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Eajuddin takes over
as UGC chairman
Bv Staff Correspondent
Prol Eajuddin Ahined took
over as the Chairman of the
University Grants Comunission
(UGC) of Bangladesh yesterday
Proi Eajuddin met the officers
and employees of the Commis-
sivn during an introductory
meeling in the moming. He

was appointed UGC chairman
kst week.

Jahanara Imam
Gold Medal

The Ekattorer Ghaiok Dalal
Nirmul Commitiee vesterday
decided 10 award the Jahanara
imam Gold Medal to an indi-
vidual and an organisation for
their important roles in the
struggle against the ghatak-
dalal. The decision was taken
at a joint meeting of the cen-
tral executive committee of
the Nirmul Committee and its
Dhaka city unit conference
preparatory commitiee.

Minor boy killed in
Sylhet road mishap

From Staff Correspondent
SYLHET., Apr 8: A minor
boy was run over by a speeding
truck pear Shahporan gate on
Sylhet-Tamabil road this
. The boy, a student of
the Shahporan Gevernment
Primary Scheol, died on the
spot. Following the accident,
agitated peopie bhlocked the
road for three hours.

CCHRSB to observe
Tongi model polls

A 10-member “"non-partisan
and neutral” weam of the Coor-
dinating Council for Human
Rights in Bangladesh {CCHRB)
will, observe (he Tongi
Pourashava model election to

be held tomorrow. reperts
UNB.
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Nor'wester lashes several districts

8 killed, 50 hurt

Al leasl eighlt people were
killed and 50 injured and over
100 thatched houses were
damaged and trees uprooted as
nor wester hit several areas in
the country yesterday. '

Our Cox's Bazar cofrespon-

dent reports: Two persons
were killed and at least 30 in-
jured when a thunderbaolt

struck Koiarbil village under
Kutubdia thana in Cox's Bazar
district early yesterday.

A nor'wester with a wind-
speed of 66 km per hour
swept all the seven thanas in
the district at 5 am. During the
hour-long storm, accompanied
by gusty wind. dozens of
thatched houses were dam-
aged and many roadside Lrees

By Statt Correspondent

dead could not be known im-
mediately!

Another man named 'Lal
Moti. 65, was killed in Teknaf
Pahar area in Cox's Bazar town
yesterday alternoon when a
wall. badly affected by the
dawn shower. collapsed and
fell on him.

Power supply in the district
remained snap following
the damage of a transmission
pole al Satkania and collapse of
the national grid line at Dohaz-
ari caused by the siorn.

The whole district plunged
into darkness as power supply
could not be restored till the
liling of this report late last
night. Twenly mm rainfall was
revorded in Cox's Bazar.

labour shed at Baghacharimukh
in Dighinala thana of Kargra-
chhari district Friday night.

The victims were identified
as Subol Chakma. 35, and
Sishab Chakma. 38, of Pan-
chhari thana.

The injured also hail from
Panchhari. |

One person was killed when
a house collapsed during a
predawn nor'wester that hit
the port city of Chittagong.

A hailstorm accompanied by
rainfall lashed Chittagong.
Nuru Mia, 28. was killed when
lrapped inside his thatched
house at Bakalia. damaged dur-
ing the 20-minute storm with
a wind speed of 135 km per
hour

The Baily Star

CHAITRA 26, 1401 BS, ZILQAD 8, 1415 HIJRI

e ——

.............
.......

A e
.........

o
o ke

12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 5.00

e

. gt ol the people Created b}"

uprooted. ' Noews wenwies add: Two (‘iuuul;jm: police recovered
Rutubdia police confirmed woodd cothers were killed and  the body Ironn under the de-
the death ol one Mridul Kanti live others seriously injured  Dbris. Several other houses in
Nath. 23. The identity of other when o thunderbolt hit a See Page 12 Col 1 The cy expenenced its first Kal Baishiakhi mur'_wﬁﬂteri of the season yesterday afternoon. — Star photo »
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Adhikari aware of Dhaka's plight Fertiliser crisis to hurt rice production JS session

By M Anwarul Haq back from Kathmandu

Prime Minister Beguun
Khaleda Zia's (wo-day visit to
Kathmandu has amply focused
on the need for ulilising and
harnessing Lhe water re-
sources of the region through
cooperation and participation
of Nepal. official sources said.

The Prime Minister . who
is the Chairperson eof the
SAARC, returned to Dhaka ves-
terday.

A top official accompanying
the Prime Minister said.
Bangladesh could strike a most
responsive chord with the
Nepalese government of Man
Mohan Adhikari.

"The new pgovernment in
Nepal is much more sincere
and concerned about the pli-

e Rl e s e o e, e A T T R
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the water problem in the nor-
thern disiricts ol Bangladesh,"
Lthe ollicial said. -

Now India should come for-
ward to solve the water prob-
lem. which is the cause of ago-
ny and suffering of nearly 40
million people in Bangladesh.

Bolth Nepalese Prime
Minister Man Mohan Adhikari
and Deputy Prime Minister
Midhav Kumar Nepal spoke of
the need for an understanding
beiween India. Nepal and
Bangladesh on the long out-
standing water issue.

Nepal is in an enviable
position. being the upper-mo-
st riparian ceuntry. and holds
nearly 70 per cent ol the wa-
ter in thy: region in the lean
b i B LN

: -,
Nep.lese Prime Minister Man Mohan Adhikari made a farewell call on

A g

Al the official talks and
during the courtesy calls by
the Nepalese Prime Minister
and the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter. the two sides emphasised
the need lor mutual under-
standing and cooperation amo-
ng the three countries (o
utilise the vast water resources
of the Ganges basin.

Nepal expressed its desire
to harness its waltler resources
by inviting foreign multi-na-
tionals and donor agencies.

There is also scope for
building reservoirs in the
Himalayan kingdom which can
be put to good use during the
lean season. Besides, hydel
power projecis can be taken
up in Nepal which can bring

See Page 12 Col 3
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SAARC

Chinrpersun Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at the Soaltee Regal Complex in

KRiithmandu yesterday.

— PID photo

Nepal, Bangladesh for jointly

Bangladesh and Nepal be-
heve thal the waler resources
of the region should be utilised
o enhance the economic sta
tus of the people of the re-
gional couniries without caus-
ing ecological and environ-
mental degradation. reports
BSS.

The two countries ex-
pressed ihis view in the joint
cominunigue issued yesterday
simultaneously from Dhaka and
Kathmandu al the end of the
two-day visit of SAARC
Chairperson and Bangladesh
Prime Minisier Begum Khaleda
Zia to the Himalayan kingdom
al the invilation of her
Man

Nepalese counterpart
Mohan Adhikari.
The two prime ministers

garlic, dumped illegally in the
Bay of recently. has se-
riously agquatic life
along the Bangladesh coasi.
Minister for Fisheries and
Livestock Abdullah Al-Noman
said.

The stench from the rot-
garlic has damaged ma-
life in the off-shore areas
its , the minister
told The Daily Star.

"Fishing trawlers facing a
hard time, recorded a very

or caich.,” the minister

ting
rine
and

also reviewed the entire gamut
of bilateral relations between
Bangladesh and Nepal and ex-
pressed their determination to
take steps 1o further
strengthen and diversify the
existing economic and com-
mercial relations between the
WO Counires

The two leaders. the joint
communigue said. held official
talks in which they exchanged
views on a wide range of bilat-
eral. regional and international
issues of common interest.

The talks. it said. were held
in an almwosphere of friend-
ship.  reflecting close relations.
mutual understanding and
goodwill existing between

The joint communigue fur-

essing water resources

ther said that the two leaders
acquainted each other with
policies and perceptions of
their governments, efforts be
ing made in their respective
countries towards economic
and social development, pro-
motion ol the welfare of their
people and consolidation of
demoeratic institutions.

The two prime ministers,
reviewed Lhe progress in re-
gional cooperation under the
aegis of the SAARC and ex-
pressed satisfaction at the out-
come of the SAARC ministerial
conferences on women and
lamily health. disabled per-
sons. the youth and the meet-
ing of SAARC finance,
ministers held respectively in

See Page 12 Col 1

of the garlic.

Abdullah Al Noman said the
country earns about Tk 100
crore from marine fish export.
The target is unlikely to be ful-
filled this year. he appre-
hended

Currently the country has
51 trawlers for fishing in the
SEE.

The minister said the rot-
ten garlic would alse hamper
shrimp cultivation in the coun-
try because the mother

shrimps are usually collected

Production of rice may fall
short of the target by one mil-
lion tonnes this year as a con-
sequence of the urea fertiliser
crisis, according to a prelimi-
nary estimate of the IFDC.

The International Fertiliser
Development Center (IFDC),
consultant to the Ministry of
Agriculture, in a bulletin last
month also projected that the
shortfall may lead to import of
rice, costing the country abeut
Tk 1000 crore.

The Larget for production of
rice, according to the annual
development programme for
1994-95. was set al 208 lakh

Years ol relorm elforts have
failed to move some key gov-
‘rrnment agencies towards im-
proving their services, accord-
ing to the views expressed by
local private entrepreneurs in
a recent World Bank survey,
reports UUNB.

The survey also found the
majorily entrepreneurs believ-
ing that the attitude of bureau-
cracy lowards the private sec-
tor has not changed over the
last five years. '

"All the respondents une-
quivocally lound the services of
the National Board of Revenue
INBR). Duty Exemptions and
Drawback Office (DEDO), PDB,
WASA and Titas Gas to be just
as bad as before.,”" says the
survey report.

"...the reforms have failed to
bring improvements in the
quality ol services offered by

By Sharier Khan

tonnes. Of this. 26 lakh tonnes
are aush, 109 lakh aman and

73 lakh tonnes bore. The boro
crop is to be harvested next
month. :

According to an official es-
timate, from July till March
this fiscal, there was a short
fall of urea sales by 48,000 MT.
The fertiliser factories under
the Bangladesh Chemical In-
dustries Corporation (BCIC)
produced 1559 thousand ton-
nes of urea during the period
as against the Agriculture
Ministry’'s demand of 1498
thousand tonnes. _

Meanwhile. 1450 thousand

World Bank survey says

ithese agencies. adds the re-
port quoting general views of

the respondents.

And again. about 70 per,

cent of the respondents did

not think that the government

officials are now more respon-

sive to the problems and needs

of the private sector than five
years back.

As many as 295 manufac-
turers and exporters, includ-
ing 75 readymade garment ex-
porters., were surveyed by the
Bank's resident mission to
gather information about the
implementation of reforms and
the entrepreneurs’ feedback
on delays they encounter at
some crucial government
agencies.

The respondents were di-
vided aboul the quality of ser-
vices ol the Export Promotion
Bureau (EPB) and the Board of

GHATAIL (Tangail), Apr
8: Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina today asked the
government Lo resign to make
way for immediate elections
under a neutral caretaker au-

! thority, reports UNB.

Addressing a big public
meeting at the lecal GBG
College ground in the after-
noon, Hasina said the indus-
tries minister had resigned
accepting moral responsibility
for the fertiliser crisis.

The Prime Minister should
also lollow suit accepting her
failure, she said.

On rejection of the
Opposition resignation letters,

the AL chief alleged that the

from the sea for local hat-
cheries.

"During a recent trip, a
(government) trawler caught
only 17 mother shrimps while
Lthe previous trawling yielded

Bangladesh earns about Tk
1,000 crore from the export of
fish, 80 per cent of which
fome from shrimps. At pre.
sent, the country produces
around 10 lakh tonnes of fish
as against a demand of 19 lakh
Lonnes. '

| Speaker was influenced by the

Prime Minister in not accept-
ing the resignation letters to
prolong the rule of Begum Zia.

"You (Speaker] have neo
right to reject the resignations
of the opposition MPs," she
said adding that this govern-
ment has become illegal with
the resignation of 147 opposi-
tion MPs.

Hasina also alleged that the
Prime Minister had violated
the Constitution by inducting
MPs ol other parties into the
BNP.
"You have violated the
Constitution, you betrayed with
the people.” she said of the
Prime Minister.

Organised by Ghatail thana

See Page 12 Col |

gunfight in city
By DMCH Correspondent

One young man received
bullet injuries during a gun-
fight between two groups at

Khaleda has violated
Constitution: Hasina

1m ton shortfall feared

tonnes of urea have been sold
in the local market.

The IFDC bulletin pointed
out that the demand for fer-
tiliser during the current rabi-
boro season was very high be-
cause the farmers wanted to
increase bero production to
recover the shortfall in aman
harvest caused by last year's
drought. | -

It. however. said, short
supply of urea in the market
and abnormal increase in the
price ol urea are hindering the
use ol urea in boro fields. "Boro
yield is, therefore, likely to be

See Page 12 Col 7
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Bureaucratic attitude towards

private sector yet to change

Investment (BOI).

About half of them found
Lthat services of these institu-
tions have impreoved over the
last five years while the other
half found the services to be
'just as poor’.

The major complaint of the
entrepreneurs was delay in

clearances, adding unneces-
sary costs to their business.

The survey finds that a firm
spends, on an average, more
than half a person a year to
deal with government agen-
cies, and has to spend seven
per cent of its sales revenue to

See P 12 Col 6

summoned

on Apr 24

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas has summoned the ses-

sion of the Jatiya Sangsad at 4

pm on April 24 at the Sangsad
Bhaban of Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,

reports BSS,

This will be the 19th ses-
sion of the fifth Jatiya Sangsad.
a Parliament Secretariat press
release said.

Dawn to dusk
hartal today

By Staff Correspondent

The major opposition- polit-
ical parties have called a dawn-
lo-dusk hartal today in the five
hike of essentials and for early
general elections under a care-
taker government.

The Awami League, the
Jatiya Party and the Jamaat-e-
Islami announced identical

| programmes from separate
| rallies after their Dhaka siege’

programme on March 8.
See Page 12 Col 6

Mother Teresa

arrives Apr 19
By Staff Correspondent

Nobel laureate Mother
Teresa will pay a week-long
visit to Bangladesh from April
19 at the invitation of Rotary
international, Bangladesh.

During her stay in
Bangladesh, Mother Teresa
will inaugurate a Rotary
Floaling Hospital in
Narayanganj and attend a re-

._See Page 12 Col 5
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| mported through
other than Benapo

been opened

DFP-8727-8/4
| G542

Government of the People’s

Republic of Bangladesh
National Board of Revenue, Dhaka

Notice

The Government has decided tobring about
certain procedural changes regarding import
port between Bangladesh and India as

‘well as between Bangladesh and Myanmar,
through the land customs stations except
Benapole and Tamabil. The existing procedure
will continue to apply for imports & exports

| through land customs stations of Benapo
| and Tamabil, exports of all goods through any
land customs station and in respect of imports
of bovine animal, fresh fruits, rice, wheat,
seeds, plants, fish & cement. The new
rmcedure shall apply to all other goods
and land customs stations

leand Tamabil. The importer
will have to submit a pre-shipment inspection
certificate as provided under SRO No 316-L/
94/1568 /Cus dated 3.11.94 in respect of price,
quantity & quality. Import without the above
mentioned certificate shall be treated as
irregular imports and actions in accordance
with law will be taken. This new procedure
will be applicable only to those imports in
respect of which letter of credit has already
or shall be opened by 10th April,
1995. It may be mentioned here that the land
customs stations which are presently not in-
operation due to various reasons shall remain
as it is until further orders.

Naticaal Board of Revmu_nf

le




