "unless
the government took urgent
action against incompetent
and corrupt officials,” in the
ministry.

Sports olficials have come
under severe criticism for
bungled travel arrangements
when the team went to
Durham. The runners were
forced to spend a night in
Athens withoul money or con-
firmed onward airline tickets.
They also had to take a public
bus from London to Durham.

The fiasco was blamed for
the poor performance by the
normally strong team.

Angered by the fiasco,

Tesfaye Fichala. a junior minis-

ter for Sports and Culture,
dismissed the entire executive
of the National Athletics
Federation March 28.

A day later, Leule-Selassie
Timamo, Culture and Sports
Minister, acted without
authority and reinstated the
committee. But on Friday, the
athletes supported Tesfaye.

"We support the measures
taken by the vice minister,”

=

All three are promoted by Don
,King as is Tyson.

McCall,
sparring partner, went shop-
ping with the former cham-
pion last week at Caesars, and
said Tyson told him, "Be sure
you beat Larry and we can

 make a lot of money.”

McCall played a role in
Tyson's shocking 10th-round
knockout loss to James "Bus-
ter" Douglas on Feb 11, 1990.
Douglas got the fight after he
outpointed Mcﬂa]l on July 21,
1989.

The Holmes fight will be
McCall's first defense of the ti-
tle he won on an upset second-
round knockout of Lennox
Lewis last Sept 24 at Wembiey,

‘England.

Holmes and Tucker were
fight victims of Tyson.

Tyson, released from prison
March 25, is expected to have
a couple of tuneup, bouts be-
fore challenging for a title.

In Holmes first title bid, he
outpointed Ken Norton and
won the WBC championship

June 9, 1978.
—=Holmes remained a cham-
pion until he lost to Spinks in
1985. Holmes also lost a dis-
puted split decision to Spinks
in their rematch April 19,
1986.

In his most recent bout, for

_the undisputed title, Holmes
on June 19, 1992.

won the IBF title by stopping
Douglas in the 10th round May
30, 1987. In a bid for the
undisputed championship, he
was outpointed by Tyson on
Aug 1, 1987.

Tucker challenged Lewis
for the WBC title May 8, 1993,
and lost a decision.

. This will be the first world
title fight for the 28-year-old
Seldon. who though about quit-
ting after consecutive losses in
1991. He was stopped by Mc-
Call in the ninth round April
18, and was knocked out by
Riddick Bowe, now the WBO
champion, Aug 9.

-—The WBA title became va-
cant when the organization
withdrew championship re-
cognition from Foreman for
failing to agree to a mandatory
defence against the top-ranked
Tucker. Foreman will defend
the IBF title against Axel Sc-
hulz of Germany on April 22 at
the MGM Grand in Las Vegas.

After Santana-Norris, the
Trinidad-Brown fight will open
the card and will be followed
by Chavez-Parisi, Tucker-Sel-
don and McCall-Holmes, which

a former Tyson

yutpointed by Evander,
The" 35<year-old Tucker’

The Dily Star 11

final in Asian
badminton

BEIJING, Apr 8: Unseeded
Yao Yan of China burst into the
limelight by beating top seed
Bang Soo-Hyun of South Korea
in the women's semifinals of
the Asian badminton champi-
onships in Beijing on Thurs-
day. reports Reuter.

The surprise win by the 21
year-old from south western
Guangxi province ensured an

all-Chinese final for the wo-
men with her confident 5-11,

11-7, 11-3 victory in front of
an ecstatic home crowd.

Yan will face compatriot Ye
Zhaoying in the final on Satur-
day. Number-three seed Ye
beat 19-year old Wang Chen of
China 11-4, 4-11, 11-7.

In the men's s semifi-
nals, a disciplines defence by
seventh-seeded Park Sung-
Woo of South Korea overcame a
fierce attack by China's Dong
Jiong.

Sixth-seed Dong's powerful
smashes became increasingly

FerTatic despite enthusiastic

support from the Beijing cro-
wd and Park won 18-16, 15-
12.

Park, who sent Indonesia’s
Olympic champion and top
seed Allan Budi Kusuma cra-
shing out of the quarter-finals
on Thursday, will face fifth-
seeded Sun Jun of China in the
finals.

Sun beat compatriot Ge

| Cheng 15-7. 15-6.

Second-seeded Cheah Soon:
Kit and Yap Kim Hock of
Malaysia powered their way to
a 15-6, 15-8 victory over In-
donesia's Chandra Wijaya and
Ade Sutrisna in the men's dou-

bles semifinals.
The match ended the title

hopes of the inexperienced
Indonesian team weakened by
a decision to keep top players
at home in preparation for
May's World C ships.

Officials of other teams said
Indonesia could have domi-
nated the tournament if their
top players, now for
May's world championship,
had taken part.

Price for a
place in
record books

AUGUSTA., Apr 8: Ben
Hogan can rest easy. His dis-
tinction as the only person to
win three straight major tour-
naments in the modern era
appears safe, reports AP.

Nick Price entered the US
Masters 'onf THursday" looking
to join Hogan as the only man
to win three majors in a row
since the Augusta tournament
became part of golfing's Grand
Slam in 1934. By the time he
finished the first round, an
ugly 4-over-par 76 capped off
by a double bogey on No, 1F
he was brushing off reporters
the ultimate sign of frustration
for one of the most gentle-

manly of golfers.

Price signed his scorecard
and hurried to the clubhouse,
throwing up his hands when

someone commented it must
have been a frustrating day.
“The score shows. doesn't
it," the two-time PGA el}fﬂ of
the year said tartly. knowing
he was eight shots behind co-
leaders Jose Maria Olazabal,
Phil Mickelson and _ David
Frost.
~ Price retreated to the quiet
of the locker room, holing up
in a corner to toke on a ci-
garette. "I'm not talking to
anybody today.” he said when
approached again

And to thjnk.‘thii was the

same Nick Price who patiently
answered question after ques-
tion after squandering a seemi-

t
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