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LAS VEGAS. Apr
7: Last week it
sevmed that just
dbout everyone
was counting Don
King out in what
appeared likely to be a gang

r‘

g

King enjoys last laugh

“shori-changed Tyson by net
negoiiating with other cable
television companies (o raise
the ante for the contracts,
whose total value has not been
disclosed.

"That's the seeds of discon-

over. We won, man.”

King. who had been Tyson's
promoter for several years be-
fore the youngest heavyweight
champion in history went to
prison for three years on a
conviction for rape, attempted

BUENOS AIRES, Apr 7:
Diego Maradona may be down
— but he's not out, his club

president said Thursday, re-
ports AP.

'Ihr Dhiily Star 11

Atlanta Games'

torch given
to Greece

ATHENS, Apr 7! The At-
lanta Olympics Organising
Committee on Thursday pre- .
sented the torch which will

carry the Olympic flame from

. ancient Ol i eece
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But just five days after his
release [rom prisen, Tyson
named King as his promoter.
to the shock of many people —
exceptl. of course, Don King.
who said here on Thursday
that Tyson's return to his fold
was not a big coup.

"Ne. The only thing that
makes it seem that way is that
we had a reporter that created
a furore with nothing but lies,"
King said, referring to a New
York city tabloid among several

because they didn't win. |

won,” sdid King, who is pro-

moting a five-title fight card at
Caesars Palace on Saturday.
including two heavyweight
championship fights that will

and titans and guys is the one
that try to vanquish their ene-
mies. ... That ain't the way you
do it in America.

"(America is) the home of
the brave and the free, the
land of the (ree. with liberty
and justice for all, with room
for everybody to work.

"So 1 whipped them this
time, but that don't mean it's
gonna be furﬂer They may
whip me one day." said King,
whose cackllng "heh, heh,
heh" didn't inspire confidence

in September once a 15-
month ban expires, Racing
Club’s Juan Destefano said.

"Diego Instructed me to
start negotiations with his
lawyer for a comeback." Deste-
fano told local radio.

However, -.the 34-year-cild
star could see his latest come-
back thwarted if found guilty ol
firing an air rifle at reporters

last years. A prosecutor has re-
quested that the former na-

tional idol serve a four-year

The US m.usidﬂm of the Atlanta Committee for the 1996 Summer Games, Hil.l_',F Pa_',rmé' (R,

‘In presenting this torch I
want to thank Greece for ita.
gift to the world, the Giym;:ic
Movement. It is the single idea
in this world which calls on all'.
people to unite,” said Billy"
Payne, president of the Atlanta ,
Organising Committee. .

The torch, made out of,
aluminum, wood, brass and
gold, will be lit next summer
from the rays of the sun in a
ceremony at the ruins of an-
cient Olympia where the ﬂrut-_f

term 45 8
papers that reported that he that he really believed that was pri .I::radnr;a whic hid 9% & presents the Olympic torch made of aluminium, brass, gold leaf and wood, to Antonis Tsikas yﬁﬁfzfemh:i? ﬂ'i:ﬂmﬂrcch
was out. possible. downibwn hotel Tdet ‘e (L), head of the Greek Olympic Committee in Athens, April 6. The torch will be ignited in the to Athens and it will then be
King said the stories had King was asked about the | .. oh the run from re- ancient temple of Olympia next spring. — AFP/UNB photo | flown to the United States.

"no foundation. no substance,
nothing but categoric, unmiti-
gated lies.”

King just laughed — and
then expended a few dozen
words on lies and liars — upon
being asked if there were mil-
lions of dollars in a bag one
newspaper said he had brought
toe Tyson late one night last
week Lo buy his loyalty:

As for remaining Tyson's
promoter and signing the for-
mer world hea ght cham-
pion to multi-million-dollar
contracts with the MGM Grand
Hotel here and Showlime
cable television network, King
said that "in reality, it was
normal, it was business, | was
never out”

Added: "You can't come
back if you never left."

King was asked if he had

DON KING

likely anoimt a lulure opponent
for Tyson.

'So the game is over. So
now we just start a new game,
maybe they win the next one,
This one is over. | mean don't
keep belaboring me on this
game.” King said. "This game is

possibility of a Tyson-George
Foreman fight, which has sev-
eral obstacles, including Fore-
man's insistence he will not
fight Tyson if King is involved,
and Foreman's long-term, ex-
clusive contract with Show-
time's rival, Home Box Office.

"My reputation has been
snatching the possible out of
the impossible, snatching vic-
tory out of the jaws of defeat. If
you have faith. nothing is im-
possible.”

But King seemed to fail in
his attempt to do the impossi-
ble — to completely minimise
his accomplishment in reunit-
ing with Tyson.

He said he would find a
gquiet moment when "We can
give some significance to the
story so we can inspire others

to towering heights.”

Ringside at Caesars Palace

LAS VEGAS, Apr
7: Instead of ca-
Hing them world

tith~> up lor grabs on Saturday
could just as well be dubbed
world champion babysitters,
reports Reuter.

That s because many people
believe the two fighters who
will end up with the World
Boxing Association (WBA] and
Waorld Bexinmg €Council (WBC)
belts will be just tucking them
__in safe and snug for the man ol
the house to come home and
claim. shem.

That man, of course, is
Mike Tyson. fresh from three
years in prison and flush from
signing a six-fight, multi-mil-
lion-dollar deal aimed at hav-
ing him reclaim the heavy-
weight mansion, which he has

by some to upset the Mexican
hero by using exceptional spe-
el and sharp counter punches.

pound-for-pound fighters in
ihe world. His last two victo-
ries were againsi fighters who
were a combined 88-0.

There are good reasons why
turner. 31, is a 12-1 undderdog.

fight Bruce Seldon for the WBC
crown. Then former champion
Larry Holmes, 45, gets to stay

Holmes first won the heavy-
weight title from Ken Norton
in 1978 and was champion for
Seven years.

There probably is no one
craftier than Holmes, who ap-
pears to have trained very hard
for the shorter, stockier Mc-
Call, 29.

But crafty can't be ex-
changed for years.

If Holmes, an 8-5 underdog.
wins, he will not stay around
long aiter ke -sees Tyson com-—-
ing to get the title, but likely
will try to use his victory to get
a fight with George Foremgan.

Homes candidly says he
wants no part of Tyson, who in
1988 crushed him in the
fourth round.

porters, has taken 20 days

leave as coach of Racing to get
over a bout of depression al-

lems.

The weekly magazine Caras
on Thursday quoted Marado-
na's mother, Dalma, as saying
Diego, "said he could end all
this by shooting himself.
Reporters won't let him be and
he can't leave the house."

Maradona has repeatedly
missed training sessions and
matches this year after signing
a one-year contract to coach
Racing, which is seeking its
first title in 28 years.

Never far from controversy,
he was sent off twice in the
first three of the season
and later fined by the Argen-
tine Football Association for
verbally abusing referees.

With Maradona at the helm,
Racing have slumped into the
bottom half of the table after
winning just one match out of
six. In December he stormed
out of struggling Deportivo
Mandiyu after his side won one

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Rifles recorded
a thumping 38-2 pgoals win
over Dhaka Wanderers Club in
the lone Cute Premier handball
league match held at the court
adjacent to the Dhaka Stadium
yesterday.

The strong services outfit,
who led the first half 17-1 in a
one-sided affair, pumped in
another 21 goals alter the
breather to complete the
Dhaka Wanderer's rout.

Jahangir with the highest
10 goals led the winners’
charge followed by Mong Sha
Pru and Sanath, who scored

six and five goals respectively.

legedly linked to marital prob-

AMELIA ISLAND,
Florida, Apr 7.
The top three
seeds — Conchita
Martinez, Gabri-
ela Sabatini and
Maggie Maleeva — advanced
Thursday to the quarterfinals
on another windy, rainy day at
the Bausch and Lomb Cham-
pionships. reports AF.

The bad weather forced a
five-hour delay of the start of
play after halting matches
Wednesday afternocon. Warmer,
calmer and dryer weather is

forecast lor Lhe last three days
of the lournament.

Martinez. the top seed,
routed Irina Spirlea of Roma-
nia 6-1, 6-2 and will next face
Amanda Coetzer. The No. 5
seed from South Africa de-
feated Virginia Ruano Pascual
of Spain 7-5. 7-5.

. her second straight victory fol-

lowing last week's triumph at
the Family Circle Magazine Cup
at Hilton Head Island, South
Carolina.

"That's not easy to do, as
Irina is a good player,” Mar-
tinez said. "There were some
difficult points out there that
could have gone either way."

. No. 2 Sabatini won her sec-
ond straight match in a romp.
overwhel fellow Argentine
Bettina Fulco-Villella 6-1, 6-0.
Sabatini will next play another
compatriot., No. 6 Ines Gor-
rochategu, a 6-2, 7-5 winner
over Wiltrud Probst of Ger-
many.

‘I feel very good about my
game." said Sabatini who has
lost only one game in two
matches. "I've got a lot of con-
fidence in the way I'm playing,
more so than a year ago at this
time. That's from wining some

her opening set to Chanda Ru-

Top seeds sail into qtrs

bin of Lafayette, La. before re-
boundingfara 2-6, 6-3, 6-0
win and the right to take on
[taly's Laurence Courtois. Cour-
tois surprised No. 7 Zina Gar-
rison Jackson of Houston 6-1,
3-6. 6-4, in one of the two
three-set matches of the third
round.

"I have never had anyone hit
as many winners as Chanda did
in our opening set,” Maleeva
said. "I've played her quite a
few times in the past and have
always won. She was just unbe-
lievable that first set."

The other two quarterfinal-
ists are Katarzyna Nowak from
Poland. who advanced with a
6-2, 6-3 triumph over Meike
Babel of Germany, and No. 8
Sabine Hack of German, who
downed Silvia Ramon of Spain
6-1. 7-5.

the winner.

SPLIT. Croatia.
Apr 7. Big-hitting
Goran Ivanisevic,
all set to return
Lo tennis action
in Barecelona on

- Monday is already thinking of

the Wimbledon title which has
twite narrowly eluded him,
reporis Reuter.

The 23-vear-olld Croat has -

been recovering in his home-
land from an operation fiwve
weeks ago on a knee injured

i

but his coach is optimistic.
"I see him as being very

. competitive with everybody in

the world. He is much calmer.
he's very fit.," Brett said.

"His tennis and technigque
are not going to change. He

just needs to take Mi\mntagc of
Kusuma sent

packing

BELJING, Apr 7: A confident
Park Sung-Woo of South Korea

Wlmbledon, Ivanisevic's goal

the particular situation you
have at the particular time in a
big match.”

Alter his 1994 Wimbledon
linal defeat. lvanisevic failed in
the first round at both the US
and Australian Opens.

In between. he sustained a
semifinal loss in the six million
dollar Grand Slam Cup in Mu-
nich. again to Sampras. :

By the Australian Open in
January, the knee was clearly
troublesome, though he de-

"The exact route has yet to
be decided because many ci-
ties want to be part of the’
torch relay but I can tell you
that this relay will be lnng::r
than any other in past," said
Antonis Tsikas, president of
the Greek Olympic Committee.

Sino natants
set toreturn

BEIJING, Apr 7: Ehinca-e-
swimmers are to return to in-.
ternational competition for the
first time since seven top per-.
formers tested positive for
performance-enhancing drugs,
the official Xinhua news agency:
said on Thursday, rﬁpurtu.
Reuter,

Quoting officlals of the Chi-
nese Swimming Association
the agency said China would
attend the University Games, |
in Fukuoka, Japan, in June and
the Pan-Pacific Games in Cali,
Colombia, at the end of August.

‘The seven were banned for
two years after testing positive

heavyweight ch- Trinidad, 22, is considered up late to try to take away ontiol L2 mames [e{*{[ {h;.ralkml{-p]af;éi ;ﬁfﬂfszg ﬁ'::r};lth:@ icacs, In recent 433 E;ﬂ f:;::; a?'i E‘zgﬁda‘:rlrl:' at the 1994 Hil'ﬂﬂ:;ml Asian
ampions, the wi- by many to be one of the best Oliver McCall's WBC title. ' Rt : : iy : : : Games and prompted rumours
nners of the two Cute handball Martinez, who is looking for Maleeva, the No 3 seed, lost with dirs 79,000 awarded to

that China's emergence as a
swimming power was a result

of systematic doping. :
Although the Chinese gov-

ernment rejected the claims,
calling the offences isolated
acts of ignorant or misguided
individuals some as-
sociations called for all Chi-
nese swimmers to bé banned.
On the first day.gf China's
National Championships- on
Wednesday organisers tested
seven unnamed swimmers, for

drugs, including past champi-
ons and new competitors, said

the official Guangming daily.
All seven had recorded ex-
ceptional qualifying times at
the meeting in Baoding in
Northern Hebi provinee.

dominated — in or out ol Seven years later Holmes during a soccer game in Rome sent Indonesia's Olympic clined to blame it for a poor World champions Le Jingyi
prison, with or witheut a title isn't likely to do much better, Lawyers Want last April. champion and top seed Allan performance. and Liu Limin are among many
— for years. and there's always the opposite ' Cocooned (rom his waist Budi Kusuma crashing out of The crunch came in Febru- national teamm members com-

In addition to the two of mueh beiter tor Bim to aﬂﬂther review down in pressurised leggings the men's quarter-finals at the  ary when he had to default his | peting in the tournament but it

heavyweight title [ights, three
other championship bouts will

MIKE TYSON
In the first of the heavy-

contemplate.
McCall, a former sparring

of Guenter's trial

which have aided the recovery,
Ivanisevic told Reuters: "['ve

Asian Badminton Champi-
onships on Thursday, reports

opening match in the Stuttgart
Open after just four games, his

was not known if thev were
among those tesled.

be on the card at Caesars sr for Tyson. won the : . beer in the Wimbledon final Reuter. right knee totally locked. The meeting's high-profile
palace. : ::ﬁ:j;ab}"?;:;rng"r:;f;mw?ﬂ mn;ut by 5':1:Jpping an Ama- FUIE;:M aﬂpl'igéd'&%] J:ﬁ;uzr twice so that (the title) is my Park's dramatic [5-11. 15- ] But Ivanisevic says he is drug-testing reflected new

WBC super lightweight teurish Lennox Lewis with a° | another chance to imprison goal for the tuture. If 1 can 0 defeat of Kusuma started a really surprised” at the speed | Chinese Swimming Association
champion Julio Cesar Chavez of . right hand to the face in the | the East German lathe H"hlff""‘ it, that would be series of upsets that left six of his recovery and is looking IEESP.} rptaaures_tu fight dop-
Mexico [(93-1-1) will defend Cm)(ff Stay]ng second last September. operator who stabbed Monica great, Chinese and two South Kore- forward to returning to the ing. which association officials

against 29-1 Giovanni Parisi of
Italy. and International Boxing
Federation (IBF) welterweight

wﬁc super welterweight
champion Luis Santana of the
Dominican Republic (39-15-2)

at Barcelona

BARCELONA, Apr 7: Dutch
coach Johan Cruyfl has de-
cided te stay with Barcelona,
ending weeks of speculation
that the most successful man-
ager in the clubs history was
on his way out, reports AFP.

"Everything is fine. we've

McCall, 25-5. brings a rock-
solid Chin and will try to get
inside Holmes' famous jab and
look to end the fight early.

The WBA stripped Foreman
of its title for refusing to fight
its top contender, Tony
Tucker,

S0 Tucker, 25 will meet
Bruce Seldon, 28, the WBA's

Seles two years ago because he
wantied Steffl Gral 1o become
No. | in women's professional
lennis, reports AFP.

Guenter Parche, given a
iwo-year suspended sentence
at his first trial in October
1993, was hauled back into
court last month by
prosecutors seeking a prison

Australian coach Bob Brett.
in Croatia to monitor his
charge's progress, said: |
known inside my heart what |
think he can be, but it's not
something you should say
openly.”

Invanisevic lost the 1992
Wimbledon final in five sets to
Andre Agassi. Last year he suc-

ans - but none of the sport's
usually dominant Indonesians
— in contention for Frlda}r's
semi finals.

In the women's quarter ﬂ-
nals, unseeded 19-year-old
Wang Chen of China burst onto
the scene with an emphatic
11-6, 11-4, victory over num-
ber two seed Ra Kyung-Min of

fray. beginning with next
week's ATP Tour evenl in
Barcelona.

He has dropped to ninth in
the world rankings but is con-
fident of staying in the top 10,
at the very least,

"Now, 1 think my time is
coming,” the Croat forecast.

"l can't say I'll win-Wimble-

said on Wednesday had in-
fected the sport in China in
recent years.

The association on Wednes-
day ordered an immediate ex-
pansion of random drug test-
ing, including surprise out of
competition screening.

It said it also was consider-
ing increasing the standard
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