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Reglonal Causes

As chairperson of the South Asian Association

for Regional Co-operation (SAARC), Prime Minis-
ter Khaleda Zia's visit to Nepal has been specially
significant. The two countries witnessed popular
and peaceful democratic surges against autocracy
and monarchy respectively almost at the same
time. While we have been able to throw out autoc-
racy. the Nepalese people have made a sort of
constitutional arrangement for democracy and
monarchy to co-exist. In that arrangement Nepal
is working as a political laboratory where
experiments with the two systems are sh
results. Democracy is demonstrating a kind of
vibrancy in Nepal, based on a manifest spirit of
national reconciliation.
' So Prime Minister Khaleda Zia has been to a
country that has grown in confidence during the
past four years and is ready now to reach out to
the world around. The country's new leadership
did not take time to mention where both nations
have common interests and hold similar views.
Their identical views have been focused on the
need for strengthening SAARC as a regional body
eager to work with ASEAN and EU. The issues
‘that came to the fore are environment, water,
.trade and transit facilities. As a land-locked coun-
" try. Nepal should naturally consider its transit via
India and Bangladesh as vitally important.

India and Nepal recognise the value of jaint
efforts in the management of the Himalayan water
resources. Nepal and Bangladesh also think that
there should be trilateral cooperation to harness
the common rivers to their maximum collective
‘benetit.

Bangladesh has offered transit facllity at
‘Mongla Port to Nepal but unless India co-oper-
ates, Nepal cannot use the facility. Similarly as an
upper riparian country Nepal may extend some
facility to augment water flows into the common
rivers of the three countries. This will help us
receive an increased share of water during the
dry season. If India does not take part in the deal,
it will be incomplete.

All the three countries need to cooperate in
the field of environment to enjoy nature's
bounties.: Thus by the dictates of geography and
hydrology., India, Bangladesh and Nepal are

required to cooperate for the bettermt:nt of the .

lot of their peoples.

‘Banks' Credibility
_ Althnugh financial sector reform is an unfin-
-ished agenda with the government, Finance Min-
. ister Saifur Rahman breathed some fresh air into
it on Thursday in a meeting with top functionar-
ies of public’ and ate sector banks. The re-
freshing nature of his' exposition lay in the fact
that he did not seemingly forget to be self-analyt-
ical while subjecting others to criticism on
ds of biased conduct of business to favour
and-picked few. .

He does not exclude the gnvcmmcnt from fo-
cus when he says that the banking system should
notbnlxsedtuamistpaxﬁcularmtorsnrintmst
groups. Saifur Rahman suggests very rightly that

the NCBs should be allowed to. be operated
_strictly on commercial basis. shorn of any inter-
ference by the guvemmcnt in their decision-

Er the ntc sector banks of local or col-
Iaborative orlgin the tendency towards concen-
tration of owmership or. monopoly control of a
single group or family of share-holders needs
checkmating to ward off favuurltism in their op-
erations.
 These are very importan ameters of

the Finance Minlatcr has elineated to be
dressed in earnest to re-orient the banking sys-
tem towards serving the depositors, step up
national productivity and strengthening the pro-
~cess of financial and monetary discipline in the
economy. Default culture is detrimental to the

economy in several ways. It means a breach of
trust with the depositors on whose money the
banks thrive and prosper. It is like robbing Paul

to pay Peter as well as cutting the root of a tree

tgrched on. Many private banks have
ﬁn red through bad business lately, so
at people have
any new

startcd Bj"ﬂh’ﬁ
to. this spirit

ropo
partic Elar
Furthermore, a credibility gap has developed
between some multilateral banking institutions
- which have traditionally supported the lending
operations of our s sed ial institutions
because of the latter's poor track record on loan
- recoveries. -

- - The banks' role as a conduit of favour distribu-
tion needs to be a closed chapter. -

Poisoned Delicacy

"It is bone-chilling to know that DDT with

~ which we s uur backyards the other day
to stave o m:lcc in:})l;rccd F£“db£cg mtli;

tinely gulped down eaters o ied fish wi

their morsels of food. men

-+ . Dried fish, a delicacy, which is relished

by so many people in the coun

out to be ered with DDT as a preservative

~ against bacterias that threaten to infest any dead

- munm. A vernacular daily reported this the

The white flakes on the dead bodies of
thl: ﬂsh 80

off unsuspectingly as some
scar¥ t its look at least; but one wonders why
act a

with suspicion
is rather a loss
of enterprise.

ess detergent. 'l'hcrc was nothing

bout the lethal poisonous mix took so

ong a time to be uncovered and made public,

wh:n all that was needed to drop the bombshell
test. And if the’
itmcalluuslykc secret, it is a_

was a sim
knowledge

“much greater offence on the

le laboratory
of the authori-

ties concerned for their sheer dereliction of duty

than the one committed those who
had kept poisoning the fish with D

This item has also had an rt market
where, we believe, the traders could not have

gone scot free about the DDT with screening
abroad. Some other 'preservative’ must have been
used in the export consignments. If this is true
_then it rebounds as an additional outrage that
hundreds of thousands of our compatriots in the
country ate the poisonous food.

We suggest remedial measures. First, all
the DDT-contaminated fish must be banned from
the market. Sec dﬂed fish should be re-
leased to the market after irradiation which is
calculated to add only a few taka more to the
price.

‘brings demoralisation,

, has been found

. stunned silence. and

T HE modern nation sta-
e was born in Europe.
Spain and England quickly
lollowed her and by early 19th
century the nalion state came
1o be accepted as the norm
throughout the world. Quite
apart from the conflicts and
wars beiween nation states

which were fought with great -

zeal. barriers against foreign

titizens were erected bv them
at the borders and (1w sysiem

of passports and visas hecame
an universal practice. Other
resirictions on account of
health and security were later
introduced.

A visilor Lo a foreign coun-
try these days gets the feeling,
after stepping on a foreign soil,
thal he is eyed with suspicion
by his grudging hosts as a po-
lential dangerous ecriminal.
smuggler. terrorist or carrier
ol exotic and loathsome dis-
e : e :
prove. oiherwise The ortas ol
prool aboutl ones innocence
rests on the luckless traveller.
It is an irony in these days of
easy and comioriable air travel
that at the end of a pleasant
journey a traveller stands in a
long line of passengers and
faces grim-looking men and
women who search their long
and compulerized lists to en-
sure that all the undesirable
elements are prevented from
entering their country. Even
the most blameless of souls

heaves a sigh of relief when
the

r woman behind the
counter gtum; His travel doc-
uments and nods him to pass
the awe-inspiring line symbol-

izing legal entry into the
country.
Al Lhis has however

changed for seven European
states beginning from 26
March, 1995. From this day
onwards seven members of the
European Union — France,
Germany, Belgium, the
Netherlands, Luxembourg,
Spain and Portugal — lifted na-
tional controls on their com-
mon borders.

Nine European Union coun-
tries committed themselves,
ten years ago: to abolishing in-
ternal border checks at the
town of Schengen. where the

borders of Germany. France
and Luxembourg converge.
Despite the loi

wail of ten

France was the piloneer.

A World without Borders : Western

> _Europe Takes a Giant Stride

Frmﬁﬂﬂmh, 1995 mmm;mim Union — France, Germany,
Belgium, :hNdmmmmww—meMmm
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years the process of lifting
border conirols has not been
easy In lact. Britain. Ireland
and Denmark still refuse to
take part in the arrangement.
These three countries are not
yel prepared Lo permit people
Lo move across national bor-
ders as freely a® goods. ser-
vices and capital. It should be
noted. however, that the
Trealy of Rome. the Union's
founding (reaty, guarantees
Lhese four reedoms. Nationals

ol the seven countries can now
iravel arress common stale

boundaries withoul passports.
These countries will now abol-
ish their border check posts.
However. while border con-
trols have been abolished
within the Schengen group of

countries, external controls
will be reinforced inst ille-
gal immigration a interna-

tional crime. In fact. people
from non-EU countries will
probably face stricter controls.
Asians and Africans are not go-
ing to have an easier time.

Viewed in the context of all
the radicAl measures tpowards
integration already taken by
the European Union countries
in recent years, fhis is not a
spectacular change. Yet the
significance of the step cannot
be under-estimated. It marks
the reversal of a policy that, for

. almost two hundred years, was

accepled as most natural. To
keep the cltizens of other na-
Lion states away was consid-
ered not only a matter of right
but almost of virtue.

During the Cold War days
the trénd was for tighter and
stricter controls. The increase
in the incidence of terrorist
attacks. across international
borders heightened the secu-

rity concerns of governments

and added to the sense of hos-

tility and distrust bordering on

paranoia towards fo .
This was not however the

. sha

situation in the olden days
Kingdoms and Empires osually
cut across tribal, cultural, lin-
guistic and even identifiable
national boundaries. The
Ottoman Empire, for exampie,
was a polyglot state in which
peoples of different

race and culture had equal Ill
tus. Kemal Ataturk ended the
Caliphate and established a
Turkish national state.in the

-

iind@e of the European nation -

bringing international tourism
within the realms of possibility
for many millions. The growth
of international irade. im-

provements in telecommunica-
lions and the linking of the

world's media through satellite
also contributed to strengthen-
ing this trend towards global
integration.

Thus we see these t(wo
contradictoty trends compet-
ing for ascendancy throughout

ON THE RECORD

by Shah AM S Kibria

states. The Moghul Empire in
India was a multi-national state
in which the immigrant
Moghuls, perhaps, were a
dominant element but most
other groups lived side by side
without any conscious aware-
ness about their “national iden-
tity and national interests”.
During this century these have
become sacred words and for
many no moral price was too

great to be paid in the pursuit

- of narrow national interests. A

whole new set of value systems
have grown around the con-
cept of nation states.

While the trend towards
ever-increasing controls at the

state borders was getiing
stronger, a parallel trend was
also gathering momentum.
This was the dramatic growth

in imternational tourism. The
desire to‘travel and see the *

world is ingrained tn human
nature and has driven men and
womern across -mountiains,
deserts, dense jungles and un-
charted oceans. Technological
developments in air travel over
the pasiL quarter century have
reduced costs, thus

the
sirength of the exclusive na-

tion state is diminishing while
the common humanity of the

the world. In Europe

cilities to all others who do not
belong to their exclusive club.

The trend towards the
weakening of the grip of the
nation state is however unmis-
takable. The Americans and
Canadians could not have imag-
ined even a decade ago that
they would form any sort of
common market with Mexico
and vet that is what has actu-

ally happened. We have wit-
nessed with admiration the

emergence of a truly faulti-ra-
cial state in South Africa,
which it is expected. will lead
the movement towards African
economic cooperation.

In Asia the trend is still too
weak to be taken sertously. Yet
the tentative effort by the
ASEAN countries to liberalize
their trade, harmonize stan-
dards and ease their border

control procedures signals the

‘Debacle of Indian Assembly

Elections:. Future of Con

by Nikhil Chakravartty

FT’E‘.R the devastation

that the recent assemb-

ly- elections have inflict-
ed on the standing of the
Congress leadership in the
public- eye. there is little
of its capacity to fight back and
stem the rot. One is tempted
to ask: is the Congress in a
position to regain the damage
in time for the parliamentary
general election which is due
within a year but events may .
force it earlier?

An army suffering a setback
tries immediately to regroup
its forces and reviews its line
of operation. But when defeat

be faced with the prospect of
disintegration. There are many

- instances in history nl' such_-a

fate overtaking established po-
litical parties. Demoralisation
paves the way for defeatism,
and unless a very strong lead-

- ership of outstanding calibre
| takes over, a party in that state
| is more likely to crack-up than

regroup.

Much the same scenario

has opened up today as one

watches the state of the
Congress today — utter de-

moralisation and embittered

relationship between the lead-
ership and a pgood section of

the party ranks. And there is

in sight no leadership of out-
standing eminence who can
hanimer the Caongress party
into shape. In fact, there is
hardly anybody whe on his own
commands the allegiance of
the party ranks -outside his

| own State. The signboard of

the Congress being a national
party does noti really represent
the true state of the party.

A brief review of the hap-
penings in the last three
months brings out this sorry
state of affairs. When the poll .
debacle in Andhra and
Karnataka shook the compla-,
cency of the Congress leader-
ship in mid-December, it was
expected that this might lead
to a determined bid to reinvig-
orate the party. Nothing of the
kind happened. Instead of a
serious review, Lheré was
out of
this state of torpor, the first

explosive development was the

resignation ol Arjun Singh
from the Cabinet. While he
mnde a veritablc charﬂ:-ahc:t

"of the

it may

: .the party president —

L &
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ministries by the Congress further demoralised the
party and devalued the leadership particularly when
it was found thgt a major reason for the debacle in
both the States is due to factionalism within the

against the government partic-
ularly against the Prime
Minister, there was no effec-
Live response from the gov-
ernment side after a meeting
party Working
Committee, where no decision
was taken about Arjun Singh's
parting of the company with
the Prime Minister-cum-
Congress President. This pas-
sivity on the part of the
Congress leadership embold-
ened Arjun more as he re-
leased the text of his massive
communication with the Prime
Minister and others in gov-
emnment. Suddenly the party's
disciplinary action committee
expelled Arjun Singh from the
membership of the party,
which judging by precedents
from the annals of the
Congress, was totally uncalled
for, as criticism of any specific
action by any leader is not re-

garded as being tantamount to.

the breaking of the party.

What is worth noting is that
the disciplinary action com-
mittee was itself on its deci-
sion to expel Arjun Singh, as
one of the members, Antony
did not agree with the rest,
and so the committee did not

' formally meet and ultimately it

was through an extraordinary
devious logic,-the party high
command — which is actually

of Arjun Singh. He was an
elected member of the
Congress Working Commitiee,
but he was not given a hearing
before the Working
Committee. The posture of
high-handedness on the gart
of the Congress leadership re-
sulted in an accretion of

strength for Arjun Singh.

The. fact that Arjun Sing's
substantive charges — for in-
stances, the government's pas-

" sjvity over the Babri Masjid

demolition, absence of puh-
ishment of the guilty in the se-
cur!tlcu Er:a.m as dtaciﬂacd by

" jous

got rid

the JPC and the common
man's woes as a result of the
economic reforms — were left
ynansweredly by the Congress
leadership exposed its weak-
ness rather than s

The mishandling of Hmym
Dutt Tewari by the Congress
leadership during the last
three months is another ex-
ample of its ineffectiveness.
First, there was an effort to
win over Tewari and to pre-
vent his joining hands with
Arjun Singh. This did not suc-
ceed. en came the stand
that Tewari was regarded as a
member of the Congress
Working Committee, though
he was bypasséd in the setting
up of a new Copgress
Committee for UP. After the
Bhopat rally, there was a howl

against Tewari by the cronies

claiming ,to be loyal to
.Narasimha Rao. .
Meanwhile, the ignomin-
loss of Gujarat and
‘Maharashtra ministries by the
Congress further demoralised
the party and devalued the
leadership particularly when it
was found-that a major reason
for the debacle in bath the
States is due to factionalism
within the party which was ac-

tually fuelled by the wrong

move of the party high com-

mand blatantly backing one
group against the other. The
virtually total boycott of the
Congress by the Muslim voters
added to the party's disgrace.

Against this background came
the dissidents’ move for a mass
rally at Husseiniwala in Punjab
.on the anniversary of Bhagat

Singh's om. Instead of
letting the occasion pass, the
ever-bungling disciplinary ac-
tion committee leaders, par-
ticularly Beant Singh and
Balram Jhakhar, threatened
- Tewari with dire conse-
quences if  he attended the
martyrdom rally in the com-

pany of Arjun Singh. Inevitably.
thiu had the cﬂ'ﬂ:t of on]y pm-
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voking Tewari. who immedi-
ately_sent in his letter of fes-
ignation from the Congress
Working Committee. This
bundling was- sought to be pa-
pered over by beseeching im-
plorings by some of the other
members of Narasimha Rao’s
establishment while Beant
Singh and Jhakhar were made
to look rather foolish. :

The dissident's rally saw a
great turn-out, before whom
Tewari openly thundered that
Narasimha Rao should give up
the party presidentship and

-not combine it with the prime

ministership. Rather an awk-
ward jam for the party high
command. They can hardly af-
ford to throw out Tewari, nor
can they readily swallow
Tewari's campaign for Rao
giving up the poul of the party
president.

Another dose of discredit
for the Congress leadership

came from its mishandling of

the Kerala crisis. It was known
for a long time that the con-
timuation .of Karunakaran as
Chief Minister would spell the
doom of the Congress in that

State, but Narasimha Rao fol- -

lowed his traditional line of to-
tal inaction and left
Karunakaran to misbehave as
he liked. When it came to the
point of immediate collapse of

the ministry with revolt of two

allied parties and also a con-
siderable’ section of the
Congress MLAs, the Cnngrcsa
president had to
Karunakaran to step down and

" send Antony to take over. But

this change-over was done in
such a clumsy mianner letting
Karunakaran to behave in a
dishonourable fashion. All this
has discredited the party
resident since Karunakaran
as long posed as being very
close to the Prime Minister.

With such a basketful -of

messy mishandling of events
and personalities within the
party, one finds hardly any sign
of any possibility of a revival of
the Congress moral and popu-
larity as the party is inexorably
drifting towards the judge-
ment day of the next Lok
Sabha general election,
— Mandira
NIKHIL CHAKRAVARTTY is
Editor of "Mainstream” and- an
uminfrl! fndiﬂn jﬂunlﬂ!tst

Hnrtals, and t.hanks?
Sir, The opposition political
leaders often give thanks to -
general public for cooperating
‘and making hartals successful
for which they had given call.
It is very funny; because do the

people really deserve this
thanks? If the people had par-

ticipated with enthusiasm then
may be lhanks are due to
them. But this is not the case,
citizens are compelled to re-
'frain from normal activities to

- avoid unwanted situations and

to save their property.

I think, if the political par-
ties have given the option that
everyone is free to observe

| hartal or not then it would

_ h e been dill'k'ull o I'ind pt-r

sons who are willing to parur:-
ipaté.

Already enough harm has
been caused by these hartals.
blockades and sirikes. Political
leaders should cefrain from
such activities, which they ad-
vocalé 1o be for our benefit but
we don't see any.

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad. Chittagong

. Dhaka-Colombo ties

Sir, Sri Lanka has never
been a foreign country (o us.
Our relations daied back 25
centuries old when Prince Vi-

- Jujr Singh. of

Vangadesh
(Bangladesh) went to Sri Lanka
on a good-will visit about 500
BC and setiled down there.
Both Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka fell victim to British
colonial rule in the middle and
the end of the 18th century
respectively. p

Eversince Bangludesh achi-
eved her independence in
1971 the ties belween Dhaka
and Lolombo started growing
stronger and stronger day by
day. We are proud that after
the laurnching of the SAARC in
1985 both Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka remain trusted friends
of each other. In {act both the
courniries are destined 1o play

an Hupurtant rnlei hand in
hand. shoulder to shoulder. in
shaping the destiny and a bet-
ter future for millions of peo-
ple in South Asia.

With a wiew (o further im-
proving and strengthening the
existing relations between
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka we
suggest Lhe lollowing: 1) Ope
ning of Dhaka-Male-Colombo
air service 2) Kualalumpur-
Chittagong-Colombo shipping
line service. 3) Promotion of
cultural activities, sports and

teurism among Malaysia,
Bangladesh the Maldives and
Sri Lanka.

O 1 Kahir

Dhaka- | 203

force

beginning of the process —
though perhaps a slow process.
The SAARC region has even
further to travel along this
path. With the globalization of
international trade and firlance

and trends towards opening
up economies the movement

lowards greater integration
has become unstoppable.
Efforts to maintajin artificial
barriers to protect the inter-
ests of groups enjoying eco-
nomic returns to labour, capl-
tal or technical skills out of
line with the international
market wifl be expensive. and

ultimately. futile. The kuwl of .

fitll‘l‘-;n"ﬂ‘r eguatizeuon that s
P Cravn Be Thatlan:
able in a dynamic setling.
However. it will be closer 10 a
future reality where vast dif-
ferences in factor incomes will

be difficult to sustain.
We are far from the

J

being passed by

saying

Every Republican presidential candidate
ting on the pro-gun bandwagon., which

soundly at night.

Art I

Buchwald'sH
COLUMN I

Fatal Concealment

UST when you siart to believe this all the news is bad
atd there's no hope for America, something
that gives you new faith in the country.
opened Time magazine, and its lead story concerned
more_and more states allowing
carry concealed weapons. “It's a tidal wave.” a
K Metaksa of the National Rifle Ashbociation
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any harnr in keeping
the final gual”” Indeed.
spr) o a2 worlkd in which harsh

mal’ bl erel e B I

right w0 move freely and
achieve their potemiial as hu-
man beings should be the wl-
timate goal. The European
Union deserves to be congratu-
mhmm—n:m
p in that direction. ¢

The other day
people to
ql.nhl

was

seems (o
makes me

I've always been a concealed weapons' trptuf-w.

Iit's sensual with me. | love to feel a
Glock against my chest. | like to hold a 9
and. when no one is looking, stroke

;5
ir%!

or
_ grip. Butlmwlmcnﬁaghtukmwﬂﬂiﬂmpuunylm
cealed weapon you have (o use some discretion.

For example.

IMHWMHMMI‘*

less he tired to take my parking place ai the supermarket.

| am the kind of American that the NRA points to

to as an ex-

ample of a law-abiding citizen who can ‘be trusted with a hid-*

den handgun.

Whenl_ﬂn!nmamandthtﬂﬂim
to shoot him. That would

change, | am not going

i

wrong
be tacky.

?

the same time, if I'm at a basketball gam#é and the fans sitting
behind give me a lot of guff. | believe they should have the

davlichts scared out of them.

Whe a - stae. gives its citizens the

There have been

and reswove :I“ Lii bullets from i1 when he r:umcu home.

children. adults shooting children. children

ts in the house -~ mm

adults —

but lhalsth:prmcymhlumpqmmmtlm

happy family. -

-Ihlﬁ:fﬁtndswm mhlklha;llam
gNothing could be further from

agun

Mm

Of course. | keep one in the drawer at rfly office — but

what gehoice do | have?

some salesman tries to sell

me a bottled water service and 1 don't want it. -
He'll leave a lot faster is [ point the .old Unﬂhilfnrdnd

The big argumeril against concealed

is that a

deranged person cnuHcany_mcnndqﬂnflmmW
the White House. Well, the answer to that is, why should the
rest of us suffer because one person has a grudge against the

‘Administration?

Listen. [amdﬂcnﬂ:mdtndﬂ:ndmﬂdf lfmtﬂrher
bawlnuutmykidfuractmgupuntluuhudhhl.lt-ﬂ]htﬂl
.Iast time she takes the law into hér own hands.

Il you're thinking about jumplng, the line in a Pizza Hut,

don't even try it, or you'll be

eating cold steel before you

_order the pepperoni. Test me not. | carry ome. pistol under
my panis and the other in my sock.
- Most of all with a gun | feel good abeut myself. | feel as if
the NRA cares about me. It's the first time I've been this se-
cure since Sen. Rnbertnoltaaidlhalhemﬂdrtpultlun-
sault weapons ban by this summer.

uNB.

I3 arrangement with Los Angeles T!Int.l M and

1

Degenerative Leadership
M M Ahmad |

| am responding. as d rea-

.der, Lo the Editor's invitation,

lo commenl on the current
political crisis i theé country:
the so-called caretaker
government for the general
elections.

The political ‘crisis’ has
been deliberately and artifi-
cially created by the so called
political leadership who, deep
inside. perhaps do not believe
in the proposal oflered, bul are
out to deceive Lhe masses with
whipped-up political mela (fun
[air) ol Lhe negative kind, to
serve the party interest.

There is no novelty in this
style of political jugglery, as
the upprcasrd cttizens in this

art' of the world are quite
amillar with the moltivations
and antics of the often 'have-
not' politicians. who are nei-
ther here nor there. When
they cannot control them-
selves, how they will run the
country? The basic qualities of

{ leadership fin any field] need

not be catalogued here: most of
the gqualities are commion.

The issue is neither Lhe
caretaker government nor the
elections. The real issues are
the degenerative leadership,
and indifference of the ama-
teurish political parties (no
field experience in autocratic
envirommnent) io, and slep-
motherly Lreatment of, the
baby Parliament. They have
[ailed Lo introduce regenera-
live elements in the leadership
since the partition of the sub-
continent. We have seen how
Pakistan broke up. We have
also seen how Bangladesh was
misgoverned since her birth
This is not a sweeping siate

. eration of political leadership

ment, but a gcncral ﬂat&m:nt
and history is the witness. The
leaders are nout leading. but
lagging and sheltering behind
the followers.

" The pmhlﬂn or the mind-
sel was not created by the
leaders, but by the masses,
who spoiled the leaders by ex-
pecting too . much: then
changed leaders. and suffered
more. Sometimes the leaders
themselves replaced the other

leaders. ignoring the people's
verdict or expectations. [t

seems Lhe accused became the
judges, and went ahead to
pronounce self-judgements,
This suffering and exploitation
continues today. in varfous
shades and styles, much of it
visible and suspect. I

- This commecutator. an
‘average or low-brow intellec-
tual' (a chap who tries to
'think' in middle-class com-
pany) has lost faith in politics
and political leadership. For
this disillusionment, the polit-
ical leaders are responsible, as
they haye so [ar failed to stand
the test for two decades, if not
more. They are incapable of
delivering the goods or run the
country. So anether new gen-

has to take over. Times are
changing fast. Tune in or be
left out (as one of (he adver-
tisements says).

The leaders speak oul
clearly and loudly. So whats
wrong i 1 do the same. agains
them? They are welcome O
win me ever (and thousands
like me who are disfliusioned)
or [ace propaganda againsl
them_ Fair enough?

i




